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Transgender  Forum... 

All  the  news  you  want...  All  the  information  you  need. 
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Currently, 
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to  you  by  IFGE  largely  as  a public  service. 
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producing  publication,  begin  to  offer 
decent  compensation  to 
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Editorial: 

Nancy  Nangeroni 


l r*s  Time*  IFGE 


Transgender 

Magazine's  parent 
organization,  the 
International 
Foundation  for 
Gender  Education, 
is  going  through  a 
significant  reorga- 
nization. Some  of  that 
reorganization  includes 
new  editorship  for  Trans- 
gender Magazine.  I'm  one 
of  your  new  editors,  Nancy 
Nangeroni.  I'll  be  working 
closely  with  new  editor  and 
existing  art  director  Mykael 
Hawley  to  produce  the 
finest  magazine  of  its  kind. 
By  the  time  you  read  this, 
we  will  hopefully  add 
another  editor. 

We've  got  some  ideas 
for  changes  to  the  maga- 
zine, and  we  plan  to  put 
these  ideas  to  work.  You'll 
see  some  of  those  changes 
in  this  issue,  and  more  in 
issues  to  come. 

Our  vision  is  to  see  this 
magazine  become  a 
conduit  for  the  freshest 
new  ideas  and  writing  of  a 
community  moving  from  its 
adolescence  into  adult- 
hood. We  will  endeavor  to 
present  the  broadest 
possible  perspective  and 
the  most  useful  information 
and  ideas,  while  promoting 
what  we  feel  is  best  about 
our  movement  and  com- 
munity. 

If  you  want  to  see 
something  here,  please  let 
us  know.  As  editors,  we  are 
responsible  for  choosing 
what  to  print,  but  we 
welcome  your  help  in 
bringing  new  voices  and 
issues  to  public  attention. 
We'd  like  to  know  about 


Too 

many  of 
us  have 
heen  too 
isolated 
for  too 
lon^.  It  s 
time  for  a 
change. 


BigCheese@ifge.org 


what's  happening  in  your 
neck  of  the  woods,  and 
about  issues  that  we 
haven't  confronted  be- 
fore. We're  here  as  the 
voice  of  your  community, 
so  please  send  your  input; 
get  your  voice  heard. 

We  have  all  suffered,  to 
varying  degrees,  from 
being  forced  into  catego- 
ries that  don't  fit  our  true 
selves.  We  tend  to  repeat 
and  reinforce  that  hurt  by 
continuing  to  sort  each 
other  into  camps  of  "us" 
and  "them."  TranzTap 
aims,  among  other  things, 
to  break  down  the  barriers 
that  separate  and  isolate 
transgender,  as  well  as 
bisexual,  lesbian,  and  gay 
people.  We  will  fare  better 
by  learning  from  one 
another's  experience  and 
finding  opportunities  for 
mutual  support,  than  by 
separating  ourselves  from 
others.  Too  many  of  us 
have  been  too  isolated  for 
too  long.  It's  time  for  a 
change. 

TranzTap  will  also 
advocate  for  the  legiti- 
macy of  persons  who  are 
neither  exactly  male  nor 
female.  When  such  a 
person  can  safely  exist 
with  pride  and  dignity, 
then  we  will  all  enjoy 
greater  freedom  of  gender 
expression  and  identity. 

In  this  issue,  we 
explore  and  celebrate 
many  new  voices.  In  future 
issues,  we  will  investigate  a 
broad  spectrum  of  experi- 
ence and  opinion  on 
spirituality,  medicine  and 
health,  humor,  news, 
relationships,  legal  issues, 


support  systems,  and  maybe 
even  some  recipes  and  a 
fashion  tip  or  two!  We  will 
maintain  the  following  priori- 
ties: 

Open-minded  commitment 
to  growth 

Respect  for  and  inclusion  of 
all  difference 

Promotion  of  health  and 
well-being  for  all  people 

Generation  of  as  much 
warmth  and  good  humor 
as  possible. 

During  this  period  of 
growth  we  will  not  forget  our 
initial  constituency,  the 
closeted  crossdresser.  Our 
plan  is  to  eliminate  the 
stigma  of  crossdressing,  so 
that  one  day  there  will  be 
no  more  reason  to  hide 
crossdressing  or  transgender 
desire  than  there  is  now  for  a 
woman  to  hide  the  fact  that 
she  likes  to  wear  pants  or 
deserves  a high-paying  job. 
While  we  advocate  from  an 
"out"  position,  and  see  our 
own  ideas  and  identities 
evolve  and  grow,  we  take 
very  seriously  our  commit- 
ment to  our  closeted  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  whatever 
their  own  beliefs,  and  will 
remain  a strong  advocate 
for  their  liberation  from  the 
prisons  imposed  on  their 
souls. 

Meanwhile,  I have  an 
invitation  for  you. 

Please,  won't  you  join 
us? 


- Nancy  Nangeroni 
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Wear  That  Dress  Boy! 

Hey!!! 

I don't  get  it!!!  With  all  the  "Mug-Shots"  in 
Transgender  Tapestry,  why  didn't  I get  published? 
I sent  the  letter  about  6 mbs.  ago  (hopefully  ter 
gain  correspondence).  But,  Noooo  Waaay!  What 
is  it?  My  make-up  not  enough?  It  must  lie  the  fact 
that  I take  a terrible  picture  and  you  guys  did  not 
want  to  ruin  your  image.  I’m  sorry,  but  I'm  not 
passable  (but  guess  what  I don't  care!!!)  I should 
have  read  the  fine  print  for  the  criterion.  Oops! 
I 'm  sooo  naive,  a simple  picture  and  a note  of  per- 
sonal liberation.  Either  way,  it  was  too  racy  or 
too  boring.  I'll  never  get  it  right!  "Oh,  bother!”  As 
a wise  old  sage,  Pooh  Bear,  once  said. 

I just  don’t  get  it!  Are  you  tiying  to  tell  me 
something?  ( hint,  hint!  Don't  wear  that  dress  boy!) 

Ok,  for  the  first  note  I should  not  be  so  nasty. 
But,  I really  looked  forward  to  being  in  connec- 
tion with  the  community. 

Sincerely  Dismayed, 

Sara  Michelle  Flint,  MI 

Dear  Sara  Michelle, 

Sony  Michelle,  ue're  not  tiying  to  tell yon  any- 
thingexcept,  “Keepon  nearing  that  dress  boy!"  It  is 
discouraging  not  to  see your  own  "mug-shot”  in  the 
person  lals.  especially  > u her  ryouu  eresooo  excited  aboi  it 
it.  I'm  looking  into  the  matter  right  now.  Hopefully 
by  pi  iblicatior  i date  u e can Jh  id  out  u hat's  i ip. 

Mykael  Hawley 

Co-Editor 

Thank  You 

Hi, 

I am  a 32-year  old  crossdresser.  I've  been  that 
way  for  15  years.  I want  to  thank  you  and  your 
organization  for  providing  me  with  a publication 
and  resources  that  best  help  me  with  regard  to  un- 
derstanding my  crossdressing.  Because  of  your 
TG  Tapestry  magazine,  I was  able  to  re-connect 
with  TRI-ESS.  I cannot  thank  you  enough  for 
that. 

Just  think.  Had  it  not  been  for  your  TG  Tap- 
estry issue  with  Teny  Farrel  ( in  Starfleet  uniform) 
on  the  cover,  I would  have  just  left  it  on  the  maga- 
zine rack.  Instead.  I bought  that  issue.  In  addi- 
tion, I completely  delved  into  the  ENTIRE  issue!! 
I've  been  a TG  Tapestry'  reader  ever  since.  Not 


only  that,  I was  able  to  get  more  “first-hand” 
insights  and  wisdom  about  the  whole  spectrum 
of  gender  expression,  the  issues  as  well  as  no- 
table TG  community  concerns.  I appreciate 
that  and  your  efforts. 

I find  that  research  in  the  proper  form  is 
vital  and  essential  in  informing  people  about 
the  TG  community.  So,  you  see,  to  me,  it’s 
people  like  you  and  publications  like  “Trans- 
gender Tapestry”  that  make  understanding  a 
reality.  Thus,  I now  have  been  given  the  tools 
to  harness  strength  and  comfort  to  my  mind, 
soul  and  understanding. 

Once  again,  thanks  and  I hope  only  the 
best  life  has  to  offer  for  all  of  you. 

Sincerely, 

Matt  A. 

DearMatt, 

Thank  Yoi  i Matt!  It 's  words  like  yours  that 
gives  us  the  strength  and passion  to  keep  going. 
Bless  your  head. 

From  All  of  Us 
at  Transgender  Tapestry 

Right  and  Wrong 

A letter  to  the  Editor: 

Let  me  begin  by  saying  that  I am  a full 
fledged  member  of  the  “Snow  on  the  Roof 
Gang”,  so  I have  been  around  the  block  a few 
times.  Tire  one  thing  that  I have  learned  by  this 
time  is  that  one  becomes  myopic  and  calcified 
in  their  thinking  when,  because  of  their  age, 
they  assume  they  are  wise  and  when  one  is 
young  that  their  ideas  are  new  and  therefore, 
by  definition,  has  no  socially  redeeming  value. 

I laving  seen  and  read  Jane  Ellen  and 
Frances  Fairfax’s  “A  Wives'  Bill  of  Rights”  I 
was  left,  with  an  intellectually  uneasy  feeling; 
not  being  able  to  readily  identify  what  was  in- 
herently wrong  with  it.  It  wasn’t  until  this  cur- 
rent issue  wherein  Transcriptions  presented 
Jane  Ellen  and  Frances  Fairfax’s  response  to  J. 
Freed’s  remarks  that  it  started  to  become  clear 
to  me  what  I was  uneasy  about. 

When  put  into  perspective,  one  begins  to 
see  that  what  we  are  dealing  with  is  die  old  and 
the  new,  age  and  youth;  both  tiying  to  make 
sense  out  of  communicating  on  entirely  differ- 
ent wave  lengths.  It  is  simply  old  values  clash- 
ing with  new  values.  What  is  missing  is  the 


“Crossdressers  (Transgendered’s?)  Bill  of 
Rights.”  This  would  be  necessaiy  to  achieve  par- 
ity. Only  then  can  truly  intelligent  and  mean- 
ingful discussion  take  place.  What  works  for 
one  or  one’s  relationship  doesn’t  and  won't 
work  for  another.  What  works  for  me  may  not 
work  for  you. 

“A  Wives  Bill  of  Rights”  is  seriously  flawed 
since  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  its  sole  premise 
is  a traditional  relationship  of  traditional  values 
and  therefore  nothing  more  than  one  person's 
opinion.  The  traditional  is  no  longer  the  uni- 
versal in  our  society.  The  older  generation  has 
to  see  that  what  was  good  for  them  is  not  auto- 
matically die  imperative  for  all,  and  especially 
the  young.  For  it  is  the  young  that  this  world 
will  belong  to  before  vety  long  and  they  will 
make  it  what  they  want  it  to  be.  Our  responsi- 
bility goes  no  further  than  sharing  our  values, 
not  imposing  them. 

What  is  needed  is  "A  Universal  Wives  Bill 
of  Rights”;  one  that  is  applicable  regardless  of 
what  the  character  of  one’s  relationship  is  or 
what  its  values  are.  What  is  required  issomething 
that  avoids  the  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  trivia  in 
the  differences  of  opinion.  Better  yet  how  about 
a single  Bill  of  Rights  that  applies  universally  to 
both  the  CD  and  TG  for  that  matter,  and  their 
wife  or  SO'?  May  I propose  the  singular  uni- 
versal of  "Truth  and  honesty,  first  last  and  al- 
ways”? Whatever  else  is  needed  will  vary  with 
the  nature  of  a given  couple's  relationship!  and 
the  decade  in  which  they  were  socialized. 

“A  Wives  Bill  of  Rights’  was  written  by  a 
crossdresser  for  crossdressers,  mentions  only 
crossdressers  and  crossdressing,  a small  segment 
of  the  total  trans  gendered  community  which 
I.F.G.E.  has  chosen  to  represent.  A broader 
commentary  and  in  depth  discussion  is  defi- 
nitely an  I.F.G.E.  responsibility.  It  is  too  soon 
to  declare  the  Fairfax’s  “A  Wives  Bill  of  Rights” 
the  only  game  in  town.  The  rhetorical  under 
tone  of  the  Fairfax’s  response  is  dated  thinking. 
I do  not  mean  to  say  that  “A  Wives  Bill  of 
Rights”  is  without  value,  but  it  does  not  take 
into  consideration  more  than  one  kind  of  rela- 
tionship or  persuasion  for  that  matter.  The  con- 
cept is  genuine  and  it  is  a good  start  but  a re- 
write by  a broader  and  more  modem  segment 
of  the  community  is  in  order. 

Rich  Griffiths, 

Chino,  CA  91710 
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Bisexuality  and 
Transgenderism 

Dear  Nancy, 

Thank  you  for  your  excellent  article  on 
bisexuality  and  transgenderism  in  issue  #82 
of  Transgender  Tapestry.  Yours  was  the  first 
article  I’ve  ever  read  on  the  topic  that  ac- 
tually struck  a responsive  chord  in  me,  and 
I'm  very  glad  you  wrote  it.  I found  myself 
nodding  in  agreement  and  saying,  "Yes!” 
as  I read  and  reread  your  words. 

I've  been  in  a monogamous,  heterosexual 
married  relationship  with  a woman  for  over 
20  years,  and  I love  my  spouse  very  much.  I 
take  my  marital  covenant  with  her  seriously, 
and  by  choice  I don't  have  sexual  involvement 
with  others  outside  my  primary  relationship. 
However,  I have  slowly  come  to  recognize  that 
I am  indeed  bisexual,  at  least  in  terms  of  a 
general  orientation,  and  your  article  further  re- 
inforced that  truth  for  me.  I realize  that  I can 
be  sexually  attracted  to  many  different  kinds 
of  people,  and  tint's  a liberating  awareness  for 
me. 

I hope  that  your  article  and  personal  ex- 
ample will  be  equally  enlightening  for  many 
within  our  transgender  community  -we  need 
to  be  continually  reminded  of  the  delightful 
capacity  for  diversity  and  gender/sexual  expres- 
sion that  exists  within  humanity,  and  certainly 
within  the  tg  community  itself.  I applaud  your 
courage  in  “Coming  out"  to  the  community 
as  a bisexual  transgendered  individual.  Al- 
though, from  what  I know  of  you,  you  prob- 
ably don't  see  yourself  as  brave  but  simply 
honest.  I trust  that  your  actions  will  give  many 
others  permission  to  make  the  same  statement 
about  themselves. 

Vanessa  Sheridan 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

Thank  you 

Transgender  Tapestry 

Dear'/;?//  isgei  iderTcpestiy 

Thank  you  Tint  isgei  iclet  • Tapestry 1 and  IFGE. 
How  Ol  TR  organization  has  changed  my  life! 
I happened  upon  issue  # 74  on  the  magazine 
rack  at  Borders  bookstore  and  have  been  a loyal 
subscriber  ever  since.  Before  that  day  I never 
realized  there  were  any  other  people  like  me. 
Tlianks  to  Tramgender  Tapestry  ’I  have  lieen  able 
to  sort  through  the  burden  of  stereotypes  and 
misinformation  placed  upon  me  by  society.  I 
have  grown  to  understand  who  I am.  I am 
me,  I am  woman,  and  I like  who  I am. 

Because  of  my  profession,  I can  only  live 
as  my  true  self  during  evenings  and  weekends, 
wliich  troubles  me  greatly.  If  we  as  caring  and 
feeling  persons  can  help  others  to  understand 
us,  and  show  them  that  Ix-ing  transgendered 
is  not  a ‘bad  thing”,  but  an  important  part  of 
who  we  are  as  human  beings,  then  maybe 
someday  we  can  enlighten  our  society  to 


accept  diversity,  be  it  nationality,  race,  re- 
ligion, gender  or  sexual  preference.  Let  us 
educate  our  families,  employers,  friends 
and  colleagues.  It  may  be  generations  down 
the  road,  but  with  the  great  strides  we  have 
made  during  the  past  two  years  I have  hope 
for  the  future. 

I was  so  glad  to  hear  that,  with  a new 
distributor,  Tramgender  Tapestry  wrill  find  its 
way  to  more  newsstands.  Maybe  we  can  show 
other  ships  lost  at  sea  the  way  to  a safe  harbor 
of  self-awareness,  self-confidence  and  gender 
pride.  We  are  all  in  this  together,  and  we  have 
but  one  life  to  live,  so  let’s  do  this  right! 

Yours  in  Gender  Solidarity, 

Dierdre  Jennifer 

in  GA 

Crossdressing,  Sex 
and  Gender 

Dear  Editor: 

I am  writing  to  protest,  in  the  strongest 
possible  terms,  of  your  magazine's  recommen- 
dation of  the  Vern  and  Bonnie  Bullough’s 
book,  Cross-Dressing,  Sex,  at  id  Gendeti  I Jniver- 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  Press,  1993).  If  this  book 
represents,  as  your  pages  claim,  thirty  years  of 
research,  foe  authors  and  publisher  should  be 
ashamed  of  themselves. 

The  book  presents  an  extremely  boring 
and  far  from  innovative  history  of  cross-dress- 
ing. Tire  only  point  of  interest  was  their  report 
(on  p.  318)  that  the  proclivity  to  cross-dress 
may  arise  from  a prenatal  hormonal  imbalance, 
particularly  in  cases  where  die  cerebral  cortex  is 
stimulated  to  release  extra  adrenal  androgens 
before  and  after  birth.  And  yet,  considering 
their  own  findings  that  such  behavior  is  not 
always  environmentally  modified,  they  insist 
(along  with  the  mainstream  medical/ 
psychological  community)  that  CDs  are  men- 
tally ill  and  should  be  treated  with  daigs  and 
therapy. 

Not  only  do  I find  this  conclusion  both 
horrid  and  inaccurate,  but  also  I was  incensed 
by  their  statement  that  F2M  CDs  are  consid- 
ered normal.  What  kind  of  sexual  double  stan- 
dard is  this?  And  how  can  they  claim  that 
we’re  unhappy  in  our  lives,  and  must  try  to 
“cure”  us  with  lithium,  Prozac  and  other  anti- 
depressants? I for  one  was  only  occasionally 
depressed  in  my  male  role:  for  foe  most  part,  I 
liked  me.  I still  have  fond  memories  of  my 
male  self.  But  now  I am  happy,  joyful  and  whole 
all  of  the  time.  I have  finally  found  the  miss- 
ing piece  of  me.  I am  reveling  in  it  and  buying 
an  occasional  female  outfit.  This  is  a hell  of  a 
lot  more  fun  and  less  harmful  to  my  mental 
and  physical  well  lxjing  than  lithium  or  Prozac. 
What’s  more.  Eve  never  had  nor  currently 
have  a “rich  fantasy  life,”  as  the  Bulloughs 
claim  is  true  of  all  transgender  males.  I am 
teeth-grittingly  prosaic  in  my  approach  to 
life  and  love.  I live  firmly  in  the  present 
and  in  reality.  Even  so,  both  my  mental 


state  and  my  love  life  are  five  times  better 
now  than  they  ever  were  in  my  previous 
persona.  I can  well  imagine  that  some  poor 
CD  less  secure  in  themselves  than  I am  will 
read  this  book,  get  more  depressed  than  they 
already  are,  and  then  go  into  years  of  fruit- 
less and  expensive  counseling  and/or  drug 
therapy  which  leaves  them  even  more  unhappy 
titan  before. 

We  need  to  provide  a sane,  balanced,  realis- 
tic look  at  the  TG  world.  Such  as  that  in  Phyllis 
Burke’s  book  Gender  Shock,  not  the  paranoid 
ranting  of  two  MediBiz  lemmings  who  walk  in 
kxkstep  with  doctors  and  shrinks  who  still  think 
the  Kinsey  Report  wasn't  full  of  flaws  and  out- 
right lies.  And  oh,  by  foe  way,  their  “research” 
would  fail  any  test  put  to  it  by  the  scientific- 
method,  which  calls  for  strict  controls.  Despite 
all  their  superficially  impressive  charts,  the 
Bulloughs  admit  thai  they  don  t knowhow  many 
people  in  die  world  are  actually  CDs  or  TSs  be- 
cause so  many  of  them  keep  that  infonnation 
secret.  To  compensate  for  their  lack  of  num- 
bers, they  simply  make  up  their  own  percent- 
ages or  ratios.  But,  of  course,  they  are  Dis- 
tinguished Professors,  so  we  re  supposed  to 
swallow  their  findings  hook,  line  and  garter 
belt.  If  any  other  expert  in  any  other  field 
dared  put  out  a book  so  poorly  researched, 
they  would  have  been  crucified  for  even 
suggesting  such  findings  on  the  basis  of  so 
little  understanding. 

I don't  really  care  if  you  publish  tliis  letter. 
Just  pull  the  Bullough  book  from  your  recom- 
mended reading  list  before  it  causes  madness 
and  suicide  in  some  of  your  readers. 

Lynn  Rene  Bailey 

Cincinnati,  OH 

Legal  Gender  Change 

Dear  Transgender, 

I note  you  are  mentioning  a legal  gender 
change  without  operation.  I did  this  last  Feb. 
when  I took  my  papers  for  my  name  change 
into  have  my  license  changed.  And  again  when  I 
had  had  my  social  security  name,  and  sex 
changed 

I was  not  the  first.  I had  heard  of  others 
even  then.  I just  followed  foe  procedure  that  I 
would  have  if  I had  had  SRS.  At  the  time  I was 
still  a man  in  every  way.  I have  since  had  two 
surgeries  and  am  awaiting  approval  for  foe  third 
and  final,  not  from  my  therapist,  not  from  any 
insurance  company,  but  from  my  life  long 
companion  who  I married  32  years  ago. 

I am  who  I want  to  be  and  die  gender  was 
the  easiest  of  die  things  to  change.  Minnesota  is 
a very  gender  friendly  state.  I wish  I could  say 
the  same  for  my  insurance  company  of  die  last 
5 years.  We  have  no  law  diat  makes  companies 
covered  by  federal  law  provide  coverage.  Medi- 
cal, Healdi  Partners  do  cover  everything  includ- 
ing SRS. 

Pauline  M.  Vieths 

Ham  Lake,  MN  continued  on  page  60 
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Lucent  Technologies  Protects 
Transgendered  Employees 

Lucent  Technologies  became  the  latest 
business  to  provide  protection  for 
transgendered  employees,  with  what  may  be 
the  most  comprehensive  coverage  yet.  Lu- 
cent enjoys  a reputation  for  good  treatment 
of  its  employees,  and  boasts  one  of  the  lead- 
ing corporate  GLBT  employee  organizations, 
EQUAL!  (www.equal.org).  . 

Lucent’s  new  EEO  policy  contains  specific 
language  to  prohibit  discrimination  based  on  gen- 
der identity,  characteristics,  or  expression.  Lucent’s 
wording  creates  a separate,  but  equal,  status  for 
transgendered  employees.  The  wording  protects 
people  whose  gender  presentation  is  nontradi- 
tional,  including  masculine  women  and  feminine 
men. 

Fired  TS  calls  for 
Census  Boycott 

Former  US  Census  employee  Angela  Fox 
Bridgman  is  urging  people  to  boycott  the  US  cen- 
sus, in  protest  of  her  cruel  treatment  by  the 
Jeffersonville,  Indiana  branch  of  the  Census  Bu- 
reau. According  to  Angela,  she  was  forced  to  re- 
sign after  working  “in  a hostile  environment” 
where  she  was  referred  to  as  “shim”,  “it”,  and 
“that  thing”.  She  requested  sensitivity  training 
from  EAP  and  the  on-site  EEO  office,  but 
her  requests  were  ignored.  Her  requests  for 
transfer  and  help  from  her  supervisors  were 
also  ignored.  She  suffered  a breakdown  on 
the  job,  then,  shortly  after  returning,  resigned 
rather  than  risk  being  fired  in  the  face  of  the 
strongly  biased  charges  against  her. 

TGMag  suggests  that,  instead  of  a boycott, 
you  simply  create  a box  labeled  “other”  whenever 
you  are  asked  for  your  sex  or  gender,  and  check 
that  one. 

Urology  Times  Supports 
Intersex  Activists 

Urology  Times  writer  Anne  Sheck  noted  a 
wave  of  support  for  a halt  to  early  cosmetic  sur- 
gery for  intersexed  infants.  In  the  third  Urology 
Times  article  to  examine  the  debate  in  a year,  one 
surgeon  expressed  hope  that  we  are  seeing  the 
beginning  of  a return  to  a more  conservative  [fewer 
operations]  surgical  approach. 

Scheck  says  Dr.  William  Reiner,  a child  psy- 
chiatrist and  former  urological  surgeon  at 
Johns  Hopkins,  told  her  he  agrees  “in  essence” 
with  ISNA’s  position,  which  advocates  that 


children  be  allowed  to  participate  directly  in 
treatment  decisions.  He  added  that  extensive 
psychological  testing  ought  to  be  done  to  af- 
firm the  sex  role  before  surgery  is  considered. 
Unfortunately,  the  American  Academy  of  Pe- 
diatrics, the  American  Urological  Association, 
and  the  National  Association  of  Perinatal 
Medicine  still  apparently  see  no  reason  to  re- 
consider their  stances. 

Fox  Cops  Chase  Down 
Transpeople 

FOX  television  recently  made 
transpeople  the  target  of  an  extremely  biased 
and  pejorative  segment  of  The  World’s  Scari- 
est Police  Chases,  a “reality-based”  police  pro- 
gram. “They  could  be  high,  they  could  be 
insane,  they  could  be  both,”  the  voice-over 
says.  “These  suspects  are  so  dangerous,  so  reck- 
less, and  so  weird  that  they  make  these  chases 
unforgettable.”  During  the  “so  weird”  sec- 
tion, a TG  person  is  shown  being  forced  at 
gunpoint  from  a truck. 

Two  separate  clips  of  high-speed  chases  of 
vehicles  bearing  TG  folks  are  shown,  with  one 
suspect  being  identified  as  a “local  football  coach, 
well-known  and  well-liked.” 

The  segment  was  strongly  biased  against 
transpeople,  and  portrayed  them  as  freakish 
and  unreasonable. 

Pennsylvania  Civil  Rights  Initia- 
tive Includes  Gender 

A collaborative  effort  of  activist  groups 
and  concerned  individuals  is  seeking  to  pass 
civil  rights  legislation  designed  to  provide 
broad  protections  for  sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity'.  The  inclusive  effort  seeks 
protections  in  employment,  housing,  public 
accommodations,  and  in  education.  Statewide 
meetings  were  conducted  over  nine  months 
in  preparation  for  the  effort,  and  activists  are 
now  circulating  petitions  and  organizing 
groups  to  support  the  reform  intended  to 
make  Pennsylvania  the  second  state  to  pro- 
vide protections  for  transgender  people. 

Teacher  Terminated  for 
Sex  Change 

Michele  Hendricks,  a well-liked  agricul- 
tural teacher  at  a Wallingford,  CT  high  school, 
was  forced  to  resign  recently  because  she  is  a 
transsexual.  Parents  and  students  alike  at- 
tended a school  board  meeting  in  support  of 
Hendricks,  but  to  no  avail.  She  agreed  to  a 
retirement  arrangement  rather  than  risk  a cer- 


tain firing. 

City  Asserts  Right  to 
Taunt  Tyra 

Washington  D.C.  Corporation  Counsel 
contended  that  a city'  emergency  medical  tech- 
nician had  a “First  Amendment  right”  to 
shout  derogatory  names  at  Tyra  Hunter,  af- 
ter discovering  Hunter  had  a penis.  The  con- 
tention, later  withdrawn,  was  made  in  a brief 
as  part  of  the  city’s  response  to  a $10  million 
wrongful  death  lawsuit  brought  by  Tyra’s 
mother.  Outraged  GLBT  activists  responded 
quickly  and  angrily  to  the  assertion  of  a first 
amendment  right,  and  the  city  soon  retracted 
the  assertion.  At  a press  conference,  local  gay 
and  transgender  groups  criticized  the  city’s 
choice  to  allocate  funds  to  contest  the  Hunter 
lawsuit  rather  than  agree  to  an  out-of-court 
settlement. 

City  of  Houston:  Executive 
Order  Protects  TG  Employees 

In  February,  Houston  Mayor  Lee  P. 
Brown  signed  an  Executive  Order  to  prohibit 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation. 
The  definition  of  sexual  orientation,  based  on 
a similar  statue  in  Minnesota,  reads  “the  ac- 
tual or  perceived  status  of  a person  with  re- 
spect to  his  or  her  sexuality7.”  According  to 
persons  involved,  the  real  or  perceived  status 
of  a person’s  sexuality  “definitely  covers  the 
transgender  experience”.  Although  this 
would  appear  to  contradict  the  oft-repeated 
belief  by  some  activists  that  sex  and  gender 
are  different  things,  TG-supportive  Houston 
city  council  member  Annise  Parker  appar- 
ently believes  the  courts  will  concur  that  sexu- 
ality' includes  gender.  Houston’s  first  openly- 
queer  elected  member  of  Houston  City 
Council,  Parker  argued  transgender  inclusion 
from  the  time  of  her  election  campaign,  in 
which  TG  activists  were  apparently  very  help- 
ful. 

TS  Woman  Brutally  Murdered 
in  New  Jersey 

TS  Vianna  Faye  Williams  was  murdered  in 
late  Dec  97.  She  died  of  nine  stab  wounds  to  her 
back,  neck,  and  chest.  She  was  56,  a native  of 
Jamaica,  and  two  weeks  away  from  having  her 
SRS.  A suspect,  arrested  a week  after  the  killing 
while  trying  to  pawn  goods  stolen  from  the 
victim’s  apartment,  is  a minor. 
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Tampa  TS  Murdered;  Activists 
Demonstrate 

Tasha  Dunn,  a 42  year-old  sex  worker,  was 
found  bludgeoned  to  death  this  past  Valentine’s 
Day  in  a Tampa  parking  lot.  At  last  report, 
police  had  no  leads  or  motive  in  the  case.  About 
a dozen  people  - including  one  local  detective 
working  the  case  - turned  out  at  Tampa  City 
Hall  Plaza  to  draw  attention  to  the  violent 
death.  Demonstrators  were  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  Dunn,  but  showed  up  to  voice 
their  feelings  over  the  continuing  violence 
against  transpeople. 

In  a cruel  irony,  many  patrons  of  sex  work- 
ers go  out  of  their  way  to  seek  a transgender 
prostitute,  but  then  sometimes  wind  up  beat- 
ing them  and,  in  too  many  cases,  killing  them. 
While  the  demand  for  transgendered  sex  work- 
ers remain  high,  the  demand  for  TG  workers 
in  the  general  workplace  often  seems  non-exis- 
tent. 


Indiana  State  University  Votes 
to  Allow  LGBT  Discrimination 

This  past  February,  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Illinois  State  University  voted  unanimously 
to  accept  a new  University  constitution  which 
newly  excludes  “sexual  orientation”  from  its 
anti-discrimination  policy.  Justification  prof- 
fered by  the  board’s  legal  council  was  to  “bring 
the  University’s  constitution  in  line  with  state 
statutes.”  This  policy  change  came  weeks  after 
the  Administrative/  Professional  Council  rec- 
ommended that  insurance  and  other  related 
benefits  be  extended  to  included  same-sex 
couples. 


Pre-Operative  Transsexual  Wins 
Legal  Name  Change 

In  Pittsburgh,  transexual  woman  Lisa  Har- 
ris won  a court-ordered  name  change,  from 
Brian  to  Lisa,  after  living  for  22  years  as  a 
woman.  She  has  undergone  hormone  therapy 
and  had  facial  surgery  to  feminize  herself,  but 
has  not  had  Sexual  Reassignment  Surgery  (SRS). 


Transsexual  fights  poijce 

JOB  REJECTION 

TS  Cristiana  Rivas  is  fighting  back  against 
disqualification  from  the  San  Francisco  police 
department  based  on  a psychological  test.  She 
contests  the  validity  of  the  process,  saying  it  is 
prejudicial  to  transsexuals.  The  test  was  the  last 
hurdle  to  her  becoming  an  officer,  a process 
during  which  she  was  open  about  her 
transsexualism  from  the  start.  She  had  previ- 
ously passed  the  department’s  written,  oral,  lie- 
detector  and  physical  tests,  along  with  a thor- 


ough background  check. 

The  test  administrator  denied  any  bias 
against  transsexuals.  Rivas,  however,  said  that 
the  tester  (a  therapist)  kept  referring  to  her  as  a 
cross-dresser.  Rivas  later  paid  for  her  own  psy- 
chiatric evaluation  by  Dr.  Mary  Ann  Kim  who 
concluded  that  she  was  “emotionally  fit  and 
stable”  to  be  a police  officer. 

SF  Human  Rights  Commission  Supervi- 
sors are  discussing  the  case  with  police  Chief 
Fred  Lau  who  denied  any  departmental  sensi- 
tivity problem,  but  has  enlisted  the  help  of  TS 
Sgt.  Stephan  Thome  to  help  review  department 
policy. 


Federal  Court  Upholds  TS 
Inmates’  Right  to  Treatment 

This  past  March,  a U.S.  District  Court 
(D.C.)  ruled  that  transsexuals  are  entitled  to 
treatment  for  their  “disorder”  while  incarcer- 
ated in  federal  prison.  Although  the  court  al- 
lowed that  treatment  can  include  hormone 
therapy  and  psychological  counseling,  it  did  not 
make  any  recommendation  as  to  what  level  of 
treatment  is  appropriate.  The  Justices  failed  to 
rule  on  whether  requiring  transsexuals  to  dem- 
onstrate prior  history  before  receiving  hormone 
therapy  violates  their  rights  of  Equal  Protection. 
Such  demonstration  is  not  required  of  others 
in  order  to  obtain  medical  treatment. 

The  case  was  brought  to  the  court  by  Dee 
Farmer,  a TS  woman  imprisoned  in  Burner, 
NC.  Ms  Farmer  accused  Dr.  Morigitsu,  the 
Board  of  Prisons’  Medical  Director,  of  medical 
mistreatment,  by  not  approving  treatment  for 
her. 


O be  rijn  Runs  Trans 
Awareness  Week 

In  what  appears  to  be  the  first  event  of  it’s 
kind,  Oberlin  College  sponsored  the  first  ever 
“Trans  Awareness  Week”  this  past  April.  The 
week  included  workshops  by  Holly  Boswell,  a 
showing  of  “You  don’t  Know  Dick,”  and  an 
address  by  Leslie  Feinberg.  Capping  off  the 
week,  Oberlin’s  6th  annual  drag  ball  drew  over 
1700  participants  in  what  has  become  a staple 
event  for  the  college  community. 


UK  Transsexuals  Reject 
“Anti-Discrimination”  Paper 

According  to  Press  For  Change  (PFQ,  the 
UKs  transsexual  rights  lobby,  hundreds  of  TS 
people  are  writing  to  the  Department  for  Edu- 
cation and  Employment  (DfEE)  to  reject  pro- 


posals contained  in  a consultation  document 
commissioned  by  ministers  to  outlaw  discrimi- 
nation against  them. 

PFC  began  instructing  its  supporters  to  get 
out  and  protest  last  week,  when  the  DfEE  is- 
sued a “consultation”  paper  ostensibly  intended 
to  integrate  last  year’s  European  Court  of  Jus- 
tice ruling  on  employment  rights  with  the  Sex 
Discrimination  Act. 

“This  paper  isn’t  about  protecting  us  from 
society,”  says  PFC  spokeswoman  Christine 
Bums,  “It  seems  to  be  about  protecting  society 
from  us” 

The  paper  suggests  that  it  should  be  legal 
to  prevent  transsexual  people  from  being  em- 
ployed in  any  jobs  dealing  with  people  under 
the  age  of  eighteen,  or  in  professions  involving 
intimate  contact  with  members  of  the  public. 

Press  for  Change  legal  expert,  Stephen 
Whittle,  adds:  “The  only  purpose  of  these  pro- 
posals is  to  water  down  the  rights  we’ve  already 
won.” 


British  Transsexual  Loses  Claim 
to  Wife’s  Fortune 

An  FTM  transsexual  has  lost  his  claim  to 
a share  of  his  wife’s  substantial  fortune.  The 
man,  who  remains  unidentified,  married  the 
woman  without  divulging  his  past.  After  17 
years,  the  wife  had  their  marriage  declared  null 
and  void  after  discovering  the  truth  via  his  birth 
certificate.  She  claims  to  have  believed  that 
her  husband  was  male,  but  with  a very  small  or 
deformed  penis. 

Three  Court  of  Appeal  judges  ruled,  be- 
cause of  his  ‘gross  deception’  in  marrying  her 
without  disclosing  the  truth,  he  was  not  entitled 
to  a share  of  the  family  fortune  which  she  had 
inherited.  He  continues  to  fight  for  the  right 
to  have  contact  with  the  children,  a boy  of  nine 
and  a girl  of  four.  One  justice  held  out  hope 
that  British  transsexuals  who  undergo  “full  re- 
constructive surgery”  may  eventually  be  able 
to  contract  valid  marriages  in  their  new  sex. 
However,  the  court  came  down  hard  against 
any  deception  on  the  part  of  a transsexual  in 
entering  a marriage. 


Paying  the  Price  of  Gold 

Former  champion  East  German  athletes 
are  beginning  to  testify  about  the  effects  of 
exploitive  use  of  hormones  for  competitive  ad- 
vantage. Besides  liver,  kidney  and  lung  defects 
and  cancers,  some  are  also  revealing  a strong 
transsexual  nature.  Former  European  women’s 
shot-put  champion  Heidi  Krieger  claims  that 
the  pills  she  was  fed  by  her  trainer  and  doctor 
effectively  turned  her  into  a man.  Heidi  legally 
changed  his  name  to  Andreas,  had  his  breasts 


surgically  removed,  and  is  now  agonizing  about 
SRS.  Swimmer  Roland  Schmidt  is  one  of  at 
least  12  male  athletes  to  have  had  unwanted 
breasts  surgically  removed. 

Hundreds  of  trainers,  officials  and  medics 
are  under  investigation  for  the  systematic  state- 
sponsored  doping  of  more  than  2000  athletes, 
some  as  young  as  10  and  11,  over  a 20-year  pe- 
riod. Young  athletes  were  routinely  told  to  take 
“vitamin”  pills,  which  were  in  fact  hormones. 
A team  of  60  Berlin  detectives,  armed  with  docu- 
ments showing  that  orders  for  the  hormone- 
doping policy  came  from  the  Central  Commit- 
tee, has  been  closing  in  on  those  responsible. 

Danish  TS  Denied  Right  to  Vote 

In  Denmark  last  November,  authorities 
presented  an  MTF  TS  with  a choice:  out  your- 
self at  the  polls,  or  don’t  vote.  Her  election 
card  referred  to  her  as  “male”,  and  the  election 
official  said,  “this  is  not  your  card,  this  is  for  a 
male”.  She  asked  for  a written  statement  to  that 
effect  and  has  been  writing  letters  ever  since  to 
city,  regional,  and  ministry  officials.  All  re- 
sponded that  she  could  not  vote  while  her  iden- 
tity was  questionable.  At  the  same  time,  Dan- 
ish authorities  have  denied  her  the  right  to 
change  her  name.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
officials  will  help  her  find  a way  to  vote. 

TS  Kickboxer  Wins  Bangkok 
Debut 

A 16-year-old  Thai  kickboxer  has  been 
making  big-time  Bangkok  headlines  for  winning 
at  “one  of  the  world’s  roughest  sports”  while 
wearing  full  makeup,  lipstick,  nail  polish,  and  a 
hairband.  “Katoey”  (a  local  term  for 
crossdresser  or  third  sex)  Parinya  Kiatbusaba 
plans  to  spend  some  of  hir  prize  money  on  cos- 
metic surgery. 

Following  hir  first  victor}'  before  a crowd 
of  10,000,  Parinya  reportedly  told  Thailand’s 
“Nation”  newspaper,  “I  had  a big  fight  today 
and  proved  that  I can  do  it  like  a man,  even 
though  my  feelings  deep  inside  are  very  femi- 
nine.” 

Katoeys  have  also  earned  praise  in  volley- 
ball, where  an  all-katoey  team  has  been  the  na- 
tional champion.  In  1996,  the  Thai  national  vol- 
leyball team’s  two  best  players  were  katoeys, 
but  the  volleyball  association  removed  them  out 
of  “concern  for  reactions  in  international  com- 
petitions.” 

Buenos  Aires  to  Have  New 

CONTRAVENTIONAL  CODE 

In  progress  stimulated  by  the  actions  of  a 
wide  coalition  of  human  rights  organizations, 
the  new  City’s  Legislature  has  taken  on  the  task 


of  drafting  a Contraventional  Code.  The  Code 
will  replace  the  old  Police  Edicts,  that  were  (and 
still  are)  a primary'  “legal”  tool  used  to  justify  all 
kinds  of  police  abuse  of  transvestites,  sex  work- 
ers, street  children,  the  poor,  homeless  people, 
gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals  and  illegal  imigrants. 
The  Buenos  Aires  GLTB  community'  asks  that 
allies  abroad  exert  pressure  on  representatives 
to  be  inclusive  of  provisions  which  will  effec- 
tively stop  the  targeting  of  these  people. 

Apparently,  “contraventions”  are  actions 
conducted  for  non-criminal  reasons,  and  as  such 
are  administered  differently  from  the  criminal 
codes.  Activists,  including  Alejandra  Sarda,  are 
calling  for  reduction  in  the  autonomy  and 
power  of  the  police  in  enforcing  these  actions 
and  including  the  regular  participation  of  Hu- 
man Rights  organizations. 

Eurocourt  Hears  Transsexuals 

Two  transpersons  have  brought  their  dis- 
crimination cases  against  the  British  government 
to  Europe’s  Human  Rights  Court,  which  at  the 
tune  of  this  writing  had  begun  deliberations  as 
to  whether  the  Human  Rights  Convention  re- 
quires recognition  of  sexual  identities  altered 
through  reassignment  surgery'.  The  European 
Commission  on  Human  Rights  had  already 
found  15-1  that  Britain  violates  the  Conven- 
tion, but  that  ruling  is  not  binding  on  the  Court. 

Although  socialized  medicine  supports  re- 
assignment surgery,  Britain  will  not  issue  new 
birth  certificates,  driver’s  licenses  or  passports 
showing  reassigned  sex  and  changed  name.  This 
prevents  transsexuals  from  legally  marrying 
someone  of  the  sex  opposite  their  reassigned  one 
(but  presumably  not  someone  of  the  same  sex), 
as  well  as  exposing  them  to  potential  discrimi- 
nation on  showing  of  their  identification. 

Plaintiff  Kristina  Sheffield  says  she  was 
fired  from  her  job  as  a pilot  soon  after  return- 
ing to  work  after  surgery  and  has  been  unable 
to  find  employment  as  a pilot  ever  since.  She 
says  one  interviewer  told  her,  “We  have  no  in- 
tention of  giving  you  a job.  We  just  wanted  to 
have  a look  at  you.”  She  believes  she  will  never 
be  able  to  find  work  as  a pilot  as  long  as  her 
birth  certificate  shows  her  as  male. 

Now  It’s  Our  Fingerprints 

The  Sunday  Times  reported  that  British 
scientists  studying  the  roots  of  male  sexuality 
found  that  gay  men’s  fingerprints  are  more  simi- 
lar to  those  of  women  than  to  those  of  hetero- 
sexual men.  Some  feel  that  the  research  adds 
weight  to  suggestions  that  homosexuality'  is  ge- 
netic. GLBT  activists,  though,  have  expressed 
concern  that  the  information  could  be  used 
against  gays. 


Professor  Richard  Green,  specializing  in 
sexuality  and  law  at  Charing  Cross  hospital  in 
London  and  the  Institute  of  Criminology  at 
Cambridge  University,  spent  two  years  find- 
ing that,  although  fingerpnnts  are  unique  to  each 
individual,  and  both  men  and  women  have 
more  ridges  on  their  right  hand  than  on  their 
left,  the  difference  is  less  marked  in  women,  and, 
according  to  the  study,  in  gay  men. 

Popular  Drummer  leaves  band 

AFTER  SEX  CHANGE 

Drummer  Michelle  Josef  says  she  was  fired 
from  one  of  Canada’s  most  popular  country'  mu- 
sic bands,  Prairie  Oyster,  because  she  is  trans- 
sexual. She  joined  the  band  in  1995  as  a man, 
and  began  transitioning  to  living  as  a woman  in 
early  1997.  Josef  reportedly  claims  that  the 
band’s  management  felt  that  they  were  playing 
to  a conservative,  mostly  white,  heterosexual 
audience,  and  that  a transsexual  drummer  would 
not  be  well  received  by  fans.  Prairie  Oyster 
management  claims  that  the  sex  change  was  not 
an  issue. 

Josef  was  named  Canadian  Country'  Mu- 
sic Association  drummer  of  the  year,  and  hon- 
ored as  best  blues  drummer  at  the  Maple  Blues 
Awards  in  February  1998.  She  is  still  working, 
and  played  for  three  bands  a the  Canadian  Music 
Week  blowout  in  early  1998.  She  reports  that 
people  in  the  music  business  have  been  far  more 
supportive  than  she  expected.  Her  expectations 
of  the  machismo,  old-boy  music  biz  network 
were  unnecessary,  as  curiosity,  rather  than  hos- 
tility, is  the  theme. 

“Christians”  Attack  Bahaman 
GLBT  Neighbors 

After  the  story  of  a cruise  ship  being  turned 
away  at  a Caribbean  port  because  it  carried  an 
avowedly  gay  passenger  group,  Christians  in  the 
Bahamas  have  been  agitating  for  a closure  of 
their  islands  to  gay  visitors.  Local  GLBT  folk, 
lacking  any  established  organization  or  advo- 
cacy network,  are  wondering  what  difficult 
times  lay  ahead.  In  a move  intended  to  show 
leadership  and  quiet  the  Christian  outcry,  the 
Bahamas  Prime  Minister  announced  on  televi- 
sion that  the  government  would  not  discrimi- 
nate against  any  group,  foreign  or  domestic.  He 
rebuked  the  Bahamas  Christian  Council  lead- 
ers for  causing  hysteria  and  quoted  the  Bible 
about  the  practice  of  Christianity'.  This  strong 
stand  was  met  by  Christians  with  even  more 
anti-glbt  rhetoric. 

Please  send  news  items  (only)  to  news@ifge.org,  or  to 
News  c/o  IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229 
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Al  Ferreira  has  been  a leading  advocate  for  gay  and  lesbian  youth  since  he 
founded  Project  10  East,  an  in-school  gay/straight  alliance.  P10E  has  been  both  a 
saving  grace  for  otherwise  isolated  GLBT  and  questioning  youth,  and  a shining 
beacon  of  what  is  possible.  Lately,  Al's  perspective  on  issues  of  difference  has 
broadened  to  include  gender,  and  today  he  is  a leading  advocate  for  freedom  of 
gender  expression  and  identity  for  all  people,  but  especially  those  of  fewer  years. 


TGMag:  Why  are  you,  a gay  man, 
talking  about  and  concerned  with 
issues  of  gender? 

AF:  I think  the  foundation  for  op- 
pression within  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  is  based  on  gender.  Any- 
one who  transgresses  gender  norms 
tend  to  be  those  who  are  targeted 
for  either  physical  or  verbal  abuse. 
Feminine  men  or  masculine  women 
are  the  first  targets  of  harassment  and 
violence.  I don't  think  you  can  sepa- 
rate issues  of  gender  from  those  of 
sexual  orientation.  They’re  so  inter- 
woven in  their  impact  from  a per- 
sonal point  of  view  and  from  a po- 
litical point  of  view,  that  to  have 
them  separate  just  doesn’t  make  any 
sense  to  me  as  an  educator.  And  in 
order  to  understand  how  important 
gender  identity  is  in  adolescent  de- 
velopment it’s  really  critical  for  ev- 
eryone to  be  aware  of  what  the  con- 
tinuum of  possibilities  is. 

TGMag:  Did  you  personally  suffer 
fimngender-based  oppression? 

AF:  Absolutely.  In  elementary 
school  I would  have  been  classified 
as  a “sissy  boy”  and  as  a result  I got 
verbally  and  physically  harassed,  not 
only  from  my  peers  but  unfortu- 
nately also  from  adults  in  the  school 
system,  which  was  very  disturbing. 
The  worst  occurrence  for  me  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Fifth  grade  who 
whacked  me  in  the  back  of  the  head 
with  his  college  ring  and  told  me  to 
“act  more  like  a man”. 

TGMag:  Ouch. 

AF:  Yeah,  and  I don’t  think  fifth 
graders  should  be  men  anyway.  I 


think  they’re  still  supposed  to  be 
boys. 


TGMag:  It  appears  our  society 
doesn ’t  allow  children  the  gift  of 
chUdloood 

AF:  Exactly.  Now,  I see  that  [inci- 
dent] as  really  child  abuse  and  as- 
sault. That  would  be  a serious  of- 
fense in  the  school  today. 

TGMag:  How  did  you  come  to 
found  P 10  E? 

AF:  This  is  my  twenty  sixth  year 
in  the  Cambridge  public  school 
system.  I started  the  photography 
program  here,  maybe  twenty  years 
ago,  I guess.  Then  a little  over  ten 
years  ago  a former  student  of  mine 
who  had  studied  photography 
with  me  for  two  years  committed 
suicide  the  summer  after  his  gradu- 
ation, after  he  had  been  accepted 
to  college.  That  was  my  ethical  and 
moral  turning  point.  I had  been 
very  closeted  up  to  that  point  as  a 
gay  man.  I thought  my  personal 
and  professional  life  could  be  sepa- 
rated easily.  I realized  my  silence 
was  a part  of  his  isolation,  and  1 
later  found  out  through  his  former 
girlfriend  that  he  had  been  staig- 
gling  with  his  sexual  orientation 
and  had  felt  alone  in  this  high 
school  with  over  two  thousand  stu- 
dents in  it.  I went  to  the  principal 
and  I told  him  that  I wanted  to  start 
a support  group  and  that’s  how  it 
started,  in  the  1987-88  school  year. 
This  will  be  our  tenth  year  of 
Project  10  East  at  the  high  school. 
It  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  a pub- 
lic high  school  on  the  east  coast. 


TGMag:  Was  coming  out  difficult? 


Feminine 
men  or 
masculine 


AF:  Yeah,  it  was.  It  was  real  scary 
and  real  difficult.  I chose  to  have 
an  assembly.  I came  out  to  almost 
the  entire  staff  of  three  hundred,  all 
at  once.  In  some  ways  that  made  it 
easier,  but  also  very  frightening  too. 


women 


TGMag:  Was  the  experience  en- 
lightening? 


are  the  first 
targets  of 
harassment 
and 

violence. 


AF:  Oh,  yeah.  I got  every  reaction 
that  you  can  think  of,  from  those 
that  were  completely  surprised  that 
I was  gay,  to  those  that  knew  I was 
and  one  colleague  who  said  he  had 
felt  hurt  that  I hadn’t  trusted  him 
with  that  information.  That  was 
one  I hadn’t  anticipated. 


TGMag:  What  suptisedyou  about 
bis  response  as  a straight  matt? 

AF:  He  just  thought  that  he  pre- 
sented himself  in  a way  that  was 
completely  trustworthy.  So,  he 


didn't  understand.  He  was  hurt. 
That  was  really  an  interesting  re- 
sponse. 

TGMag:  And  you  kept  your  job? 

AF:  No.  Not  fired,  no.  I actually 
received  a tremendous  amount  of 
support  from  the  principal  at  the 
high  school.  Then  when  things 
started  to  expand  even  further  and 
I was  asked  to  speak  at  conferences 
around  the  country  and  do  presen- 
tations or  television  appearances 
the  superintendent  started  freeing 
me  up  from  my  teaching  loads.  I 
was  now  working  sixty  hours  a 
week,  so  it  got  a little  insane. 

TGMag:  This  all  focused  around 
and  continued  togrmv front  your 
concern  for  students? 

AF:  Oh,  yeah.  I was  doing  a lot- 
travelling around  the  country  and 
helping  create  safe  spaces  in  other 
school  systems,  doing  television  ap- 
pearances, Larry  King  Live,  a lot 
of  things.  Five  years  ago  my  as- 
signment was  a full-time  assign- 
ment: pre-kindergarten  through 
twelfth  grade  staff  development 
concerning  gender  identity  and 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Cam- 
bridge public  school  system.  To 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  that  was 
the  first  position  of  its  kind  in  the 
United  States.  The  Cambridge 
public  school  system  has  been  re- 
ally supportive. 

TGMag:  That  really  speaks  well 
for  Cambridge. 

AF:  The  new  superintendent  that 
we  have,  Bobbi  DiElisandro,  has 
continued  that  commitment  to  eq- 
uity around  gender  and  sexual  ori- 
entation. She’s  very  solid  and  very 
committed  to  not  just  maintaining 
what  we  have  built,  but  to  making 
improvements. 

TGMag:  What  concerns  do  par- 
ents voice? 

AF:  Parents  have  had  issues  in  both 
directions,  more  concerned  than 
hostile.  I’ve  had  few  hostile  par- 
ents, really.  The  most  hostility  that 
I encountered  from  parents  was 
when  we  started  doing  outreach 
into  the  elementary  schools.  There 
was  a lot  of  concern  about  age-ap- 


propriate information  around  gen- 
der identity  and  sexual  orientation. 
And  that’s  rightly  so.  I think  par- 
ents should  be  concerned  about  the 
kind  of  information  that’s  being 
given  to  children.  I worked  with 
parents,  teachers  and  students  to 
develop  a set  of  guidelines  for  par- 
ents and  teachers  to  work  with  when 
the  question  of  gender  identity  and 
sexual  orientation  comes  up  with  el- 
ementary school  children. 

TGMag:  So,  you  ’re  outwardly  ad- 
dtvssing  sexual orientation  andgeti- 
der  identity  > issues  together. 

AF:  Yes,  yes.  I think  they  have  to 
be  done  together.  I really  don't  think 
you  can  separate  the  two. 

TGMag:  What  developed  in  the 
ptimary  school fnogram? 

AF:  I’m  not  doing  it  all  any  more. 
I've  fortunately  gotten  a lot  of  help 
and  we  have  a new  position  in  the 
school  system  which  is  the  Parent 
Liaison  to  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community.  Emmy  Howe  is  filling 
that  position  now  and  she’s  doing 
the  elementary  work  now. 

TGMag:  VV  hat  projects  is  Ms.  Howe 
developing? 

AF:  Well,  what  she’s  doing  now  is 
working  with  the  parents,  adminis- 
trators and  teachers  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools.  Actually,  some  of  the 
junior  high  school  workshops  will 
be  led  by  the  high  school  students 
from  Project  10  East.  The  students 
are  peer  leaders  and  they  carry  a 
great  deal  of  impact  with  elementary 
school  kids.  Just  to  let  them  know 
that  there’s  safe  space,  that  we  in- 
vite seventh  and  eighth  grade  stu- 
dents to  come  up  to  the  high  school 
if  they  need  support.  If  there  aren’t 
enough  students  at  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  level,  they’re  welcome 
to  join  us. 

TGMag:  What  kind  of  student  in- 
volvement  is  in  the  middle  school? 

AF:  Well,  in  fact,  Mikela  came  up 
to  us  when  she  was  an  eighth  grade 
student  and  she’s  been  active  since 
then. 

TGMag:  Mikela,  what  is  your  ex- 
perience? 


The  students 
are  peer 
leaders 
and  they 
carry  a 
great  deal 
of  impact 
with 

elementary 
school  kids, 


M:  It  was  very  helpful  for  me.  I’m 
really  glad  to  have  pretty  much 
gone  through  all  my  sexual  orien- 
tation issues  at  a pretty  early  age, 
so  now  I can  just  concentrate  on 
my  life. 

It  really  helped  me  get  a handle 
on  what  I was  doing  and  what  I 
wanted  to  be. 

TGMag:  Al,  what  woiddyou  say 
to  other  people  who  would  like  to 
create  sometlxing  like  this  in  their 
schools? 

AF:  They  can  certainly  get  in  touch 
with  us.  Project  10  East’s  telephone 
number  is  617-349-6486.  Project  10 
East  Inc.,  the  community-based 
outreach  program  with  an  office  in 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
has  drop-in  times  on  Wednesday 
and  Friday  afternoons  for  teens.  We 
are  also  running  a support  group 
that  is  totally  focused  on  gender 
identity  issues. 

We  have  a psychologist  who 
will  be  leading  discussion  groups  for 
parents  and  children  who  are  strug- 
gling with  various  gender  identity 
issues. 

TGMag:  What  is  your  experience 
with  young  people  who  come  to 
you  specifically  with  gender  iden- 
tity issues? 


AF:  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
I think  we  are  the  only  public  high 
school  that  welcomes  transgendered 
youth.  Though,  we  haven’t  had  a 
tremendous  amount  of  success.  I 
think  that  is  in  part  due  to  the  fact 
that  to  date  the  transgendered 
youth  that  come  here  have  come 
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here  through  the  Department  of  So- 
cial Services  and  carry  a lot  of  addi- 
tional concerns.  They  have  a really 
difficult  time.  They  are  already  re- 
jected from  their  families  and  are 
living  in  state  housing.  That  is  re- 
ally different.  For  people  who  are 
not  aware  of  what  that  is,  although 
there  are  support  systems  in  state 
housing,  they  are  not  at  all  times 
the  most  nurturing  environments 
for  the  transgendered  youth. 

TGMag:  Is  familial  rejection  a 
genuine  problem  ? 

AF:  Oh,  yeah.  It  sure  is  a real  prob- 
lem. I think  that  familial  rejection 
is  probably  the  worst  fear  that  any 
young  person  can  face.  I think  that 
is  probably  the  largest  emotional 
obstacle  to  get  past. 

TGMag:  And  resources  for  these 
students  are  inadequate ? 

AF:  Absolutely,  yes.  Male  to  female 
transgendered  youth  are  placed  in 
all  male  housing-based  on  their 
genitalia  rather  than  their  gender 
identity.  I think  that  that  is  wrong. 


I do  not  think  it’s  healthy.  I do 
not  think  it  is  particularly  nur- 
turing. I do  not  know  how  that 
can  be  resolved.  It’s  one  of  my 
dreams  that  at  some  point, 
eventually,  there  will  be  a foun- 
dation established  so  that  we 
could  have  a house  where  youth 
can  go  to  find  a focus  on  educa- 
tion, and  personal  excellence, 
that  is  supportive,  both  around 
gender  identity  and  sexual  ori- 
entation. 

TGMag:  Is  there  anything 
more  that  you  want  to  say  ? 

AF:  I think  that  people  in  other 
school  systems  need  not  be 
afraid  to  talk  about  gender  iden- 
tity as  an  issue,  and  really  un- 
derstand how  much  pressure  all 
young  people  have  placed  upon 
them  to  fit  the  norm.  I think 
that’s  really  critical  and  that  ev- 
eryone is  hurt  by  a lack  of  that 
understanding.  I think  the  na- 
ture of  gender  identity  is  op- 
pressive to  begin  with.  There 
are  such  narrow  definitions  for 
what  it  means  to  be  a man  and 


what  it  means  to  be  a woman  in 
our  society. 

TGMag:  How  can  the 

transgendered  community  provide 
better  support  for  transgendered 
youth ? 

AF:  Be  as  visible  as  possible.  I think 
breaking  the  silence  has  to  occur 
from  a modeling  point  of  view,  that 
out  transgendered  adults  are  really 
particularly  important  for  young 
people  to  see,  and  hear.  Publicize 
the  Gendertalk  program,  get  the 
Transgender  magazine  in  as  many 
locations  as  possible.  Mail  it  to 
friends  and  people  who  will  have 
it  out  and  in  schools. 


TGMag:  Thank  you,  what  a nice 
plug.  It  really  is  our  leading  ve- 
hicle. 


AF:  I think  Transgender  magazine 
gives  people  an  opportunity  to  start 
thinking  about  how  powerful  the 
concept  of  gender  identity  is  in  all 
of  our  lives. 


End. 
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of  Electrolysis  in  1982 
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Texture  of  hair  and  sensitivity  of  the  area  determine  techniques  best  suited  to  you. 
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Recently  two 
people  high  up 
in  the  gender 
community,  one 
incoming  and 
the  other 
outgoing, 
made 
identical 

comments  to 
me: 
"Be  careful 
that  things  like 
race  and  class 
don't  make 
GenderPAC 
"lose  its  focus. 


Now,  I thought  these  were 
very  interesting  comments.  For 
them  to  be  understood,  they 
could  only  be  held  between  two 
employed  white  people. 

For  instance,  I assume  that 
one  African-American 
transperson  would  not  warn 
another  that  race  is  diluting  our 
political  focus.  Such  a comment 
would  be  irrational. 

Some  of  us  don't  have  the 
luxury  of  choosing  our  focus. 
Focus  is  helped  when  one  has 
the  luxury  of  a one-dimensional 
oppression.  I'm  reminded  of  two 
different  incidents.  I recently 
heard  a member  of  the  National 
Black  Lesbian  & Gay  Leadership 
Forum  say,  "You  know,  when- 
ever I go  to  a black  conference, 
we're  ‘that  gay  group.’  And 
whenever  I go  to  a gay  confer- 
ence, we're  'that  black  group.'” 
There  was  no  political  space 
where  he  was  welcome  to 
express  his  entire  self. 

Another  was  the  Tyra 
Hunter  incident  in  Washington, 
DC.  A former  board  member  of 
the  NAACP  wrote  them,  asking 
them  to  speak  out  on  Hunter’s 
death.  She  received  a letter  back 
saying  in  effect,  "This  is  awful. 

But  our  issue  is  race,  not 
gender." 

It  seems  to  me  that  gender  is 
no  one's  issue:  not  feminism's, 
and  certainly  not  gay  rights.  So 
maybe  GenderPAC  should  be 
like  everyone  else,  and  become  a 
single-issue  group. 

I remain  hopeful  that  we 
can  learn  something  from  our 
oppression-other  than  how  to 
repeat  it;  we  can  do  something 
better  with  whatever  national 
movement  is  emerging. 

I believe  that  we  are  more 
complicated  than  the  political 
movements  which  claim  to 
represent  us.  In  our  lives  and 
experiences  many  different  kinds 
of  oppression  meet  and  overlap. 


Maybe  a 
gender 
movement 
is  a much 
more 
powerful , 
inclusive, 
and  brood 
thing  than 
we  ever 
dared 
hope. 


I believe  that  any  progressive 
movement  should  get  out  of  the 
business  of  policing  "focus”,  and 
instead  encourage  its  members 
to  use  the  complexity  of  their 
lived  experience  as  an  important 
asset  instead  of  a dangerous 
disadvantage.  To  draw  on  it  to 
make  connections  instead  of 
separations.  We  need  to  build 
bridges  to  each  other,  not  burn 
them. 

Do  I hope  GenderPAC  will 
spend  its  last  dime  working  on 
issues  of  race,  class,  and  sexual 
orientation  this  year?  No,  I 
don't.  Not  because  these  don't 
overlap  in  important  ways  with 
gender,  but  because  others  are 
already  doing  that  work. 

What  I hope  that  we  will 
do,  is  continue  to  stress  that 
overlap,  because  I believe  it 
represents  the  reality  for  so 
many  of  us  whose  lives  are  not 
simple,  straightforward,  or  one- 
dimensional. 

I'll  close  with  one  other 
example.  As  many  of  you  know, 
GenderPAC  has  just  launched 
its  second  national  study,  this 
one  on  Discrimination  in  the 
Workplace.  It's  being  conducted 
with  the  National  Gay  & Lesbian 
Task  Force  and  the  National 
Center  for  Lesbian  Rights. 

We're  finding  something 
very  interesting.  So  far,  almost 
40%  of  gay  respondents  who 
experience  discrimination  report 
it  is  because  of  gender  percep- 
tion. Almost  half  of  the  trans- 
gender respondents  who  are 
harassed  or  discriminated 
against  report  that  it's  because 
of  the  perception  that  they're 
gay  or  lesbian. 

Maybe  there's  hope.  Maybe 
a gender  movement  is  a much 
more  powerful,  inclusive,  and 
broad  thing  than  we  ever  dared 
hope.  If  only  we  can  keep  the 
faith,  and  keep  our  ears,  our 
eyes,  and  our  minds  open. 
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Column: 


G 


nna  E.  Israel 


Curious 

Comments 


This  article  was  inspired 
by  one  of  my  clients 
who  recently  read  my 
book,  co-authored  witi  i 
Donald  Tarver,  M.D. 
The  book’s  name  is 
Transgender  Care  and 
within  it  my  client  had 
read  about  die  difficul- 
ties many  transgender 
persons  encounter,  so 
much  so  drat  a substantial  number  of 
men  and  women  live  on  die  edge  of 
homelessness.  My  client  was  surprised 
to  actually  heir  diat  diere  are  a number 
of  homeless  transgender  persons. 
Heaiing  diis  helped  validate  for  her  die 
fact  diat  gender  issues  actually  cross  a 
variety  of  social  and  economic  brack- 
ets. 


Yes,  diere  are  homeless  persons 
widiin  our  community.  There  is  in  fact 
so  much  diversity  in  our  community 
it’s  amazing,  even  tremendously  chal- 
r lenging  to  comprehend  all  at  once.  It 
takes  a litde  exploration  and  effort  to 
truly  understand  how  much  diversity 
really  exists.  For  example,  if  a person 
only  stays  cloistered  within  his  or  her 
own  small  world  and  group  of  friends, 
he  or  she  may  never  get  a chance  to 
meet  die  others  that  exist  within  our 
community.  This  article  is  designed  to 
provide  information  about  issues 
within  die  transgender  community  diat 
many  people  normally  don't  hear 
about. 


Yes,  dieie  ate  transgen- 
der  persons  in 
prison,  jail  or  cus- 
tody. What  bears 
contemplation  how- 
ever is  how  diey  got 
there,  as  well  as  how 
incarceration  effects 
their  transitions.  In 
prison  a jierson's  tran- 
sition Ls  typically  put 
on  hold.  Many  pris- 
ons do  not  allow  transgender  peisons 
to  receive  hormone  administration, 
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and  die  person  Ls  typically  housed  ac- 
cording to  liis  or  her  genitals.  There- 
fore, if  you  commit  a crime  and  have 
breasts  and  penis,  you  are  going  to  a 
men's  prison. 

Some  prisons  provide  segrega- 
tion or  protective  custody  for  trans- 
gender  prisoners,  however  that  means 
an  individual  can  expect  to  receive  very 
few'  privileges.  Protective  custody  usu- 
ally means  being  in  a cell  23  hours  a 
clay  widi  little  other  activity.  No  exer- 
cise, no  work,  probably  no  law  library. 
A feminine  transgender  person  in  a 
men's  prison  can  expect  to  lie  sexually 
harassed,  enslaved,  beaten,  possibly 
killed,  and  even  contract  HIV  infec- 
tion. Those  who  do  not  noticeably 
appear  transgendered  or  weak,  hope 
for  their  veiy  lives  that  no  one  finds 
out.  Being  transgendered  in  prison 
doubles  the  harassment  and  victim- 
ization, having  HIV  triples  it. 

I mentioned  prisons  because  I 
believe  my  readers  may  find  it  inter- 
esting to  learn  how  many  transgender 
persons  end  up  in  prison.  Based  on 
my  experience  interacting  with  insti- 
tutions, I have  observed,  more  often 
than  not,  transgender  prisoners 
heavily  penalized  for  non-violent 
crimes.  These  typically  include  credit 
card  fraud,  property  theft,  prostitu- 
tion or  dmg  use.  Frequently  die  per- 
son comes  from  an  extremely  preju- 
diced location  or  an  extremely  de- 
pressed socio-economic  situation.  In 
other  words  they  are  broke,  may  have 
used  drugs  and  cannot  find  employ- 
ment. The  often  cannot  find  work  due 
to  prejudice  and/orlack  of  education. 

Can  you  imagine  receiving  an 
eight-year  prison  sentence  for  stealing 
a $ 10.00  dress?  Can  you  imagine  be- 
ing unable  to  afford  to  leave  town, 
and  your  only  chance  for  employment 
is  prostitution?  These  are  die  realities 
for  impoverished  deeply  hurting 
transgender  persons  in  areas  wdiere 
prejudices  and  poverty  dominate  so- 
ciety. If  you  cun  endy  have  a roof  over 
your  head,  and  have  employment,  con- 
sider yourself  blessed.  There  are  a lot 
of  transgender  persons  from  rural  and 
inner  city  communities  who  are 
trapped  and  desperate. 


I have 

observed, 

more  often 

than  not, 

transgender 

prisoners 

heavily 

penalized 

for 

non-violent 

crimes. 


ho  would  have  ever  thought  that  an 
MTF  transgender  woman  can  men- 
struate and  bear  children?  Or,  for  diat 
matter,  who  would  have  ever  diouglit 
that  FTM  individuals  can  impregnate 
a female  after  bottom  surgery?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  quite  a numlier  of  per- 
sons believe  such  diings  ate  possible. 

Over  die  years  I have  heard  many 
arguments  in  support  of  homiones 
and  surgery  on  demand.  The  most 
strongly  argued  point  is  typically  that 
transgender  men  and  women  should 
lie  allowed  to  seek  medical  procedures 
directly  because  diey  have  die  right  to 
decide  what  diey  want  to  do  widi  tiieir 
bodies.  These  people  usually  feel 
confident  diat  all  transgender  persons 
are  capable  of  infonning  themselves 
regarding  available  medical  care. 

Typically,  I don't  waste  my  time 
getting  involved  in  procedure-on-de- 
mand  arguments.  That  is  because 
nobody  really  wins.  I strongly  sup- 
port people's  rights  to  self-determine 
their  gender  identity.  However,  I liave 
noticed  that  procedure-on-demand 
arguments  typically  come  from  indi- 
viduals first  coming  into  die  transgen- 
der community,  with  a large  amount 
of  misinformation  and  assumptions. 

Generally,  a large  proportion  of 
transgender  men  and  women  are 
knowledgeable,  educated  persons. 
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Action: 

The  Cure  For 
What  Ails  Us 


Kerry  Lobel, 
Executive  Director, 
National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force 
klobel@ngltf.org 


This  is  a historic  mo- 
ment for  our  move- 
ment. Over  the  past 
several  years  we  have 
seen  tire  center  of  grav- 
ity shift  from  action  at 
the  federal  level,  to 
movement  at  the  local 
and  state  level.  Last 
year,  a record  number 
of  bills  affecting  the 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgender 
(glbt)  community  were  introduced  in 
state  legislatures.  Many  bad  bills  were 
defeated  and  a record  number  of 
good  bills  were  passed.  Two  states 
moved  bills  forward  that  banned  dis- 
crimination based  on  sexual  orienta- 
tion. 

In  state  after  state,  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  worked 
with  local  and  state  activists  to  move 
their  agendas  forward  on  such  issues 
as  hate  crimes,  sodomy,  family  issues, 
and  civil  rights  issues.  In  1996,  we 
launched  a federation  of  statewide  glbt 
political  organizations.  Today  its 
steering  committee  works  to  insure 


that  no  state  has  to  fight  any 
battle  alone.  I believe  that 
next  year;  gay,  lesbian  and  bi- 
sexual state  legislators  along 
with  their  allies  will  intro- 
duce pro-glbt  legislation  in 
legislatures  around  the 
country. 

As  a study  of  polling 
data  from  our  think  tank 
reflects,  polls  consistently 
show  that  support  for  glbt 
civil  rights  is  growing 
throughout  America.  We 
can  look  to  anti-gay  victo- 
ries in  Maine  and  in  Washington  to 
understand  the  maxim  that  as  a mi- 
nority diminishes,  it  often  becomes 
more  dedicated  and  impassioned.  In 
the  end,  only  the  true  believers  are 
left.  And  oh,  what  a run  for  our 
money  the  true  believers  are  giving 
us. 

As  I travel  the  country  I am 
both  heartened  and  impressed  with 
the  level  of  energy  and  expertise  of 
the  activists  I meet.  The  more  we 
organize  our  supporters,  the  more 
marginalized  the  right  wing  be- 
comes. We  must  be  clear  about  our 
vision.  Our  country  must  move  into 
the  future  guided  by  the  principles 
of  religious  and  political  pluralism, 
freedom  and  equality. 

Yet  as  we  know  the  road  to  our 
future  will  not  be  an  easy  one. 

Scapegoating 

I have  been  struck  throughout 
my  tenure  as  tire  Task  Force's  execu- 
tive director  by  the  scapegoating  of 
transgenders  both  within  and  out- 
side of  the  gay  and  lesbian  commu- 
nity. 

From  within  our  community,  I 
believe  that  tire  scapegoating  comes 
from  two  places  - ignorance  and  fear, 
and  the  desire  to  assimilate,  to  be 
like  everyone  else.  We  will  unques- 
tionably move  our  communities 
through  tire  ignorance  and  fear.  We 
only  need  look  to  profound  changes 
in  our  communities  over  die  last  five 
years  for  proof. 


There  can 
be  no 
dress 
code  for 
civil  rights, 


For  example,  it  wras  only  four 
years  ago  diat  our  annual  conference, 
"Creating  Change",  became  the  na- 
tional conference  for  die  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual  and  transgendered  commu- 
nity. Three  years  ago  when  South 
Dakotans  fonned  dieir  first  statewide 
organization,  they  called  it  GLBT 
Faces.  I t became  the  first  statewide 
organization  to  include  transgenders 
in  its  name. 

Last  spring,  ITands  Off  Wash- 
ington circulated  a petition  to  place  an 
employment  discrimination  ban  on 
the  Washington  ballot.  Its  broadly 
defined  description  of  sexual  orien- 
tation included  transgendered  people. 
While  die  measure  was  defeated  at  die 
polls,  it  was  a significant  and  memo- 
rable event. 

In  September,  NGLTF's  board 
changed  our  mission  statement  to  lie 
fully  bisexual  and  transgender  inclu- 
sive. 

These  are  important  markers  of 
die  changes  diat  are  transforming  our 
communities. 

The  tension  still  remains  be- 
tween those  who  want  to  maintain 
the  status  quo,  and  those  that  want 
to  fundamentally  transform  society. 
The  resolution  of  this  tension  will 
, not  lie  easy.  To  those  who  believe  we 
will  win  our  civil  rights  only  by  look- 
ing and  acting  like  everyone  else  I say 
this:  there  can  be  no  dress  code  for 
civil  rights. 

From  outside  our  community, 
all  of  us  are  well  aware  of  the  fomis 
that  scapegoating  takes. 
Transgendered  people  are  repeatedly 
used  as  a wedge  in  die  discussion  of 
same-gender  marriage.  Every  single 
time  I have  discussed  same-gender 
marriage  in  a public  forum,  I have 
been  asked  this  question.  "Are  you 
saying  that  you  believe  that  if  John 
marries  Sue  and  decides  to  become 
Ellen,  diat  you  would  want  to  recog- 
nize this  marriage?"  I always  answer 
the  same.  "The  law  recognizes  mar- 
riages between  the  two  people  now 

continued  on  page  63 
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Kate  Bornstein 

Kate  Bornstein  is  the  author  of  Gender  Outlaw.  Nearly  Road  kill  (with  Caitlin 
Sullivan),  and  My  Gender  Workbook.  Barbara  Carrellas  writes,  teaches,  and  per- 
forms sex.  She's  spent  the  last  five  years  developing  a series  of  Erotic  Awaken- 
ing workshops  throughout  Australia.  Kate  and  Barbara  are  living  together  in  New 
York  City,  and  are  now  touring  North  American  college  campuses  with  their 
show,  Cut'n'Paste  Version  2.0. 

Kate  and  Barbara  are  too  tall  and  too  blonde. 


Dear  lot  ebinls. 

It 's  nice  that  yon  hat  e each  other,  bull  read  in  Kate  'sMy 
Gender  Workbook  alxmt  the  'bone-deep  loneliness  "that  many  of  ns  T- 
folk.  experience.  I in  glad  you  gat  e ns  some  tips  on  u 'here  to  meet people 
but  yon  didn  t say  how  to  meet  people.  So  there  I am  at  a conference  and 
I see  someone  I 'm  attracted  to  - what  do  I do? 

Signed,  Lookingforlove. 

Barbara:  Okay...  I'd  say  first,  take  a deep  breath  and  remember  that  when 
we're  attracted  to  someone,  generally  we  are  seeing  in  them  some  attractive 
quality  we  ourselves  already  possess...  or  something  we  want  more  of!  So, 
there  is  already  some  basis  for  connection. 

Kate:  Well,  you  could  always  try  the  straightforward-yet-polite  approach... 
"Excuse  me,  I hope  I'm  not  interrupting,  but  I hafta  say  I find  you  extremely 
intriguing  and  I'd  like  to  get  to  know  you.  Would  you  like  to  have  some  coffee 
together?" 

Barbara:  I like  Kate's  direct  approach . . . it's  so  much  cleaner  and  less  soul- 
destroying  than  tlie  manipulative  "How  can  I get  them  to  like  me?"  dance. 

Let's  face  it,  tmnsgendered  or  not,  we  all  like  to  lie  liked  and  loved. 

Kate:  One  nice  tiling  about  meeting  at  some  T conference  is  tiiat  you're  more 
free  to  assume  (or  not  care  ) tiiat  this  other  person  knows  you're  a tranny  of 
some  stripe.  Just  keep  in  mind...  the  other  person  might  be  a tranny  of  some 
stripe  hirself,  whether  ze  looks  like  it  or  not. 

Barbara:  Yeah...  or  they  might  lie  there  because  they're  attracted  to  T folks. 
Yum! 

DearBlondes, 

lam  anMTF transsexual  who  maintains  ties  with  the 
cirrssdiessing  comma  nit i 1 / grew  up  ni  One  of tny  closest  Jr lends  has 
sprung  on  me  that  s/lje  wants  to  go  through  a sex  change  lam  not 
corn  iticed  s/he  is  IS  ( transsexual).  S/lje  does  not  u ant  to  go  to  therapy, 
and  is  obtaining  hormones  on  the  sheet  and  will  get  surgery  probably  in 
another  country.  S/he  is  adamant,  but  I am  not  convinced.  Hou  ' can  I let 
her  brum  > the  difference  behi  een  a ctxrssdresserand  a IS? 

Signed,  One  Who ’s  Been  Theie 

Kate:  Oh,  ouch. . . Once  we've  more  or  less  figured  out  for  ourselves  what  we 
are  gendeiwise,  it's  sometimes  difficult  to  grasp  how  differently  another 
person  may  have  figured  it  out  for  hirself. 

Barbara:  If  your  friend  is  convinced  this  is  what  ze  wants,  then  ze  is 
convinced.  Perhaps  ze  could  benefit  from  therapy  (most  of  us  can  at  some 
time  in  our  lives),  but  insisting  ze  go  into  therapy  might  possibly  strengthen 
Ilk  resolve  not  to  go. 
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and  Barbara  Carrellas 

Kate:  On  the  other  hand,  it  could  he  a problem  if  your  friend  went  through 
surgery  and  found  out  ze  was  mistaken.  But  that's  probably  hir  lesson  to  leam. 

Barbara:  I think  it  gets  down  to  this:  Is  it  our  job  to  "save"  people  from 
walking  die  gender  padi  diey  need  to  walk  in  order  to  find  some  happiness  for 
themselves?  What  seems  to  be  the  problem  here  is  diat  you  are  not  convinced. 
Frankly,  it's  not  you  who  needs  to  be  convinced. 

Kate:  I'd  try  to  be  as  sympathetic  as  possible  and  give  your  friend  plenty  of 
opportunity  to  share  hir  feelings.  When  you  talk  with  hir  try  to  share  from 
your  own  personal  experiences. 

Barbara:  Above  all  do  not  preach!!!  I'm  sure  your  friend  could  really  use  your 
love  and  support  and  understanding  right  now.  Good  luck  to  you  bodi! 

Dear  Blondes, 

I sau ' the  tiro  of  yon  perform  in  Chicago  recently  and  you  looked  so  cuteO! 
Hoivei  er,  I in  mad!  Wiry  is  it  that  ei  eiy  trans-thing  oi  erthe  age  of  30 
wants  to  look  like  a Citibank  Vice  President’ What's  with  aUthe power 
suits  and  Reeboks ? Where  are  the  Cosmo  Girls ? Where  are  all  the pm 
chib  girls?  And  u » here  can  / buy  the  look  in  a size  1 6? 

Signed  Lot  eshu  >e  to  fashion 

Kate:  Oh  sigh,  Loveslave ...  I don't  usually  answer  fashion  questions. 

Barbara:  No  Katie..  You're  too  busy  shopping.  But  Loveslave  did  say  we  're 
Cute! 

Kate:  Hrmph.  Well  okay.  I hear  you  about  die  corporate  look  that  a lotta 
MTFs  and  FTMs  seem  to  stick  in  or  pass  through.  For  me  it  took  me  a long 
time  to  move  from  power  dresser  to  androgynous  lesbian  to  high  femme  girly 
girl  (which  gets  me  a lot  of  grief  from  T-folk  who  think  I'm  not  being 
"transgressive  enough").  But  that's  because  girly  girl  is  somewhere  I wanted  to 
8 P- 

Barbara:  Me  too!  I passed  thru  that  corporate  kind  of  look  - for  a year  or  two 
- when  I was  younger.  It  was  safe. 

Kate:  I agree.  The  out-there  party  look  takes  a great  deal  of  courage  to  work. 
You  get  a lot  more  looks,  and  if  you  haven't  got  your  act  down,  all  die  weak 
links  in  your  presentation  are  gonna  show.  I diink  die  real  problem  conies 
when  people  stay  in  any  one  look  and  don't  stretch  diemselves. 

Barbara:  And  that's  true  for  all  women  everywhere 

Kate:  Not  to  mention  the  guys  who  sometimes  stick  in  three  piece  suits  and 
never  for  that  Baywatch  Lifeguard  look.. yum. . .or  better  yet,  Janies  Dean. 

Barbara:  As  to  where  to  buy  clothes. . .you  can't.  No  one  can.  Nothing  fits 
real  people  who  are  over  17  yeais  old  or  weigh  more  than  90  pounds.  You'll 
need  to  create  your  own  look  out  of  pieces  that  do  fit. 

Kate:  Right!  Keep  die  focus  on  the  lines,  shapes  colors,  and  textures  you  like, 
and  dien  buy  mix-and-match  pieces  to  create  diat  look.  Don't  be  afraid  to  look 
silly.  Better  to  look  silly  in  the  dressing  room  than  on  the  street!  Unless  being 
silly  is  your  plan  for  die  day. 
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Barbara:  If  all  else  fails,  consult  a drag  queen  (or  king)...  that's  what  I do! 
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BY  JESSICA  XAVIER 


it’s  Time,  for  what? 


Transgendered  rights,  of 
course.  If  you've  not  heard  of 
us,  we've  been  quietly  at  work 
now  for  the  past  four  years. 
We  may  be  TransAmerica's 
test-kept  secret. 

It's  Time,  America!  is 
many  things  and  many 
people.  We  are  a grassroots 
political  organization  committed  to  be- 
ing fully  representative  of  all  parts  of  our 
diverse  community.  We  are  a federation 
of  autonomous  state  chapters  and  affili- 
ated transactivist  groups  which  themselves 
are  representative  of  their  local 
transcommunities.  We  are  also  a member 
organization  in  the  Gender  Public  Advo- 
cacy Coalition  ( GenclerPAC),  having  joined 
in  November  1996.  ITA  has  been  a co- 
sponsor of  all  four  national  transgender- 
lobbying events,  and  we've  assisted 
GenclerPAC  in  its  hate  crime  initiative  and 
in  the  distribution  of  its  National  Sur- 
veys on  Transviolence  and  Employment 
Discrimination. 


It's  Time,  America!  is  also  a rapidly 
giowing  body  of  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence about  the  traditional  approacl  1 to  po- 
litical action  in  a democracy.  In  our  state 
chapters  and  affiliates,  we  document  cases 
of  violence  and  injustice,  build  coalitions 
and  (hen  lobby  our  elected  representatives 
and  executives,  their  staffs,  and  adminis- 
trative and  regulatory  agencies.  We  seek  to 
share  tliis  hard-won  experience  with  any- 
one who  wishes  to  do  this  work  them- 
selves, and  to  provide  them  with  die  tech- 
nical assistance  and  training  they  need  to 
do  this  important  work. 

ITA  is  a model  for  transactivism. 
We  are  springing  up  from  our  grassroots, 
growing  from  bottom  to  top  rather  than 
top  to  bottom.  We  are  decentralized,  femi- 
nist, and  inclusive.  Our ‘small  is  beauti- 
ful’ approach,  with  a focus  on  winning 
small,  precedent-setting  victories  at  die  lo- 
cal and  state  levels  first,  may  prove  to  te 
more  successful  over  die  long  term  dian 
attempting  to  effect  changes  at  the  na- 
tional level  immediately. 


Above  all  else.  ITA  is  a group  of 
transpeople  who  care  about  themselves 
and  their  community  - a collective  con- 
sciousness, if  you  will.  As  such,  it  is  the 
accumulation  of  so  many  hopes  and 
dreams  for  a better  tomorrow,  a future 
without  fear,  for  all  of  us.  ITA's  motto  is 
an  old  one  I nit  a good  one:  "Think  Glo- 
bally, Act  Locally." 

The  notion  of  transgendered  citizens 
openly  lobbying  their  elected  representa- 
tives was  drought  to  te  an  impossible  fan- 
tasy as  late  as  1994.  But  in  July  of  that 
year,  Phyllis  Fiye.  the  Executive  Director 
of  the  International  Conference  on  Trans- 
gender  Law  and  Employment  Policy 
( ICTLEP),  was  convinced  by  Karen  Kerin, 
a Vermont  native,  to  come  to  Washing- 
ton to  testify  before  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy's  subcommittee  during  die  first 
hearings  for  die  dien  new  federal  Employ- 
ment Non-Discrimination  Act.  ENDA 
did  tic  >t  cover  transgendered  persons,  and 
although  the  pair  was  thwarted  in  their 
attempt  to  testify',  they  did  succeed  in  meet- 


ITA  is  a 

model 

for 

trans- 

activism. 


22 


Transgender  rapest,y 


ing  with  various  legislative  aides  about  die  mat- 
ter. They  left  Washington  convinced  that  ( >pen 
lobbying  could  be  done,  but  daunted  by  the 
numbers  needed  to  be  successful  at  it. 

In  August,  I attended  the  1994  meeting 
of  die  Transgender  Iuw  Conference.  I had  my 
surgery  the  previous  year,  so  this  was  my  first 
law  conference,  but  I already  had  worked  widi 
Phyllis  Frye  during  our  protest  over  die  exclu- 
sion of  bisexual  and  transgendered  people  from 
the  tide  of  the  Stonewall  25  March  held  in  New 
York  City  that  June.  I arrived  in  Houston  just 
one  week  after  die  Camp  Trans  protest  at  the 
Michigan  Women's  Music  Festival.  I iuring  our 
addresses  at  Friday's  luncheon,  Karen  Kerin  and 
I both  called  for  the  establishment  of  a na- 
tional lobbying  organization  which  would  also 
organize  the  transgendered  community  at  its 
grass  roots.  Since  ICTLEP  is  a 501. c.3  non-profit 
corporation,  it  is  legally  limited  in  its  ability  to 
engage  in  overt  political  activity.  The  need  for  a 
separate  lobbying  group  was  clear.  Later  that 
evening,  a group  of  transactivists  attending  die 
law  conference  retired  to  a meeting  room  and 
formed  It's  Time,  America!  by  drafting  a mis- 
sion statement  and  a set  of  goals. 

It's  Time,  America!  got  its  name  from  It's 
Time,  Minnesota!  Jane  Fee's  coalition  that  won 
anti-disaimination  protection  for  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual  and  transgendered  people  in  Minne- 
sota in  1993.  Karen  Kerin  was  named  Execu- 
tive Director,  with  Jane  and  myself  as  national 
directors.  We  intended  ITA  to  be  a mainstream 
transgendered  political  group,  using  conven- 
tional lobbying  tactics  at  the  grass  roots,  which 
we  hoped  would  compliment  die  direct  action 
of  groups  like  Transsexual  Menace  or  Trans- 
gender Nation.  We  focused  our  earliest  efforts 
on  organizing  state  chapters,  and  by  die  end  of 
1994,  Sarah  De  Palma  had  started  It's  Times 
Texas!  and  Stephanie  Young  and  Janice  Galeckas 
started  It's  Time,  Illinois!  I started  It's  Time, 
Maryland!  and  other  chapters  were  formed  in 
Wisconsin,  Louisiana,  and  Virginia. 

During  1995,  both  It's  Time,  Texas!  and 
It's  Time,  Maryland!  fought  for  inclusion  in 
statewide  gay  legislation.  It's  Time,  Texas!  lol> 
bieci  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  League  of 
Texas  for  inclusion  in  that  state's  gay  sponsored 
hate  crimes  bill,  while  It's  Time,  Maryland!  ad- 
vocated for  inclusion  in  an  anti-discriniination 
bill  with  our  own  state  gay  and  lesbian  lobby, 


die  Free  State  Justice  Campaign.  Both  state  chap- 
ters met  with  a great  deal  of  resistance  towards 
our  inclusion,  but  both  sides  learned  impor- 
tant lessons  from  the  struggle. 

It's  Time,  America!  also  continued  to  lobby 
for  transgender  inclusion  in  ENDA  during  1995 
through  the  efforts  of  Karen  Kerin  and  Jane 
Fee.  During  the  1995  Transgender  Law  confer- 
ence in  June,  Karen  Kerin  discovered  that  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  had  requested  that 
gender  identity  be  dropped  from  the  version 
of  ENDA  they  had  gotten  introduced.  The 
outrage  over  this  exclusion  galvanized  the  ac- 
tivists assembled  at  die  conference,  and  led  to 
demonstrations  across  the  country  against 
HRC.  Plans  also  were  announced  for  the  first 
national  lobby  days  to  be  held  in  October  of 
that  year  and  ITA  agreed  to  co-sponsor  the 
event,  along  with  ICTLEP  and  GenderPAC. 
And  on  October  2,  1995  one  hundred 
transgendered  citizens  stood  on  the  Capitol 
steps,  die  first  wave  to  lobby  for  their  rights  at 
a national  level. 

The  following  winter,  It's  Time, 
Maryland's  effort  led  to  the  first  gender-iden- 
tity only  anti-discrimination  bill  to  be  intro- 
duced at  a state  level  in  die  country.  While  that 
bill  died  in  committee,  die  hearings  electrified 
the  state  legislature  in  Annapolis.  Our  birth 
certificate  measure,  which  would  make  it  much 
easier  for  postoperative  transsexual  women  and 
men  bom  in  Maryland  to  get  new  birth  certifi- 
cates, deadlocked  in  committee  with  a 10  to  10 
vote.  Earlier,  It's  Time,  Texas!  succeeded  in  get- 
ting its  driver's  license  bill  voted  out  of  com- 
mittee, but  unfortunately,  too  late  for  a floor 
vote. 

Over  the  last  few  years,  It's  Time,  America! 
continued  to  grow  as  we  organized  additional 
chapters  in  other  states.  Some  chapters  that  have 
not  introduced  legislation  have  instead  testi- 
fied against  anti-Transgender  or  anti-same-gen- 
der marriage  bills.  Other  chapters  have  done 
research  in  tiieir  respective  states,  documenting 
die  discrimination,  harassment  and  violence 
and  also  identifying  die  local  and  state  laws  af- 
fecting trans  people.  In  1997,  It's  Time,  Illi- 
nois! succeeded  in  passing  an  ordnance  in 
Evanston  prohibiting  discrimination  based  on 
gender  identity  and  expression.  It's  Time,  Mary- 
land! has  introduced  a total  of  four  bills  in 
three  years  into  our  state's  General  Assembly. 

Still  other  chapters  continue  die 
quieter,  more  sensitive  work  of 
lobbying  for  full  inclusion  in  gay- 
sponsored  hate  crimes  and  anti- 
discrimination  bills. 

As  I write  this.  ITA  is  only 
tliree  and  half  years  old  and  our 
twenty  state  chapters  have  only 
begun  tiieir  work.  It's  only  a start, 
but  then  it's  a start! 

It's  Time,  America!  for 
transgendered  rights.  An  optimis- 
tic name,  for  optimistic  times.  To 
learn  more  about  It's  Time, 
America!  Visit  our  webpage  at 
http:  //www. GeoCities. com/ 
WestHollywood/Heights/7979 
Or  contact  Jessica  Xavier  at: 
TlieXGnTl@aol.com 


L to  R:  Jessica  Xavier,  Karen  Kerin,  Jane  Fee 


Out  of  AEGIS 
and  ITA:  Gender 
Education  and 
Advocacy 

Penni  Ashe, 

acting  ITA  Media  Director 

On  April  18,  the  American  Educa- 
tion and  Gender  Information  Society 
(AEGIS)  and  It's  Time,  America!  (ITA) 
announced  that  after  six  months  of  ne- 
gotiations, the  two  organizations  had 
voted  formally  to  merge.  The  new 
organization  will  be  called  Gender  Edu- 
cation and  Advocacy,  or  GEA,  and  will 
combine  the  social  service  education 
of  AEGIS  with  the  public  advocacy  of 
ITA. 

By  combining  these  two  objec- 
tives, the  merger  heralds  significant 
growth  in  the  maturation  of  the  trans- 
gender and  gender-variant  commu- 
nity. 

Organizations  with  similar  structures 
are  not  uncommon,  yet  to  date,  no 
such  organization  exists  in  the  gender 
community.  In  addition,  the  merger 
affords  the  opportunity  to  coordinate 
state-level  public  advocacy  with  so- 
cial service  education  efforts. 

Since  public  advocacy  really  is 
nothing  more  than  education  with  an 
objective,  the  sensibility  of  such  a mar- 
riage is,  to  me,  readily  apparent. 

Using  the  grassroots  approach,  ITA 
has  demonstrated  to  be  effective,  we 
now  can  see  legions  of  activists,  speak- 
ing one-on-one  or  one-on-a-few, 
supplementing  the  very  important  na- 
tional level  education  and  advocacy 
efforts  of  organizations  such  as  IFGE, 
GenderPAC,  and  FtM  International. 

To  date.  It's  Time,  America!  and  AE- 
GIS have  been  all-volunteer  operations. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  new  organization 
will  be  effective  enough  in  fundraising 
to  afford  office  space  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  a paid  staff,  and  provide  finan- 
cial aid  to  the  state-level  chapters.  In 
addition,  the  new  organization  can  be 
expected  to  continue  ITA's  practice  of 
working  collaboratively  with  other  or- 
ganizations. 
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FAQ  Column: 

The  Most  Frequently  Asked  Question 


Dr 


Randi  Ettner 


Ihai  e beard  that  horn  101  lescai  ise 
pennai  ici  itdxn  Tgesmthebzm  i.Hou  > 
loi  ig  does  that  take  to  oca  id  I am 
coi  isideiii  iggoii  igoi  i hormoi les,  hi  it 
I'm  afraid  that  if  I don't  like  them 
at  id  go  qfflu  ill  hai  e already  ckn  le 
something  irreversible  to  mybiuin. 
Is  this  true? 


A: 

You  are  right  to  conclude  that  hor- 
mones have  a profound  effect  on  the 
brain.  The  most  crucial  and  truly  irre- 
versible  effects  are  those  tint  occur  pre- 
and  post-natally.  As  it  is  impossible  to 
.study  adult  brains,  we  have  little  infor- 
mation that  confirms  die  effects  of  hor- 
mones on  the  structure  of  brains  in 
adults  who  elect  to  undergo  honnonal 
reassignment  dierapy. 

Clinical  experience  with  the  thou- 
sands of  transgendered  people  who 
have  been  initiated  and  maintained  on 


hormones  yields  information  about  how 
hormones  effect  mood,  feelings,  and 
emotions.  For  example,  the  vast  major- 
ity of  Male-to  Female  transsexuals  report 
feeling  high  lev  els  of  well  being  and  a 
decrease  in  depression  and  anxiety  wliile 
on  estrogen.  These  desired  feelings  seem 
to  be  reversed  if  the  honnones  are  re- 
moved. 

'Hie  physical  changes  induced  by  hor- 
monal dierapy  aie  identicil  to  adolescence. 
However,  over  the  long  temi,  some  of 
diese  changes  will  be  irreversible.  Signifi- 
cant concentrations  of  estrogen  will  at- 
rophy the  testicles.  Therefore,  in  the 
male-to-female  exposed  to  long  term 
hormonal  therapy,  erectile  function  Ls  se- 
verely decreased.  Changes  in  libido  (sex 
drive)  may  lie  permanent.  Breast  tissue, 
once  enlarged,  may  never  return  to  its 
previous  configuration. 

For  these  reasons,  a decision  to  begin 
honnones  needs  to  lie  well  diought  out. 
Physicians  who  work  with  the 
transgendered  liegin  hormone  therapy  at 
low  concentrations.  They  also  monitor 
die  patient  carefully  and  hopefully  spend 
time  listening  and  answering  questions. 
Patients  should  report  all  their  feelings, 
as  well  as  emotional  and  physical  changes, 
to  their  doctor.  If  one  feels  uncomfort- 
able, or  experiences  negative  effects,  hor- 
monal treatment  am  lie  stopped  or  modi- 
fied. 

Therapists  who  understand  die  emo- 


Therefore, 

the  most 

important 

decision 

surrounding 

hormones 

involves 

choosing  a 

doctor, 


tional  effects  of  hormones,  and  who 
have  seen  a number  of  people  through 
this  process,  can  assist  you  in  meeting 
your  goals.  They  can  also  help  you  weigh 
the  pros  and  cons  of  honnonal  therapy 
in  your  particular  situation. 

We  don't  feel  diat  tiiere  is  a clanger  of 
negative  effects  of  hormones  on  the 
brain.  We  do  feel  very  concerned  about 
traasgendered  people  who  self  medicate, 
or  obtain  honnones  from  inexperienced 
or  uninformed  professionals.  Recendy, 
we  saw  a 23-year-old  transsexual  who 
suffered  a stroke  as  a result  of  danger- 
ously high  levels  of  injected  honnones. 
Even  though  she  was  under  a doctor's 
care,  he  failed  to  dioroughly  examine  die 
patient.  Knowing  the  possible  adv  erse 
effects  of  hormonal  dierapy,  diis  doctor 
was  negligent  in  not  examining  her  legs, 
specifically  die  veins. 

Therefore,  the  most  important  deci- 
sion surrounding  honnones  involves 
choosing  a doctor  who  is  non-judgmen- 
tal,  and  places  your  total  liealdi  care  above 
all  else. 

Randi  Ettner.  Pli.D.  and  Frederic  Ettner. 
M.D. 

Dr  Randi  Ettner  is  the  at  tthor  of  Cot  itessioi  is  of  a 
Gei  ider  Delhi  uler.  cn  id  Preside, i it  of  the  Neu  Health 
Foundation,  a non-profit  organization  that  assists 
thetixiiisge>ideivil.Di:FivileiicEltiie)-isalxjcinl<ei1i- 
fLilfctnifilMiLticefinncuin  idr  ipnictiastiiinsji’ilcbl’il 
medicine.  They  will  ansa  eryoi  ir  medical qi  ustions 


T"  ransqender  Entrepreneur  Guides 

If  you  dream  of  owning  your  own  business 
and  being  your  own  boss  our  step-by-step 
guides  will  help  to  ensure  your  success. 
You'll  have  information  about  how  to  start 
your  own  transgender  business  from  start- 
up ideas,  planning  techniques  and  manage- 
ment. A few  of  the  transgender  start-up 
resource  guides  include:  Dating  Service, 
Consignment  Clothing  Shop,  Personal 
Shopping  Service,  Transgender  Desktop 
Publishing,  Image  Consulting.  To  receive 
a business  start-up  guide  catalogue  send 
$9.95  to:  Valentino's  Press, 

26  West  22nd  St.  #106  Mpls.  MN  55404 
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Licensed  & Board  Certified 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 

for  Men  & Women 

Eyebrow  Shaping  - Face  & Body 

$5  Off  first  3 treatments 

Day  - Evening  - 

Saturdays  by  Appointment: 

617-964-9536 


Johanna  Bartkiewicz.  R.E. 
93  Union  Street,  Suite  321 
Newton  Center,  on  the  T 


THE  BOSTON 
T SCENE 

Boston's  T scene  has  been  ex- 
ploding in  recent  years,  while  the  dis- 
tinction between  what  is  a T scene 
and  what  is  not  is  becoming  ever 
more  fuzzy  - and  less  important.  But 
for  first-time  Boston  visitors,  or  those 
seeking  something  special,  let  us  now 
do  our  best  to  guide  you  towards 
what  you  might  be  looking  for,  what 
might  put  a smile  on  your  face,  and 
what  might  even  surprise  you  in  a 
good  way. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Tuesdays:  Nights,  the 
happening's  at  Tiffany  Club  in 


Waltham,  where  the  girls'll  be  gath- 
ering, and  some  of  them  heading 
out  for  a good  time  on  the  town 
(favonte  watenng  hole  is  the  nearby 
99  Restaurant  and  Pub).  Tiffany's 
clubhouse  is  on  a quiet  street,  so 
call  ahead  (78 1 -89  I -9325)  and  get 
directions.  Out-of-towners  are  wel- 
come and  a regular  sight  there. 
Things  don't  start  until  7 pm,  so  if 
you've  got  some  time  on  your  hands, 
drop  by  the  nearby  IFGE  office  first. 
You  might  get  called  on  to  stuff  a 
few  envelopes  or  empty  a waste- 
basket, but  it's  all  for  a good  cause, 
and  it  beats  hanging  in  a hotel  room 
somewhere.  Call  for  directions,  we 
won't  steer  you  wrong. 


Wednesdays:  Find  yourself  a 
comfortable  listening  spot  for 
GenderTalk,  Boston's  weekly  radio  pro- 
gram that  challenges  traditional  views 
of  gender.  Bold,  honest,  sexy,  and  just 
plain  fun,  GenderTalk  strikes  a balance 
between  irreverence  and  respect  for 
difference  that  has  been  beguiling  listen- 
ers for  several  years.  Enjoy  hangin'  with 
the  crew  of  Nancy,  Hal,  Ross,  AJ  and 
Karen  every  Wednesday  for  90  min- 
utes at  8:30  pm  on  WMBR,  88. 1 FM, 
first  on  the  dial  - or,  as  AJ  likes  to  say, 
"most  left  on  the  dial."  And,  you  can 
listen  wherever  you  are  via  internet  at 
www.gendertalk.com,  where  over  a 
year's  worth  of  programs  are  waiting 
for  your  ear  and  your  smile. 


ry 


25 


The 

Gryphon  House 


A turn-of-the  century  home  offering: 


9 Bay  State  Rd. 

Boston , MA  02215 
617.375.9003  - fax  617.876.4030 
http://gryphonhouseboston.com 


Eight  finely  appointed  suites 
Welcoming  atmosphere 
Steps  to  the  T,  dining  & shopping 
Fireplace,  A/C 

Phone,  fax,  private  voice  mail 
TV,  VCR,  CD 
Continental  breakfast 
Free  on-site  parking 


1 

liane  Ellaborn  ucsw 

Gender  Specialist 

• Psychotherapy  for  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  their  partners  and 
families 

• Over  19  years  experience 

• Individual,  couple,  family  and  group  therapy 

• Evaluation  for  hormones  and  referral  to  medical  and  supportive 
resources 

■ Located  in  Wayland,  MA  508*653*01 07 

— 

OUNTY  Bed  &Breakfast 

in  CAMBRIDGE,  MA 

Cambridge  has  an 
anti-discrimination 
law  to 
protect  the 
Transgendered. 

Call  Jenny  at 


TS  owned  and  operated 
jaenla@erols.com 


Fridays:  Club  Man  Ray  (Cen- 
tral Square,  Cambridge,  617-864- 
0400)  has  fetish  night,  varying  some 
on  a monthly  cycle,  but  always  wel- 
coming T folks.  On  a good  night, 
there's  lots  of  latex  and  leather  and 
scenes  to  watch  or  create.  Falling  short 
of  truly  wild,  it  is  nonetheless  a great 
place  to  strut  and  enjoy  fetishwear, 
whether  worn  by  self  or  others. 

Saturdays:  Visit  Club  Cafe 
(209  Columbus  Ave,  6 1 7-536-0966), 
an  elegant  environment  where  your  fine 
choice  of  after  dinner  wear  will  be  ap- 
preciated. Or  visit  jacque's,  Boston's 
# I spot  for  ladies  with  "a  little  extra." 
Located  downtown  at  79  Broadway, 
a block  from  the  theatre  district, 
Jacque's  draws  a varied  crowd,  from 
girls  and  guys  who  love  'em  to  drag 
artists  and  aficionados,  post-theatre 
tuxedoed  gents,  music  fans,  various 
queer  folk,  and  local  patrons.  Touted 
in  Boston's  leading  papers  as  a hap- 
pening place  for  new  music,  it's  the 
most  well-known  T hangout  in  the  city, 
and  a good  choice  any  night. 

Sundays:  The  reliable  hot  spot 
is  Axis  on  Lansdowne  Street,  right  be- 
hind Fenway  Park's  fabled  "Green  Mon- 
ster." Axis  welcomes  all  sorts  of  diver- 
sity, with  drag/CDing  ever  present  and 
popular.  It's  part  of  a huge  club  com- 
plex with  one  admission,  so  there's 
plenty  of  space  to  roam,  people  to 
watch  and  bodies  to  admire,  just  a 
few  doors  down,  Venus  de  Milo  also 
welcomes  a diverse  GLBT  crowd  with 
a more  refined  decor  and  fun  for  all. 

Other  spots:  A few  blocks  from 
Jacque's  is  Playland,  Boston's  oldest  gay 
bar  and  a vestige  of  what  used  to  be 
called  the  "combat  zone."  Notorious 
as  the  place  where  Chanelle  Pickett 
met  the  man  who  would  later  be  con- 


victed of  an  assault  that  led  to  her 
death,  this  is  not  a place  forthe  naive. 
For  those  with  street  smarts,  it's  a 
tough-edged  but  friendly  hang-out  al- 
most anytime,  a place  that  always  wel- 
comes tranny  girls. 

If  you've  got  a nde,  the  Randolph 
Country  Club  (781-961-2414, 
Randolph)  to  the  south,  and  Friend's 
Landing  (978-374-9400,  Haverhill)  to 
the  northwest,  are  comfortable  and 
friendly  suburban  gay  bars  that  wel- 
come tranny  girls  and  guys. 

SHOPPING 

Boston  has  plenty  of  great  shop- 
ping, and  there  has  been  plenty  of 
"out"  T presence  around  the  area,  so 
most  shopkeepers  and  salespeople 
will  not  be  shocked  to  see  a T per- 
son. When  in  doubt,  drop  a dime 
and  talk  with  a salesperson  or  pro- 
prietor before  visiting.  Here  are  a 
few  highlights: 

Suburbs: 

To  the  west,  in  Natick,  there's  a 
popular  and  very  T-friendly  consign- 
ment shop  called  Models  Resale  (508- 
875-9094,  Framingham).  Run  by 
CarolAnne  Gillard,  a longtime  T com- 
munity supporter  and  a popular  sup- 
plier to  the  girls  of  Tiffany,  the  shop 
features  all  kinds  of  clothing,  from  se- 
rious to  total  fun.  Northwest  of  the 
city,  in  Stoneham,  Florence's  Fashions 
(781-245-6798)  will  shape  you  up 
with  a corset  and  more  to  fit  your 
dreams.  Further  to  the  north,  in 
Beverly,  the  Belladona  (978-92 1 - 
8005,  Beverly)  big  girl  consignment 
shop  has  won  the  hearts  of  the  local 
T-girls.  West  of  the  city,  Siri's  Wig 
Boutique  (508-870-0988,  Westboro) 
caters  to  a T clientele,  and  can  set 
you  up  with  just  the  right 'do. 


A One  Laser 


SwfifinJ 


Boston: 

Shop  for  intimate  supplies  at 
Grand  Opening!,  a women-oriented 
(men  are  welcome)  sex  toy  store 
which  also  supplies  equipment  for 
FTMs.  A supnsingly  comfortable  place 
to  shop  for  all  kinds  of  intimate  items. 
Grand  Opening!  is  operated  by  Kim 
Airs,  one  of  Boston's  leading  sex-posi- 
tive forces.  Located  at  3 I 8 Harvard 
Street,  Suite  32  in  Brookline  (on  the 
Green  Line),  at  Coolidge  Comer.  6 1 7- 
73  I -2626,  www.grandopening.com. 

If  you're  looking  for  size  I 3 
pumps  with  4 inch  heels,  try  Teddy 
Shoes  (617-547-0443)  in  Central 
Square,  Cambridge.  They've  got  a 
large  stock  of  large-size  ladies  shoes, 
including  some  very  sexy  numbers,  for 
very  reasonable  prices.  For  bargain 
clothing,  including  some  delightful  vin- 
tage pieces,  try  the  Garment  District 
in  Cambridge  near  Kendall  Square. 
Possibly  the  largest  used  clothing  store 
in  Boston,  it  tends  towards  a youthful 
(and  fun)  clientele.  A real  bargain 


hunter's  paradise.  There  are  also  a 
couple  of  consignment  shops  on 
famed  Newbury  Street  in  Boston's 
Back  Bay,  where  the  salespeople  have 
seen  it  all,  and  you  can  pick  up  an 
absolutely  fabulous  number  for  a song. 

Among  large  clothing  stores,  Lord 
& Taylor  stands  out  as  a good  place 
forT  people.  They  have  some  of  the 
best  clothing  for  larger  women,  and 
are  very  professional  and  accommo- 
dating. Of  course,  Filene's  Basement 
downtown  is  always  a shopping  treat. 
It's  such  a raucous  scene  that  T people 
often  feel  right  at  home  there. 

The  keyword  to  shopping  in  the 
Boston  area  is  adventure.  Be  a little 
bit  bold,  wear  a smile,  and  you'll  be 
rewarded  with  some  valuable  finds. 
One  last  thing:  when  a shopkeeper 
or  salesperson  has  been  particularly 
welcoming  or  helpful,  be  sure  to  let 
them  know  how  much  you  appreci- 
ate their  efforts.  Help  us  create  a repu- 
tation forT  people  as  good  custom- 
ers. Support  those  who  support  us! 


Electrolysis 
*3 Skin  Care 


Karin  E.  Flynn,  R.E. 
Electrologist 
Laser  Technician  e? 
Skin  Care  Consultant 


Center  of  Newton 


user 


Joseph  Ru<>.<o,  M.P. 
Clinical  Director 

Harvard  Trained 
Board  Certified 


More  Comfortable  Treatments 
Suitable  for  Most  Areas 
Fewer  Treatments  Indicated 
Three  to  Four  Treatments  Required 


Electrolysis 

e3  Skin  Care 
$25.00 Off 

Initial  Laser  Treatment 


Plastic  Surgeon 

Evening  <r>  Saturday 
Appointment.'  Available 


(617)928-1000 

7/7  Washington  St.,  Newton , Masoachtuietts 
Visa,  MasterCard,  American  Express,  Discover 


1 CUE  A T1VE  ILL  USIONS 

" Services  for  the 

transgendered  community 

Confidential  ) ’ 

Discrete 

by  the  transgendered 
k community. 

(978)975-0530 

Makeovers 

PO  BOX  58 

Photo  Sessions 

METHUEN,  MA  01844 

Escorted  Outings 

Emeood(®  seacoast.com 

Weekend  Getaways 

REGISTERED 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Joyce  E.  Nelson  R.E. 

and  Associate 

Arlene  G.  Lemack  R.E. 

1 5 Years  Experience 


PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
FOR  MFN  & WOMEN 
PRIVATE  & CONFIDENTIAL 
STERILE  & DISPOSABLE  NEEDLES 
RECOMMENDED  BY  PHYSICIAN 
COMPLIMENTARY 
CONSULTATION 
SHORT  WAVE  METHOD 


DAY-EVENING 
And  SATURDAY 
APPOINTMENTS 
(978)  745-2123 
401  Highland  Avenue 
Rt.  107  North  Salem, 
MA  01970 


A Very  Special  Consignment  Shop 


-v  ull  Price  Fashion 
at/ess  Than  Half 


Wigs  By  Sonja 

“GREETINGS” 

To  Our  GENDER  Choice  Clients 


Be  All  The  Women  You  Want  To  Be 
Sonja  Has  1000  Wigs  In  Stock  To 
Fit  All  Your  DESIRES  - Come  See  Us 


Salon  Hours: 

Mon.  to  Fri.  10am-5pm 

Sonja’s  Wig  Salon  Sat.  10am-3pm 

74  Franklin  St.  Private  Appointments  Available 

Worcester,  MA  Tel:  (508)  754-0084  or  (508)  366-0237 


Christine  Becker  L.I.C.S.W. 

Board  Certified  Diplomate  with 
N.A.S.W.  and  A.B.E.C.S.W. 

Individual  - Couple  - Family 
Evaluation  and  Counseling  for  the 
Transgender  Community 

341  MarrettRoad  (Rt.2A) 

Lexington,  MA02173 


(617) 862-6170 
- ( 7 Pont  an  ’>•  r/ouc/ 


Transgender  Beauty  Image  Specialist* 


We  offer  complete  transformation 
aeracea  in  a relaxed  home  setting 

• Full  Wardrobe 

• Makeup  Lessons 

• Shopping  Services 

• Portrait  Photography 

• Personalized  Videotaping 

• Lessens  in  Femininity 
Whether  you  are  a long 
time  dresser  or  just  a 
beginner,  we  offer  the 
confidentiality  and 
support  that  helps  to 
make  your 

transformation  a tndy 
memorable  experience. 


Call  ter  appointment  (718)  748-3524 


visit  httpV/members.aol.com/womanstouc/index.htm 


NEWCOMER'S 

GUIDE 

TO  BOSTON 

Where  to  Stay 

For  those  who  can  afford  it,  the 
choice  is  easy:  the  Gryphon  House, 
Boston's  newest  T-fhendly  (and  owned) 
upscale  bed  & breakfast  Conveniently 
located  steps  from  histone  Fenway  Parle, 
Back  Bay,  and  some  of  Boston's  hot- 
test nightlife,  the  Gryphon  House  fea- 
tures finely  appointed  suites,  all  ameni- 
ties, nver  and  city  views,  and  more.  For 
those  on  a budget  Jenm's  Bed  & Break- 
fast, located  one  subway  stop  from 
Harvard  in  Cambridge,  offers  modest 
accommodations  at  a very  reasonable 
pnee,  in  a warm  and  friendly  environ- 
ment 

There  are,  of  course,  plenty  of  hotels 
large  and  small,  and  most  are  more 
concerned  with  how  you  pay  than  how 
you  play.  Our  listing  shows  some  of 
our  favorites. 

Gryphon  House,  Boston:  Discounts  for 
reservations  via  the  web.  $220-260 
(6  I 7)-375-9003,  http:// 

gryphonhouseboston.com 

Jenni's  Bed  and  Breakfast,  Cambridge: 
$55-75  (6 1 7)-66 1 -9332 

Crowne  Plaza,  Wobum  - 1 0 minute 
drive  NW,  site  of  Tiffany  club's  annual 
convention.  Nice  place,  great  all-sea- 
son  atnum/pool.  $89- 1 69  (78 1 )-932- 
0999 

Crowne  Plaza,  Natick  - former  home 
of  Tiffany  Club's  first  event  20  minutes 
west  of  Boston.  $129-1 69  (508)- 
653-8800 

TLC  Best  Western,  Waltham  - Gender 
friendly,  expenenced  with  T folks.  Free 
food  happy  hour,  says  Jonel.  $99- 1 1 4 
(78 1)-890-7800 


Getting  Around 

Driving  in  Boston  takes  chutzpah, 
and  should  be  avoided  by  those  inclined 
to  be  meek  behind  the  wheel.  The 
roads  are  intensely  convoluted  and  un- 
dergoing major  reconstruction  down- 
town. Unless  you're  a northeast  native, 
or  will  be  hanging  in  the  'burbs,  just  say 
no. 

Boston  has  a good  public  transit  sys- 
tem, the  "T".  The  red  line  train  runs  from 
deep  suburbia  south  of the  city  to  Cam- 
bndge,  home  to  MIT  and  Harvard  Uni- 
versity and  surely  the  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  any  truly  reasonable  person.  The 
green  line  trolley  - much  slowerthan  the 
trains  - covers  areas  west  of  the  city 
(east  is  wet),  including  Boston  Univer- 
sity and  Boston  College,  and  runs  well 
out  into  the  western  suburbs.  This  line 
splits  three  ways  so  be  certain  to  use 
the  maps  located  in  the  T stations  to 
find  the  correct  trolley  line.  Orange  line 
trains  (southwest  to  north)  run  thru  Ja- 
maica Plain,  a blossoming  and  economi- 
cal alternative  living  area  (as  is  Somerville, 
also  served  by  the  orange  line).  Blue 
line  trains  run  from  downtown  to  the 
airport,  and  NE  out  to  Revere  Beach 
and  the  dog  tracks. 

Buses  will  get  you  anywhere  a train 
can't 

Cab  companies  include  Checker 
(536-7000),  Yellow  (547-3000),  and 
Metro  (242-8000). 

Where  to  Eat 

The  answer  is  simple:  anywhere. 
We've  not  heard  of  a (well  behaved)  T 
person  being  turned  away  from  a res- 
taurant Particularly  fertile  places  to  seek 
both  culinary  delight  and  a pleasant  walk- 
ing experience  are  South  End  (known 
for  it's  gay  community),  and  Cambridge 
(known  for  its  diversity  and  highbrow 
population).  Up  and  coming:  Jamaica 
Plain,  increasingly  home  ofchoice  to  the 
artistically  inclined. 


South  End:  Club  Cafe,  an  elegant 
restaurant/nightclub  with  great  food 
and  service,  is  possibly  the  best  of 
the  South  End.  It's  fairly  priced  ($30- 
$40  with  drinks)  209  Columbus 
Ave,  617-536-0966.  Nearby 
Tremont  Street  has  a whole  bunch 
of  nice  places,  many  GLBT  owned 
or  operated,  just  walk  and  you'll  find 
something.  Near  the  CC  there's 
Bertucci's  and  Hard  Rock  Cafe  for 
those  preferring  a more  predictable 
expenence. 

Cambridge:  Central  Square,  an  up- 
and-coming  neighborhood,  is  know 
for  its  Indian,  African,  and  Middle 
Eastern  foods.  Lots  of  choices,  good 
picks  are  the  Middle  East  (which  is 
also  a hot  alterneative  music  venue), 
Asmara  (Ethiopian),  Picante  (Mexi- 
can), and  Phoenix  coffeehouse. 
Grendel's  in  the  heart  of  Harvard 
Square  has  the  best  salad  bar 
around. 

Burbs:  The  folks  at  Tiffany  like  to 
hang  out  at  the  "99"  in  Waltham,  a 
chain  restaurant/bar  with  predictable 
Amencan  fare.  For  some  senous  beef 
with  casual  color,  try  the  Hilltop 
Steakhouse  on  route  I north  or  3 
south.  There's  a nice  little  family-style 
Mexican  restaurant  around  the  cor- 
ner from  IFGE  in  Waltham,  and  some 
other  great  restaurants  nearby  (give 
us  a call). 


ADULT  SUPPORT 
GROUPS 

MTF:  The  Tiffany  Club  of  New  En- 
gland (TCNE)  is  New  England's  most 
popular  CD/TS  support  group.  It  was 
from  Tiffany  that  IFGE  was  spun  off  in 
1987.  TCNE  maintains  a clubhouse 
near  IFGE  in  Waltham,  and  has  meet- 
ings weekly  on  T uesday  nights.  Tiffany 
also  sponsors  regular  events,  including 
the  increasingly  popular  First  Event  in 
January,  as  well  as  spring  and  fall  events 
in  Provincetown,  a remote  fishing  vil- 
lage turned  vacation/GLBT  gathering 
spot.  TCNE  welcomes  FTM  partici- 
pation at  it's  events,  and  co-sponsors 
events  like  an  annual  Prom  Night  with 
local  FTM  groups.  TCNE:  ( 78 1 -89  I - 
93  1 5,  www.tcne.org. 

FTM:  The  Boston  Boyz  is  an  open 
group  for  all  people  of  FTM  experi- 
ence. It  meets  regularly  at  the  IFGE 
office  in  Waltham,  give  Mykael  a call 
(78  I -899-22 1 2)  and  check  out  when 
the  meeting  is.  Enterprise  is  a trans- 
sexual support  group  which  also  holds 
its  weekly  meetings  on  Thursday  eve- 
nings at  IFGE,  again  call  Mykael  to  check 
the  schedule. 

On  Cape  Cod  there's  a group  called 
Innvestments,  and  there  are  also 
groups  in  nearby  Worcester, 
Northampton,  Hadley  and  Providence, 
Rl.  Please  seethe  support  group  list- 
ings elsewhere  in  this  magazine  for 
more  information. 

continued  on  page  62 


CELEBRATE 


Don’t  miss  this  exciting 
three  day  event  with  special  guest 

Leslie  Leinbergf 

Author  of  l Vii 1 1 Ht^e 1 1<L* r Warriors 
& Slone  Bntcli  lil  ues! 

Keynoting  the  Saturday  evening 
Dinner  and  Dance 
Register  now 
for  great  discounts 
Visa/ Ma  stereo  rd/fSmex/Din«rs 

October  16  - 18,  1998 
Best  Western  Denver  Central 
Hotel 

Call  303-202-6486  for  recorded 
info 

o-mail:  GlCofColo@aol.com 
http://www.abmall.com/gic 


Dr.  A.S.  Nubel 

Psychotherapist 

Specialized 
in  T reatmentof 
Gender  Identy  Disorders 
(TV/TS) 

Individuals 
Marriage  & Family 
Groups 

683  Donald  Dr.  N. 
Bridgewater,  NJ  08807 

(908)  722-9884 

Fax:  (908)  722-0666 
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We  would  like  to  thank  Gerald  Hannon  for  sharing  his  candid,  articulate  and  humorous 
article  with  us.  At  the  conference  he  spent  the  entire  weekend  writing,  pondering  and 
shaking  his  head  trying  to  make  sense  of  what  he  was  seeing  and  hearing.  This  article  is 
one  mans  courageous  insight  as  he  steps  into  the  Trans-zone  in  Toronto. 
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V Aboot' 
ronto,Eh? 


Jane  had  something  of  the  starchy  restraint  of  a 
small-town  librarian;  Louise  looked  like  everybody's 
favourite  grandmother.  (And  it  was  about  then  that  I 
began  to  realize  that  time  is  the  great  gender  equalizer. 
All  babies,  male  or  female,  look  the  same.  And,  let's 
face  it,  male  or  female,  we  all  end  up  looking  like  apple 
dolls.) 

It  was  Jane  who  turned  me  on  to  Virginia  Prince, 
whom  she  described  as  "the  Edison,  the  Graham  Bell, 
no,  the  Moses  of  our  world.  And  she's  very  humble 
about  it"  (which  statement  provoked  a curiously  un- 
settling mix  of  male  and  female  laughter,  given  that 
there  was  only  one  female  at  the  table,  and  she  just 
smiled). 

I went  in  search  of  Virginia  Prince.  Virginia  Prince 

She's  85  years  old  (apple-doll  theory 
proved  right),  wearing  sensible  mus- 
tard-coloured slacks  and  demonstrat- 
ing both  a fondness  for  clunky  gold 
jewelry  and  a disregard  for  perfectly  tidy 
hair.  I tell  her  she's  been  called  the 
Moses  of  the  movement.  "Could  you 
introduce  me  to  the  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter who  found  me,"  she  quips  with- 
out missing  a beat.  "I  think  I could  be 
pretty  turned  on  by  her."  (These 
straight  guys.  It's  always  sex,  sex,  sex.) 

Virginia  is  scrupulous  about  language.  "Sex  is  be- 
tween your  legs,"  she  tells  me.  "Gender  is  between  your 
ears.  Only  humans  have  gender.  I was  a man  for  50 
years.  I've  been  a woman  for  35.  But  I've  always  been 
male.  And  I've  done  everything  except  go  to  bed  with 
a guy." 

Virginia  Prince,  in  fact,  is  a little  off-side  when  it 
comes  to  homosexuals.  She  won’t  allow  gays  or  trans- 
sexuals to  join  her  organization,  the  Society  for  the 
Second  Self,  "because  we're  a family-oriented  group, 
and  that  (the  gay  or  transsexual  possibility)  is  what 
worries  wives  the  most."  She  insists,  though,  that  this 
policy  is  not  exclusionary.  It  is  merely  selective.  Which 
is  the  kind  of  Jesuitical  semantic  quibbling  that  marks 
her  as  both  pioneer  and  passe.  There's  no  doubt  she's 
held  in  high  regard  for  her  early  work,  having  started,  in 
1960,  a magazine  called  Transvestia,  founded  one  of  the 
earliest  transgender  organizations  in  1962,  published 
three  books  and  been  the  personal  inspiration  for  thou- 
sands who  might  otherwise  have  spent  their  lives  in 
shame  and  misery. 


clicking  over  genitals 


Attendees  at  conference  agree  -- 
it's  not  what's  between  your  legs 
that  make  you  a man  (or  a woman) 
but  what's  between  your  ears 


GERALD  HANNON 


began  this  past  weekend  by  rather  gingerly  feel- 
ing a selection  of  fake  breasts  (available  in  sizes 
32AA  to  48DD,  in  colours  called  ivory,  blush 
and  tawny).  I ended  it  sitting  in  a room  with  a 
bunch  of  guys,  admiring  the  smooth,  sculpted 
chest  of  a man  called  Dennis. 

I've  got  a feeling  I've  seen  the  future.  I've 
got  a feeling  I like  it.  I spent  this  past  weekend  at  the 
Colony  Hotel  in  downtown  Toronto  with  several  hun- 
dred transvestites,  transsexuals,  cross-dressers,  and  their 
friends,  spouses,  parents  and  significant  others.  I was 
attending  Crossing  Borders,  the  12th  annual  conven- 
tion organized  by  the  U.S.-based  International  Founda- 
tion for  Gender  Education.  It  was  hosted  this  year  by 
Xpressions,  which  bills  itself  as  the  "fastest-growing 
transgender  club  in  Canada." 

I spent  this  past  weekend  thinking  a lot  about  males. 
About  men.  About  females.  About  women.  About 
art.  About  nature.  And,  most  significantly  for  me,  the 
meaning  of  sexual  liberation. 

I spent  a lot  of  time  rather  dizzily  discombobulated. 
I met  a 19-year-old  woman  who  had  cut  off  her  own 
balls.  I kept  reaching  for  a vocabulary  that  isn't  there  yet 
(though  I did  discover  I was  a "bio-boy.")  I wanted  the 
shock  of  the  new.  I got  it. 

It  wasn't,  of  course,  because  I was  seeing  a lot  of 
males  in  dresses.  I've  been  a gay  activist  for  some  25 
years,  and  have  done  party  drag  myself,  - but  what  I was 
seeing  was  not  drag  as  I had  come  to  understand  it.  For 
one  thing,  these  gals  dress  rather  conservatively.  There 
were  a lot  of  sensible  daytime  outfits,  and  evening  wear 
that  might  be  described  as  quietly  elegant,  but  there  was 
very  little  that  would  have  quickened  the  pulse  of  any 
drag  queen. 

For  another,  most  of  these  guys  are  straight.  Some 
of  them  were  there  with  their  spouses.  I spent  one 
delightful  lunch  sitting  at  a table  that  included  Jane 
Peabody  and  Louise,  his?  her?  (you  begin  to  see  the 
& vocabulary  problems)  spouse  of  some  53  years. 
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But  the  tight,  conventional  family  focus  she 
insists  on  seems  to  put  her  out  of  step 
with  the  truly  exciting  undercurrents  that 
ran  through  this  long  weekend. 

Not  that  everything  about  Crossing  Bor- 
ders struck  me  as  revolutionary.  First  im- 
pressions, in  fact,  were  of  a gathering  of 
mostly  large,  mostly  middle-aged,  mostly 
homely,  undeniably  friendly  heterosexual 
men  in  wigs  and  dresses  who  were  out  for 
a good  time  (not  that  there's  anything 
wrong  with  that). 

Removing  hair 

Lunch-table  talk  might  focus  on  ways  to 
get  rid  of  body  hair,  or  how  to  board  an 
airplane  en  femme  in  these  days  of  thor- 
ough security  checks,  or  how  to  get  a credit 
card  in  your  femme  name,  or  how  to  de- 
velop a female  voice. 

1 went  to  a seminar  on  How  To  Look 
Like  A Natural  Girl  (that's  where  I found 
out  that,  at  the  Oscars,  Madonna  had  made 
a "very  wrong  statement  on  a very  impor- 
tant night"),  and  another  on  Breast  Aug- 
mentation. And,  as  lively  and  fun  as  all  this 
was,  it  was  still  a bit  like  hanging  out  with  a 
gaggle  of  kinky'  Kiwanis. 

Miqqi  Alicia  was  one  of  die  large,  homely, 
middle-aged  men  in  wigs  and  dresses  who 
did  have  considerably  more  to  offer  than 
fashion  and  makeup  tips.  When  she’s  a 
man,  she's  Michael  Gilbert,  PhD,  a profes- 
sor at  York  University  who  was  recendy  fea- 
tured as  a transgender  activist  in  a story  in 
die  Globe  and  Mail.  1 le's  married,  widi  one 
child  of  his  own  and  three  step-children, 
and  a pretty  solid  degree  of  acceptance  at 
work. 

"We  are,"  she  tells  me,  "the  walking 
deconstruction  of  the  bi-polar  gender  di- 
chotomy. We  are  the  last  outlaws."  Miqqi 
Alicia  is  smart  enough  to  admit  she  doesn't 
know  why  she  simply  has  to  put  on 
women's  clothes;  she  only  knows  that  if 
she  doesn't  she  will  experience  a discomfort 
that  will  grow  to  finally  unbearable  propor- 
tions. She  understands,  too,  what  she  calls 
"the  tyranny  of  the  bi-polar  gender  system. 
If  we  didn't  know  the  meaning  of  a skirt, 
how  would  we  know  who  should  get  the 
lower  salary  ?" 

Gilbert,  with  his  impeccable  straight- 
world  credentials,  snagged  Ontario  human 
rights  commissioner  Keith  Norton  ( he  of 
die  large  penis  and  bad  manners  - that  man 
simply  wouldn't  return  my  phone  calls)  to 
speak  at  lunch  on  Friday.  He  got  a standing 
ovation  for  making  it  clear  that  he  is  a gay 
man,  and  for  endorsing  human  rights  for 
all. 

I found  it  amusing  to  see  him  at  the 
centre  of  a group  of  doting,  dowdy 
women,  mosdy  because  thafs  precisely  who 
he'd  have  been  surrounded  by  back  in  the 
days  when  he  was  campaigning  for  die  pro- 
vincial  legislature.  This  must  have  been 
something  of  Proustian  moment  for  him, 
widi  Miqqi  taking  die  place  of  a madeleine. 
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Introduction 

We  at  Transgender 
Tapestry  would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  the  profes- 
sional individuals  and 
organizations  who 
support  the  produc- 
tion of  this  magazine 
with  a paid  listing. 

Please  remember 
to  look  here  first  for 
services.  These  are 
the  people  who  put 
their  money  where 
their  mouth  is  when 
it  comes  to  support- 
ing the  Transgender 
community.  Their 
conscious  commit- 
ment is  invaluable  to 
the  healthy  growth  of 
our  community. 

A warm-hearted 
thanks  to  the  follow- 
ing: 

ARIZONA 

SHEILA  FRIEDEMAN 
DICKSON,  PhD: 

3930  East  Camelback  Rd., 
#205,  Phoenix  AZ  85018, 
(602)956-3006. 

Psychotherapy 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES: 

Ginnie  Monroe  Grant,  CISW, 
5440  S.  Clambake,  Tempe  AZ 
85283.  (602)897-0444.  Psycho- 
therapy. 

ANNE  STERICKER  PHD 

1200  N El  Dorado  PI  Suite  F- 
640, Tucson  AZ  8571 5-4637  Ph. 
520-298-9746,  Fax  520-298- 
9367.  Clinical  Psychologist.  Cer- 
tified Sex  Therapist.  National 
Register  Health  Service  Provid- 
ers in  Psychology.  Individual 
therapy 

CouplesTherapy.  Gender  coun- 
seling forTGs  and  their  families. 


SOUTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 
GENDER  CENTER: 

LAGC,  1923-1/2  Westwood 
Blvd.,  Suite  2,  Los  Angeles  CA 
90025.  Phone:  (310)475-8880. 
Marie  Keller,  MFCC.  Psycho- 
therapy 

STEPHEN  J.  PINCUS,  M.D., 

FACS:  4844  Lincoln  Blvd.,  Suite 
409,  Marina  del  Rey  CA  90292. 
(310)306-2160.  FAX 

(310)821-6596. 
Email:spincus@earthlink.netor 
PlatikDok@aol.com.  Voice  sur- 
gery and  plastic  surgery.  (PL- 
84) 

ROXANNE  CHERRY,  PhD: 

343  3rd  St.,  Laguna  Beach  CA 
92651.  (714)497-9925.  Psycho- 
therapy. 

THOMAS  ADAM  COTSEN, 
MD 

9033  Wilshire  Blvd. , Ste.  406, 
Beverly  Hills,  CA  9021 1 
Individual  psychotherapy  and 
couples  therapy.  Hormone  treat- 
ment available  310-276-4403 
(87) 

TRANSGENDER  LAW  SPE- 
CIALISTS: 

Law  Offices  of  Douglas  Inman, 
1 2400 Wilshire  Blvd.,  Suite  400, 
Los  Angeles  CA  90025. 
(310)820-0212.  Email: 
DBInman@aol.com.  Legal  as- 
sistance for  all  members  of  the 
gender  community.  Document 
changes,  family,  employment, 
privacy,  civil  rights,  criminal, 
torts,  etc.,  through  transition  and 
beyond.  (#85) 

RISKIN-BANKER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  CENTER, 

1913  East  17th  Street,  Suite 
107,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92705, 
714-953-9882,  Fax  714-953- 
9884,  e-mail: 

RBCenter@aol.com.  Board 
Certified  Sex  Therapists  with 
extensive  experience  counsel- 
ing Transgender  individuals.  In- 
tern are  available  on  a sliding  fee 
scale. 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 
GENDER  GROUP 

1 1 6 N.  Robertson  Blvd.  Suite 
702,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90048 
310-659-8640 

Psychotharpy  with  profession- 
als who  understand  our  com- 


munity. Please  contact  Tho- 
mas Adam  Cotsen 


NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA 

WILLIAM  A.  HENKIN,  PhD: 

1 801  Bush  Street,  Ste.  Ill,  San 
Francisco  CA  94109.  (415) 
923-1 1 50.  Psychotherapy. 

BARBARA  F.  ANDERSON, 
MSW,  PhD: 

1537  Franklin  St.,  Suite  104, 
San  Francisco  CA  94109. 
(41 5)776-01 39,  FAX  (41 5)441  - 
0936.  Certified  Sex  Therapist. 
Clinical  Sexologist. 

GENDER  & SELF 
ACCEPTANCE  PROGRAM: 

GSAP,  PO  Box  424447,  San 
Francisco  CA  94142.  Gianna 
Eveling  Israel,  Director, 
(41 5)558-8058.  Psychotherapy. 

ANNE  VITALE,  Ph.D.: 

D Street  Counseling  Group,  61 0 
D Street,  San  Rafael  CA 
94901 . (41 5)  456-4452.  Email: 
info@avitale.com.TS  therapist 
specializing  in  gender  related  in- 
dividual and  group  psycho- 
therapy since  1978.  Member: 
HBIGDA.  For  more  information, 
see  “Notes  on  Gender  Transi- 
tion” available  online  at  http:// 
www.avitale.com.  (#85) 

DOUGLAS  K.  OUSTERHOUT, 
MD 

45  Castro  St.,  SUite  150,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 14  415-626- 
2888  e-mail: 

ousterht@cris.com.  Facial  and 
body  feminization  surgery.  (86) 

COLORADO 

JOHN  R BARRY,  MSW: 

LICSW,  CD/TS  - 3955  E.  Ex- 
position Ave,  Suite  408,  Denver 
CO  80209.  (303)698-2385,  Fax 
(303)777-2878.  Psychotherapy. 

DEB-ANNTHOMPSON,  PhD, 
NCACII,  CACIII:  2755  S.  Locust 
St.,  Suite  #207,  Denver  CO 
80222.  (303)758-6634.  Psycho- 
therapy. (#86) 

STANLEY  H.  BIBER,  M.D., 

P.C.:  406  First  National  Bank 
Bldg.,  Trinidad  CO  81082. 
(719)846-3301.  FAX  (719)846- 
6097.  Surgeon.(PL-84) 


CONNECTICUT 

WYNELLE  SNOW,  M.D.:  1 001 

Farmington  Avenue,  Suite  302, 
Bristol  CT  06010-3990. 
(860)582-1  178.  Email: 
wynellesnow@pol.net.  Member 
HBIGDA,  Association  of  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Psychiatrists,  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Medical  Association. 
Board  certified  Psychiatry.  Ex- 
perienced in  evaluation  of  gen- 
der related  issues  and  associ- 
ated difficulties.  (PL-84) 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC 
OF  NEW  ENGLAND: 

68  Adelaide  Road,  Manchester 
CT  06040. Clinton  R.  Jones,  Di- 
rector, (860)646-8651  .Web  site: 
www.intelleng.com/gicne.html. 
Differential  diagnosis,  hormonal 
therapy  and  general  counseling 
for  transgendered  persons. 
(#85) 

FLORIDA 

LIBBY  A.  TANNER,  LCSW, 
Ph.D.: 

5901  S.W.  100  Terrace,  Miami 
FL  33156.  (305)665-4934.  FAX 
(305)661  -9478.  Gender-friendly 
counseling  for  TGs  and  their 
families.  Harry  Benjamin  mem- 
ber, psychotherapy.(PL-84) 

CENTER  FOR  CONTEMPO- 
RARY COUSELING: 

2999  N.E,  191  St.,  Suite  607, 
Aventura  FL  33180.  Coral  L. 
Schlosberg,  PhD,  LCSW, 
LMFT,  (305)936-8000.  Psycho- 
therapist. 

COUNSELING  AND 
CONSULTING 
SERVICES,  INC.: 

Judith  A Meisner,  PhD.  LCSW, 
LMFT,  3530  First  Avenue  North, 
Suite  207, 3500  Building,  St  Pe- 
tersburg FL  33713.(813)327- 
1672.  Psychotherapy 

THE  CONSULTANCY  FOR 
CHANGE: 

Roger  N.  Millen,  PhD,  304  1 6th 
Avenue,  Indian  Rocks  Beach 
FL  33785-2824.  (813)595- 
8457  DrRNMillen 
@consultancy4change.com. 
Individual  and  couples  coun- 
seling. 


A CLINICAL  APPROACH 
COUNSELING  CENTER,  INC: 

c/o  Maricia  L.  Schultz,  Psy.D., 
1801  University  Drive,  Coral 
Springs  FL  69541.  (954)345- 
2292.  FAX  (954)345-8086. 
Therapy  f®  TGs  and 
families.(PL-84) 

TAMPA  GENDER  IDENTITY 
PROGRAM  (TGIP): 

Carl  Bushong,  Ph.D.,  LMFT, 
LMHC,  Director.  TGIP,  c/o 
Tampa  Stress  Center,  PO  Box 
2731 07, Tampa  FL  33688-31 07. 
(813)884-7835.  COMPLETE 
gender  service 

Counseling,  Medical, Hormone 
Therapy,  Electrolysis,  Image 
and  Voice.  TGIP’s  unique  pro- 
gram designed  for  PARTICIPA- 
TION THROUGHOUT  USA. 
Visit  our  web:  http://www.nu- 
woman.com/tgip.htm. (#85) 

GEORGIA 

MONTGOMERY  MEDICAL  & 
PSYCHOLOGICAL  INSTI- 
TUTE, INC.: 

Montgomery  Institute,  PO  Box 
33311,  Decatur  GA  30033. 
Contact:  Jerry  or  Lynn  Mont- 
gomery. (404)603  9426.  Mental 
health  services. 


ILLINOIS 

RANDI  ETTNER,  Ph.D.: 

1214  Lake  St.,  Evanston  IL 
60201.  (847)328-3433.  FAX 
(847)328-5890.  Email:  http:// 
members.aol.com/rettner.  Psy- 
chotherapist/psychologist. 
President,  New  Health  Founda- 
tion. (PL-84) 


IOWA 

PMCTRANSGENDER  COUN- 
SELING AND 
CONSULTATION: 

Richard  V.  Campagna,  MA, 
JD,(Ph  D-a.b.d.)  PO  Box  5265, 
Coral ville  IA  52241-5265. 
(31 9)354-31 89,  FAX  (31 9)337- 
2045  Please  fax  all  initial  in- 
quiries. 

CENTRAL  IOWA  GENDER  IN- 
STITUTE: 

Susan  McIntyre,  MSW, 
ACSW,  (515)277-7754.  Psy- 
chotherapist. 


MARYLAND 

KATE  THOMAS,  Ph.D.,  R.N., 
C.S.,  F.A.A.C.S.: 

The  Human  Ecology  Center, 
4419  Falls  Road,  Baltimore  MD 
21211.  (410)625-1095.  Fax 
(41 0)366-0651 . Clinical  sexolo- 
gist, specializing  in  sexuality  and 
gender.  (#85) 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW,: 

4835  Del  Ray  Ave.,  Bethesda 
MD  2081 4.  (301  >652-6448.  Pas- 
toral counselor  with  over  10 
years  experience  counseling 
transgendered  persons.  (#85) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

RONNIE  LIBBEY,  MSW, 
LICSW,  162  Federal  St.  Salem 
MA.  01970  61 7-631  -71 71 . Gen- 
der Friendly  Psycholtherapy  on 
Massachusettes  North  Shore. 
Sexual  Identity,  Relationships, 
Addictions,  Depression,  Anxiety 
(85) 

ELKE  U.  O’DONNELL,  Ph.D., 
MTS: 

43  Roberts  Road,  Cambridge 
MA  02138.  (617)441-9300. 
Email:  euod@aol.com. 
Psychotherapy  and  pastoral 
counseling.  (PL-84) 

DIANE  ELLABORN,  LICSW, 
NASW  Diplomat  in  Clinical 
SocialWork: 

187  E.  Commonwealth  Road, 
Wayland  MA  01778.  (508)653- 
0107.  Individual,  couple  and 
group  psychotherapy.  Evalua- 
tions tor  hormones  and  surgery 
and  referrals  to  medical  services 
for  trans-sexuals.  Insurance  ac- 
cepted. Supervision  and  consul- 
tation for  professionals.(PL-84) 

ALEX  COLEMAN,  JD,  Ph.D.: 

246  Tappan  Street,  Brookline 
MA  02146.  (617)738-0463.  At- 
torney & licensed  psychologist 
provider.  Psychology  practice: 
Gender,  sexual  identity/orienta- 
tion, general  psychology,  foren- 
sic issues  (children,  adoles- 
cents, adults,  couples/families). 
Legal  practice:  Gender,  sexual 
identity/orientation,  family  law, 
child  welfare,  mental  health, 
guardian  ad  litem.  Supervision, 
consultation,  education,  assess- 
ment available.  (PL-84) 

DENNIS  PEARNE,EdD: 

Consultations:  9 Alexander  Ave, 
Belmont  Ctr.,  Mailing:  133  Grove 
St,  Watertown  MA  02172. 
(617)484-0013.  Psychologist. 
(84) 

CHRISTINE  C.  BECKER 

L.I.S.C.S.W.: 

341  Marrett  Road  (Rt.  2A).  Lex- 
ington MA  021 73.  (781  )862-61 70. 
Individual,  couple,  family  and 
group  evaluation  and  counseling 
for  the  transaender  community. 
(#85) 


LIFE  COURSE  COUNSELING 
CENTER: 

c/o  Tetty  Gorfine,  LCSW,  664 
Main  Street,  Amherst  MA 
01002.  (413)253-2822.  Email: 
integsol@valinet.com.  Web  site: 
www.vulinet.com/~lifecour.  Psy- 
chotherapy for  L/G/B/T  people 
and  their  families.  Transgender 
support  and  therapy  group.(PL- 
84) 


MICHIGAN 

UMMC  COMPREHENSIVE 
GENDER  SERVICES  PRO- 
GRAM: 

University  of  Michigan  Medical 
Center,  University  Hospital 
IH223, 1 500  E.  Medical  Center 
Dr„  Ann  Arbor  Ml  48109-0050. 
Sandra  Cole,  PhD,  Director. 
Phone:  (313)936- 

7067.Email:um- 
cgsp@umich.edu. The  UMMC 
CGSP  is  dedicated  to  meeting 
the  medical  and  mental  health 
care  needs  of  persons  for  whom 
gender  and  sexual  identity  and 
expression  are  primary  issues. 
Full  range  of  service,  including 
primary  medical  and  mental 
health  care,  and  surgery.  (#85) 

MINNESOTA 


TRANSGENDER  SERVICES, 
PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN 
SEXUALITY,  DEPARTMENT 
Of  FAMILY  PRACTICE  & 
COMMUNITY  HEALTH,  UNI- 
VERSITY of  MINNESOTA 
MEDICAL  SCHOOL:  Walter 
Bockting,  Coordinator,  1300 
South  Second  Street,  Suite  1 80, 
Minneapolis  MN  55454. 
(612)625-1500.  Fax  (612)626- 
8311.  Email: 

bocktOOl  @gold. tc.umn.edu. 
Web  site:  www.med.umn.edu/ 
fp/phs/phstgsrv.htm.  Compre- 
hensive services  for  transgen- 
der, transsexual  and  intersex 
persons  and  their  families.  (#85) 

KAROL  L.  JENSEN,  Ph.D., 

M.P.H.: 

416  E.  Hennepin  Ave.,  Minne- 
apolis MN  55414-1006. 
(612)379-5377.  Email: 
KLJensen@aol.com.  Gender 
identity  issues,  TS,  TG,  indi- 
vidual psychotherapy  and 
couple  work.  (#85) 

MISSOURI 

JOYCE  DEWOSKIN  PHD. 

12401  Olive  Blvd.,  Suite  101,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63141  Phone  24 
hours:  314-434-5888,  7days, 
Psychological  Services,  Gen- 
der Friendly  Counseling  and 
testing  for  TGs  and  their  fami- 
lies, Support  Groups  available, 
all  ages.  (85) 


NEVADA 

NANCY  LEE,  Ph.D.: 

Caring  Counseling,  2061  Mar- 
ket Street,  Reno  NV  89502. 
(702)322-7771 . FAX  (702)322- 
7501 . Providing  warm,  accept- 
ing, validating  and  confidential 
psychotherapy  for  all  members 
of  the  transgendered  commu- 
nity and  their  families.(PL-84) 

NEW 

HAMPSHIRE 

NANCY  STRAPKO,  Ph.D.: 

PO  Box  157,  Plymouth  NH 
03264.  (603)536-1 306.  Certified 
sex  therapist,  gender  specialist. 
Individual,  group  and  family 
therapy.  Two  office  locations: 
Plymouth,  NH  and  Concord, 
NH. (PL-84) 

CHESHIRE  COUNSELING: 

104  Cross  St.,  Keene  NH 
03431.  Ken  DeVoid,  EdD. 
(603)357-5544.  Psychothera- 
pist. 

NEW  JERSEY 

AMY  L.  ALTENHAUS,  Ph.D.: 

80  East  Main  Street,  Freehold 
NJ  07728.  (732)780-6644.  Fax 
(732)845-1184.  Psychologist 
doing  psychotherapy  and  cus- 
tody evaluation.  (#85) 


NEW  YORK 

LAWRENCE  KRIEGER, 
ATTORNEY: 

TheWilder  Building 

1 E.  Main  St.,  Suite  #400,  Roch- 
ester NY  14614.  (800)719- 
3260,  (716)325-2640,  FAX 
(71 6)325-2646.  Gender-friendly 
law  office.  Free  1/2  hr  consult 
readers  Transgender  Tapestry. 

ARLENE  ISTAR  LEV 
R-C.S.W.,  C.A.S.A.C., 

CHOICES  COUNSELING  AS- 
SOCIATES, 

321  Washington  Ave.,  Albany, 
New  Youk  12206. 
518-463-9152. 
e-mail:  istarlev@aol.com 
Individual  and  family  therapy  for 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgen- 
der and  other  sexual  minority 
issues.  Sexual  and  gender  iden- 
tity, addictions,  domestic  vio- 
lence, sexual  abuse,  parenting, 
depression,  anxiety,  eating  dis- 
orders, body  image  distur- 
bance, illness  and  sexuality. 
(#86) 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

CD/TS/SO  - LOUISE  HAHN, 
MA,  NCC  LPC:  Wilmington, 
Research  Triangle  Park. 
(910)395-0772.  Psychothera- 
pist. 


OHIO 

NORTH  CENTRAL  MENTAL 
HEALTH  SERVICES: 

1 301  North  High  Street,  Colum- 
bus OH  43201.(614)299-6600. 


OREGON 

SALMACIS: 

PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR 
97440-1604.  (503)  688-4282 
(Sally  Ann,  6-1 1 PM  PST).  Psy- 
chotherapy. 

BARRY  M.  MALETCKY,  M.D.: 

Professor  of  Clinical  Psychiatry, 
Oregon  Health  Sciences  Uni- 
versity, 8332  SE 1 3th  Ave.,  Port- 
land OR  97202.  (503)238-5580. 
FAX  (503)238-021 0.(PL-84) 


PENNSYLVANIA 

PERSAD  CENTER,  INC.: 

5100  Penn  Ave.,  Pittsburgh  PA 
15224-1616.  Randal  G. 
Forrester,  James  Huggins. 
(412)441-0857.  Mental  health 
services. 

RHODE 

ISLAND 

DAVID  MEDEIROS,  LICSW: 

Craik  Building,  Suite  307, 2845 
Post  Rd.,  Warwick  Rl  02886. 
(401)739-4604.  Counseling, 
psychotherapy  and 

education. (PL-84) 

STEVEN  M.  KANE,  PHD: 

64  Bluff  Avenue,  Cranston,  Rl 
02905. 401  -461  -2323.  Psycho- 
therapy and  counseling  for  in- 
dividuals, couples,  families  and 
groups,  supervisory,  educa- 
tional, and  public  speaking  ser- 
vices also  available.  Member 
AAPC.  (86) 

ROBERT  LAPOINTE,  ESQ.: 

PO  Box  16324,  Rumford  Rl 
0291 6.  (401  >438-7790.  Member, 
R.l.  & Mass.  Bars,  gender 
friendly  legal  services  and  di- 
vorce mediation.  (#85) 

SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

PHOENIX  THERAPY  SES- 
SIONS: 

405  Pettigru,  Greenville  SC 
29601  .Carla  Pridgen,  (803)225- 
6938.  Psychotherapist 


TENNESSEE 

GEORGE  R.  BROWN,  MD:  De- 
partment of  Psychiatry,  Moun- 
tain HomeVAMC,  Johnson  City 
TN  37684.  (615)926-1 177,  ext. 
7709.  Psychiatrist. 


TEXAS 

GEORGET.  CARPENTER,  III, 
DO  And  ASSOCIATES:  3626 

N.  Hall  St.,  Suite  623,  Dallas  TX 
75219.  (21 4)528-8901.  Trans- 
gender medical  therapy. 

ALICEWEBB,  Ph.D., 
LMSW-ACP: 

18333  Egret  Bay  Blvd.,  Suite 
560,  Houston  TX  77058 
(NASA,  Clear  Lake  area)  . 
(281  >333-2278.  Fax  (281)333 
2293.EmailALESWEBB@aol.com. 
Pres.  Elect-HBIGDA,  1997- 
1 999.  Clinical  sexology,  gender 
program,  certified  sex  therapist, 
general  psychotherapy.  (#85) 


VIRGINIA 

RUSTY  LYNN,  LCSW: 

225  E.  Broad  Street,  Falls 
Church  VA  22046.  (703)  532- 
8723.  Pastoral  Counselor  with 
over  1 0 years  experience  coun- 
seling transgendered  persons. 
(#85) 

ELLEN  R.  WARREN,  LCSW: 

1 500  King  Street,  Suite  302, 
Alexandra  VA  22314. 
(703)683-0710.  Compassion- 
ate, affirming  therapist  for  TG 
people  and  their  significant  oth- 
ers. 25  years  experience.  Indi- 
vidual therapy,  couples/family 
counseling  to  assist  with  tran- 
sition, confusion,  emotional 
pain,  relationships,  career  and 
family  issues. (PL-84) 

WASHINGTON 

THE  INGERSOLL  GENDER 
CENTER:  1 81 2 East  Madison, 
Seattle  WA  98122.(206)329- 
6651 . Counseling  and  referrals. 

PSYCHCARE  NORTHWEST, 
CENTER  FOR  SEXUAL 
HEALTH:  2150  North  107th 
Street,  Ste.  200,  Seattle  WA 
98133.  Psychotherapy. 

JUDE  PATTON,  CMHC, 
CMFT,  PA-C: 

1812  East  Madison,  Suite  1 02, 
Seattle  WA  98122,  Phone/fax 
(425)787-5094. 

E-mail: 
JUDEPATTON@aol.com. 
Compassionate,  supportive 
counseling  for  all  trans-persons 
and  their  SOFFAs,  by  transman 
who  is  a physician  assistant, 
therapist  and  AASECT  certified 
sex  educator  and  sex  therapist. 
Reasonable  fees.  (#85) 

WISCONSIN 

INSTITUTE  FOR  PSYCHO- 
SEXUAL  HEALTH:  Great 
Lakes  Gender  Clinic,  3250 
North  Oakland  Avenue,  Mil- 
waukee Wl  53211.  Charles 
A.Kiley,  ACSW,  LICSW, 
(41 4)332  5407.  Psychotherapy. 


MILWAUKEE  TRANSGENDER 
PROGRAM:  c/o  Gretchen 
Fincke,  MSSW  or  Roger 
Norlhway,  MS,  Pathways  Coun- 
seling Center,  2645  N.  Mayfair 
Road,  Suite  230,  Milwaukee  Wl 
53226.  (414)774-41 1 1 . Full  ser- 
vice gender  program.  (#85) 

CANADA 


www.grsmontreal.com.  Email: 
info@grsmontreal.com.  Cosmetic 
surgery.  MTF  & FTM  gender  re- 
assignment surgery.  (#85) 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC: 

Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry,  250 
College  Street  Toronto,  Ontario, 
CANADA  M5T  1R8.  (416)979- 
2221,  ext.  2339.  TS  specialists, 
help  for  CDs  as  well. 


r 


YVON  MENARD,  M.D.,  FRCSC: 

1003  East  St.  - Joseph  Blvd., 
Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2J 
1 L2.  (514)288-2097.  Fax 

(514)288-3547.  Web  site: 


STREET  OUTREACH 
SERVICES: 

c/o  WayneTravers,  622YongeSt., 
2nd  FI, Toronto,  Ontario  CANADA 
M4Y  1Z8.  (416)926-0744  (24 
hours).  Multitude  of  services  for 
TG  youth.  (PL-84) 
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^Jotire  Q^nvited  ( jo(jhc 

‘98  (Spring  (£Pvom 

Sponsored  by  the 
Tiffany  Club  of  New  England 
At  the  Randolf  Country  Club , Randolf,  MA 
Friday,  june  12,  1998 


Everyone  is  invited 
For  more  information  call 

781-891-9325 
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Transgender  Tapestry  Personal  Listing  Form 

■■■■■■■  **  » 

HOWTO  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Fill  out  the  form  below.  Please  note  that  there  is  a word  limit  of  40  WORDS  for  the  text.  Your  ad  will  be  edited  for  length  and  taste.  Please 
be  discreet.  No  home  addresses  will  be  published  in  Trans-Personals.  The  number  after  your  membership  number  is  the  last  issue  you  will 
receive  on  your  current  subscription.  If  you  submit  a photograph  we  will  keep  it  in  our  files  in  case  there  is  another  photo  SNAFU. 

COST  FOR  4 ISSUES: 

$15  for  text  only  for  4 issues 
$35  for  text  with  photo  for  4 issues 

$25  for  any  changes  in  text  or  photo  during  your  subscription 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Anyone 

HOWTO  RESPOND  TO  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Just  follow  these  instructions 

A. )  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

B. )  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and  membership  number  given  at  the  top  of  the  listing.  (Be  sure  to  use  a pencil  so  the  name 
can  be  erased.) 

C. )  Include  $2.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each  piece  to  be  forwarded. 

D. )  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  inside  another  envelope  and  mail  to: 

IFGE  PUBLICATIONS,  P.O.  BOX  229,  WALTHAM,  MA  02254-0229 


PERSONAL  LISTING  (please  limit  to  40  words): 
Name: 

Text: 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

Make  checks  and  money  orders  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  Transgender  Tapestry.  Send  this  completed  form  and  your  check  or  money 
order  to:  IFGE,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229. 

Visa/MasterCard Exp.  Date: 


TT-83 


ANS 


Where  The 
Transgender 
Community  Meet. 


NEW  OBJECTIVES  of  the  PERSONAL  LISTINGS: 

Over  the  past  10  years,  Transgender  Tapestry  has  made  every  effort  to  keep 
its  commitment  to  the  free  personal  ad  offer  to  subscribers.  We  are  unable  to 
continue  this  offer  because  of  skyrocketing  paper,  printing,  and  postage  costs. 
We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  we  have  a new  distributor,  to  gain  a wider 
audience.  We  must  therefore,  streamline  all  costs  associated  with  the  produc- 
tion of  Transgender  Tapestry. 

We  are  aware  that  many  who  are  published  in  the  personals  cannot  pay  for 
their  ad.  We  apologize,  we  can  no  longer  afford  this,  and  ask,  in  turn,  for 
understanding.  Our  advertisers  and  professionals  list  with  us  for  reasonable 
rates.  We’re  asking  an  reasonable  charge  of  $15  for  text  and  $35  for  text  and 
picture  per  year.  We  struggle  each  month  to  pay  our  printing  bills  and  do  out- 
reach to  youth,  the  public  and  our  medical  communities.  We  regret  that  we 
must  make  this  choice  and  we  are  determined  to  continue  publication  of  Trans- 
gender Tapestry.  To  do  so,  we  must  produce  enough  income  to  meet  produc- 
tion costs.  We  will  keep  our  commitment  to  current  subscribers,  and  as  of 
issue  #84,  Fall,  1998,  free  personal  listings  will  no  longer  be  available. 

The  printed  personal  listings  will  be  sent  to  all  subscribers  for  free  and  for 
sale  in  our  bookstore,  catalog,  and  web  site  for  a nominal  fee  of  $5.00. 

If  you  have  a listing  now,  it  will  remain  free  until  renewal  time. 

Thank  You  for  your  understanding 
Co-editor  Mykael  Hawley 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A LISTING: 

Anyone! 

COST  FOR  4 ISSUES: 

$15  for  text  of  40  words,  per  4 issues 

$35  for  photo  and  text  of  40  words,  per  4 issues 

$25  for  any  corrections  in  text  or  change  in  photo  each  subscription. 

HOW  TO  PLACE  A LISTING: 

Fill  out  the  form  on  the  back  of  the  subscription  form.  Please  note  that  there  is 
a limit  of  forty  words  for  the  text.  Your  ad  may  be  edited  for  length  and  for  taste. 
Please  be  discreet.  No  addresses  will  be  published  in  the  Personal  Listings. 

The  last  number  after  your  name  is  the  last  issue  of  Transgender  Tapestry  you 
will  receive  on  your  subscription. 

If  you  send  in  a photo  to  be  printed  with  your  Personal  Listing,  we  will 
keep  it  on  file  to  ensure  that  it  is  available  when  and  if  we  have  more 
picture  catastrophes  the  way  we  have  lately.  Your  photo  will  NOT  be 
returned. 

HOW  TO  RESPOND: 

Please  follow  these  intructions  when  answering  an  ad: 

(A)  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

(B)  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and  membership  number  appearing  after 
the  name.  (Be  sure  to  use  pencil  so  the  name  can  be  erased.) 

(C)  Include  $2.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each  piece  to  be  forwarded. 

(D)  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  in  another  envelope  & mail  to: 

Transgender  Tapestry 

P.O.  BOX  229  , WALTHAM  MA  02254-0229 


REMARKS  FROM  THE 
PERSONAL  LISTINGS 
EDITOR 

If  you  give  us  a photo  to 
keep  on  file  (especially  a 
digitized  photo  on  a 3.5” 
diskette  or  as  an  email 
attachment),  your  picture 
gets  back  in  here  a lot 
quicker  if  we  have  a 
computer  snafu.  Please  use 
a plain,  contrasting 
background;  you  will  be 
more  visible  and  you  will 
look  better.  When  you  get 
your  renewal  notice,  act  fast. 
The  deadline  for  the 
Personal  Listings  is  only 
about  a month  after  the 
notice  date.  Problems? 
Write:  Trans-personals, 
IFGE.  PO  Box  229.  Waltham 
MA  02254-0229  or  email 
us:  personals@ifge.org. 

ALABAMA 


PAULA  R. 

(AL-P-M2820-K4698-84) 

Member  of  Montgomery  Institute, 
NOW,  LWV,  ACLU.  Attended  South- 
ern Comfort  '91,  2,  3.  DWM,  62, 
5'10",  174,  TG-TS?  Interested  in 
boats,  cooking,  theater,  music,  col- 
lectibles, Civil  War  buff,  active  in  en- 
vironmental groups,  local  historical 
preservations.  Semi-retired.  Can 
travel  at  will. 


HOLLY  GRANT 
(AL-P-M5952-K3305-83) 

Late  40s,  Tri-Ess,  wife  recently 
learned  and  is  struggling  with  it, 
people  watcher  (they’re  a giggle). 
No  television  so  plenty  of  time  to 
write.  Love  to  get  mail  from  all  types 


and  from  all  over.  What's  on  your 
mind? 


JOANNA  NOELLE 
(AL-P-M61 64-K8967-84) 

DWM,  BI-CD.  50+,  5'1 1 ”,  170. 
Been  dressing  forever,  recently 
out.  Gulf  Coast,  Alabama.  Hobbies : 
music,  reading,  and,  of  course, 
dressing.  Very  discreet.  Wish  to 
find  cute,  playfuITV/TS  for  fun  and 
men  or  women  for  dates. 


SARAH  C.  JAMES 
(AL-P-M4764-K1 0766-86) 

DWM,  early  50's  (feel  much 
younger)  5'8”,  1 38,  teacher,  author. 
Coastal  Alabama.  I love  partying 
all  kinds  of  dancing  (especially 
being  led)  reading,  movies,  travel- 
ing, dressing  nicely,  meeting  new 
people,  having  new  adventures, 
receiving  and  answering  letters.  I 
love  being  a woman.  Want  to 
share?  I answer  all  letters. 


ALASKA 


BOBBIE  WENDY  TUCEY 
(AK-P-M331 4-K6591  -83) 

Mbr  Berdache  Society,  Alaskan  T- 
People.  Attended  Alaska  Corona- 
tion '92,  '93.WHM,  52,  5'5",  135. 
Supportive  wife  & grown  & gone 


children.  Interested  in  computers, 
art,  play  guitar  & flute.  Spend  all  my 
non-work  time  as  a woman,  & go 
out  a lot.  Love  to  communicate. 
Photo  appreciated. 

TRISH  PLUMB 
(AK-M3480-K71 85-81) 

I'm  a 40-something  CD.  Would  en- 
joy corresponding  with  other  CDs, 
particularly  those  in  Alaska.  All  let- 
ters will  be  answered. 

DAKE  or  DE  LANA 
(AK-P-M6523-K1 4576-84) 

55, 6’2”,  220, 45-37-45.  TS  on  hor- 
mones one  year,  B cup.  Pre-opTS, 
love  it  and  staying  there.  Daily  a 
woman.  Semi-retired.  Have  perma- 
nent makeup  eye  brows  and  eye 
liner.  Looking  for  committed  rela- 
tionship with  same  or  female  or  on 
phone.  Poor  at  letters. 

LINDA  A. 

(AK-M5383-K8533-84) 

Lifetime  cross-dresser  interested  in 
other  affected  by  pre-birth  hormone 
treatment  of  birth  mom.  Interests: 
home  improvement,  cars,  dressing. 
Very  loving  Christian  who  lived  with 
lifetime  guilt  until  understanding  true 
meaning  of  Christ. 

ARIZONA 


/ 0* 


JENNIFER  E.  SAMSOL 
(AZ-P-M1 056-K1 467-86) 

Mbr  A Rose.  DWM,  6',  175,  47, 
warm,  caring,  open  professional. 
Interested  in  cooking,  all  music  ex- 
cept hard  rock,  metaphysics,  hunt- 
ing, fishing,  computers,  camping  en 
femme,  sunsets,  horses,  & dogs. 
Fond  of  gold  clothes,  heels,  & 
blonde  hair,  but  also  enjoy  tight 
skirts  & tight  blouses,  etc.  Travel 
quite  a bit.  Write. 


TOMMIE  F. 

(AZ-P-M1158-K1 453-84) 
LifelongTG  has  a passion  for  pant- 
ies, heels,  hosiery  and  other  linge- 
rie. Has  a large  collection  of  pant- 
ies, bras  & slips.  Wants  to  hear  from 
other  undies  lovers.  Also  likes 
minis,  bosomy  look.  Will  corre- 
spond with  sisters.  Exchange  pho- 
tos and  lingerie. 

LAURIE  K. 

(AZ-M2777-K4607-88) 

Hetero  CD,  57”,  130,  slender,  femi- 
nine figure,  pass  easily,  considered 
realistic  & attractive.  Enjoy  being 
sophisticated,  fashionable  woman 
of  good  taste.  Like  art,  theater,  lit- 
erature, antiques,  architecture,  in- 
terior design,  music,  vintage  wines, 
& fashions.  Love  to  meet/write  CDs 
in  Phoenix  area,  elsewhere. 


CALIFORNIA 


HOLLY  CROSS 
(CA-P-M0279-K01 88-99) 

MISS  PROVINCETOWN  '95  NOW 
RESIDES  ONTHE  LEFT  COAST. 
(PTOWN  WAS  MORE  FUN.)  Got 
all  the  clothes  here,  sort  of  bored. 
Want  correspondence  from  Cali- 
fornia TVs,  don't  need  any 
photos.  I miss  Tiffany  Club  and 
INNvestments.  Send  a phone  num- 
ber. 


LORRAINE  HALL 
(CA-P-M1150-K1 648-84) 

An  older  lady  who  ten  years  ago, 
after  many  years  of  denial,  could 
no  longer  hide  from  who  and  what 
I was.  I always  enjoy  hearing  from 
others  with  whom  I can  share  tri- 
umphs, experiences  and  prob- 
lems. 


KATE  GOLDMAN 
(CA-P-M1652-K0760-86) 
Passable,  professional,  5'8",  size 
10/12,  forever  39.  I’m  discrete,  se- 
cure and  in  touch  with  my  inner- 
Barbie.  I travel  extensively,  appre- 
ciate the  arts,  love  designer 
clothes,  get  out  and  around  West 
LA  and  read  the  comics  every 
morning.  If  you  think  we'll  resonate 
please  write  or  email  me  at 
Kate.Goldman@MailExcite.com. 


MELISSA  M.  FOSTER 
(S  CA-P-M2099-K1 51 8-82) 

WCD  enjoys  meeting  people  who 
have  the  same  interests  & that 


CINDY  N. 

(AZ-P-M4047-K8782-86) 

Mbr  Alpha  Zeta  and  A-Rose  since 
1 988.  Supportive  wife  & we  both 
love  photography,  shopping  & 
travel. 


CATHERINE  SMITH 
(AZ-P-M5208-K1 1545-82) 

SW,  33,  Supporting  Member  IFGE. 
Very  shy,  self-employed  carpenter 
specializing  in  kitchens  and  bath 
remodeling.  Will  work  most  any- 
where. Interests  include  camping, 
music,  reading,  cooking,  being  cre- 
ative, religion.  No  sexually  explicit 
letters. 

ASHLEY  HUNTER 
(AZ-M4888-K8301  -84) 

SWM,  46,  with  TS  tendencies, 
seeking  similar  type  for  early  stage 
explorations,  creative  eroticism  and 
monogamous  love.  Interests  in- 
clude stock  markets,  world  travel 
and  the  mysteries  of  trans- 
sexualism. Prefer  financially  secure 
individual  into  feminization  and 
SRS. 


KATHLEEN  RENEE  C. 

(AZ-P-M61 74-K8646-84) 
MWM.TV,  late  50s,  6",  mbrTri-Ess. 
Enjoy  Sci-Fi  (Trek,  Bab  5,  X-Files, 
etc.),  movies,  reading.  Love  dress- 
ing. Still  working  on  closet  door;  one 
foot  out,  other  dragging.  Would  love 
to  correspond  with  TVs,  both  locally 
and  elsewhere. 

DARYLE  LEIGH  JOHNSON 
(AZ-M6461-K1 4366-83) 

SWM,  38,  6’3”,  200.  Believe  am 
Group  4 on  Watson  Table.  Recently 
started  electrolysis.  Am  exploring 
true  self  and  hope  to  start  hor- 
mones. Would  like  to  correspond 
with  others  my  height  on  the  expe- 
rience of  transition  and  acceptance 
by  society  and  family. 


NIKKI  H. 

(AZ-M6410-K1 4508-83) 

Older  (but  good)  TV-CD  would  re- 
ally like  to  meet  intelligent,  literate 
TS/CD,  FtM  lesbian,  or  Bl-woman 
for  companionship  and  fun  times 
together.  Will  travel  if  necessary 
(NV,  CA)  I love  to  look  'smart'  and 
love  all  things  femme.  5'8”,  1 45lbs. 

KRISTEN  SMITH 
(AZ-M6465-K1 46 16-83) 

MWM  52, 6'1 ",  1 77.  Have  been  CD 
since  I was  25;  only  last  year  be- 
gan exploring  and  accepted  my 
gender  gift.  Geologist  1 2 years  and 
insurance  agent  last  12.  Wife  re- 
cently told  and  is  totally  accepting 
and  supportive.  Hobbies  include  car 
restoration,  history,  cooking.  Will 
answer  letters. 


ARKANSAS 


STAC  I B 

(AR-P-M5550-K1 21 88-83) 

WM  CD,  Bl,  5' 10",  150,  40s,  brn/ 
brn,  8.  Married.  Wife  doesn't  know, 
nor  would  she  ever  approve.  Inter- 
ests are  classical  music,  travel,  his- 
tory, and  anything  feminine.  Love 
anything  SATIN,  especially  lingerie 
and  gowns!  Would  love  meeting 
beautiful  CDs  for  shared  interests. 
Good  correspondent  and  love  to 
write. 


JEAN  MARIE  Z. 

(AR-P-M6057-K1 31 97-83) 

S M-F  TG,  size  12,  feisty  little 
Gemini  bitch  is  going  full  time  in 
Bubbaville,  Arkansas.  She’s  a 50s 
Renaissance  girl,  open  to  diversity 
after  flushing  the  toxic  cultural  con- 
ditioning from  her  veins.  Seeking 
interaction  with  new  age/  shaman 
Wicca  spirits.  Your  plumbing's  not 
important,  the  wiring  is. 


enjoy  going  out  & having  fun.  I travel 
extensively  & love  meeting  people 
& visiting  groups.  I am  presently 
very  involved  in  the  community  & 
very  much  enjoy  helping  those  who 
are  looking  for  info  or  help. 

LISA  HUNTER 
(CA-M21 12-K2522-84) 

Have  lived  as  a woman  most  of  my 
life.  Age  25,  bisexual  TV.  Interested 
in  pen-pals  only. 

JENNIFER  H. 

(CA-M5173-K1 1141-85) 

Athletic  30-something  San  Fran- 
cisco TV.  Educated,  fun-loving  pro- 
fessional. Travel,  love  to  dress, 
meet  those  interested  in  our'sport.' 
Attend  conventions,  go  out.  Attrac- 
tive, bright,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair, 
great  sense  of  humor.  Very  attrac- 
tive in  both  sports.  Let's  meet! 


BOB  DAVIS 
(CA-M2620-K1 631  -88) 

Mbr  ETVC,  Lady  Like  columnist, 
ETVC  Cotillion  judge,  presenter  2n0 
Congress  Sex  & Gender.  Collector 
TG  books,  periodicals  & ephemera. 
Looking  to  buy,  sell,  trade  and  com- 
pare collections.  All  will  be  an- 
swered. Please  be  patient. 


LUCY  ANN  JONES 
(CA-M2833-K4704-84) 

Mbr  ETVC.  Blue  eyes,  long  auburn 
hair,  6'1  ”,  1 80,  post-op  M-F  (1 2-21  - 
82)  Biber  Girl,  16T,  self-employed 
computer  consultant,  voice  coach- 
ing, & astrology.  Pisces  sun  sign, 
moon,  Scorpio  rising,  special  rela- 
tionships with  Aries.  Bl-lesbian  in 
relationship  with  genetic  female 
since  1983.  Your  SASE  & photo 
gets  mine. 


BILLIE  JEAN  JONES 
(CA-P-M3205-K61 97-99) 

Miss  ETVC  1 992.  Late  30s  (like  45), 
6',  150,  children  (23,  20),  2n0  mar- 
riage (what  a year!),  Androgyne, 
gender  bender,  numerous  scars, 
offbeat  personality.  Interested  in 
blabbing,  writing,  photography,  mu- 


sic,  discovering  diversity,  living  fully, 
making  a difference,  laughing.  Pub- 
lish Genderflex.This  is  my  real  life. 


■yimr 


LAURA  RODGERS 
(CA-P-M3627-K7688-83) 

60+,  5'1 0",  160,  retired.  Member 
SGA.  Long  time  CD/TV.  No  longer 
in  closet.  Enjoy  going  to  meetings, 
dinners,  & in  general  enjoying  rela- 
tionships with  other  sisters.  Would 
love  to  hear  from  you,  especially 
Sacramento  area. 


KATRINA  REED 
(CA-P-M3677-K7999-83) 

TG/TS  Supportive  wife.  Pass  as 
someone  comfortable  with  ambigu- 
ity. Hormones  since  '85.  The  arts, 
literature,  rural  living,  fashion.  Bud- 
dhism and  Deep-ecology  teacher. 
Value  authenticity,  freedom  of 
thought,  humor,  celebration,  good 
friends.  Seeking  new  friends  in 
Southern  California. 

ANN  SMITH 
(CA-M4351 -K9593-84) 

Loving,  warm,  successful  profes- 
sional interested  in  other  success- 
ful, professional  TVs.  My  goal  is  to 
understand  the  relationship  be- 
tween crossdressing  and  business/ 
professional  success.  Want  to  meet 
and  discuss  this.  Lifelong  cross- 
dresser. So.  Cal. 


KAREN  ADLER 
(CA-P-M5172-K1 1409-81) 

I'm  a good  listener,  friendly  com- 
pany, confident  (135,  57")  MTV. 
Maya  Angelou's  Phenomenal 
Woman  says  it  best, '. . . when  I try 
to  show  them,  they  say  they  can't 
see,  I say  it's  in  the  click  of  my  heels, 
the  sun  of  my  smile,  the  grace  of 
my  style  . . . that's  me  ... 

TERRY  MILLER 
(CA-M5837-K1 281 0-86) 

Very  sexy  BI-TV,  5'8",  1 50,  37  years 
old.  I pass  easily  in  most  situations. 
I love  to  go  out  on  dates  with  inter- 
esting men,  especially  double  dates 
with  one  of  my  TV  sisters.  Will  an- 
swer all. 


GLENDAS. 

(CA-P-M5388-K1 175-83) 

SWM,  38,  6'1",  180,  size  11,  tall, 
slender.  Enjoy  CD  in  tight  clothes 
and  becoming  as  sexy  as  I can. 
Wish  to  meet  same  or  TV/TS.  Ex- 
change letters,  photos,  videos.  An- 
swer all.  Have  enjoyed  all  responses 
and  exchanges  since  appearing  in 
TransgenderTapestry,  and  hope  for 
many  more. 


JAN  JENSEN 
(CA-M5494-K121 12-84) 

MWM,  BI-TV/TS-inclined,  56,  6’, 
195,  18.  Wife  okay  to  a point. 
Dressed  all  my  life.  Wear  lingerie  at 
all  times.  Go  out  occasionally.  Love 
everything  femme.  On  hormones 
since  '84.  Love  to  hear  from  any- 
one self-employed.  Design,  fabri- 
cate, repair,  restore  race  cars  & 
street  rods. 


RANDI GARNER 
(CA-M541 2-K7639-84) 

TS  full  time.  ETVC/SIS/Cal  Dream- 
ing '96.  New  to  San  Francisco  after 
coming  from  small  mountain  town 
in  No.  Calif.  Will  answer  all. 


ANN  C. 

(CA-P-M5937-K1 2959-82) 

Late  40sTG,  5'1 3",  1 80,  cross-lived 
on  hormones  for  7 years  in  80s, 
mucho  denial  since.  Single,  Bl,  but 
conflicted  and  closeted.  Bipolar  de- 
pressive. Lawyer,  writer,  singer/ 
song  writer,  skier,  golfer,  self-em- 
ployed professional  editor.  Need 
support,  engagement,  perspective! 


PATTY  S. 

(CA-P-M6420-K3207-83) 

MTF  TG,  soft,  feminine,  pretty,  do- 
mestic, always  wear  a dress.  Want 
to  hear  from  FTM  TV/TG/TS  and 
butch  women  interested  in  explor- 
ing role  reversed  relationship.  Also 
interested  in  hearing  from  kind,  dis- 
creet gentlemen. 


LISA  IREANE 
(CA-M6723-K31 93-85) 

It  is  always  a bit  difficult  to  know  what 
to  say  in  one  of  these  things  but  here 
goes  nothing.  My  goodness  I have 
already  used  27  of  the  40  words  al- 
lowed. You  might  have  to  write  for 
the  details. 


REVANA  ROSE 
(CA-P-M6246-K1 195-85) 

30y/o  humanist  finally  coming  out 
to  family  and  friends  as  TS  after 
identifying  as  CD  for  years.  I’m  into 
psychology,  the  internet,  and  the 
club  scene.  Who  knows  what  the 
future  holds? 


ANN  C. 

(CA-M5937-K1 2959-82) 

Late  fortiesTG ; 5'  1 3",  1 80;  crossed- 
lived  on  hormones  for  seven  years 
in  80s,  mucho  denial  since;  single, 
Bl,  but  conflicted  and  closeted;  bi- 
polar depressive;  lawyer,  writer, 
singer-songwriter,  skier,  golfer,  self- 
employed  professional  editor;  need 
support,  engagement,  perspective! 


MARY  R. 

(CA-M41 40-K8927-85) 

Straight  cross  dresser  wants  to  cor- 
respond and  meet  other  cross 
dressers.  Love  high  heels  and  silky 
hose  with  seams. 


JACKIE 

(CA-M6659-K1 5086-84) 

Closeted  CD/TV  artist  seeking 
penpals-in-panties,  petticoat  fan- 
tasy drawings,  and  G to  X-rated 
audience  able  to  communicate  very 
specific  wishes.  Collect  'history'  of 
lingerie  especially  1950s,  square 
dance,  frilly.  Never  exchange  $. 


BRANDI  ANN  BRIDGES 
(CA-M4867-K8898-87) 

Forty-ish  5’1 0”,  160,  pre-op  TS  on 
hormones  for  a little  over  a year  with 
a lot  to  do  yet.  Love  being  a lady. 
Looking  for  a happy  Fern-future. 
Happy  to  meet  new  friends  by  mail 
or  in  person,  Will  respond  to  all  who 
write. 


KELLI  McA. 

(CA-M5732-K1 2678-86) 

Total  chick,  38,  5'10",  pre-op,  3 
years  hormones,  full-time  w/  ID  1 
yr.  and  counting,  seeks  LTR  and 
friends.  I'm  a writer/musician  (great 
fern  voice),  intelligent,  spiritual,  car- 
ing, into  Christmas,  James  Taylor, 
theatre,  teddy  bears,  E.  Ventura  Co. 
area. 


TABITHIA  SMOKE 
(CA-M6577-K1 4906-84) 

SWM,  37,  5’8”,  160,  size  14,  enjoy 
CD  and  being  sexy.  Wish  to  go  out 
with  other  CD/TV/TS.  Can  dress 
from  business  suit  to  prostitute.  Pic- 
ture from  you  gets  one  from  me.  Love 
short  skirts,  high  heels,  being  out  in 
public  and  getting  attention  from  men 
who  will  wine  and  dine  me. 


BRIAN  K. 

(CA-M6611-K1 4978-84) 

Mature  shy  male  29  with  strong  de- 
sire to  become  female.  Seeking  sup- 
port, influence,  guidance.  Open, 
Honest  friendship  to  share  personal 
feelings. 


COLORADO 


TRISHA 

(CO-M6297-K1 4082-85) 

I'm  Trisha,  happily  married,  living 
quietly  in  the  mountains.  40,  57”, 
1 35#,  natural  blonde,  and  long-term 
brain-injury  survivor.  I can’t  travel, 
but  love  correspondence  with  other 
TSTTGs. 


MELISSA  BLUE 
(CO-P-M6305-K1 41 17-81) 

MWM,  shy,  closet  CD/TG.  Wife  does 
not  know,  nor  would  she  approve. 
Love  everything  feminine.  Want  to 
correspond  with  others  and  possible 
meet.  Am  very  open-minded,  so  feel 
free  to  express  your  true  self!  Your 
letter  and  photo  gets  mine. 


MARK  J. 

(CO-M6543-K1 4678-83) 

M,  self-employed,  athletically  fit. 
Seeks  attractive  TG  for  friendship 
that  could  develop  into  a possible 
relationship.  All  answered  with 
photo. 


KRISTENW. 

(CO-M6698-K1 4239-85) 

Honest,  shy  DWM  CD  (6'4",  225#) 
would  like  to  meet  genetic  female 
or  attractive  CD.  I've  dressed  since 
I was  a child  but  never  gone  out.  I 
don’t  drink  or  use  drugs,  but  do 
smoke.  Please  include  a photo 
when  you  write. 


BRENDA  ANN  R. 

(CO-M6589-K1 4953-84) 

This  western  gal  would  like  to  cor- 
respond with  women,  CDs,  or  TS. 
All  sexual  orientations  ok.  Published 
author  of  four  CD-TS  fiction  novels. 
Love  mini-skirts,  hose-heels,  and 
exchanging  stories  with  other  CDs. 
MWM  50,  5'9",  170  sexy  as  a 
woman. 


CONNECTICUT 

ANDREA G. 

(CT-M0425-K0357-83) 

Married,  5’11,  170.  Interested  in 
sports,  good  food,  reading.  Like  to 
develop  friendships  in  theTG  com- 
munity, & welcome  correspon- 
dence. 


CARLA  E.GOLDSNIDER 
(CT-P-M021 2-K0374-84) 

SWM,  quiet,  understanding.  Live 
alone.  Member  ConnView,  COS, 
Transgender  and  Tapestry.  Enjoy 
being  en  femme,  meetingTVs,  men, 
females  for  parties,  going  out.  Life- 
time CD.  Very  comfortable  with  my- 
self. Would  appreciate  photo  which 
I will  return  with  first  letter. 


MICHELLE  KAY 
(CT-P-M 1 490-K0368-86) 

Mbr  Tiffany  Club.  COS.  SWM. 
hetero,  TV,  5’10”,  blue  eyes,  light 
brown  hair.  Quiet  & sincere.  Enjoy 
cross-country  skiing,  music,  theater, 
& travel.  Looking  for  honest,  caring, 
femme  CDs  for  correspondence  or 
get-togethers. 

RONT. 

(CT-M2477-3501  -86) 

I am  a handsome  intelligent  suc- 
cessful professional  who  loves  to 
escort  pretty  feminineTVs  and  treat 
them  as  a gentleman  would  a lady.  I 
love  to  make  a beautiful  TV  smile. 


ANDREA STEVENS 
(CT-P-M321 4-K621 6-82) 

Mbr  COS.  Hetero  CD.  5 8 ",  1 55,  late 
40s.  Happily  married.  Wife  aware 
and  tolerant.  Interested  in  competi- 
tive cycling  and  running,  reading, 
golf  and  skiing.  Been  dressing  fully 
since  early  20s.  Attended  First 
Event  "95  & "96.  Look  forward  to  fu- 
ture gatherings  and  helping  others. 

LAURA  RIDDLE 
(CT-M3587-K7565-84) 

Still  too  tall  and  too  big.  CT  shore- 
line. DWMTV (maybeTG)  heading 
back  into  dressing  with  new  ap- 
proach, new  wardrobe,  and  new 
name,  wants  to  make  new  friends 
who  enjoy  fiction  and  know  reality! 

BOB  P 

(CT-M6099-K0855-83) 

Admirer  who  likes  feminine,  sensual 
TV/TSs.  Am  slender,  athletic,  attrac- 
tive, Ivy-educated  and  fun.  Live 
alone  in  quiet  residence  in  lower 
Fairfield  County.  Your  note  will  get 
my  phone.  Let's  chat  and  meet. 


DONNA  RUSSO 
(CT-P-M6006-K7591  -83) 

SW  TV  39,  5'9'",  190,  brown  eyed, 
blond,  Italian.  Like  fishing,  motor- 
cycle riding,  romantic  times.  Look- 
ing for  single,  blue  collar,  Spanish, 
Haitian,  Puerto  Rican  or  W male, 
5’8”  or  taller,  30-42.  Must  be  seri- 
ous. Photo  please. 

DELEWARE 


AUDREY  J.  STEELE 
(DE-P-M2434-K3366-86) 

Mbr  Renaissance,  Tri-Ess.  To  all 
who  have  written,  please  forgive  me: 
I just  could  not  keep  up.  Thank  you 
all!  I come  and  go  dressed  any- 
where, so  I'm  out  there,  and  very 
lucky  to  have  met  the  people  from 
each  organization.  I hope  & pray  that 
I can  be  & have  been  of  some  help 
to  others. 


BRENDA  LYNN  GRAY 
(DE-P-M521 5-K2009-82) 

Single  CD,  5'7",  size  8.  Mbr  Renais- 
sance. Comfortable  with  my  male  & 
fern  self.  Love  going  out  dressed. 
Enjoy  making  friends.  Like  to  hear 
from  sisters.  Photo  appreciated. 


ELIZABETH  C. 

(DE-P-M5733-K1 2679-85) 

MWM,  39. 6'.  1 75.  Have  been  cross- 
dressing for  10+  years.  Wife  very 
supportive.  Looking  for  other  mar- 
ried or  single  cross-dressers  to  cor- 
respond with.  Enjoy  boating,  model 
railroading  and  sexy  clothing.  All 
answered. 


FLORIDA 


JOAN  J. 

(FL-P-M1 703-K1 867-84) 

SWM,  hetero-TV,  46,  511",  165, 
professional  in  Tampa  Bay  area. 
Enjoy  photography  and  sports  cars. 
Working  on  voice.  Seeking  under- 
standing, nonsmoking  woman  for 
friendship.  Like  to  meet  gentle,  posi- 
tive-minded TV/TSs. 


PATSY  L. 

(FL-P-M2636-K41 18-82) 

SWM.  BI-TV,  5’5”,  138,  52,  7/8,  pro- 
fessional with  advanced  degrees. 
Wish  to  correspond,  travel.  & host.  In- 
terests: cooking,  touring,  camping  & 
being  feminine.  Would  love  to  go  shop- 
ping, dancing,  dining  en  femme.  Hope 
to  meet  right  person  for  romance  & a 
serious  loving  relationship. 


JEAN  RICH 

(FL-P-M2824-K4690-86) 

Lecturer,  star  of  stage  shows,  HBO 
special.  All  dressed  and  nowhere  to 
go.  Look  forward  to  meeting  people 
interested  in  photography,  stocks, 
travel  and  dancing.  Hetero,  5 8". 
Send  photo  for  return  response. 


MONIQUE  SIMONE 
(FL-P-M3328-K6606-84) 
Statuesque,  BI-TV,  Ft.  Myers.  Inter- 
ested in  meeting  other  sisters  in  the 
area.  Couple  also.  Enjoy  all  feminine 
things,  golf,  photography,  internet. 

nancy  McDermott 

(FL-P-M5456-K1 0695-83) 

MWM,  hetero  TV,  wife  knows.  Want 
to  write/visit  like-minded  TGs/ 
couples.  Can  travel  state.  Contem- 
porary dresser,  average  looks.  Will 
answer  all  & would  like  to  be  a 
woman  with  you  & will  share  costs. 
I don't  drink/drug/smoke. 


DIANNEWHITE 
(FL-P-M4025-K521 7-83) 

TS  on  hold.  Mbr  MOTG.  Fun,  en- 
joyable, dateable.  Let's  party.  60, 
slim  figure,  size  9,  nice  legs.  Love 
dressing  stylishly,  youthful  and  pro- 
vocatively. Spike  heels,  tight  skirts 
and  black  nightgowns  were  made 
for  me.  Feel  the  same?  Fantastic! 
Let's  chat.  Love  corresponding.  All 
answered. 


STEPHANIE  MICHAELS 
(FL-P-M3753-K8207-83) 

Founding  member  of  the  North 
Florida  Sisters  (Jacksonville  area). 


Attended  Southern  Comfort  '93. 
SWM,  43,  5'5”,  145.  Always  looking 
for  CD  or  TS  girl  friend  in  the  area 
to  go  out  on  the  town  with. 


DAWN  ELIZABETH  E. 
(FL-P-M5353-K2034-82) 

Would  enjoy  hearing  from  otherTS 
girls  in  S FL.  In  transition  and  would 
like  to  have  a friend  to  guide  me.  Will 
answer  all  promptly! 


MICHELLE  KAUFMAN 
(FL-P-M5723-K1 2668-81) 

Bl  TV  seeking  contacts  in  Tampa 
Bay  and  West  Central  Florida.  My 
interests  involve  photography  and 
modeling.  Include  photo/phone  with 
reply.  Confidentiality  assured. 


MICHELLE  SHARP 
(FL-P-M5756-K1 2724-81) 

SWM  Bl,  50,  CD  since  childhood. 
Honest,  discreet,  playful  adventur- 
ess. Adore  femininity.  Interests:  mu- 
sic scuba,  plants,  friends,  conver- 
sation and  laughter.  Wish  to  meet, 
converse  & correspond  withTV/TS, 
men  or  women  with  inquisitive 
minds  & playful  spirits. 


NIKKI  W. 

(FL-P-M6025-K1 3085-83) 

Single,  lonely  TS.  Presently  incar- 
cerated, but  soon  to  be  released.  23, 
5'7”,  blonde,  blue  eyes,  disease- 
free.  I'd  like  to  correspond  with  other 
TS/TV/CDs.  ISO  LTR  or  just  friend- 
ship. Certified  paralegal,  too. 

DONNA 

(FL-M6568-K1 4638-84) 

Some  boys  will  be  girls,  even  at  60, 


wanting  to  shed  male  clothes  and 
slip  into  something  more  comfort- 
able, sometimes  eating  at  home  with 
group  of  like  minded  friends,  with- 
out fear  of  disturbance  in  fishbowl 
community.  Anyone  interested? 


BRITTANY  S. 

(FL-P-M6369-K1 4269-82) 
27-year-old  pre-opTS,  5'1T’.  Seek- 
ing feminine,  passable  CD/TS  for 
friendship  near  Florida  west  coast. 
For  those  interested,  please  provide 
photo  and  a description  about  your- 
self. 


C.  GARCIA 
(FL-M3522-K401 1 -88) 

Fun,  beautiful,  passable  in  S.  FLA. 
Looking  for  that  special  someone  M/ 
F orTG.  I do  enjoy  B/D,  leather  and 
teasing.  Sincere,  positive  and  se- 
cure only  - Please.  Love  meeting 
new  friends  and  searching  for  that 
LTR! 


DAWN  B. 

(FL-M6556-K1 4629-84) 

Bl  married  TV  with  very  supportive 
wife  wishes  to  correspond,  meet 
passable  TVATS  in  FLVGA  for  friend- 
ship, possibly  intimate  evenings. 
Need  help  in  making  Dawn  pass- 
able. I'm  38.  6',  1 80#,  size  1 2.  Must 
send  photo. 


KENNETH  K. 

(FL-M6098-K1 331 8-85) 

SWM  35,  mature,  gentle,  romantic, 
seeking  aTV/TS  or  passable  CD  for 
LTR  who  likes  soft  music,  bubble 


baths,  conversation,  laughter,  mov- 
ies, travel,  walks,  the  beach,  people 
watching,  being  feminine  in  jeans  or 
lingerie.  I can  travel  and  will  write 
back  to  all.  Include  photo  if  possible. 
Talk  soon. 


RAY 

(FL-M3499-K7200-84) 

TG,  FtM.  Single,  runner,  artist, 
writer.  Love  to  read.  Love  flea  mar- 
kets. Smoke  pipes.  Looking  for  com- 
panion, friends,  life  partner,  other 
TGs  MtF  or  FtM.  I'm  accepting,  ask 
the  same.  Age,  race,  biological  sex 
unimportant  - honesty,  sincerity  is. 


DAWN  P. 

(FL-M1 31 4-K81 7-81 ) 

Charter  member  PanhandleTrans- 
gender  Alliance  (PANTRA).  I'm  con- 
tinuing my  gender  journey  and  have 
started  taking  hormones  (12/97). 
Interested  in  expanding  our  local 
connections  and  networking  with 
others  from  the  CD/TG/TS  commu- 
nity. Web  Address: 
www.freenet.tlh.fi/~panhandl 

LESLIE  SHUE 
(FL-M6450-K1 4696-85) 

M BI-TV  40s  5'6"  154  size  14  re- 
cently out  full-time.  Enjoy  everything 
feminine,  shoes,  lingerie,  makeup. 
Like  shopping  for  clothes.  Would  like 
corresponding  with  other  CDs,  TVs, 
women,  especially  in  Florida. 

SANDRA  BROWN 
(FL-M6283-K1 1627-85) 

Senior  citizen  out  of  the  closet  in 
Marin  county  area  (winters)  Maine 
(summers).  Enjoy  sailing.  Would 
love  to  communicate  and  meet 
other  TV/TS  in  this  area. 


BRENDA  LAWRENCE 
(FL-M6729-K9607-85) 

42yr  old  widowed,  Bl-curious  CD. 
Wish  to  meet  same  or  supportive 
GG  in  central  Florida.  Enjoy  mov- 
ies, photography,  cooking,  shop- 
ping. Love  all  things  feminine.  511” 
size  20. 


GEORGIA 


STEPHANIE  COX 
(GA-M51 22-K9875-81 ) 

43,  open-minded,  open  heart,  mas- 
sage therapist  and  herbalist.  Coming 
out  and  gaining  strength  by  doing  so. 
Supportive  family  and  friends.  Deeply 
spiritual.,  Love  classical  piano,  jazz, 
Tai  Chi,  botany,  gardening. 


CINDY  COLLINS 
(GA-P-M5993-K4470-83) 

Divorced.  CD  since  age  5.  Dress 
completely  as  a woman  every  night. 
Exclusively  wear  dresses  with  ap- 
propriate lingerie,  Silk  Reflections 
pantyhose  and  high  heels.  Makeup 
by  Channel  & Estee  Lauder,  jewelry 
by  Channel. 

HAWAII 


searching  for  identity.  Not  out  yet. 
Looking  for  Bl  or  lesbian  females  for 
LTR.  Planning  to  relocate  to  San 
Francisco  by  '98  for  graduate  school 
and  to  further  explore  self  as  a fine 
artist  and  a “lesbian."  Would  like  to 
hear  from  other  Asian  TGs  and 
lesbians  for  Asia/USA  support 
network. 


KEVINADONELLE 

(HI-P-M6235-K0545-82) 

Blooming  TV  interested  in 
correspondence  and  friendship  with 


other  TVATS/CD/RGs.  Coming  out 
of  the  closet.  Have  everything 
feminine.  Love  wearing  clothes  from 
sexy  to  formal  Interests  includes 
music,  photography,  and  shopping. 


TRACY  RYAN 
(HI-P-M651 1 -K4534-84) 

Cofounder  of  HawaiiTransgendered 
Outreach.  Can  be  reached  c/o  them. 
Mostly  involved  in  libertarian  politics 
and  the  effort  to  decriminalize 
prostitution.  I’m  sorry,  but  I lack  the 
time  to  keep  up  with  pen  pals.  I will 
answer  letters  from  those  sharing 
my  interests,  or  who  plan  to  come 
to  Hawaii. 

IDAHO 

GERRIBECKEN 

(ID-P-M3230-K6299-83) 

6'0”,  160,  42,  single  CD/TV.  Inter- 
ested in  reading  romance  & Sci-Fi/ 
fantasy,  computers,  long  walks,  & 
dressing.  Will  respond  to  all  letters. 
Do  pass  in  public.  Please  write. 

GLORIA  MARIE  B. 
(ID-M4849-K791 5-84) 

5'10  W,  young  53,  divorced  TG. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  other 
TGs,  single  or  married.  I like  camp- 
ing, shopping,  and  hot  rods.  Will 
answer  letters  from  interested  fe- 
males. 


MICHELE  M. 

(IL-P-M21 25-K251 6-88) 

Married  (with  grade-schoolers)  TG/ 
CD,  5’1 1 ”,  birth  year  1 955,  Scorpio, 
engineer,  historian,  musicologist, 
philosopher,  scientist,  intelligent, 
crazy,  realist,  introspective  observer, 
explorer,  loner,  Taoist,  calm,  humor- 
ous, optimist,  nonsmoker,  sensitive, 
heterosexual,  infrequent  correspon- 
dent (family  first . . . Michele  last). 


PATTI  W. 

(IL-P-M2166-K2587-83) 

Tall,  fun-loving  blonde  who  loves 


music,  sports,  going  out,  hypnosis 
and  collecting  hats  and  fans.  Would 
love  to  meet  or  correspond  with 
anyone  who  wants  a 'nutty'  girl 
friend. 


JENNIFER  RENEET. 
(IL-P-M2994-K51 85-86) 

Beautiful  inside  and  outside.  Les- 
bian pre-op  transsexual  woman. 
5'1 1 ",  135,  black  hair,  green  eyes, 
tan  skin. Twelve  years  living  full  time 
and  now  successfully  working  as  a 
photographer  and  journalist.  I want 
to  met  women  or  pre-op  or  post-op 
TSs,  only.  Friendship,  maybe  more. 
No  men,  please! 


PRISCILLA  B. 
(IL-P-M3085-K5273-85) 

Lifelong  CD,  married  to  an  under- 
standing, supportive  spouse.  Into 
corsets,  elegant  gowns,  & party 
dresses.  Seeking  correspondence 
and  photo  exchange  withTV/TSs  & 
couples  who  are  comfortable  with 
this  life-style.  Can  entertain  & meet 
in  Midwest.  Love  to  hear  from  you. 


PHYLISS 

(IL-M5253-K1 0446-83) 

6'5”  180#  55yro  cross-dresser 
would  like  to  hear  from  ladies  who 
like  cross-dressers.  Possible  mar- 
riage. Any  TS/CDs  in  Chicago  area 
would  like  to  correspond  with.  All 
letters  answered. 


JANEWHITNEY 
(IL-M5031-K91 99-85) 

My  thanks  to  those  who  wrote  with 
experiences  of  enlightened  support 


(HI-P-M6178-K9963-84) 
32-year-old  TG  “lesbian,"  still 


in  childhood,  and  also  to  those  who 
told  of  profound  providing  such  sup- 
port. We  are  truly  gifted.  Word  from 
those  of  similar  experience  is  wel- 
come. 

ROXANNE  LAVERNE  MITCHELL 
(IL-M5185-K1 1230-86) 

Member  of  IFGE,  Chicago  Gender 
Society,  and  ITI.  It's  Time  Illinois.  I 
like  everything  feminine.  On  hor- 
mones for  2 years.  Want  correspon- 
dence from  all.  Hobbies  include  pho- 
tography and  trains. 

JULIE  ANN  P. 

(IL-M3962-K5840  -85) 

MWM,  5'9",  1 85.  Interested  in  sport- 
ing events,  fishing,  womens  fash- 
ions. wife  understands,  but  is  not 
supportive.  I dress  when  she  is  not 
home,  i enjoy  the  feminine  feeling 
when  dressed.  It  helps  me  relax. 


LINDA  B. 

(IL-M6616-K1 5006-84) 

MWM,  CD  wishes  to  hear  from  CD/ 
TV.  Wife  knows,  doesn't  approve. 
Interests  include  satin  lingerie.  Have 
large  collection.  Photo  exchange 
and  possible  meeting  in  Chicago 
area.  Will  answer  all.  I love  being 
female. 


VALERIE 

(IL581 5-1 0057-84) 

TV  with  strongTS  feelings.  Hope  to 
start  hormones  soon.  My  interests 
are  architectural  carving,  architec- 
tural salvage,  sports,  shopping.  I like 
pantyhose  and  spandex  tights. 
Please  forgive  me.  I'm  a slow  re- 
sponder. Born  in  1970. 

INDIANA 


YVONNE  COOK-RILEY 
(IN-P-M1 009-K1 81 8-99) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  Chr.  Fi- 
nance Committee.  Lifetime  Mbr  IXE. 
IFGETrinity  Award  '91 . Friendly,  sin- 
cere individual  who  enjoys  people 
involved  in  gender  issues. 


VANESSAW. 

(IN-P-M1166-K1 046-81) 

MWM  CD,  35-year-old.  Attend  many 
events  around  the  country.  Very 
supportive  wife.  Been  out  for  many 
years  and  enjoy  totally  feminine  ex- 
perience. Enjoy  shopping,  modeling, 
socializing.  Looking  for  like-minded 
couples  & select  singles  to  meet  8 
walk  on  the  edge  with.  Photo  and 
letter  gets  reply. 

EDIES. 

(IN-M3329-K6627-82) 

Mbr  IXE.WM  CD,  Gemini.  Just  com- 
ing out,  easy  going,  very  sincere 
individual.who  enjoys  all  people  in- 
volved in  gender  issues.  Power 
walker.  Body  fitness  8 exercise  are 
my  lifestyle.  Many  hobbies,  gourmet 
cooking,  bird  watcher,  beer  maker. 
Love  all  music.  Write  me  soon. 

TEDDY  K. 

(IN-M3805-K8287-84) 

MWM,  non-supportive  wife,  mature, 
advanced  CD.  Mbr  Tri-Ess,  IXE  & 
CIGA.  Interested  in  writing,  music, 
history,  bicycling,  and  tennis.  Lov- 
ing, enthusiastic  & committed,  but 
also  prudent.  Eager  to  help  others 
in  our  lovely  community.  Will  answer. 
Photo  Please 


VICTORIA  LEE 
(IN-P-M41 12-K6392-82) 

MWM,  51,  5’7",  hetero  TV,  profes- 
sional educator.  Like  jazz,  classical 
music,  dance,  nature,  technology 
and  the  future.  Everything  soft  and 
feminine.  Have  loved  dressing  as  a 
girl  since  I was  4.  Still  trying  to  get 
out  the  door. 


JANET  MORGAN 
(IN-M6539-K1 4660-84) 

This  6'  SWM  CD,  living  in  northern 
Indiana,  is  interested  in  meeting  with 
Bl  males  in  same  area  for  fun  and 
relationship.  Photo  and  phone  ap- 
preciated. 

ELLIES. 

(IN-M3329-K6627-86) 

IFGE  supporting  member,  IXE,  IGS, 


TG,  Gemini.  Caring,  sincere  indi- 
vidual who  enjoys  discussing  gen- 
der and  transition  issues.  Chat  with 
me  on  the  www:  “Donnas  den  - the 
pink  room"  or  at  "Natures  paths  - by 
the  pool,  or  orchard." 

IOWA 

MICHELLES. 

(IA-M51 17-K1 11 12-85) 

MWM  5'8”  1 50#  Bl-curious.  Shaved 
and  pierced.  Enjoy  the  feel  of  stock- 
ings on  smooth  legs.  Love  the  thrill 
of  going  out'dressed’.  Adore  the  girl 
in  the  mirror'.  Looking  for  girlfriends 
to  share  feminine  mystique  and 
transformation. 


KANSAS 


VERONICA  MOELLER 
(KS-P-M4893-K841 2-83) 

SWM  TG,  5'7",  40,  145.  Profes- 
sional. Enjoy  classical  music,  read- 
ing, movies,  coffee  shops  and  out- 
doors. Passable.  I am  moving  to- 
wards TS  and  full  time  living.  Seek 
friends  to  lend  advice  and  experi- 
ences. 

KENTUCKY 

JUKUER. 

(KY-M1 992-K2494-84) 

Love  to  hear  from  all. 


LINDA  BUTEN 
(KY-P-M2001 -K0965-99) 

Mbr  Crossport,  IFGE  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. Participant  Be  All,  Coming 
Together.  MWMTV,  6',  180.  Been  in 
public  for  years,  & understand  self 
8 others  well.  Wife  & children  know, 
understand  8 love  Linda  as  an  ex- 
tension of  my  personality.  Enjoy  dat- 
ing tall,  well-mannered  gentlemen 
who  know  how  to  treat  a lady  to  the 
finer  things  in  life. 


MARY  ANNE  WILLIAMS 
(KY-P-M5525-K1 21 97-84) 

Late  40s.  Only  recently  began  giv- 


ing in  to  my  female  feelings.  Oh, 
such  sweet  surrender!  Wonderful, 
supportive  wife.  Desperately  want 
to  pass.  Much  to  learn.  Would  like 
to  get  to  know  other  KY  girls.  Inter- 
ests: acting,  transcendental  medi- 
tation, rock'n'roll. 


CINDY  LEE 

(KY-P-M5674-K1 2524-82) 

Mbr  StLGS.  Attended  Be  All  '96. 
MWM,  6',  155.  Love  being  Cindy, 
and  all  things  feminine.  Enjoy  cor- 
responding with  other  CD/TV/TSs. 

RACHEL  MARIE  T. 

(KY-M6063-K1 321 8-83) 

MWM  CD,  mid-50s.  Recent  wid- 
ower, CD  as  long  as  I can  remem- 
ber. Would  like  to  join  aTG  commu- 
nity. Maybe  I can  help  in  some  way. 

LOUISIANA 

GINGER  B. 

(LA-M4366-K1 0089-84) 
Financially  independent,  single, 
6'1  ”,  215,  very  infrequent  CD  needs 
a full-time  French  maid  capable  of 
caring  for  & sharing  the  good  life  on 
15  acres  with  a home.  You  can  live 
full  time  as  a woman. Tell  me  about 
your  dreams  & needs.  Let  us  trade 
letters  & photos. 

ANGEL ARVELLO 
(LA-M6428-K1 2076-83) 

INFO  PLEASE:  Anyone  who  has 
had  surgery  performed  by  Dr. 
Seghers  in  Brussels,  please  write, 
telling  me  about  your  experience, 
good  or  bad. 


ALICE  HEBERT 
(LA-P-M2964-K5098-88) 

Mbr  Gulf  Gender  Alliance.  I am  mar- 
ried to  a very  understanding,  sup- 
portive wife.  8 am  my  most  relaxed 
when  I am  a woman.  I love  being 
out  among  my  sisters,  8 would  wel- 
come corresponding  with  them. 

JAMIB. 

(LA-M3456-K71 20-83) 

44yo  TG/TS.  Unfolding  self-aware- 
ness bittersweet.  Love  my  children/ 
spouse  (fear  loss),  but  coming 
home,  at  last.  Working  to  stay 
grounded  and  in  integrity.  Introspec- 
tive, analytical,  nuts;  talk  too  much. 
Roller-blading's  second  only  to 
dancing  as  best  exercise. 


STEPHANIE  LEE  HART 
(LA-P-M6413-K1 4402-86) 

Pre-op  TS,  mbr  Gulf  Gender  Alli- 
ance. I am  an  attractive  TS  looking 
for  an  understanding  female  for  long- 
lasting  relationship.  Well  educated 
and  financially  secure,  however,  feel 
incomplete  without  a mate.  Ideal 
situation  would  be  a F2M 
transgendered  individual. 


MAINE 


JEAN  VERMETTE 
(ME-3729-K01 64-84) 

Member  Transsupport,  IFGE,  AE- 
GIS, ICTLEP  FTM  HBIGDA  ISNA. 
Pre-opTS,  43,  5'8”,  135,  on  speak- 
ers bureau,  very  out.  Vegetarian, 
don't  smoke/drink/drug,  spiritually 
inclined.  Interested  inTranscendental 
Meditation,  theater,  creative  writing, 
nature  day  trips,  fine  arts,  interior  de- 
sign, solar  technologies,  socializing, 
making  friends,  corresponding. 

S.  BROWN 

(ME-M6283-K1 1627-81) 

SWM  age  68  6'  180#  Love  sailing/ 
cruising  east  coast  and  Bahamas. 
Classical  music  and  Jazz.  Have 
been  a lifetime  TV  on  and  off.  But 
now  I am  ready  to  make  the  com- 
mitment. It  has  taken  much  to  long. 
Will  answer  all. 

MARYLAND 


ANN  MILLER 
(MD-M2776-K4606-82) 
45-year-old  CD,  TS  wannabe, 
friendly,  affectionate,  passable  on  a 
good  day.  Available  for.  . . I don't 
know.  I'd  like  to  hear  from  soul  mates 
of  like  mind.  Photo,  please. 

STEPHANIE  G. 
(MD-M2847-K3353-81 ) 

Lifelong  TV-TG  fetishist.  Have 
extensive  library  which  I've  maintained 
for  28  years:  TV-TS  material.  Married 
with  understanding  and  supportive 
wife.  Special  interest  in  petticoat 
punishment  and  enforcedTV.  We  love 
to  make  new  friends.  Please  write! 

TOM  D. 

(MD-M5750-K1 2704-81) 

TV  from  early  childhood.  I enjoy  all 
that  is  feminine.  Age  64,  pass  for 
early  50s.  Onto  yachting,  fishing  and 
enjoying  people.  Looking  for  other 
TVs  8 women  in  the  surrounding 
states.  Will  answer  all. 


JUDITH  ANNE  THOMPSON 
(E  MA-P-M0733-K0229-83) 
Member  of  IFGE  and  INNvestments. 
Widowed  WMCD,  74,  5’9”,  185.  Re- 
tired, good  listener,  honest  & intelligent 
Pass  well.  Like  photography,  sailing 
gardening,  good  music  raising  butter- 
flies. Would  like  contact  with  CDs  in 
SE  MA  area. 

MICHELLEWEST 
(MA-M1 486-K0842-83) 

At  38,  my  lifelong  delight  in  the  expres- 
sion of  my  femme  self  continues  un- 
abated. But  each  passing  year  deep- 
ens my  awareness  that  the  true  bless- 
ings of  the  transgendered  are  inner: 
empathy  compassion,  tolerance, 
spirit,  vision  and  love. 

JULIE  WINSLOW 
(MA-M1 587-K021 7-82) 

MAM  TG,  40.  Member  of 
INNvestments.  Supportive  wife  to 
share  wear  with.  Do  not  go  out 
crossdressed  except  to  meetings  and 
such.  Natural  farmer,  artist,  activist. 

DIANA  J. 

(MA-M1999-K1 40-83) 

Have  taken  hormones  for  20  years, 
did  electrolysis  myself,  TS  in  feel- 
ings. I have  bought  merchandise  for 
business  as  a woman.  I love  my 
femininity  and  always  look  forward 
to  the  next  day  as  a lady. 


ARLENE  SUSAN  L. 

(MA-P-M1 648-K01 21  -82) 

MWM,  hetero  TV,  5'10”,  205.  Love 
dressing  completely  going  out  in 
public  & blending  into  the  feminine 
world.  Married:  wife  not  supportive. 
Interested  in  TG  friends  who  are 
sincere  & have  the  same  interests. 


DIANA  DWYER 
(MA-M21 46-K2539-84) 
Transgendered  person  31.  Alone 
much  of  the  time.  Seeking  positive 
correspondence  from  GGs,  TGs,  TV/ 
TS.  Interests:  horticulture,  fishing,  old- 
ies music,  reading,  writing,  movies, 
exercise.  Seeking  genetic  female  who 
considers  herself  liberal  and  loving. 
Photo/phone  appreciated. 

MICHIGAN 


MILESAPHAR 
(MI-P-M0976-K1 068-83) 
Transgender  supporter  of  Be  All,  1 2 
years.  Photography,  motorcycle 
hobby,  college  lecturer,  Crossroads 
past  officer. 


JENNIFER  ANN  NELSON 
(SE  MI-P-M1 165-K1 050-81 ) 

5’1 1",  170,  reddish  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  TS.  What  a beautiful  explora- 
tion this  has  been. Though  I cannot 
be  Jennifer  all  the  time,  those  times 
that  I am  are  special  and  have  taught 
me  to  move  in  this  world  accepted 
as  a woman. 


MARCIA  ANN  T. 

(MI-P-M1 871 -K21 73-83) 

Mbr  IFGE,  Cross  Roads  of  Ml,  Tri- 
Ess.  Mature  lady  passing  in  public 
for  over  50  years.  Dependable  cor- 
respondent. Pleased  to  share  my 
experiences  and  advice  with  all  who 
wish  help.  Reside  in  tri-city  area  and 
south  Florida. 


Hr  / 

SUSANA 

(MA-P-M0064-K0206-83) 

Member  Tiffany  Club  of  New 
England.  WM,  57'',  considered 
passable.  Interested  inTV  literature 
& clothing,  especially  lingerie.  Would 
like  to  correspond  with  others  with 
similar  interests. 

JOYCE  K. 

(MA-M6058-K1 31 98-86) 

33, 5'10”,  post-op,  thin,  youthful  and 
attractive.  Long,  brown  hair,  large 
brown  eyes  and  fair  skin.  College 
educated.  Catholic  and  open  to 
other  people's  religious  viewpoints. 
Variety  of  interests.  Want  to  meet 
nice  non-TV/TS,  somewhat  old- 
fashioned  gentleman.  Interested  in 
being  a full-time  housewife. 


JANICE  H. 

(E  MA-P-M0254-K01 09-88) 

TCNE, Tri-Ess.  Participant  Fantasia 
Fair.  DWM,  71 , 5'6”,  1 55,  blue  eyes, 
brown  hair.  Go  out  as  Janice  shop- 
ping, eating  at  restaurants,  visiting 
otherTVs.  Make  friends,  but  am  on 
the  quiet  side,  write  to  many  other 
TVs.  Will  answer  all  letters.  Would 
like  to  take  hormones  & live  full  time 
as  a woman. 


BONNIE  F. 

(MA-P-M2020-K2429-83) 

WMTV,  late  40s,  6'.  165.  Seeking 
new  friends,  TVs,  women  and  sin- 
cere caring  relationships  with  all 
genders.  Music  lover  (blues/jazz), 
nonsmoker,  explorer  of  TG  spiritu- 
ality, psychology  of  TV  fantasies, 
feel  of  satin,  swish  of  nylons  against 
full  petticoats,  sensuality  of  slim 
skirts/lingerie. 


FERN  C. 

(MA-P-M3596-K7623-86) 

SbiTS,  6’  1 ",  220,  on  hormones, 
seeking  help  in  makeup.  Also  look- 
ing for  BFm,  objective:  Marriage. 

KYMBERLIE  ALLYSA  COULTER 
(MA-M6387-K8067-86) 

Tall,  slender,  leggy,  single,  shy, 
40ish.  Enjoy  music,  conversation, 
investing,  laughter.  Exploring  and 
embracing  my  feminine  side  has 
been  a challenge  and  delight!  Not 
out  yet.  Would  love  to  hear  from  sis- 
ters and  supporting  GGs. 


BOBBIE  SOKOLOWSKI 
(MA-P-M3869-K426-82) 

I'm  Bobbie,  attractive  TV,  easy  going, 
open,  mature,  warm,  lonely,  seeking 
a deep  relationship  with  a very  attrac- 
tive, tall,  fit  non-or  very  light  smoker/ 
drinker  Bl-W  female  or  TV/TS  with 
same  qualities.  Let’s  meet  together 
with  our  love  of  femininity.  Berkshire 
County  area.  Photo/phone. 


CAROLYNNE  K.WEST 
(MA-P-M4028-K5999-83) 

TCNE,  DAV,  VFW,  NALC.  5'5”,  1 35, 
Narcissist,  transcendentalist;  cheer- 


ful feminine  essence  in  a 
comportable  masculine  vessel.  In- 
terested in  music,  travel,  homemak- 
ing, dressing  & engaging  public 
nearly  1 00%.  Single,  await  the  ar- 
rival of  Prince  Charming,  irrespec- 
tive of  his  gender. 


CHRISTINE  F. 

(MA-P-M6418-K1 451 3-83) 

BI-CD.  5’9”,  155.  Like  being  a 
blonde,  short  dresses,  sexy  linge- 
rie, and  high  heels.  Would  like  to 
correspond  and  possibly  meet  oth- 
ers with  similar  interests.  All  letters 
welcome.  Photo  please. 


JESSICA  LABRECQUE 
(MD-P  M5983-K2698-83) 

SWTV,  5'1 0",  150,  sandy  blond  with 
green  eyes.  Beautiful  set  of  legs  that 
I love  to  show  off.  I enjoy  stuffed 
animals,  shopping  and  dancing. 
Love  to  meet  a slim,  attractive  TV 
who  is  interested  in  starting  hor- 
mones with  me. 

THOMAS  T. 

(MD-M641 6-K1 451 1 -83) 

BM,  5'6",  retired  Army.  Finally,  after 
years  of  suppression,  I can  begin 
to  enjoy  life.  Hope  to  start  dressing 
soon.  Would  love  to  hear  from  any- 
one. even  if  it's  just  to  say  hello.  I 
am  a great  listener. 


REBECCA  G. 

(MD-M671 5-K6042-85) 

27  5' 10”  150#  Divorced.  I have  2 
daughters.  I have  very  strong  trans- 
sexual tendencies.  On  hormones. 
Working  towards  SR5. 1 really  need 
help  from  pre  and  post-op  trans- 
sexuals to  help  with  my  transition. 
Anyone  with  helpful  information 
would  be  appreciated.  Will  answer 
all  letters. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


PAULA  B. 

(W-MA-P  M5571-K1 985-85) 
Member  of  Sunshine  Club.  Would 
like  to  meet  others  in  the  life-style  to 
share  the  great  gift  of  transgender- 
ism.  Please  write.  Love  to  go  out  to 
eat  and  shop,  the  club  scene,  but 
no  drinking  or  drugs.  High  on  life. 


JOSEPHINE  B. 
(MA-M5544-K12262-89) 

SWM,  59,  5”1 1 ",205.  Like  to  hear 
from  mature  CDs  in  SE  Mass  & 
nearby  Rl.  Non-passable.  Love 
dressing  at  home. 


JOANNA  O. 

(MA-P-M5974-K8300-83) 

SWM,  BI-TV,  30, 6'2",  slim,  closeted. 
Interested  in  writing,  meeting  other 
TVs  to  share  all  aspects  of 
femininity.  Have  huge  wardrobe.  Will 
answer  all  who  write. 


ANNE  MARIE  DANIELS 
(MI-M4094-K881 1 -87) 

SWM,  born  1947, TG,  5'9",  160, 14, 
blue  eyes.  Mbr  Crossroads,  IFGE. 
Have  undergone  electrolysis  and 
permanent  cosmetics.  Enjoy  read- 
ing, bicycling,  rustic  camping,  and 
wearing  women's  clothes. 

DIANE  REED 
(MI-M3740-K8200-85) 

Some  see  things  as  they  are  and 
ask,  Why?  I see  things  as  they  could 
be  and  ask,  Why  not?TG,  visionary, 
seeks  mutually  supportive  dialog 
with  sisters  aspiring  to  or  having  suc- 
cessfully combined  avocations,  ac- 
tivism into  full  life's  work. 


SUZY  D. 

(MI-P-M5154-K1 1385-82) 

Mbr  Crossroads.  40s,  5'6”,  140.  Very 
feminine,  passable  CD  who  loves 
being  a lady  in  all  respects.  Would 
like  very  much  to  correspond  with 
sisters  & gentlemen  interested  in  our 
special  world.  Will  respond  to  all! 


FRAN  C. 

(MI-P-M581 3-K8743-82) 

Tall,  mbr  Cross  Roads,  near  Detroit. 
I have  been  out  for  about  4 years.  I 
look  good  as  a female.  Open  to  new 
things.  Not  afraid  of  a challenge.  It 
makes  life  worth  living.  Single  and 
employed.  Late  40s,  in  good  health 
and  very  discreet.  Love  heels.  I go 
out  a lot  and  enjoy  life  a lot.  Love  to 
have  fun. 

ROBIN  J. 

(MI-M4209-K9498-83) 

SW  BI-TV.  Dressing  since  childhood. 
Interested  in  outdoors,  old  pickups 
and  feminine  dressing  in  short  skirts 
and  heels.  Not  passable,  but  would 
to  emerge  part  time.  Help  and  sup- 
port wanted  from  anyone.  Looking 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


SHAWNA  C.  TIOLI 
(MI-P-M6453-K1 4927-83) 

Lifelong  CD/TS.  Mid-40s,  younger  at 
heart.  Planning  SRS  in  year  2000.  Love 
GGs,  but  I admit  to  Bl-curiosity.  Very 
single  and  open  to  pen  pals,  friends, 


support,  dates,  and  a long  term  rela- 
tionship. I will  answer  all  who  write. 


ERIC  G. 

(MI-M6569-K1 4808-84) 

SWM  31  interesting,  sensitive,  car- 
ing, new  to  scene,  seeks  passable 
CD/TS  for  friendship  possible  long- 
term relationship.  Be  your  feminine 
self  with  me.  Photo/phone  a plus. 

SHERRY  L. 

(MI-M6532-K1 4637-84) 

SWF  31 , size  22  but  loosing,  seek- 
ing friendship  and  possible  relation- 
ship with  a hetero  CD  in  area.  Un- 
derstanding and  supportive.  Will  an- 
swer all  letters.  Photo  gets  mine. 


MARSHAK. 

(MI-M2719-K4382-85) 

MWM  hetero  CD.  MBRTRI-ESS  Be 
All,  Love  pierced  earrings,  heels, 
shopping  for  clothes.  Love  to  go  out 
shopping  and  dinning  dressed.  En- 
joy traveling  and  having  a good  time. 
Will  answer  all  mail.  Send  photos. 


SARAJ. 

(MI-M5542-K7456-84) 

Stepping  thru  oppression  that  has 
overshadowed  my  life.  Looking  away 
from  the  pretentiousness  and  the  fa- 
cade of  others  whose  esteem  is 
solely  based.  Searching  for  corre- 
spondence that  will  nourish.  Interests: 
poetry  arts,  creative  films,  music. 

J.  BANDOLA 
(MI-M6560-K1 4764-84) 

Tall  TV,  30s  with  an  insatiable  desire 
to  don  sexy,  sensuous,  feminine  out- 
fits. Currently  craving  social  get 
togethers  with  otherTVs  who  have  a 
passion  for  nourishing  their  lust  to 
feminize.  Contact  me  ladies  and 
please  send  your  provocative 
photo!!! 

NICOLE  SHELBY 
(MI-M6192-K1 3058-80) 

I adore  everything  feminine.  I have 
a passion  for  high  heels  and  lacy 
lingerie.  Have  always  had  TS  ten- 
dencies, and  have  recently  gone  on 
hormones.  Looking  to  experience 


every  facet  of  womanhood.  Seeking 
friendship/romance.  Your  photo  gets 
mine. 


J.  ALMY 

(MI-M6289-K 14025-85) 

DMCD,  53,  mbr  Crossroads,  at- 
tended Be-Ann  '96  & '97.  Pass  most 
of  the  time,  enjoy  going  out  as  Julia, 
ballroom/country  dancing,  fishing, 
photography.  Bl-curious,  Will  try  to 
answer  any  who  write.  Your  picture 
gets  mine. 


DEBRA  H. 

(MI-M2093-K2484-85) 

5'6”  (w/o  heels),  130  lbs.  I'm  an  af- 
fectionate Aquarian  girl  that  would 
love  to  hear  from  you.  A letter  and 
photo  gets  the  same  from  me.  I love 
computers,  classical  music,  gourmet 
coffee,  and  deep  philosophical  dis- 
cussions. Will  respond  ASAP 


MICHELLE  WILSON 
(MI-M5098-K1 1064-85) 

DWM.  pre-op  TG  seeks  others  for 
correspondence,  friendship,  and 
adventure.  5' 10”  shapely  13/14  fig- 
ure. Loves  electronics,  vintage  air- 
craft, backpacking,  shopping,  going 
to  theatre  and  dinning. 

MINNESOTA 


JENNIFER  O. 

(MN-P-M0570-K1 161-83) 

Mbr.  CLCC,  6'2",  180. Attended  Fan- 
tasia Fair  and  Be  All  events.  Inter- 
ested in  classical  organ  music,  rac- 
quetball  & investing.  Married  to  a 


warm  & supportive  spouse.  I like  to 
express  my  feminine  side  at  home 
& local  meetings. 


VANESSA  SHERIDAN 
(MN-P-M1168-K1 159-84) 

Married  CD  with  supportive  spouse. 
Author  of  Cross  Purposes:  on  Be- 
ing Christian  and  Crossgendered. 
Openly  transgendered  Christian 
seminary  student.  Public  speaker/ 
presenter,  writer  on  transgender  is- 
sues and  Christian  spirituality.  Love 
going  out,  all  things  feminine. 


DEBBIE  DAVIS 
(MN-P-M2396-K31 43-87) 
DivorcedTG/TS,  5'9",  12/14.  Direc- 
tor- Gender  Education  Center.  Di- 
rect extensive  transgender  out- 
reach and  training  programs  in  com- 
panies, corporations,  clinics,  univer- 
sities & churches  etc.  Visible  and 
active  in  the  GLBT  & straight  com- 
munity as  a transgender  woman.  In 
public  always.  Love  who  I am  and 
would  never  change. 


MJA 

(MN-M2248-K2740-85) 

MtF,  pre-op  TS,  43,  looking  for 
friends  interested  in  justice,  spiritu- 
ality, personal  growth,  and  the  arts. 

MISSISSIPPI 


SISSY  S. 

(MS-P-M3443-K7091  -83) 

Mbr  ofTri-Ess,  Beta  Chi.  5'11”,  190, 
SWM.  hetero,  41.  Like  being  a 
woman  & meeting  women  & CDs  in 
MS.  Love  going  to  restaurants,  mov- 


ies, & shopping  as  Sissy.  Seek  sup- 
portive females  for  friendship/rela- 
tionship. I enjoy  being  a girl,  don’t 
you? 


MELANIE  CUEVAS 
(MS-P-M421 8-K7363-83) 

6'4",  205,  MWM,  hetero  CD.  Inter- 
ests: playing  guitar,  shopping,  read- 
ing. Wife  supportive  at  home:  still  in 
closet,  passable.  Quiet  and  sincere. 
Would  love  to  correspond  and  pos- 
sibly meet  others  in  MS.  Please 
send  picture.  Will  answer  all. 

ATHENA  L. 

0 

Male-to-Female  post-op  trans- 
sexual seeks  understanding  man 
for  serious  relationship.  He  should 
believe  in  God  and  have  a nice  per- 
sonality. He  shouldn't  use  drugs  or 
be  a heavy  drinker.  Would  love  to 
hear  from  well-adjusted  Female-to- 
Male  transexuals. 

MISSOURI 


TRISH  ELAINE  KASTEN 
(MO-P-M4805-K1 0267-82) 
Pre-opTS,  5'1T’,  143, 33.  Interested 
in  sharing  experiences,  strength, 
and  hopes.  I am  also  a recovering 
alcoholic  and  addict.  Six  years.  Has 
anyone  else  found  recovery?  Photo 
and  phone  gets  same,  but  not  re- 
quired. 


ANGELA  J. 

(MO-MI  162-K1 308-85) 

MBM,  CD,  48,  5’ 11",  180.  Very  dis- 
creet respect  for  family.  Enjoy  mov- 
ies, photography,  music,  new 
friends,  girltalk  and  sports.  Love  to 
go  out.  Would  like  to  hear  from  other 
TV/CD/TS.  Sisters  of  color. 


NEBRASKA 

TAMI  DIANE 
(NE-M3284-K6480-82) 

I enjoy  all  that  is  feminine  & wish  to 
become  more  involved  in  theTV/TS 


community.  Passable.  51 1 ",  37.  In- 
terested in  making  friends  who  are 
interested  in  our  feminine  ways.  In- 
telligent, educated,  & discreet.  En- 
joy going  out  en  femme  Would  like 
to  meet  sincere,  understanding  TV/ 
TSs  & genetic  females  for  friend- 
ship. 

JANET  MELISSA  B. 
(NE-M6036-K1 11 70-83) 

Sweet  Lord  Jesus,  please  say  to 
me,  “Talitha  Koum!"  Hi  Girls,  special 
recognition  (God  Bless)  Linda  B.  of 
Texas.  Sorry  my  handwriting  has 
deteriorated,  possible  stroke!  else  I 
would  have  written  several  of  you 
for  prescription  advice. 


NEVADA 


II  CHRISTY  BROWN 

(NV-P-M6201-K1 351 7-81) 

Reno  TV,  28,  5'10",  130,  feminine, 
clean,  sincere,  single  easy  going. 
Enjoy  going  out,  modeling,  meeting 
people,  videos,  photography,  quiet 
nights  at  home.  Seek  open-minded 
friendships  and  more.  Dates  with 
men.  Short  skirts,  sexy  dress,  infan- 
tilism. Wish  to  be  full  timeTV  female. 


SARAH  P 

(NV-P-M6249-K1 3841  -81 ) 
Pre-opTS,  21 , about  5'8",  130,  Las 
Vegas.  In  search  of  many  things,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  a way  to  make 
1 my  dreams  come  true.  All  my  life  I’ve 
wanted  nothing  more  than  to  be- 
come a beautiful  woman.  I've  cho- 
sen 1 997  as  the  year  in  which  to  do 
it.  The  support  of  others  is  always 
appreciated. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


A.  M.  GREENE 
(NH-M0731 -K0277-99) 

Post-op.  new-woman.  Interests  are 
computers,  reading,  music, 
gendered  people,  belly-dancing  & 
all  things  feminine.  Editor  of  theTV- 


TS  Confidential  Magazine.  We  need 
cover  girls. 


DANIELLE  M. 

(NH-P-M3161 -K5983-82) 

S,  M-F  pre-op  TS  on  hormones. 
5'6”,  slender,  feminine  figure  & legs 
at  124#.  Natural  red  hair  with  blue 
eyes.  Living  and  working  as  a 
woman,  2/94.  Healthy  mentally  & 
physically.  Happy,  but  need  some- 
one special. 

SHERI  SERENA  P. 

(NH-M5661 -K9902-82) 

45,  hetero.  I'm  still  in  the  closet  even 
though  I have  been  wearing 
women's  clothes  since  age  twelve. 
I put  on  my  first  slip,  bra  & nylons 
then,  & always  loved  shiny,  wet-look 
type  clothes.  Would  like  to  corre- 
spond with  someone. 

LISA  MICHELLE  M. 
(NH-P-M6167-K1 3550-84) 

SGM,  30s,  TS  tendencies.  A female 
inside  since  birth.  Enjoy  theater, 
nature,  music,  shopping,  history, 
and  art.  Would  welcome  friendships 
with  others  in  S NH  and  E MA  ar- 
eas. Also  looking  for  Mr.  Right.  Will 
answer  all. 


ROBINS. 

(NH-M3971-K7687-85) 

SWM,  Bl,  middle  age  closet  TV 
adores  femme  dressing  and  linge- 
rie. seeks  friendship  of  supportive 
woman  and  other  TV/TS  for  corre- 
spondence and  meetings.  Send 
photo  and  phone  # so  we  can  get 
together.  Will  return  all  letters.  Pre- 
fer So.  NH  border. 


TIFFANY  R. 

(NH-M61 75-K1 3561  -84) 

6’,  200,  SWM  hetero.  I enjoy  wear- 
ing sexy  short  skirts,  high  heels  and 
dressing  up.  Have  been  cross- 
dressing since  pre-teens  I would 
like  to  hear  from  otherTVs  to  share 
experiences  and  feelings. 

HOLLY  A. 

(NH-M6392-K1 4472-82) 

Explore  your  feminine  side  in  a safe, 


discreet  atmosphere  with  an  under- 
standing woman.  You  don't  have  to 
dress  alone.  Beginners  aiways  wel- 
come and  encouraged. 

NEW  JERSEY 

SUZIEM. 

(NJ-M0686-K041 9-83) 

MWM,  early  50s,  BI-CD,  6T,  180 
Dressing  since  childhood.  Love 
wearing  lingerie,  heels,  hose  & short 
skirts.  SO  not  supportive.  Would  like 
to  correspond  & meet  with  other  TV/ 
TS/CDs.  Photo  please.  Will  reply  to  all. 

JANE  T. 

(NJ-M3487-K7209-82) 

55-year-old  white,  hetero,  rubber- 
lovingTV.  Interested  in  correspond- 
ing with  others  of  all  interests.  The 
closet  filled  with  her  rubber  ward- 
robe is  not  a bad  place,  as  long  as 
you  like  yourself.  Your  picture  gets 
mine.  Will  answer  all. 


BABS  C. 

(NJ-P-M321 9-K621 1 -85) 

Member  MOTG,  Renaissance,  Im- 
perial Queens,  Secretary  of 
GNYGA.  Married  with  loving  sup- 
portive wife.  Enjoy  fine  art,  music, 
standardbred  horses,  tennis  & writ- 
ing. Travel  to  NYC,  New  Hope, 
Poconos,  Aycee  & Florida  en 
femme.  MeetTG  couples  for  dinner, 
shopping  & serious  talk. 


ELAINE  MONROE 
(NJ-M3637-K781 0-84) 

Love  feminine  role.  Co-Director  of 
MOTG,  Mbr  Renaissance,  Tri-Ess. 
Attended  Coming  Together,  Be  All, 
Southern  Comfort,  Fantasia  Fair, 
Paradise  in  the  Poconos.  Speaker 
forTG  community.  Goal  to  help  oth- 
ers out  of  closets,  & to  help  theTGs 
legally  & socially.  Want  to  network 
with  those  with  similar  goals. 


ARLENETHIEL 

(NJ-P-M3777-K8249-85) 

Mbr  of  Renaissance.  Attend  many 
events.  5'9”,  155  lb.,  very  smooth, 


SWM  TV,  live  alone,  mature  profes- 
sional. Only  hobby  is  being  feminine. 
Love  to  entertain  & share  girl  things. 
Love  going  out  to  have  fun.  I corre- 
spond lots  & answer  all  sooner  or 
later.  Pictures  help. 


KATHLEEN  M. 

(NJ-P-M4719-K1 0436-86) 

Just  recently  came  out  & loving  ev- 
ery minute.  5'6",  140.  Like  photog- 
raphy & music.  Want  to  help  sisters 
with  photos.  Love  being  a girl  & look 
forward  to  meeting  other  girls  like 
me.  Want  to  hear  from  you . 


JAKE  L, 

(NJ-P-M4993-K1 0634-84) 
Romantic,  educated,  professional 
gentleman,  30s,  6',  180,  admirer. 
Seek  caring  friendship  with  TS  or 
feminine  TG  person  21-45.  Under- 
standing & supportive  of  gender  is- 
sues. Enjoy  shopping,  fun  times  & 
cozy  nights.  Travel  extensively. 


DONNA  WALSH 
(NJ-M5459-K1 1222-83) 

5’9”,  1 50#,  single,  sincere,  sensitive. 
Gender  aware  since  childhood.  Un- 
certain of  final  destination,  but  sure 
I am  not  yet  there.  Well  educated. 
Enjoy  sailing,  reading,  music,  off 
beat  movies  and  film  festivals,  travel. 
Seeking  correspondence/friendship 
with  old  and  new  friends. 

BRANDY  LEE 
(NJ-M5491  -K1 01 41  -84) 

My  chosen  gender  is  female.  Being 
a woman  is  the  ultimate.  I'm  5'1 1”, 
1 55#,  with  long  hair.  Seek  a M2FTG 
with  long  hair  between  18  and  35 
years  old.  Let’s  explore  together. 

JAN  DIANA  N. 
(NJ-M3908-K4840-84) 

MWM,  hetero,  6’1  ”,  200.  blue  eyes. 
SO  has  known  for  years,  but  is  nei- 
ther supportive  nor  accepting,  which 
hurts.  Crossdressed  since  age  five 
with  mom's  support.  Still  in  closet. 
Feel  very  feminine  when  dressed  as 
the  person  I want  to  be.  Will  answer 
all.  Photo  nice. 


NANCEY  FALLON 
(NJ-P-M6219-K1 3024-85) 

MWM  50  5'8"MBR:  IFGE, TRI-ESS. 
Love  dressing  up,  dining  our,  fish- 
ing, hunting.  I love  lingerie,  panty 
hose,  high  heels,  and  feeling  femi- 
nine. Like  to  correspond,  swap  pho- 
tos. meet  others  for  friendship 
Please  write  and  include  your  photo. 

D.  RICHARDSON 
(NJ-M3270-K4353-85) 

MWM,  late  40s,  I've  come  to  accept 
the  femme  side  as  part  of  my  na- 
ture. Seeking  friendships  and  cor- 
respondence in  the  community. 
Love  corresponding  about  clothes 
(particularly  lingerie),  and  experi- 
ences. 

DIEDRE  LUCAS 

DBM,  Hetero  TV.  45,  5’10"  enjoys 
surfing  the  net,  basketball,  lingerie 
and  being  Diedre.  Help:  this  bird 
wants  out  of  the  cage  for  the  first 
time,  especially  hoping  for  sisters  of 
color  in  the  NYC,  NJ  area  for  moral 
support,  but  would  appreciate  any 
help  in  getting  out.  This  chicken 
wants  to  fly  like  a peacock,  excuse 
the  bad  pun. 

NEW  YORK 

FRANCINEC. 

(NY-M1 584-K0631  -82) 

SWM,  5'1 0”,  185,  54.  Interested  in 
outdoors,  reading  and  fishing.  Love 
the  total  feminine  look.  Trying  to 
pass.  Interested  in  corresponding 
and  meeting  all,  especially  in  south- 
ern tier  NY,  NE  PA.  Discreet. 


WINNIE  BRANT 
(N  NY-P-M0228-K0582-99) 

Mbr  Tiffany,  Tri-Ess,  TGIC.  Awards: 
Miss  Fantasia  Fair.  CD,  60+,  6'2". 
Many  interests.  Scientifically  & cul- 
turally oriented.  Have  attended 
many  CD  events.  Very  busy  as 
president  ofTGIC,  but  will  try  to  an- 
swer any  correspondence. 

ANGEL  L. 

(NY-M5222-K461 1 -89) 

SWF,  caring,  pretty,  funny,  honest 
(30s),  marriage/friendship-minded, 
monogamous,  moralistic,  romantic, 
spiritual,  understanding.  Seek 
same:  hetero  SWM,  CD,  30s,  (NO 
smoke/drink/drugs/promiscuity) 
even-tempered,  non-abusive,  5 - 6. 
Love  comedy,  culture,  dining,  fifties, 
fun,  music,  theater,  etc. 


VICKIE  STONE 

(SE  NY-P-M1035-K0559-83) 

46-y/o  CD,  attorney,  divorced,  but 
recently  (re)married  a beautiful  and 
supportive  lady  who  gives  Vickie 
emotional  support  and  fashion  as- 
sistance. Vickie  also  enjoys  song- 
writing, plays  guitar  and  bass,  loves 
country  music,  fvlember  LIFE,  former 
member  Chi  Delta  Mu.  Former  Edi- 
tor LIFEIines.  Other  commitments 
keep  me  from  being  as  active  as  I'd 
like  at  the  present  time. 


VERONICA  MARTIN 
(NY-P-M2482-K3564-82) 

SWM,  hetero  CD.  Enjoy  the  prissy 
feeling  dressing  up  in  full  petticoats, 
square  dance,  & party  dresses.  Still 
looking  for  one  understanding  gen- 
der woman  in  my  life. 


EMILY  C. 

(NY-P-M2966-K51 09-84) 

MWM,  5'6",  size  1 0,  supportive  SO. 
Enjoy  shopping,  correspondence, 
photo  exchange.  “Joy  is  where  the 
inner  femininity  finds  expression  in 
the  outside  world." 


Fantasia  Fair  '89,  '90,  '91 . Coming 
Together  in  Pitts  & Philadelphia. 
Donahue  Show,  National  Gender 
Lobby  Day  '95,  TG  facilitator  LGBT 
Conference  '96  at  SUNY  Albany, 
graduate  student/writer/LGBT  activ- 
ist. Love  music,  comedy  and  my 
softer  side. 


JENNIFER  B 
(NY-P-M2441 -K3429-83) 

MWM  with  supportive  wife,  member 
Eulenspiegel  Society.  Seek  meet- 
ings and  correspondence  with  TV/ 
TSs  who  have  a love  for  lingerie, 
corsets,  feminine  costumes  and  fan- 
tasies. Interested  in  psychology, 
metaphysics  and  fashions.  Would 
love  to  hear  from  you. 


DELORES  M. 

(SE  NY-P-M0808-K555-84) 

Mbr  Chi  Delta  Mu  (past  president), 
LIFE,  Serenity.  Attended  Fantasia 
Fair,  Poconos  W/E  (1st  runner-up, 
Miss  Poconos),  Coming  Together. 
Married,  middle-aged,  5'1 0",  engi- 
neer, lifelong  TV.  Interested  in  fash- 
ion, photography,  classic  bebop,  sci- 
ence, sailing,  biking,  tennis,  autos, 
& being  outdoors.  I love  the  fun  part 
of  the  scene,  derive  a lot  of  pleasure 
from  it. 


VICTORIA  LOUISE  NORRELL 
(SE-NY-P-M1960-K2390-86) 

I am  beautiful  for  I am  me.  I am 
Victoria  S I love  life.  I am  totally 
energized  by  living  feminine  & am 
very  proud.  Class  & dignity  are  my 
life  & tho'  I can  never  be  a woman,  I 
will  never  be  anything  less  than  a 
lady.  If  you  write,  I will  answer. To  all 
I wish  peace  ...  of  mind  ...  of  spirit . 


KATHERINE  H. 

(NY-P-M2073-K21 39-84) 

Mbr  of  TGIC  in  Albany.  Attended 


KATHY  LORRAINE 
(NY-P-M2974-K51 10-82) 

5'  1 3"  single  businesswoman . TG . 49 
and  going  into  holding.  Officer  Buf- 
falo Belles.  Happy  to  help  new  com- 
ers into  our  world.  Interested  in  CD/ 
TS  gold  tournament  summer  '97. 
Any  other  hackers  out  there? 


BRENDA VEE 

(LI  NY-P-M3089-K5695-84) 

Mbr:  LIFE.  Outreach  Director,  Fan- 
tasia Fair  '93-'96.  Ms.  Helpful,  '96. 
40s,  TG,  supportive  SO.  Striving  for 
personal  best.  Sensitive  to  all  in  the 
community,  and  will  correspond  with 
sincere,  open-minded  people.  Di- 
versity is  our  blessing. 


ANGELA  MARTIN 
(NY-P-M3252-K6426-82) 

I'd  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who  is  in- 
terested in  participating  in  a discus- 
sion-based support  group  for  CDs  in 
central  and  western  NY.  Meetings  are 
centered  on  the  issues  of  crossdress- 
ing and  related  topics. 


TAMMIE  ANDERSON 
(NY-P-M4141 -K8935-87) 

TG,  50ish,  5' 10”,  170,  computer 
teacher.Tri-Ess,  Chi  Delta  MU.  Love 
to  dress  and  shop  and  have  been 
going  in  public  locally  the  past  three 
years  without  incident.  Love  to  cor- 
respond with  sisters  and  interested 
in  meeting  gals  who  live  in  the 
Westchester.  NY  area. 


ELIZABETH  B. 
(NY-P-M4248-K3480-84) 

Single,  51,  57",  175,  hetero.  Inter- 
ested in  finding  female  friends;  men 
for  dating  and  TS  companionship. 
Currently  on  hormones.  Kind  of  shy 
and  need  support  to  move  on  in  my 
TS  life.  I like  mostly  everything  and 
want  to  have  fun,  but  not  anything 
sexual.  Will  answer  all  gladly  with 
photo,  please. 


K.L.G. 

(NY-P-M4353-K3043-84) 

SWM,  Bl,  29,  closet  CD  trying  to 
come  out.  College  educated  in  mu- 
sic composition.  Interests  include 
electronics,  computers,  & guitar. 
Fascinated  by  those  living  full  time. 
Will  answer  all  correspondence. 
Please  write. 


CLAUDIA  T. 

(NY-P-M4875-K9887-82) 

It's  not  how  you  look,  it’s  how  you 
feel!  And  darling,  I feel  marvelous. 
That  goes  for  all  my  fellow  sisters 
out  there.  Please  write  and  I'll  get 
back  to  you! 


CHRISSY  S. 

(NY-P-M5195-K1 1530-82) 

SWM,  hetero  CD,  5’1 1 ”,  47,  engi- 
neer. Enjoy  travel,  theater,  electron- 
ics, fashion  & shopping.  Outgoing 
with  great  sense  of  humor,  but  very 
discreet  about  crossdressing.  Pre- 
fer the  professional  career-girl  look 
& the  very  feminine  look.  Interested 
in  meeting  women  from  NYC  area. 


WENDI  R. 

(NY-P-M581 6-K0336-86) 

45,  5'8",  hetero  CD  150,  36-29-38. 
Closet  CD,  love  to  come  out,  but  wife 
will  not  understand.  Love  everything 
feminine.  CD  since  12  years  old. 
Love  to  pass,  but  I don't  think  I can. 
Shy,  discreet. 


CHRISSIEYORK 
(NY-P-M5212-K1 1564-82) 

Member  CD  Network.  WM  CD,  5’5", 
160.  Interested  in  dressing  clubs. 
Red  hair.  Can  pass.  Looking  for  an 
understanding  female  & otherTG.  I 
will  write  back.  Lifetime  CD. 


Jr 


TERI  SHANNON 
(NY-P-M5339-K5768-82) 

Single,  sane  lovable,  young  for  40s, 
pre-op  M-FTS  with  vivid  imagination 
seeks  Mr.  Right  for  romantic  candle- 
lit evenings.  Well  built  30-40s  gentle- 
man must  appreciate  unbridled  femi- 
ninity and  support  my  quest  to  lose 
remaining  inhibitions.  Shapely,  5'1 0", 
1 65.  Not  a good  correspondent,  will 
travel  No.  NY.  Photo  Please 


CLEO JONES 
(NY-P-M5376-K2860-83) 

MWM,  hetero,  60+,  5'9".  Mbr  Buf- 
falo Belles.  Rochester  CD  Network. 
Crossdressing  since  childhood. 
Wife  negative  and  unaware  of  my 
TV  life.  Love  to  dress  and  be  femi- 
nine. Looking  for  someone  in  my 
area  for  conversation.  Can't  afford 
separate  apartment  for  Cleo.  Will 
answer  letters 


FRANCINE  D. 

(NY-P-M5622-K1 0729-84) 

SWM,  5'  1 1 ”,  CD.  Rarely  in  public, 
never  try  passing.  Interests:  arts, 
music,  activism.  Would  love  being 
domestic  partner  of  tall,  dominant 
woman,  50+,  in  role-reversed 
relationship.  Am  healthy,  loving, 
sensual,  very  responsive.  All  GFs, 
Bl,  straight,  gay  answered. 


DEBBIE  F. 

(NY-P-M5798-K6076-82) 

Mbr  TGIC  in  Albany.  Interested  in 
friendship  or  possible  relationship. 
Would  like  to  talk  or  correspond.  I’m 
43,  big  and  easy  going.  Like  trains, 
car  racing,  and  videotaping  nature 
and  other  interesting  events. 

JUDYM. 

(NY-M5594-K1 2374-81) 

MWM  mature  CD  who  wishes  to  re- 
main in  the  closet.  Interested  in  act- 
ing out  fantasies  including  soft  bond- 
age and  role  playing. 


STEPHANIES. 

(NY-P-M5997-K1 2955-83) 

DWM,  TV,  46  (feel  33  when  dressed 
and  out),  132,  5 8”,  energetic, 
adventurous,  pass  well,  enjoy 
shopping,  outdoors,  restaurants  and 
festivals  as  Stephanie.  So  relaxing! 
Interested  in  writing  to  and  meeting 
other  TVs  who  go  out,  and  genetic 
females.  Will  answer  all.  Photo 
appreciated. 

CATHERINE  L. 

(NY-M4359-K31 86-86) 

Member  COS.  MWM,  6'2”,  44,  hetero 
CD.  I have  been  dressing  since  teens. 
Came  out  five  years  ago.  Don’t  pass 
well,  but  I do  go  shopping  dressed. 
Want  company  to  talk  on  feminine 
things.  Wife  is  not  supportive. 

KENR. 

(NY-M6079-K13261  -84) 

MWM,  CD,  62.  Not  passable.  Love 
TV-literature  and  sexy  lingerie.  Want 
to  hear  from  you,  especially  New 
Englanders.  I will  answer. 


ANA  HUNT 

(NY-P-M6041-K1 31 38-83) 
Biological  female  using  makeup, 
clothes  to  facilitate  M-F  and  F-M  CD 
since  early  '70s.  Member  of  leather 
community  versed  in  role-play,  fetish. 
A respected  dom  for  correspondence 
and  professional  training.  Individuals, 
couples.  New  York  and  California. 


LORRAINE  DEVERE 
NY-P-M6240-K1 3802-82) 

DWM,  CD  5’1 1 ",  39.  Author  and  full 
time  Graduate  student.  Interests 
include  psychology,  paganism, 
mythology,  spirituality,  fitness, 
astronomy,  amateur  radio  and 
transgenderism.  New  to  the  scene. 
Looking  for  supportive,  open- 
minded  sisters  for  friendship  and 
correspondence. 


MICHELEW. 

(NY-P-M6291-K1 4032-82) 

TS  on  hormones  almost  a year.  6’, 
155.  Interested  in  shopping,  dining 
out,  travel  and  staying  fit.  Enjoy 
dating  tall  men  who  know  how  to 
treat  a woman.  Will  answer  all  letters. 
Photo  if  possible. 


SHARON  KANE 
(NY-P-M6338-K0580-83) 

DWM,  48,  5’8",  145,  Albany  area. 
Love  to  dress  in  sexy  lingerie,  pretty 
dresses,  gowns  and  high  heels. 
Then  take  photos  of  myself.  Also 
have  fetish  for  fashion  magazines 
like  Glamour.  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  CDs,  and 
understanding  women  for 
friendship.  I miss  female 
companionship. 


E.  VIOLA 

(NY-M3089-K5695) 

Mbr:  LIFE-Outreach  director, 


Fantasiafair‘93-’96,  Ms.  Helpful’96. 
$0s,TG,  supportive  s/o.  Striving  for 
personal  best.  Sensitive  to  all  in  the 
community  and  will  correspond  with 
sincere,  open  minded  people. 
Diversity  is  our  blessing. 


CHRISTY  LYNEE  BELLE 
(NY-M5738-K1 2693-81) 

Slim  CD.  Size  6,  adores  music 
(Classical,  Jazz  & Pop),  performs 
in  NYC  area,  very  femme  & 
comfortable  in  public,  interested  in 
meeting  other  sincere  passable  TV/ 
TG/TSs.  Send  photo  with  letter. 


JANET  E. 

(NY-M5164-K1 1395-81) 

SWM  - CD  living  in  lower  Wetes. 
Would  enjoy  corresponding  with  all 
and  would  like  to  be  your  trusted 
friend. 

LARRY  K. 

(NY-M5036-K4726-84) 
FeminineTV/TS  sought  by  straight, 
white,  professional  gentleman,  40! 
Nice,  normal  guy  in  western  NY 
seeking  ladylike  friend  from  pages 
of  Transgender  for  fun,  maybe 
romantic  relationship.  Very 
supportive.  Any  distance,  age. 
Photos  exchanged. 

NANCY  JEAN 
(NY-M6696-K1 3727-85) 

DWM,  CD, 50,  been  a CD  for  40 
some  years.  I love  it!  It’s  who  I am. 
Look  forward  to  seeing  how  we  can 
relate.  Would  appreciate  a photo 
with  your  letter.  I'll  answer  everyone, 
and  would  consider  getting  together 
if  possible  to  talk  it  over. 

ALAN 

(NY-M6653-K1 51 25-84) 

Very  open  minded,  handsome,  suc- 
cessful writer  in  NYC,  6’3",  38, 21 5lbs 
with  a sharp  mind,  a gentle  touch  and 
an  appetite  for  adventure  seeks  warm 
hearted  fun  loving  CD/TV/TS  for 
friendship  and  possible  romance. 


PJM 

(NY-M5883-K3931  -86) 

I’m  a single  white  male  32,  enjoy  all 


things  feminine.  I like  to  be  pampered, 
love  lingerie  and  panties.  Would  like 
to  meetTG  men  and  women. 


MONICA  WENDLAND 
(NY-M6187-K1 2865-91) 

Attractive  health  consciousness  CD 
into  square  dancing  and  50s  dress- 
ing, horticulture,  sewing.  Divorced,  no 
kids,  living  with  mom  now,  searching 
for  loving  attractive  genetic  woman  or 
post-op.  Very  lonely,  depressed,  mom 
is  to 'pass  on’ soon. 


CATHY 

(NY-M5102-K1 0577-84) 

Albany  area.  Non-opTS  5’9”,  200+, 
passable.  Smoker,  non-drinker. 
Seeking  gentleman  for  romance  and 
dates,  correspondence  and  friend- 
ship. Enjoy  travel,  good  conversa- 
tion. and  a sense  of  humor. 

AYSHA  L 

(NY-M5222-K461 1-93) 

SWGG.  Born  03/66.  Kind,  attractive, 
understanding,  caring,  fun,  roman- 
tic non-smoker  seeks  same  swcd 
thirties  for  friendship/relationship 
(leading  possibly  to  more).  Interests: 
theatre,  culture,  travel,  fifties,  mov- 
ies, music,  dining,  dancing,  conver- 
sation. No  promiscuity/drugs/heavy 
drinking. 

NEW  MEXICO 

RENEE  G. 

(NM-M4200-K71 41  -83) 

35, 5'8",  145,  closet  CD.  Love  heels, 
hose,  lace  & lingerie.  Love  corre- 
sponding, photo  exchange,  & meet- 
ing new  friends.  Will  answer  all. 


THONG  PANSY  TAPANGA 
(NM-M4342-K3848-84) 

I'm  baack!  And  sexier  than  ever. 
Becoming  more  feminine  every  day. 
I’m  a 5’7"  1501b  Transgenderist.  In- 
terests include  nudism,  ballet,  inte- 
rior design,  and  fantasy  photogra- 
phy. Have  been  ‘out’  but  want  to  pass 
better.  Write  with  photo! 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


PAMELA  ROGERS 
(NC-P-M4235-K9428-84) 

This  Carolina  girl  adores  everything 
about  being  a lady.  Enjoy  sending 
letters  and  photos  to  friends  from 
all  over.  Love  the  humorous  side  of 
our  transgendered  community,  & 
proud  to  be  a part  of  it.  Being  Pamela 
is  not  something  I do,  it  is  a part  of 
who  I am.  Write  soon! 


EMMAS. 


(NC-P-M4864-K6443-87) 

SWM,  BI-TV,  35,  out  with  public,  not 
out  with  family  yet.  Searching  for 
friends  and  possibly  more.  Prefer 
1950s  glamour  look  (Jane  Russell 
wannabe),  including  lingerie  (esp. 
girdles  and  corsets),  evening  wear, 
and  cigarette  holders.  Please  write. 
I will  reply. 


RACHEL  K. 

(NC-P-M6214-K1 371 4-81) 

SWM  CD,  5'1 0"  1 70.  Love  dressing 
and  sexy  lingerie.  Would  love  to 
meet  sisters  in  the  triangle  area  or 
surrounding  states.  Will  respond  to 
all.  Can  travel. 

A.G. 

(NC-M5485-K1 2085-84) 

WM,  38,  5’1 1 ” 1 70#.  Seek  feminine, 
passable  TV/TS  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationship  in  NC.  Edu- 
cated professional  desires  that  spe- 
cial someone  who  wants  to  be  to- 
tally treated  as  a lady.  Willing  to  host. 
Photo  phone  gets  reply. 

SHANNON  S. 

(NC-M6613-K1 0076-84) 

WM,  40s,  5’11”.  Very  attractive 
passable  CD  with  TS  tendencies 
looking  for  lasting  relationship  with 
another  CD/TS  or  understanding 
genetic  female.  I’m  romantic  yet  fun 
loving  and  love  to  express  my  femi- 
nine ways.  Enjoy  shopping,  dinner, 
movies.  Will  promptly  answer  all  let- 
ters. Send  Photo  if  possible 


RANDI  P. 

(NC-P-M631 1-K14133-81) 

SWM  lesbian  CD,  very  soft  and 
femme.  5'8",  1 20,  long  hair,  blue  eyes, 
many  interests.  Seek  female,  TS  or 
passable  CD  to  relocate  with  me  for 
lasting  love.  Prefer  my  height  or 
smaller.  Letter,  photo,  must.  Let's  meet. 

ROBYN  A. 

(NC-M6687-K4997-85) 

MWMTV,  late  20s,  5'9”,  165  some- 
what supportive  wife,  enjoy  sexy  lin- 
gerie. New  to  N.  Carolina  area,  and 
would  love  to  correspond  to  all  TV/ 
TS/CD. 

JAMIE  RICHARDS 
(NC-M6578-K1 4907-84) 

Married  CD.  46, 6'1  ”,  240.  Wife  does 
not  know.  Dressing  limited  at  this 
time  to  home  or  in  motel  rooms 
when  I travel.  I am  interested  in  cor- 
responding with  or  meeting  anyone 
in  theTG  community,  especially  in- 
terested Christian  CDs. 

OHIO 


FRANS. 

(OH-M0848-K1 01 6-83) 

Retired,  living  in  small  town. 
Interested  in  senior  citizens  pre-op 
or  post-op.  Willing  to  help  novice. 
On  hormones  and  coming  out  of 
the  closet. 


MICHELLE  RICHARDS 
(S-OH-P-M0954-K1 005-81 ) 

Mbr  Paradise.  Cross-Port,  Alpha 
Omega,  Tri-Ess,  Sigma  Epsilon,  Em- 
pathy, FIL,  Serenity,  & Tiffany.  Hetero 
crossdresser,  5'9”,  170,  educated, 
friendly.  Married  20  years  to  an  A wife. 
An  original  organizer  of  Paradise.  I 
enjoy  crossdressing,  hi-heels,  girl  talk, 
& picture-taking  sessions.  Need  help 
on  feminine  voice.  Started  dressing  at 
seven.  Now  in  late  40s. 


6. 


SUSAN  KNIGHT 
(N  OH-P-M2053-K2450-84) 
Divorced,  hetero  CD,  6',  185.  Mbr 


Tri-Ess,  Alpha  Omega.  Enjoy  fishing, 
camping,  & old  movies.  Dress  any- 
time I can,  absolutely  love  it.  Still  in 
closet,  but  dress  with  sisters  who  live 
close  by.  If  you  live  in  the  Huron/Erie 
County  area  & feel  alone  & frus- 
trated. maybe  I can  help.  Discreet. 


DIANE  M. 

(OH-P-M221 2-K2660-82) 

SWM,  41,  tall,  thin,  shy,  hetero  TV 
with  very  strongTS  tendencies.  Love 
everything  about  being  a woman. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  other 
TSs,  pre-  or  post-op,  and  genetic  fe- 
males for  help  with  my  femininity. 


WAYNE  L. 

(OH-P-M2671-K41 80-84) 

SWM.  36,  decent,  masculine,  open- 
minded  guy.  Like  to  hear  fromTV/TSs 
for  friendship,  romantic  dates,  possible 
relationship.  I live  out  in  the  country, 
enjoy  nature,  photography,  motorcy- 
cling. Can  travel  or  entertain. 


LAURA  A.  SIMS 
(OH-P-M3956-K6882-82) 

DWM.  mbr  Cincinnati  CrossPort,  At- 
lanta Sigma  Epsilon.  Active  in  local 
theater  arts  in  administrative  capac- 
ity. Hobbies  are  aviation,  ornithology 
and,  of  course,  CD.  Like  girl  talk,  or- 
ganized activities  and  dining  out 
Enjoy  corresponding  with  other  girls 
and  will  reply.  PROMISE! 


LAUREN  A. 

(OH-P-M4694-K1 0380-87) 

Femme  inside  for  many  years.  Now 
enjoy  letting  her  learn  to  live.  Love 
dressing,  looking  good,  learning  do- 


mestic chores.  Would  love  to  be  a 
hot  date.  Computers,  photography, 
woodworking,  writing.  Will  respond. 


DENISE  DAWSON 
(OH-P-M4746-K81 30-86) 

Mbr  paradise  Club,  attended  doz- 
ens of  conventions.  Miss  Feminin- 
ity '93.  single  CD  39, 5'7”,  1 32.  Very 
passable  & love  fooling  general  pub- 
lic, although  sometimes  chicken.  In- 
terested in  getting  together  with 
other  very  passable  CD/TSs  & GGs 
for  good  times. Your  photo  gets  mine. 
Understanding  GG  desired  for  qual- 
ity relationship. 


DENISE  DAVIDSON 
(OH-P-M4984-K9444-83) 
Cleveland,  west  side.  Member  IME 
of  western  Michigan  and  Paradise 
Club  in  Ohio.  Married,  but  living 
alone  due  to  job  transfer.  Love  shop- 
ping, movies,  and  quiet  nights  at 
home.  Like  to  meetTG/TS  and  GG 
for  friendship. 


JILL  AMBROSE 
(OH-P-M5627-K7653-85) 

Mbr  Crossport.  Hetero.  married  CD. 
Out  of  closet  at  Be  All  95.  Flew  en 
femme  to  '96  Texas  T Party.  At- 
tended '96  Holiday  En  Femme. 
Travel  en  femme  frequently.  Love  to 
meet  other  TGs.  Interests  include 
country  & western  music,  photog- 
raphy & railroads. 

RENEES. 

(OH-M6379-K1 4461  -82) 

Soon  to  be  married  again.  5'1 5", 
200, 50s.  Have  been  dressing  since 
a teenager,  but  enjoying  it  much 
more  with  support  of  SO.  We  want 
to  meet  couples  in  Ohio  and  sur- 
rounding states  for  socializing.  Pho- 
tos shared  with  those  who  respond. 

LORETTA  W. 

(OH-M661 2-1 4998-84) 

NE  Ohio  member  Alpha  Omega 
TRI-ESS.  Age  45  6ft  redhead,  wife 
knows  and  is  supportive.  I am  new 
to  this  wonderful  world.  I would  like 
penpals  from  any  TG  people  and 
GG  to  share  expertise  in  the  art  of 
being  feminine. 


CHARLENE  O. 

(OH-M6218-K1 3726-85) 

TS,  50  beginning  the  transition. Try- 
ing to  find  the  courage  to  do  what  I 
must.  Looking  for  support,  encour- 
agement and  the  advice  I can  get. 

SHARON  M. 

(OH-M6558-K 14770-84) 

DWM  CD  45  wants  a GG  interested 
in  LTR/  marriage.  Must  want  to  be  a 
wife,  friend,  business  partner.  I like  art, 
traveling,  museums,  time  together 
working  and  playing.  Please  only  se- 
rious replies.  Honesty  a must. 


JAN  L. 

(OH-M2671-K41 80-84) 

Mid  30s,  single  BI-CD,  5'3".  I enjoy 
nature,  photography  and  making 
new  friends.  Like  to  hear  from  other 
sisters  and  GG  for  girltalk  and  fun 
times.  No  men  or  prison  letters. 
Photo  and  SASE  gets  mine. 


CYNTHIA  MAY 
(OH-M6647-K1 5085-84) 

MtF  CD  from  NE-Ohio  looking  for 
CD  friendly  business  in  NE-Ohio  for 
make-overs,  glamour  photography, 
shopping,  dinning  etc. 

BARBARA  S. 

(OH-M5589-K1 2305-89) 

Divorced,  54,  5'10”,  235  seeking 
local  GG  for  LTF  or  marriage.  Want 
to  be  forced  to  be  a lady.  Member  of 
crossport.  Interests  include  flying, 
square  and  ballroom  dancing, 
camping,  fishing,  computers. 
Glennl@erinet.com.  Strictly  hetero 
Catholic. 


OKLAHOMA 


LESLIAANN  H. 

(OK-M6456-K1 4947-83) 

SWM,  CD.  Help  me  express  my  ten- 
dencies. Like  to  meet  someone  in 
Oklahoma  City  area.  Searching  for 
a supportive  friend  25-30.  Love  ev- 
erything feminine.  Will  respond  to  all. 

OREGON 


D.H. 

(OR-M5951 -K6466-82) 

SWM,  50,  wants  LTR  with  TS7TV/ 
TG/GG  to  come  out  with.  Explore 
and  provide  support  to.  Ready  to 
relocate.  5'1 1 ",  200,  long  blond  hair. 
Especially  drawn  to  drag  queens 
and  TVs  who  are  submissive  and 
sexy. 


HEATHER  M. 
(OR-P-M4689-K9843-82) 

Tall  MWCD.  early  thirties,  is  slowly 
emerging  from  her  closeted  cocoon. 
I enjoy  all  facets  of  feminine  life,  in- 
cluding correspondence  with  other 
sisters.  My  interests  are  diverse, 
including  gender  studies,  fashions, 
reading,  shopping,  and  writing. 

PENNSYLVANIA 


VERONICA  MARTIN 
(PA-M2482-K3564-82) 

SWM  hetero  CD.  Enjoy  dressing  in 
full  petticoats  & square  dance 
dresses  Would  love  to  go  square 
dancing.  Interested  in  meeting  un- 
derstanding women.  PS:  Barbara 
(genetic  girl),  you  left  out  your  re- 
turn address  in  letter. 

MICHELLE  DOUGLAS 
(SE  PA-M2623-K3889-87) 

MWM,  40-something.  Enjoy  fine  lin- 
gerie, satin  dresses  and  high  heels. 
Married  to  an  accepting  and  helpful 
wife.  Would  like  to  hear  from  other 
married  couples  concerning  CD  re- 
lationships. 

; • .< 
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PHYLLISJEANW. 

(W  PA-P-M2770-K4563-83) 

5’1 1 ",  165,  CD  with  strong  TS  ten- 
dencies. Now  40-something.  I paint, 
play  guitar  and  am  struggling  with 
computers.  I enjoy  jazz  and  rock, 
and  occasionally  classical  music.  I 
am  a poor  correspondent  due  to  my 
heavy  schedule. 


WILMA  ANNE  SILVER 
(NY-M3388-K6832-86) 

Hetero  CD,  mature  lady,  committed 
to  enjoying  the  feminine  feelings  that 
were  left  unfulfilled  earlier.  Enjoy 
photography  and  sailing.  First 
memory  crossdressed  at  3 years. 
Now  on  line.  Your  e-mail  address  for 
mine.  Home  page  under 
construction.  Like  chat  rooms. 


The  IFGE  is  a 501  (c)  3 non-profit 
organization  providing  outreach  to 
and  for  the  transgender  community. 
Among  its  many  other  activities, 
IFGE  publishes  & distributes 
gender-related  books,  magazines 
and  tapes. 


Profits  from  all  sales  go  toward 
promoting  self-acceptance,  public 
understanding,  and  inclusion  of 
greater  gender  diversity  in  society 
at  large.  Our  office  is  located  at  14 
Felton  Street,  Waltham,  M A 
02154 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


IFGE 


Publications 

Catalog 
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True  Selves 

Understanding  Transsexualism 
for  Families,  Friends,  Co-Workers,  and 
Helping  Professionals 

by  Mildred  L.  Brown  and  Chloe  Ann  Rounsley 

Simply  the  most  complete,  compassionate,  accurate,  and 
helpful  book  about  transsexualism  yet  written.  A "must  read" 
for  every  transsexual,  friend  or  family  member,  or  student  of 
transsexualism.  A thorough  treatment  of  the  subject,  up  to 
date  in  its  politics  and  packed  with  insight  and  wisdom. 

$0495 

#185 

The  First  Official  Best-seller  for 
the  TG  Community 


International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 
P.O.Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254-0229 
(for  MC/Visa  orders)  781-899-2212,  Fax  781-899-5703 
E-Mail:  Books@ifge.org  or  Web  Site:  www.ifge.org 


T RANSGENDER 


Transgender 

Care: 

Recommended  Guidelines,  Practical 
Information  and  Personal  Accounts 

Gianna  E.  Israel  and 
Donald  E.  Tarver  II,  M.D. 

By  empowering  clients  to  be  well-informed 
medical  consumers  and  by  delivering  care 
providers  from  the  inadequate  diagnostic 
standards  and  stereotypes,  this  book  sets  out 
to  transform  the  nature  of  transgender  care. 
In  an  accessible  style,  Gianna  Israel  and 
Donald  Tarver  discuss  the  key  mental  health 
issues,  with  much  attention  to  the  vexed  re- 
lationship between  professionals  and  clients. 

#455 


Read 
My  Lips 


Sexual  Subversion  and  the  End  of  Gender 

by  Riki  Anne  Wilchins 

Read  My  Lips  is  the  first  book  from  the 
founder  of  The  Transexual  Menace.  Riki 
takes  Judith  Butler's  gender  theory  and  ap- 
plies it  to  current-day  transgender  issues. 
The  book  is  very  entertaining  and  full  of 
her  sharp-edged  wit  and  brilliant  elo- 
quence. Don't  miss  this  one. 

#445 


Gender 

Dysphoria 


Interdisciplinary  Approaches  In 
Clinical  Management 

by  Walter  Bockting  & Eli  Coleman, PhD. 

Enhance  your  expertise  with  the  most  up- 
to-date  writings  published.  Contributors  in- 
clude: Richard  Docter,  Henk  Asscheman, 
and  Louis  Gooran,  and  others.  A wealth  of 
current  information. 

#139 


S/HE: 

Changing  Sex  and 
Changing  Clothes 

by  Claudine  Griggs 
(1998) 


Through  an  examination  of  the  experience  of 
transsexuals,  this  book  enhances  understand- 
ing of  how  gender  can  and  does  function  in 
powerful,  complex,  and  subtle  ways.  The 
author,  who  has  herself  been  surgically 
reassigned,  has  conducted  extensive 
interviews  with  transsexuals  from  many 
walks  of  life.  Her  personal  experiences, 
have  given  her  an  access  to  her  subjects  that 
others  would  likely  be  denied. 


#461 


Transvestites 

& Transsexuals: 

Toward  a Theory  of 

WM  W' m 

Cross-Gender  Behavior 

wRmmfr  a 

Confessions 
of  A 

Gender  Defender 


;•$  by  Randi  f (trier 


Dr.  Richard 
Docter  has 
produced  one  of 
the  finest 
scholarly  works 
on  the  subjects 
of  TV  & TS  ever 
written. 


#428 


$3995 


"Gender  is  the  most 
misunderstood  topic 
of  our  times."  Freud 
made  a similar 
statement  over  70 
years  ago  and  Dr. 
Ettner  reminds  us  that 
it  is  still  true. 


#184 


$i495 


Transgender 

Warriors 

by  Leslie  Feinberg 


From  Joan  of 
Arc  to  RuPaul 

Comprehensive 
survey  of  CD  and 
TS  throughout 
history. 


#442 

$1600 
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Third  Sex, 
Third  Gender 

Beyond  Sexual  Dimorphism 
in  Culture  and  History 

edited  by  Gilbert  Herdt 

This  publication  addresses  alternative 
constructions  of  gender,  showing  how  so- 
cieties in  other  times  and  places  have 
included  space  for  sexual  identities  di- 
verging from  our  notion  of  what  is  'nor- 

mal/  #146 


The  Spirit 
& The  Flesh 

by  Walter  L.Williams 

Historically,  tribal  cultures  venerated  the 
American  Indian  Berdache.  This  book 
brings  together  a wealth  of  information 
on  the  status  of  gender-variant  males  in 
a wide  variety  of  Native  American  soci- 
eties- 

#30 


Gender 

Shock: 

Exploding  the  Myths 
of  Male  and  Female 

by  Phyllis  Burke 

In  Gender  Shock,  Phyllis  Burke  explores  the 
many  myths  surrounding  our  rigid  gender 
system  of  male  and  female.  Analyzing  the 
latest  research  in  psychology,  genetics,  neu- 
rology, and  sociology,  Burke  finds  that  gen- 
der is  not  the  result  of  one's  biological  sex, 
and  that  gender  and  sexuality  are  separate 
elements  of  the  self. 

#167 


$2000  $1 6°°  $1 400 


Orlando's 

Sleep 


Jennifer  Spry 
1997, 

New  Victoria 


Transsexuals  want  the 
same  thing  as  other 
people  - the  ability  to 
get  on  with  their  lives 
in  reasonable  security, 
free  of  harassment, 
going  about  their  daily 
business  and  doing 
things  which  most 
people  take  for  granted 
and  regard  as  normal. 


Katherine  Johnson  & 
Stephanie  Castle 


#453 


As  a child  Spry  cherished  the  moments 
when  he  was  left  alone  at  home  so  he 
could  dress  up  in  his  mother's  clothes.  In 
adolescence  he  tried  to  prove  his  manhood 
by  competitive  sailing  and  heavy  drinking. 
When  even  marriage  and  fatherhood  failed 
to  make  a man  of  him,  John  began  the  long 
journey  towards  recognition  of  herself  as 
Jennifer,  a woman  and  a lesbian, 


#444 


$1295 


Prisoner 
of  Gender 


$1T95 


Two  Spirit  People  is 
the  first-ever  look  at 
the  social  science 
research  exploration 
into  the  lives  of 
American  Indian 
lesbian  women  and 
gay  men.  Editor 
Lester  B.  Brown  posits 
six  gender  styles  in 
traditional  American 
Indian  culture. 


Two  Spirit 
People 

#449 

$-|295 


This  booklet  has  been 
created  to  provide 
information  on  the 
most  common 
concerns  that  arise 
when  a co-worker, 
one  of  your  work- 
friends,  makes  a 
gender-role  transition 
on  the  job. 


Changes  . . . 

Understanding  the 

GenderRole 

Transition 

Dana  Cole 

#195 

$1000 
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Bliss  of 
Becoming  One 


Bert 

And  Lori 


Life  With 

Vanessa 


Integrating  "Feminine"  Feelings 
into  the  Male  Psyche 

by  Rachel  Miller 

A heterosexual  CD  pens  positive,  sup- 
portive advice  for  CDs,  partners,  friends, 
family  and  society. 

#169 


by  Robert  /.  Rowe 

Here  is  the  intimate  autobiography  of  a heterosexual 
male  crossdresser.  This  unapologetic, self-styled 
fetishist  and  his  femme  alter  ego,  "Lori,"  reveal  how 
his  interest  in  female  clothing  began  in  childhood 
and  how  it  developed  as  he  grew  older.  This  in- 
cludes a postscript  by  the  author's  wife  whose  can- 
did reflections  are  the  only  systematic  discussion 
of  the  life  and  experiences  of  a crossdresser's  wife. 

#448 


Straight  Talk  On  Integrating  TG  into  a 
Loving,  Positive  Relationship. 

by  Vanessa  and  Linda  Kay 

The  title  says  it  all.  A must  for  all  TG 
people  and  their  partners. 

#163 


$-|  295  $2695  $1 000 
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Coping 

With 

Cross- 

dressing 


It's  time  that  someone 
put  crossdressing  into 
perspective  when  it 
comes  to  transvestites 
and  their  partners. 

Too  often,  a woman  is 
expected  to  simply 
accept  her  partner's 
crossdressing  without 
really  understanding 
his  behavior  or  the 
issuesanvolved. 

That's  what  this  book 
is  all  about. 


by  JoAnn  Roberts 

#111 


To  Be 
A 

Woman 

Jerry/Jerri 

McClain 


Great  Fun!  New  Price! 


#118 


jx-  $1 9 oo 

$15.95  | 
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Wives, 

Partners 

& Others 

edited  by  Ian  and 
Diane  Dixon 


A collection  of 
editorials, 
articles,  and 
letters  of  special 
interest  to  wives 
and  significant 
others  of 
crossdressers 
and  the 
transgendered. 


#16 

$1000 
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Aspects 

of 

Gender 


by  Lesley  Cordon 


Why  do  people  crossdress?  Here's  ev- 
erything you  always  wanted  to  know 
about  crossdressing  but  were  afraid  to 
consider!  A great  aid  for  the  CD  and  the 
ones  they  love.  An  IFGE  Publication. 

#147 


Cross  Purposes 
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Cross 

Purposes 

On  Being  Christian  & Crossgendered 

by  Vanessa  S. 

There  are  those  persons  who  discover  themselves 
marginalized  and/or  discriminated  against,  at  some 
point  and  for  some  reason,  by  the  larger  Christian 
community.  I certainly  recognize  that  the  subject 
matter  of  this  book  is  anxiety-provoking  and  highly 
controversial  within  cultural  (and  certainly  within 
mainstream  Christian)  circles.  . . . I fully  understand 
that  this  book's  emphasis  on  being  Christian  and 
crossgendered  is  not  "business  as  usual"  for  most 
persons  with  the  church. 

#440 


The  Man  in  the 
Red  Velvet 
Dress 

Inside  the  World  of  Crossdressing 
/.  /.  Allen 

A CD  and  community  member  presents 
insights  into  crossdressing,  crossdressers 
and  the  gender  community.  Highly  per- 
sonal and  controversial. 

#174 


sj  495  $-|  795  $2  j 95 


1 ,,  Elements  of  Style 

#464 

J'  Phillip  Bloch 

g|ocb  Phillip  Bloch  breaks  down  to  the  basics  - and  shares 

insider  insights  from  the  fashion  industry  elite. 

$2*jj  99 

Trans- 

formations 

Crossdressers  & 
Those  Who 
Love  Them 

Mariette  Pathy  Allen 


The  first  book  to  fo- 
cus on  daily  life, 
relationships,  chil- 
dren and  friends. 
Particularly  helpful 
as  an  introduction 
to  the  subject  of 
crossdressing  for 
family  members. 


#32 

$-|995 


Faces 

Kevyn  Aucoin 


n 


Making  Faces 
starts  with  un- 
beatable tips  on 
basic  makeup 
application  and 
techniques.  A 
must  for  a girls 
beauty  library 


#463 


This  famous 
1910  study  on 
the  erotic  drive 
to  crossdress, 
translated  by 
Michael  A. 
Lombardi- 
Nash,  Ph.D.,  is 
considered  one 
of  the  best  in 
the  field  and  is 
a 'must  have' 
for  any  library. 


T RANSVESTITES 

by  Magnus 
Hirschfield , M.D. 

Special 
IFGE  Only 
Offer 

#49 

$3995 

Reg.  Price  $49.95 


T RANSGENDER 


Gender 

Outlaw 


On  Men,  Women 
& the  Rest  of  Us. 

by  Kate  Bornstein 

Ms.  Bornstein's  lucid  gift  of  humor  and 
confrontation  redefines  gender  in  our 
society.  Her  observations  on  gender  in 
gay  and  straight  culture  provide  a fresh 
perspective  on  the  fluidity  of  gender 
definition. 

#189 


*13°° 


Now 

IN 


Paperback 


w 

Regular 
Subscription  To 
Transgender  Tapestry 

Includes  4 consecutive  issues 
(USA,  Puerto  Rico  $40.00) 

( Priority  Mail  $55.00) 
(Canada,  Mexico,  Overseas  Surface; 

$55.00) 

(Overseas  Airmail;  $65.00) 

2 Year 
Subscription 

(USA,  Puerto  Rico  $72.00 
Bulk  Mail  Only) 


My  Gender 
Workbook 


by  Kate  Bornstein 

Has  anyone  ever  accused  you  of  not  really 
being  a man?  Or  not  really  being  a woman? 
A.  No.  B.  Yes.  C.  No,  but  I've  felt  that  my- 
self. D.  Yes,  and  I've  had  to  agree  with  them. 
From  living  without  gender  to  thwarting  the 
gender  police,  from  uncoupling  the  sex/gen- 
der puzzle  to  finding  out  what  you  really  think 
about  yourself  and  other  people,  this  is  Kate 
Bornstein's  guide  to  exploring  the  big  C. 


#446 


$1095 


Gay/Lesbian/Bi 
Transgender 
Public  Policy 
Issues 


In  response  to  the 
cultural  war  declared 
upon  gay,  lesbian, 
bisexual,  and 
transgendered  people 
by  the  radical  right. 
This  book  gives  you 
an  inside  look  at  the 
gay  community's 
perspective  on  the 
major  issues.  Cay  or 
straight,  you  will  truly 
find  your  eyes  opened 
as  you  read. 


by  Wallace  K.  Swan, 
DBA,  Editor 


#451 

$-|495 


Same  Sex 
Marriage 

The  moral  and 

LEGAL  DEBATE 

Robert  M.  Baird  & 


Stuart  E.  Rosenbaum 


This  presents 
a balanced  sampling 
of  diverse  and 
cogent  arguments 
by  academics, 
politicians, 
journalists, 
attorneys,  judges, 
and 

activists. 


#432 


$-|095 


Legal 

Aspects  of 
T ranssexualism 

by  Sr.  Mary  Elizabeth, SS 


Primary 
reference 
concerning 
legal  issues 
and 

precedents. 


#36 

$*|Q00 


RANSSEXUAL 


I Am  My  Own  Trans-X-U-All 


Woman 


By  Tracie  O'Keefe  and  Katrina  Fox 


The  Uninvited 
Dilemma: 

A Question  of  Gender 

by  Kim  E.  Stuart 

Stuart  presents  with  compassion  the  con- 
dition and  feelings  of  transsexuals  with 
current  and  accurate  information.  A 
humanistic  approach  to  this  complex 
issue.  Valuable  to  transsexuals  and  their 
significant  others. 

#113 


by  Charlotte  Von  Mahlsdorf 

Hailed  by  Der  Spiegel  as  speaking  to 
"the  fate  of  a whole  generation  of  Ger- 
man homosexuals,"  I Am  My  Own 
Woman  is  the  exquisitely  written  auto- 
biography of  Charlotte  von  Mahlsdorf, 
whose  lifelong  pursuits  of  sexual  liberty 
and  antique  furniture  offer  a unique  per- 
spective on  European  history. 


This  amazing  book  covers  the  whole 
transsexual  experience  from  start  to  fin- 
ish, giving  the  facts  comprehensively  as 
never  published  before.  Written  by  Tracie 
O'Keefe,  a transsexual  and  Clinical  Thera- 
pist at  the  London  Medical  Centre,  Harley 
Street,  and  her  lover,  the  gossip  colum- 
nist/model/actress and  linguist  Katrina 
Fox,  it  presents  everything  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  transsexuals. 


Regular  Price 
$12.99 


#181 


#439 


New 

Price! 


$i  noo  S'!  995 


$-(495 


ill 

11$  > 

W # Pill 

Feelings 

by  Stephanie  Castle 

One  transsexual's  ex- 
planation of  a baffling 

Raised 
By  Wolves 

The  Canadian 
author,  twice 

condition. 

by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips 

1 

married  when  male, 

details  her  transition  it  1 

#447 

at  researcn  tor  me 
benefit  of  others 
whose  lives  are 
touched  by  this 
phenomenon. 

$<|  995 

$1995 

language,  voice, 


living  full  time,  the 


From 
Masculine 
To  Feminine 

& All  Points 
In  Between 

by  lennifer  Anne 
Stevens 

#37 

$-|995 


T RANSSEXUAL 


PHYSICIAN'S 

mm\ 


Gi 

to 


mmm 


Wmmi 


FEMINIZING 
HORMONAL 
THERAPY 


■or 

the 


I 


% 


MASCULINIZING 

HORMONAL 

THERAPY 

for 
the 


The  Physician's 
Guide  to 
Transgendered 
Medicine 


Feminizing 
Hormonal  Therapy 
for  THE 

Transgendered 


Masculinizing 
Hormonal  Therapy 
for  THE 

Transgendered 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD 


Transgendered  Medicine  is  a new  medi- 
cal discipline,  but  it  embraces  age-old 
principles  and  ideas  along  with  innova- 
tive and  unique  treatment  procedures. 


#180 

IK)00 


Expanded  and  updated!  The  most  highly  read 
and  recommended  book  on  safe,  effective 
contragendered  hormonal  therapy;  hormonal 
regimens;  features  natural  hormones,  measure- 
ment/self exam  guidelines  and  commonly  asked 
questions.  78  pages 

#170 

$1495 


Revised,  expanded  and  updated  with  the  latest 
information  on  "masculinizing"  hormonal 
therapy  and  on  safe,  effective  regimens;  real- 
istic expectations  and  possible  complications. 
Based  on  world  wide  medical  research.  A must 
for  all  F2Ms.  60  Pages 

#171 

$1495 


TTip  bnplojrri  Gmdf 


Iv  GvnJrr  Tmnutivn 


For  all  business 
leaders  and  upper- 
level  management 
personnel  dealing 
with  a transsexual 
in  transition  in  the 
workplace.  The 
author  lends  her 
expertise  as  an 
educator  to  ex- 
plain this  pertinent 
information. 


The 

Employer's 
Guide  To 
Gender 
Transition 


#18 

$io°° 


CO 


Transsexuals 

Candid  Answers 
to  Private  Questions 

Cerald  Ramsey,  Ph.  D 


While  They  Last! 

#175 


Special 
Sale  Price! 


$2295 


Medical. 

I.cgid  &. 

Workplace  Issues 

yfor  ibe  TwK-teowJ 


: Sli»fl*Klrk.MJE>.  : 
Sc  ‘tf; 

Marline  KotJiWatt,  J 

(■VOVIWlliUll  IV 


Medical,  Legal 
& Workplace 
Issues  for  the 
Transsexual 

Sheila  Kirk,  MD  and 
Martine  Aliana 
Rothblatt,  ID 


The  latest,  legal, 
medical  & surgical 
procedures  for  the 


M2F  & F2M 
beginning,  engaged  in 
or  completing  the 
transitioning  process. 
Recommended  for 
health  care 
professionals,  legal 
advisors  & employers. 


#161 

$1395 


RANSSEXUAL 


The 

DUAL 

ALLIANCE 


Stephanie 

<C<K*t<? 


Kim: 
A True 
Story 


Kim  Harlow  & Bettina  Rheims 


Stunningly  beautiful  photos  of  Kim  high- 
light the  story  of  her  personal  transfor- 


mation. 


Special  Price  Break! 


#172 


The  Dual 
Alliance 
(TG  Fiction) 

Stephanie  Castle 


Counseling 

in 

Genderland: 

Working  with  the 
Transgendered  Client 


Transsexuals  are  born,  not  made.  The  roots  of 
the  condition  are  to  be  found  in  the  pre-natal 
period  of  human  existence.  No  one  embraces 
transsexualsim  as  a sought-after  condition,  but 
dealing  with  it  fully  and  effectively  requires 
courage, determination,  and  sound  medical 
support.  When  the  desired  gender  change  has 
been  effected,  it  can  be  looked  upon  with  a 
sense  of  relief  similar  to  recovery  from  any 
major  illness. 

#173 


Niela  Miller,  MS,  LCSW,  LMHC 


A definitive  introduction  to  counseling 
the  transgendered  person  whether  CD, 
TS  or  anywhere  between. 


#166 


Special 

Offer! 


000 


Special 

Offer! 


$1 095 


Monsieur 
D'Eon  is  a 
Woman: 

A Tale  of  Sexual 
Masquerade 

Cary  Kates,  Ph.D. 

#158 


Biography  of  the 
spy,  ambassador, 
Christian  mystic, 
crossdresser  and 
transgenderist 
whose  anatomical 
gender  was 
revealed  only 
by  death. 


Hard  Cover.. $25. 00 

#177 


$^400 


Discount  Corner 

Clearance  Books 

$5.00ea. 

Grab  Bag!  While  Quantities  Last! 
Our  Choice.. ..Your  Bargain! 


F2/VI  IT  IBRARV 


FTM 

Female-to-Male  Transsexuals  in  Society 

by  Holly  Devor 

FTM:  Female-to-Male  Transsexuals  in  Soci- 
ety provides  a compassionate,  intimate,  and 
incisive  look  at  the  life  experiences  of  forty- 
five  female-to-male  transsexuals.  Until  now, 
little  has  been  known  about  these  individu- 
als, and  questions  persist  about  them.  Who 
are  they?  How  do  theycome  to  know  them- 
selves as  transsexual?  What  do  they  do 
about  it?  How  do  their  families  cope?  Who 
loves  them?  What  does  it  mean  for  the  rest 
of  us? 

#443 


Body 

Alchemy 

Photography  of  Loren  Cameron 

by  Loren  Cameron 

Loren  Cameron  was  born  in  1959  in  Pasadena, 
California, and  grew  up  in  rural  Arkansas.  His  early  love 
for  photography  was  inspired  by  pictures  of  depression- 
era  America  by  Walker  Evans  and  Dorothea  Lange.  "Her 
images  touched  me  deeply  and  helped  me  understand 
my  father's  tough  attitude  about  living  and  his  generation's 
no-nonsense  work  ethic,  as  well  as  the  universality  of 
the  human  condition  of  pain,  strife  and  the  will  to 
persevere." 

#188 


Gender 

Blending 

Confronting  the  Limits  of  Duality 

by  Holly  Devor,  Ph.D. 

A major  contribution  to  the  understanding  of 
gender.  Working  with  a small  group  of  fe- 
males who  were  frequently  mistaken  for  men 
the  social  construction  of  gender  and  its  im- 
plications are  examined. 

#34 


$4Q95  $2495  $-|  495 


S/HE 

by  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 

What  do  gestures  of  masculinity 
and  femininity  have  to  do  with 
being  a man  or  a woman  ? This 
intimate  search  by  a partner  of 
a transgender  is  powerful  in 
its  awe  of  human  potential. 


#156 

$-|095 


Stone 
Butch 
Blues 

a novel  by 
Leslie  Feinberg 


#151 


$1 295 


Sacred 

Country 

by  Rose  Tremain 


F2M  Novel.  "Skilled,  intelligent, 
a sheer  delight,  storytelling  at  its 
best. " The  Washington  Post. 


#179 


Guilty 
By  Gender 

by  Hap  Hanchett 

The  role  of  transsexual  has  never  been  recognized  as 
avaluable  one.  Despite  the  fact  that  transsexuals  can 
enhance  our  definition  of  what  is  woman  and  what  is 
man,  by  offering  a sharper  perspective  than  any  single 
gender  vision,  we  have  always  been  seen  as  a burden  to 
society  as  opposed  to  a resource. 

#438 

$-(000 


SUBSCRIBE  NOW 

to  the  FTM  International  Newsletter,  the 
world's  foremost  publication  for 
the  female-to-male  transgendered  and 
transsexual.  Just  $15  a year  for  four 
issues!  (Please  feel  free  to  donate  more  if  you 
can  afford  it-donations  are  tax  deductible.) 
Upcoming  and  ongoing  features  include  penis 
pumps,  transfag  issues,  butch/FTM  identities, 
youth  issues,  latest  hormone  research,  FTMs 
of  color,  European  surgeries,  and  more.  In  its 
twelfth  year  of  publication,  the  newsletter  is 
now  read  by  subscribers  in  1 5 countries. 
Don't  miss  out!  Send  a check  or  money  order 
for  $15  ($20  for  international  orders;  $25  for 
professionals  and  researchers)  to 

FTM.  1360  Mission  St.,  Suite  200, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 


Gender  How  I Got 

Blending  Into  Sex 


Bonnie  Bullough,  Ph.D.,  R.N., 

Vern  L.  Bullough,  Ph.D.,  R.N., 
lames  Elias,  Ph.D. 

A new  trend  in  human  sexuality  has  arisen  in  the 
recent  past  and  phenomena  ranging  from  cross- 
dressing to  altering  one's  sex  by  undergoing  every- 
thing from  hormone  therapy  toradical  surgery  are 
becoming  increasingly  popular.  In  an  effort  to  un- 
derstand and  assist  in  this  revolution,  studies  are 
now  being  devoted  to  this  fascinating  area  of  life- 
style research. 


Leading  Researchers,  SexTherapists,  Educators, 
Prostitutes,  Sex  Toy  Designers,  Sex  Surro- 
gates, Transsexuals,  Criminologists,  Clergy, 
and  MORE... 

Bonnie  Bullough,  R.N.  Ph.D. 

Vern  L.  Bullough,  R.N.,  Ph.D. 

Marilyn  A.  Fithian,  Ph.D. 

William  E.  Hartman,  Ph.D. 

Randy  Sue  Klein,  Ph.D. 


Crossdressing, 
Sex  & Gender 

by  Vern  L.  Bullough  & 

Bonnie  Bullough 

30  years  of  research  in  the  field  of  gender 
dysphoria  offers  new  groundbreaking  theory 
as  the  Bulloughs  search  for  explanations  of 
crossdressing  and  female  impersonation. 
Destined  to  become  a classic  in  its  field. 


#437 


#436 


#125 


$3495 


IFGE  Audio  Library 


Gender  Talk: 

Episodes  of  Nancy  Nangeroni's 

HIT  TALK  SHOW  ON  CASSETTE 

"Transgender"- 

2 episodes  of  Nancy  Nangeroni's  hit 
talk  show  with  Minne  Bruce  Pratt, 
Leslie  Feinberg  and  Kate  Bornstein 

(#  220) $9.95 

"Crossdressing" 

2 episodes  of  Nancy's 
hit  talk  show 

(#  221) $9.95 


"Intersexuality" 

with  Cheryl  Chase  & Dr.  Anne 
Fausto-Sterling. 

(#  222) $9.95 

"CDs  Partners" 

From  Nancy  Nangeroni's 
Hit  Gender  Talk  Program 

(#au224)....$9.95 

"Spirituality" 

From  Nancy  Nangeroni's 
Hit  Gender  Talk  Program 

(#au223)....$9.95 


(audio) 

TS  Man 

James  Green 
Cassette 

(#au240  )...$9.95 

(audio) 

Girl  Talk 

Compact  Disk 

(#cd148  )...$19.95 
(#au148  )... $14.95 


New  Release  From  IFGE 
Play  to  Win 

Pamela  Davis:  The  Best  CD  done  in  and 
for  our  community.  Must  have!! 


<#cd232) 

$12.95 


Look  Before  Crossing 


audio 

(#au233  )...$!  7.00 


Crossdressing 
with  Dignity 

The  Case  for 

Transcending  Gender  Lines 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.D 

"Can  a man  transcend  gender  lines  and 
maintain  self-worth  and  dignity?"  800 
CDs  surveyed  by  the  author  of  My 
Husband  Wears  My  Clothes.  Addresses 
conflicts  and  provides  solutions. 


Crossdressers 
And  Those  Who 
Share  Their 
Lives 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.D 

Indispensable  insights  and  advice  for 
CDs  and  their  partners. 


My  Husband 
Wears 
My  Clothes 

by  Peggy  Rudd,  Ed.D 

"Clothes  don't  make  the  man,"  has  never  had 
greater  meaning.  Dr.  Rudd,  wife  of  a CD, 
writes  with  emotion.  Her  credibility  comes 
from  her  educational  background. 


#42 


#159 


#31 


$-j295  s-j  495  $-|  400 
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How  to  be  a Woman 
Though  Male 


by  Virginia  Prince 


#23 


The  Cross  Dresser  />  aa 

and  His  Wife  $1  "/OO 

by  Virginia  Prince  #21  I 


Understanding 

Crossdressing 

by  Virginia  Prince 


#22 


$-1 000 


f TV  FICTION  CLASSICS] 

ALWAYS  A 
"BRIDESMAID" 

* 1A»®»  THOMAS  AMLKAnON 
fO  IwUW 
CASKTOAMO  UAOS  CA 

"ALWAYS  A, 
BRIDESMAID" 

SUDDENLY  A SISTER 
SUDDENLY  A DAUGHTER 


"THE  FRILL  OF  IT  ALL!" 


IFGE 

is  proud  to  announce 
that  we  are  Now 
a distributor  of  the 
Sandy  Thomas 
Novellettes. 


Video  Library 


Dr.  Menard 
Surgery  Video 

Excellent  video  of  the 
MTF  and  FTM 
lower  surgery. 


$-|  500 


Scent 

UVA  Butch 

by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips 
1 VHS  videocassette  30  minutes. 

#V1211 

$30°° 


GENDER  101 

An  r<>d»x*Ho«  to  tlx  ok^kc 
otitic  Toju\*en/lotvit 


Gender 

101 


An  Introduction  to  the  Nature  of 
theTransgendered;  a video  produced  by  IFGE. 
Through  the  shared  experiences  of  individu- 
als in  the  gender  community,  the  viewer  gains 
understanding  of  the  transgendered. 

1 VHS  videocassette  40  minutes. 


#150 


$2Q95 


Art  & Illusion: 

Art  & Illusion: 

Basic  Makeup  Video 

by 

jo  Ann  Roberts 

Tricks  & Tips  Video 

(#136) 

$30.00 

(#104) 

$30.00 

What  Sex  Am  I ? 

Directed  by  Lee  Crant 

This  film  explores  all  aspects  of  gender  iden- 
tity: male-to-female  and  a female-to-male 
transsexual  and  cross-dressing. 

VHS  videocassette.  „ 

# 


Metamorphosis: 
Man  Into  Woman 

A documentary  following  Gary  through 
a two  year  transition  into  Gaby.  Featured 
on  PBS.  58  min.  VHS  videocassette. 

#102 


Husbands  & Wives, 
Best  Friends  & Lovers 

Face-to-face  discussions  with  crossdressers  and  their 
wives  & partners  as  they  explain  how  they  deal  with 
crossdressing  in  their  relationships.  1 VHS 
videocassete,  83  minutes,  produced  by  Donna 
Mobley. 

#101 


$4995  $3995  $2995 


Video  Library 


Girl  Talk  Gender  Identity 


"Melanie  Speaks" 

On  Developing  a Female 
Voice 

by  Melanie  Ann  Phillips 
This  program  provides  you  with  all  the  steps 
needed  to  find  your  female  voice. A valuable 
tool  for  improving  and  conditioning  your 
new-found  voice.  1 VHS  videocassette  40 
minutes. 


Variations  of  Expression 


Thorough  explanation  of  transgenderism, 
filmed  in  a college  classroom.  Noted  sexolo- 
gist, Dr.  Jayne  Thomas,  herself  a transsexual, 
and  Professor  Toby  Green  are  joined  by  5 
"living  experts"  who  have  and  are  dealing 
with  this  real  life  adjustment  problem. 

#203 


All  dressed  Up 
And 

No  Place 
To  Go 


#v1210 


Dr.  Biber  Video 

MTF  and  FTM  Operation 
#v165..MTF 


#v1 66...FTM 

$30.00 


Fluid  Boundries 

Video 
(#v2  12) 

$30.00 


Speaking 
As  a Woman 

by  Alison  Laing 

#103 


Ladylike 

Deportment 

by  Paula  Iordan  Sinclair 

#204 


The 

Operation 

(video) 

Eugene  Schrang's  slide  presentation 
on  the  "sex  change"  operation. 

#160 


Publications 


Art  & Illusion  Vol.  1 

Face  & Hair 
(#026) 

$15.00 

Art  & Illusion  Vol.  2, 

Fashion  & Style 
(#040) 

$15.00 

by 

Jo  Ann  Roberts 


Transsexual  Survival 
Guide  1 

To  Transition  & Beyond 
JoAnn  Altman  Stringer 

(#041)  $15.00 

Ladylike 

Magazine 

(#LL) 

mm  $10.00 

Transsexual  Survival 
Guide  2 

For  Family,  Friends 
and  Employers 
by  JoAnn  Altman  Stringer 

(#117)  $10.00 

Transsexual 
News  And 
Telegraph 

(#TN) 

$10.00 

Monarch 

Magazine 

(#MN) 

$10.00 

ID  Management  for 
the  Transsexual 

Dallas  Dennyi#  154)...$!  5.00 


Speaking  as  a Woman 

by  Alison  Liang 

(#029)  $10.00 


... MOM , I NEED 
TO  BE  A GIRL 


Out' 

Trans 

Children 


Our  Trans 
Children 
Pamphlet 


from  PFLAG 

$100 

#460 


Pi  ns  ^T-Shirts^  Sweatshirts 


Transsexual  Menace  T-Shirts $19 

Transsexual  Menace  Sweatshirts... $37 
Gender  Pac  T-Shirts $19 

$2.00  ea.  goes  to  Gender  Pac 


.95 

.95 

.95 


Order  Now 


Miss  Vera's  Finishing  School 

for 

Boys  Who  Want  to  be  Girls 

Tips,  Tales  & Teachings  from  the  Dean  of  the  World's  First 
Cross-Dressing  Academy 

by  Veronica  Vera 


A thoroughly  entertaining  yet  surprisingly  wise  romp  through  the  world 
of  cross-dressing  in  all  of  its  many  faces  of  pleasure.  In  this  beautifully 
presented  lovingly  illustrated  work  (with  many  bold  and  fun  photos)  , 
Miss  Vera  succeeds  inbringing  out  the  best  and  most  fun  aspects  of 
crossdressing,  while  paying  significant  attention  to  emotional  and 
spiritual  development  issues. 


Mailing  Information  & Order  Form 

Name: 

Code# 

Product  Titles 

Price 

Address 

Zip+4 

Member  Type  (if  applicable) 

Student/Lower  Income Basic Supporting Benefactor Life 
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ROBIN  LYNN 
(PA-P-M5822-K9226-82) 

40,  BI-CD  withTS  possibility,  blonde, 
blue  eyes.  Love  to  dress  to  impress. 
Been  out  one  year;  loving  it!  Drink, 
smoke,  party.  Wish  to  meet  CD/TS/ 
GG,  select  males,  clean  and 
discreet.  Only  go  around  once,  so 
let's  do  as  we  wish.  Love.  Photo 
nice. 


country.  Also  enjoy  motorcycle 
riding,  along  with  feminine  fashion, 
especially  silk  and  satin.  Would  like 
to  correspond  with  other  CDs  and 
accepting  females.  Will  answer  all. 


ELLENS. 

(PA-P-M5319-K1 101 1-82) 

SWM,  46,  BI-TV.  Been  crossdress- 
ing since  my  teens.  Like  to  be  out  of 
the  closet  more,  but  fear  I would  not 
pass.  Like  to  write  & meet  otherTV/ 
TS/CDs  for  friendship  or  relation- 
ship. Love  wigs,  makeup  & being 
feminine.  Discreet.  Will  try  to  answer 
all. 


DIANE  DALE 
(PA-P-M4229-K71 36-84) 


Member  Renaissance,  attend  Para- 
dise in  the  Poconos;  MWM,  hetero. 
Enjoy  music,  photography,  shop- 
ping, aviation,  and  clubbing.  Wife 
tolerant  but  not  participating.  Have 
a relatively  normal  life-style.  Dress 
only  a few  times  a year.  Love  to  have 
fun,  but  nothing  too  extreme.  Will 
answer. 


JAMIE  LYNN 

(PA-P-M5944-K1 2969-83) 

Single,  pre-op  TS,  40s,  5'1 0”,  150. 
Looking  for  special  friendship.  Love 
the  arts  and  all  things  feminine. 
Enjoy  art  museums  and  disco  clubs. 
Can  travel  northern  MD,  DE, 
eastern  and  central  PA.  Response 
limited  to  GGs  and  other  TGs. 


D.  MCKAY 

(PA-P-M4296-K881 7-85) 
MbrTri-Ess,  Erie  Sisters,  founder  of 
Travelers  Express,  a central  PA 
group  of  confident,  1 00%  public,  out 
folks.  NOT  CROSS  norTRANS  nor 
a woman  thing,  rather  self-accep- 
tance as  being  uniquely  YOU. 
Single,  progressive,  hetero 
'Dresser.'  GGs  always  welcome.  Be 
All  and  Riverside  attendant.  Femme 
photo  gets  response.  Accept  and 
enjoy  who  you  are  without  shame. 


JEAN  STEWART 
(PA-M6340-K1 4301-82) 

Genetic  girl,  hetero,  34,  135,  5’6". 
I'd  like  to  correspond  with  a CD  male 
for  mutual  understanding  of  our 
feminine  selves  & to  develop  a 
close,  loyal,  trusting  friendship 
which  could  grow  into  long-term, 
intimate,  proven  relationship.  I need 
genuine,  open,  honest  sincerity  & 
mutual  respect. 


CHARLES  M. 

(PA-M4774-K1 0509-82) 

SW  M-F  hetero  CD,  5'1 0”,  260,  Mbr 
TCNE.  Like  to  help  hetero  F2M  CDs 
discuss  men’s  traditions  during 
weekend  meetings  in  PA  Poconos, 
ABE  area  or  Central  N J.  Helps  if  you 
like  Japanese  & Chinese  cuisine. 


MARGO  E. 

(PA-M6496-K1 4465-83) 

Mid-50s,  recently  retired  executive. 
Able  to  travel.  Play  golf  all  over  the 


JANET  H. 


(PA-M6714-K1 896-85) 

Very  lovely,  submissive,  petite  TV, 
DNA  test  showed  I have  totally 
female  genes.  5’3”,  133,  40s.  I love 
to  travel,  host,  dress  publicly,  beach, 
cruises,  photography,  posing, 
lingerie.  Am  very  loving,  affectionate. 
I desire  loving  man  ot  take  charge 
TV  to  fulfill  all  my  female  needs. 


MICHELLE  P 
(PA-M381 3-K3861  -85) 

SW  Bl  TV,  30s,  Tall  (6'1  ”).  Adore 
femininity.  Looking  for  others  to 
share  interests.  Love  photography, 
travel  and  the  Autumn.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  TV/TS,  men  and 
women.  Please  respond  with  letter 
and  photo.  Let’s  party! 

TRACY 

(PA-M6604-K1 4944-83) 

ISO  Bl  CD,  MtF,  TV.TS  for  meetings, 
intimate  or  otherwise.  I am  40  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes,  1 80#.  Amateur  pho- 
tographer. Amateur  dresser.  Have 
many  fantasies  - yours?  Send  lin- 
gerie photo  if  possible.  Harrisburg 
area.  Central  Florida  annually  (Jan 
+ Feb).  No  'money  come  ons’ 
please. 


PUERTO  RICO 

VANESSA  DIANES 
(PR-M5582-K1 2287-89) 

DWM,  Hispanic,  34,  5'12”,  bilingual 
professional.  Closet  CD  (limited 
experience),  very  shy  (live  with 
conservative  parents),  but  able  to 
meet  you  and  travel  any  time.  Love 
sports  (SCUBA),  makeup  and 
lingerie.  Seek  supportive  GG 
(preferred)  orTV/TS  to  help  with  my 
femininity.  Must  be  discreet.  Will 
answer  all. 

RHODE  ISLAND 


VANESSA  MURRAY 
(RI-M4696-K1 0385-90) 
48-year-old  M CD  in  a wonderful 
relationship  with  enthusiastic  lady. 
Mgr.  of  book  sales  for  IFGE.  Stop  in 
to  America's  first  transgender  book- 
store so  we  can  meet  and  chat.  My 
spouse  and  I send  you  peace  and 
love. 


ALISON  LAING 
(RI-P-M1 242-K0733-99) 
Co-Founder,  past  National  Director 
of  Renaissance.  Chairperson  of  the 
Outreach  Institute  of  Gender  Stud- 
ies, Director  Fantasia  Fair  ’94,  '95, 
Ms.  Fantasia  Fair  ’92.  Mbr  of  AEGIS 
Board  of  Directors.  Trinity  Award 
1 994.  Interested  in  Native  American 
traditions  & community  building  as 
related  to  transgenderism.  Love  fine 
dining,  good  wine,  art,  crafts,  an- 
tiques, theatre  & travel. 


PATRICIA  LYNN  ROSS 
(RI-P-M5499-K3302-88) 

Pre-op  M to  FTS.  Full  time  female. 
Romantic  optimist.  Will  correspond 
with  pre-transition  sisters,  offer  per- 
spective and  support.  Member/Sec- 
retary MORF?  Rl’s  TG  support 
group.  Support  Youth  Pride  Rl. 


KENDRA  G. 

(RI-P-M6165-K1 3549-84) 

BI-CD,  37, 5’9”,  1 45,  divorced  (5  yrs) 
single,  strongTS  feelings  at  times.  I 
love  the  classic  Vargas  girl  look.  I 
would  like  to  meet  another  BI-CD 
or  TS  to  establish  solid  friendship 
evolving  into  a long  term  relation- 
ship. 

ANDREA  K. 

(RI-M1 771 -K1 934-83) 

5’ 10”,  170,  brown  eyes,  long  brown 
hair,  semi-androgynous.  Interested 
in  Sci-Fi.  investing,  metaphysics, 
part-time  computer  buff,  dressing  up 
full  time  as  a woman.  I want  to  meet 
other  TV/CD/TSs  and  talk  about 
things  like  lingerie,  high  heels,  ho- 
siery, makeup  and  being  known  and 
treated  as  a woman. 

KAREN  REEVES 
(RI-M631 4-K401 5-81 ) 

SWM , TV,  5’7”  1 20,  shoulder  length 
hair.  I love  being  Karen.  Fortunately 
very  passable  and  go  out  often. 
Desire  relationship  with  understand- 
ing tall  GG,  also  MtF.  Let’s  share 
wardrobe,  better  yet  switch  clothes 
and  gender  roles!  Love  to  answer 
all! 


TENNESSEE 


JAMIE  CORNETT 
(TN-P-M2335-K3037-84) 

Sbi-CD,  5’1 1”,  145.  Love  being  a 
redhead  & en  femme.  Understand- 
ing and  open-minded.  Will  answer 
all  Request  photo. 


LIZ  FONTAINE 
(TN-P-M247 1 -K3494-82) 

Loving,  lifelong  crossgendered  TV, 
MWM,  seek  pen  pals  for  sharing 
thoughts  and  feelings,  childhood 
experiences  and  photos.  Passable, 
trim,  5’8”,  10-12, 40s,  brunette  (own 
hair).  Especially  fond  of  hairstyling, 
lingerie  and  sleep  wear,  makeup,  girl 
talk,  and  all  things  feminine.  Answer 
all,  request  photo. 


LORA  M. 

(TN-P-M61 62-K3579-84) 

CD,  TG,  41,  blond,  green  eyes,  6’. 
Enjoy  everything  feminine,  hair, 
makeup,  clothes,  lingerie,  dining  out, 
movies,  going  out  and  having  fun.  I 
would  like  to  meet  women,  CDs, 
TSs  and  men  in  my  area  for  friend- 
ship. No  nude  photos,  please. 


KARENT. 

(TN-P-M3039-K4983-82) 

DWM,  CD,  50s,  5’1 1 ”,  135.  Open- 
minded,  interested  in  most  things. 
Would  like  to  meet  with  other  CDs 
and  admirers  living  nearTennessee. 
Photo  appreciated. 


TONI  ALEXANDRA  EVOLA 
(TN-P-M6102-K61 20-83) 

Pre-op  M2FTS,  25, 5'9”,  1 35,  brown/ 
brown.  Mbr  IFGE.  Degreed  profes- 
sional. working  in  the  health  care  in- 
dustry. Interests  include  the  arts,  travel, 
fashion,  culture,  and  writing.  Seeking 
long-term  relationship  with  pre-/post- 
opTS  possessing  qualities.  Request 
photo  and  letter. 


TEXAS 


LAURA  TAYLOR 
(TX-P-M1254-K1 408-82) 

CD,  about  5'9”,  1 70.  Just  love  my  time 
dressed  and  made  up  as  a woman. 
Love  to  meet  and  write  to  other  CDs. 
Oft  lots  of  weekdays  for  dress  up 
sessions,  shopping,  lunch,  etc. 


CASEY  COLE 
(STX-P-M1907-K21 96-87) 

SWM  hetero  CD,  47,  Austin,  Texas 
area,  Cofounder  of  Austin  Second 
Image.  Active  in  CD  social  support  for 
fifteen  years.  Mbr  ASI,  ETVC.  At- 
tended every  Texas  T Party.  Person- 
ally answer  ASI  hot  line  Wed.  7-9  pm. 


DANIELLE  NOELM. 

(TX-M2691 -K4242-83) 

Mature,  attractive  MWM,  retired,  5'1 1". 
Ht/wt  proportionate.  Would  like  corre- 
spondence from  CD  and  TGs  in  S. 
Texas  area  interested  in  organizing 
and  participating  in  a social/support 
group  for  monthly  get  togethers  and 
social  activities  in  a secure  environ- 
ment. Replies  confidential. 


PHYLLIS  RANDOLPH  FRYE 
(TX-P-M2940-K4963-99) 

Mbr  of  GCTC.  Organizer  of  first  In- 
ternational Conference  on  Transgen- 
der Law  & Employment  Policy.  Out 
of  closet  & successful  transgendered 
attorney.  Like  helping  people  out  of 
closets,  fighting  myths  & stereotypes. 
Will  speak  on  TG  issues.  It  isn't  76, 
this  is  the  '90s.  Come  out!  You're  an 
OK  person.  Don't  put  up  with  the  guilt 
& shame  lie. 

JANET  MARIE  B. 
(TX-M2772-K4605-83) 

New  to  the  CD  world,  but  have  been 
one  forever.  Just  cracking  open  the 
door  and  looking  for  advice,  under- 
standing, and  most  of  all,  friendship. 
Wish  to  Explore  newly  acknowl- 
edged emotions  and  feelings  with 
caring  people. 

TERRI  G. 

(TX-M1 738-K1 901  -82) 

SWM,  57'',  165.  Hobbies  computers 
and  music.  Closet  TV.  Would  like  to 
improve  appearance.  Interested  in 
hormones  and  how  to  increase  breast 
development,  and  in  MtF  surgery. 

JAN  N. 

(TX-M5402-K427 1 -83) 

Pre-op  TS  in  mid-30s,  enjoy  all  as- 
pects of  being  feminine.  Interested 
in  hearing  from  men,  women,  and 
other  TSs  who  have  an  interest  in 
special  girls  like  me.  Open  to  long 
term  relationship.  Appreciate  all  as- 
pects of  relationships. 


LIANA  JAMES 
(TX-P-M2949-K5062-82) 

Interests  include  photography,  com- 
puters, travel  and  having  fun!  I will 
answer  all  who  write. 

NANCY  BAKER 
(TX-P-M3186-K61 09-83) 

Mbr  B&P  & ASI.  Attended  Texas  T 
Party  '92-'95.  Married  to  loving  & sup- 
portive wife  who  helps  with  wardrobe 
selection  & overall  look.  Interested  in 
meeting  others  for  socializing  & con- 
versation. Enjoy  corresponding  with 
others  who  have  experienced  or  are 
interested  in  forced  crossdressing  & 
petticoat  punishment. 

WENDY  ROSE  CAMPBELL 
(TX-M541 1 -K5233-84) 

SWM,  pre-op  TS,  6’,  175.  On  hor- 
mones since  1987.  Living  full  time 
as  a woman  since  1994.  Interests: 
computers,  cooking,  dancing,  travel 
and  c/w  music.  Grad.  Cornell  and 
Cordon  Bleu.  Paris.  Wish  to  corre- 
spond/meet otherTS/TG  in  Corpus 
Christi  area. 


PC. 

(TX-P-M3628-K7533-83) 

Divorced  hetero  lifelong  CD.  My 
community  doesn't  understand  or 
accept  me.  Would  like  to  hear/meet 
friends  or  sisters  in  Central  Texas. 
Are  you  as  lonely  with  your  true  self 
as  I am.  Please  write. 


JOHN  C. 

(TX-P-M4603-K1 01 06-82) 

SWM,  5'10,  175,  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  educated,  understanding  of 
gender  issues.  Seek  feminine,  pass- 
able pre-op  TS  or  other  TG  person 
21-45  for  quality  relationship.  Will- 
ing to  correspond  or  travel  to  meet 
those  interested.  Photo,  phone  num- 
ber appreciated. 


& 


LEEG. 

(TX-P-M4622-K1 0161  -86) 

Central  Texas  TG.  Member  of  Aus- 
tin Second  Image.  Interests  are  an- 
drogynous everyday  dressing,  long 
distance  motorcycle  touring,  the 
Gender  Forum  on  America  on  Line. 
Interested  in  meeting  others  of  a like 
mind  and  interests.  Catch  me  on-line. 


TOMMIE  LYNN  M. 
(TX-P-M5260-K1 1678-86) 

Hetero  male,  CD,  41.  Graduated 
Texas  A&M  1 980.  Work  in  electronic 
research  and  development.  Fully 
dress  for  Metroplex  CD  Club  meet- 
ings; partially  at  home.  Enjoy  pho- 
tography, R&R,  Star  Trek.  Corre- 
spondence is  welcome. 


BETTIE  ANN  A. 

(TX-P-M5616-K1 0064-84) 

Mbr  Delta  Omega,  Irving,  Texas. 
Hetero,  62,  5'9, 150,  widower.  Wife 
was  supportive.  Crossdressing 
since  age  12.  I prefer  living  as  a 
woman  most  of  my  free  time.  Enjoy 
going  out.  Passable?  No  one  has 
said  anything,  & I never  asked.  I'm 
just  an  older  woman. 


PAMELA  MARTIN 
(TX-P-M6008-K8649-83) 

TG,  Bl,  50, 5'8”,  1 30,  size  9.  Live  alone, 
en  femme.  I’m  interested  in  all  things 
intimate,  feminine,  loving,  mystical.  I 
like  candle  light,  music,  cuddling, 
camping.  I want  to  correspond  and 
exchange  photos  with  like-minded 
people.  Peace  and  love  to  you. 


JANA  CLARK 
(TX-P-M6060-K1 3209-83) 

CD,  40s,  5'9”,  160.  Started  dressing 
again  after  years  of  suppressed  feel- 
ings. Interested  in  hearing  from  attrac- 
tive, fern-looking  TV  or  pre-op  TS  to 
share  experiences  with  and  possibly 
help  me  find  my  true  inner  self.  Photo 
appreciated.  What's  your  story? 


KATE  STEELE 
(TX-P-M6071-K1 3237-87) 

Central  Texan,  lifelong  CD,  partly 
out.  ASl.TexasT  '96. Seeking  more 
opportunities  to  express  myself, 
more  friends  in  our  community, 
more  info  about  this  life  and  how  to 
dress  for  it.  Welcome  correspon- 
dence, contacts,  socializing.  Enjoy 
books,  music,  motorcycling. 


LAURA  DEJUNEU 
(TX-P-M6457-K1 4620-83) 

Friends  neededITG,  on  hormones, 
seeking  females,  TV/TS/CDs, 
males,  for  socializing,  support  and 
adventures.  Enjoy  going  out  to  par- 
ties, shopping,  dinner,  etc.  I'm  fun- 
loving,  educated,  affectionate,  and 
have  a good  sense  of  humor.  Also 
seeking  attractive  female  or  TS  for 
intimate  or  long  term  relationship. 


KRISTY  MILLER 
(TX-P-M6231-K1 3740-81) 

SWM  TV,  6'1 ",  31 , 1 90. 1 am  a sen- 
sitive, caring  woman  who  likes  to 
cook,  read  poetry,  and  explore  all 
aspects  of  being  a woman.  I always 
portray  a feminine  image.  Like  to 
correspond  and  meet  with  like- 
minded  individuals. 

DARLENE  E. 

(TX-M581 1 -K0239-82) 

Divorced.  Stepping  out  of  the  closet 
in  miniskirts  and  high  heels.  Would 
love  to  help  start  a CD  club  in  NE 
TX.Will  answer  all  letters.  Mbr  IFGE, 
Metro-Plex  CD  Club. 


DELVIAV. 

(TX-) 

I ADORE  "Fern  Attirement  & Allure- 
ment’. Enjoy  Communicating  with  like 
people.  Live  with  my  wife  while  work- 
ing & enjoying  music,  art  illustrating, 
writing  and  love  ...  living  ...  more  & 
more  as  a 'proper  lady".  Welcome 
conversations  and  correspon- 
dences. Desire  to  eventually  move 
to  a more  free  and  warm  arid  climate! 

CINDY  LOVELESS 
(TX-M6339-K1 4297-86) 

I am  looking  for  sisters  in  east  and 
central  Texas  for  correspondence 
and  possible  meeting.  Me:  43  MWM 
lifelong  CD.  Enjoy  cooking,  sewing, 
shopping. 


VIRGINIA 


JAYNE  MACK 
(VA-M1206-K0748-84) 

WM,  Bl,  50s.  Feminine  side  been  clos- 
eted too  long.  Now  eager  to  learn  and 

(experience  all.  Would  love  to  hear  from 
sisters,  women  and  men  who  can 
help.  Love  books,  writing,  jazz,  com- 
puters and  sexy  lingerie. 


) SHEILA W. 

(VA-P-M2276-K2832-82) 

40,  6',  190,  green  eyes.  Interested 
in  photography,  exchanging  photos. 
Try  to  be  a good  correspondent,  not 
always  successful.  Enjoy  meeting 
others.  Always  trying  to  be  better. 
Advice  welcome. 


HEIDI  ANN  COBART 
(VA-P-M2522-K3686-89) 

New  to  Sanford/  Lake  Mary.  Very 
feminine  and  passable,  extremely  Bl- 
curious.  Seeking  friendship,  play- 
mate. Would  love  to  hear  from  pass- 
: able  CD/TSs  and  BI-GGs.  Very 
spontaneous  and  playful.  Your  letter 
with  photo  and  phone  will  get  imme- 
diate response.  Let's  explore  the 
possibilities! 

DON  C. 

(VA-M4284-K1 425-84) 

DC-metro  area  Asian  male  looking 
for  a special  lady  to  spend  quality 
time  with.  Good  sense  of  humor,  like 
to  enjoy  life.  Gentleman,  always. 
Looking  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

MELINDA  C. 

(VA-M5236-K1 1639-82) 

SWM,  6'  1 ",  52,  TV  for  35+  years.  Still 
in  the  closet,  but  have  been  out  once 
and  it  was  wonderful.  Will  be  joining 
Tri-Ess  soon.  Hope  to  meet  and  cor- 
respond with  other  sisters! 

SEANNAHIDEGARD 
(VA-M5956-K851 8-86) 

Married  CD,  hetero,  non-approving 
wife.  Would  like  to  be  in  touch  with  oth- 
ers in  my  area  in  same  circumstances. 
Love  lingerie  most.  Very  closeted. 


DANIELLE  MEADOWS 
(VA-P-M5455-K1 061 9-83) 

Enjoy  writing  to  other  sisters;  I'm  in 
lifelong  transition  looking  for  lifelong 
friendships.  I'm  5'8",  133,  TS,  and 
pass  without  problems.  Enjoy  lying 
on  beach  in  bikini,  hiking  in  moun- 
tains, canoeing,  going  to  movies 
(sci-fi)  and  Native  American  music. 
Spiritual  vegetarian. 


JUNE  GRILLS 
(VA-M6124-K1 3407-83) 

MWM  CD  5’1 1 ” 1 75,  retired.  Explor- 
ing fern  side.  Wife  supportive.  Have 
socialized  en-femme  with  otherTG 
friends.  Hobbies  are  sailing  and 
classic  cars.  Love  all  things  feminine 
and  desire  correspondence  and 
meeting  others  with  similar  interests. 
All  letters  answered  promptly. 


ANDIE  LEE 

(VA-M6336-K1 4284-82) 

SWM,  40-ish,TG,  possibleTS.  5’9”, 
140,  size  8.  Happy,  well  adjusted, 
positive  outlook.  Living  full  time  as  a 
lady.  Recently  returned  to  USA  af- 
ter many  years  abroad.  Wish  to  meet 
TGs  for  friendship  and  possible  ro- 
mance. 


CINDYWILLIAMS 
(VA-P-M6422-K1 4762-83) 

TV,  separated,  40s,  intelligent,  edu- 
cated, unpretentious,  very  consid- 
erate. Confidently  looking  for  new 
life/career.  Male,  yet  feminine;  lov- 
ing, sensitive,  submissive.  Sincerely 
seek  to  build  togetherness,  serve, 


share  life  with  intelligent,  assertive, 
yet  gentle,  loving  woman.  I need  to 
give  love  and  be  loved. 

VERMONT 

JOAN  MARIE  L. 
(VT-M0528-K0340-87) 

SWM,  hetero  CD,  40,  6',  full-figured. 
Love  to  shop  for  music.  Like  cooking, 
Sci-Fi  fantasy,  & travel.  Real  passion 
for  lingerie,  esp.  bras,  panties,  teddies, 
slips,  girdles,  hosiery  & heels.  Wish  to 
correspond  with  TGs. 

CLARISSA  LYNN  MICHAELS 
(VT-M4760-P1 0702-82) 

MWM.  51 1 My  wife  of  25+  years  is 
genuinely  supportive  and  comfortable 
with  all.  I've  been  dressing  with  varied 
intensity  since  early  teens.  Not  very 
passable,  but  enjoy  getting  and  being 
dressed.  Looking  for  sisters  to  share 
and  visit  with.  Confidentiality  assured. 
Will  answer  all. 


WASHINGTON 


BARBARA  BARRETT 
(WA-P-M0258-K0560-83) 

Mbr  NWGA,  Emerald  City.  5’10”, 
160  CD.  Like  music,  fashion,  mov- 
ies, camping,  meeting  sisters.  Have 
supportive  SO.  Comfortable  with 
myself.  Value  friendship,  honesty, 
sincerity,  discretion.  Enjoy  small 
social  get-togethers  & CD  events. 
New  to  Olympic  Peninsula  area.  Will 
answer. 

ANN  J. 

(WA-M5800-K1 2775-85) 

Widower,  mid-60s,  mbr  Emerald 
City,  IFGE.  Attended  my  first  event, 
Esprit  '97.  Looking  forward  to  many 
more.  Enjoy  travel,  boating  and  avia- 
tion. Interested  in  developing  friend- 
ships with  other  CD/TSs  and  ac- 
cepting women  who  would  enjoy 
sharing  common  interests. 


LORRIET. 

(WA-P-M4057-K7891  -82) 

MWM,  49.  10.  CD  with  supportive 
wife  wishes  to  correspond  with  oth- 
ers. Very  much  want  to  make  friends 
and  dress  one-on-one  with  other 
CDs  in  OR/WA.  Not  looking  for  sex, 
just  good  friends.  Please  write  and 
I’ll  respond.  Photo  appreciated.  Let’s 
enjoy  our  feminine  selves  together. 


STACI  ELAINE  DAVIS 
(WA-P-M4919-K1 0876-84) 
Feminine,  DSWM  lesbian  TV.  Love 
beauty  in  nature,  music,  feminine  & 
caring  relationships.  I am  a smoker, 
6',  220.  Love  shopping  & wearing 
all  the  things  that  other  women  do.  I 
like  to  read  Transgender,  Woman 
Talk  & watch  daytime  soaps. 


CHRISTINE  ADAMES 
(WA-P-M6442-K4406-83) 

Mbr  Emerald  City,  34,  with  under- 
standing SO.  Passable.  Enjoy  both 
contemporary  and  Victorian  fash- 
ions. Would  like  to  attend  more  pub- 
lic events  and  small  social  gather- 
ings. I also  like  sailing,  biking,  na- 
ture, music,  dancing,  making 
friends.  Would  like  to  hear  from  sis- 
ters in  the  northwest  and  England. 
Peace! 


WASHINGTON  D.C. 

SHEILA  B. 

(DC-M381 0-K7721  -81 ) 

Meet  me  in  the  closet,  that’s  where 
the  clothes  are.  Lifelong 
crossdresser  and  lingerie  lover 
wishes  to  encounter  her  mirror 
image;  a married  BI-TV  interested 
in  a confidential  and  mutually 
satisfying  friendship. 


TORI  WHITE 

(DC  6409-K1 4624-84)  I am  36, 6’1 ", 
156lbs,  just  started  to  explore  my 
feminine  side  with  the  help  of  a 
supporting,  enthuisastic  lady.  Would 
like  to  meet  other  couples  and 
singles  for  going  out  and  sharing 
interests,  including  sports,  writing 
and  travel. 

WISCONSIN 

SHANNON  D. 

(WI-M5526-K1 1487-81) 

SWM,  32,  who  has  strong  TS  feel- 
ings seeks  pre-  or  post-op  TSs  as 
big  sisters  to  tenderly  and  discreetly 


guide  me  down  the  road  to  femini- 
zation. Attracted  to  lesbian  TSs. 
Eventually  seek  to  relocate  to  SF, 
Florida,  or  ?? 


LAVERNE  ATHERTON 
(WI-P-M0529-K1 137-83) 

Pre-op  TS,  57",  160,  blue  eyes, 
brown  or  whatever  color  wig  I de- 
cide to  wear.  Born  August,  1949.  I 
wish  to  write  to  or  talk  to  anyone  who 
wishes  to  write  or  talk  to  me.  My  in- 
terests are  many  and  varied;  WW II 
history,  ’50/60S  music,  classical, 
jazz,  blues,  folk,  rock,  photography, 
model  railroading,  aircraft,  sci-fi, 
Star  Trek,  fiction  and  all  things  femi- 
nine. Will  answer  all. 


FRANCINE  RENAE 
(WI-P-M3263-K6403-82) 

There’s  nothing  more  to  life  than  ev- 
eryday living,  there’s  loving,  sharing, 
hoping,  giving.  I’m  new  at  this,  con- 
stantly learning.  To  meet  my  sisters 
I'm  still  yearning.  I’ve  met  a few,  which 
is  great.  Our  friendship  is  first  rate. 
We  can  be  ourselves,  that  is  true. 
Let’s  correspond  & be  friends,  too. 


TANYA  K. 

(WI-P-M3275-K4933-82) 

MWM,  5’1 0",  1 95,  professional,  col- 
lege grad,  ex-military.  Interests  in- 
clude religion,  family,  music,  and 
aviation.  CD  since  childhood.  Dress 
in  hotel,  but  want  to  go  out.  Family 
does  not  know.  Hope  to  tell  wife.  Like 
elegant  styles  and  classic  business- 
woman look.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
those  with  similar  interests. 

RANDY  D 

(WI-M5124-K1 1175-82) 

DWM,  57”,  120.  Creative  skilled 
craftsman.  Enjoy  woodworking,  art, 
antiques,  auto  racing.  Lifelong  TG 
feelings.  Bl-curious.  Dress  every 
day.  Finally  able  to  be  who  I was 
meant  to  be.  Looking  for  friendships 
or  more  & help  coming  out  from  GG 
orTG.  Entertain  at  home.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. 


CATHY  A.  BROWN 
(WI-P-M3698-K8037-85) 

Single,  5’9",  1 60, 39  and  holding.  Car- 
ing sensitive,  been  CD  since  early 
childhood.  Completely  enjoy  and  am 
proud  of  my  feminine  self.  Would  like 
to  correspond/meet  with  sincere  oth- 
ers for  letter  and  photo  exchange,  girl 
talk,  fashion,  public  outings,  photog- 
raphy & mutual  support. 


LAURA  B. 

(WI-NP-M451 3-K581 4-82) 

5'6”,  1 70,  blue  eyes.  Mbr  Tri-Ess  Chi 
Chapters  Gemini  Gender  Group.  Just 
started  to  go  out  dressed  in  public. 
What  a great  feeling!  Pass  with  no 
problem.  Looking  for  friends  for  out- 
ings to  help  improve  my  femme  self. 
Tired  of  hiding. 


GINAJ. 

(WI-P-M4632-K1 021 4-84) 

Tall,  slender,  1 1 ,TV/TG.  Dressing  and 
being  dressed  since  childhood.  Inter- 
ests include  building,  teaching  English 
as  a second  language,  travel,  fashion 
(I),  modeling  (!!).  Would  love  to  hear 
from  other  TV/TGs,  and  serious,  se- 
cure, marriage-minded  men. 


HEATHER  ANNE  NAPIER 
(WI-P-M5539-K1 21 53-84) 

TS,  mbr  IFGE,  AEGIS,  Renaissance, 
ETVC  and  Tri-Ess.  Progressed  to  full 
time  over  a period  of  nearly  1 0 years; 
hormones  the  last  several.  A tomboy 
with  a tomcat  (we're  “fixed"),  live  qui- 
etly & enjoy  the  outdoors.  Will  share 
stories  of  my  experiences  with  others 
on  this  journey. 


T.R 

(WI-M5003-K8284-84) 

Hi!  Am  a lifelong  crossdresser  eager 
to  integrate  a healthy  masculine  and 
feminine.  Also  want  a stronger  spiri- 
tual life  that  incorporates  both  my  mas- 
culine and  feminine. 


BAHAMAS 


ASHLEY  O'NEILL 
(WI-M6754-K1 1612-85) 

SWM,  Bl.TV,  30s.  Fun-loving,  sensu- 
ous & very  affectionate.  I love  sexy  lin- 
gerie, pretty  make-up,  short  skirts  & 
high  heels.  Seeking  adventurous  & 
passionate  men  who  enjoy  sharing  the 
finer  things  in  life  with  a glamorous  & 
appreciative  lady.  Let's  get  together  & 
find  the  magic! 


VICKY  S. 

(BAHAMAS-P-M4639-K1 0237-83) 
Hi.  I am  Canadian  born  but  lived  in 
the  Bahamas  since  3 weeks  old.  I am 
married  to  a supportive  wife  and  have 
2 supporting  daughters.  Looked  for 
other  TGs  in  the  Bahamas  for  10 
years  w/o  going  to  the  local  papers. 
My  wife  is  fearful  of  it  coming  out  down 
here.  I pretty  much  live  with  an  an- 
drogynous appearance.  I WOULD 
LOVE  TO  HEAR  FROM  ANY  ONE 
INTHE  BAHAMAS,  OR  COMINGTO 
THE  BAHAMAS. 


CANADA 


WYOMING 


VERONICA  B. 

(WY-P-M4969-K71 13-84) 

SWM,  150,  6',  CD.  Love  everything 
feminine.  Enjoy  changing  looks  & try- 
ing new  things.  Like  to  hear  from  open- 
minded,  fun-loving  people  & meet  with 
those  in  my  area. 

GINA  S. 

(WY-M5096-K1 1058-83) 

MWM.  mid-40s,  CD/TG  with  TS  incli- 
nations. Seeking  advice  and  support 
to  achieve  goal  in  coming  out  and  be- 
ing able  to  live  a female  life-style.  Wife 
knows,  trying  to  accept,  but  non-sup- 
portive.  I have  much  to  learn  about  my 
femininity.  Hearing  from  my  sisters 
would  be  a great  help. 

INTERNATIONAL 

AUSTRALIA 


ROBYN  V. 

(CAN-P-M2449-K3392-82) 

Mbr  Gender  Mosaic,  Ottawa,  & 
Xpressions.  Toronto.  HeteroTV,  mar- 
ried, family,  living  SE  Ontario.  Like  the- 
ater, classical  & other  music,  skiing, 
boating.  Love  to  shop,  dine  & enjoy 
others  en  femme.  Travel  to  NYC, 
Toronto,  Ottawa  & other  cities.  Could 
we  get  together  sometime?  Please 
write.  Photos  appreciated. 


PETA  WILSON 

(AUSTRALIA-P-M251 6-K3664-82) 
Aussie  TG:  almost  full-time.  Love  to 
correspond  and  swap  pics.  Interests; 
music,  film,  clothes.  Writer/author  by 
profession. 


KAREN  FOX 

(CAN-P-M3140-K5888-85) 

Mbr  Xpressions.  Been  dressing  since 
a teenager,  now  45.  Like  the  feel  of 
stockings  against  shaved  legs.  Slowly 
getting  the  courage  to  go  shopping  in 
daylight  in  home  town. 


DAWNATRACY 

(CAN-P-M4787-K2066-83) 

Mbr  Xpressions  (Toronto),  Be  All  '92, 


surgery  by  '98,  newspaper  printed  bi- 
ography, Human  Rights  activist,  faced 
problems  head  on,  gained  respect 
with  quiet  pressure.  Try  it!  Music, 
sketching,  photography,  travel,  laugh- 
ter, seek  serious  correspondence, 
long  term  friends,  conversation  bet- 
ter than  copulation. 


home.  Desire  to  meet  someone  (in 
Alberta)  to  help  in  selecting  clothes  & 
makeup  for  a mature  lady. 

GLENDA  T. 

(CAN-M4809-K9040-84) 

Mid-40s,  hetero  CD.  mbr  Cornbury. 
Never  been  out,  but  perhaps . . . Inter- 
ests include  sports,  travel,  musical  the- 
atre. I'd  like  to  meet/write  supportive 
ladies  and  sisters  in  the  Pacific  north- 
west. 

CHRISTINE  B. 
(CAN-P-M4486-K9701  -85) 

Tall,  slim,  blue-eyed  brunette,  hetero 
CD,  early  40s.  Interested  in  intelligent, 
sensitive,  non-sexual  correspondence 
with  anyone  who  is  either  struggling 
or  reveling  in  this  difficult/joyous  con- 
dition/opportunity life  has  presented  to 
those  of  us  who  are  gender  gifted. 


REBECCA  ANN  BENTLEY 
(CAN-M5512-K1 21 55-84) 

6'3".  Love  dressing  up  in  suits,  high 
heels,  stockings,  makeup.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  other  CDs  in  the  Kingston 
area.  Still  looking  to  go  out  in  public 
and  to  parties.  I like  movies,  dancing. 
Sometimes  I go  to  Toronto  and  Ottawa 
to  help  bring  my  feminine  self  out. 


MONICA  C.  MIATELLO 
(CAN-P-M5638-K9601  -81 ) 

MWM,  professional.  Striving  for  full- 
time living  with  understanding  SO. 
Likes;  music,  sports  & making 
friends.  Write  if  you  have  similar 
likes. 


MICHELINE  MONTREUIL 
(CAN-P-M6067-K1 2255-83) 

5’1 1 ",  45.  Wish  to  meet  and  visit  her 
sisters  in  Canada  and  USA,  mainly 
during  summer  and  Christmas  time. 
Like  to  dress,  to  live  and  to  shop  all 
week  as  a woman.  Seeking  new 
friends  to  do  social  activities  together. 
Please  write  me,  I will  answer 


BARBARA H. 

(CAN-P-M6401-K1 4639-82) 
BI-DWM,  mid-60s,  5'10",  well  edu- 
cated. Enjoy  travel,  reading  (eclectic) 
and  classical  music.  Closeted  CD  for 
past  five  years  and  like  dressing  at 


HUNGARIA 


ANDREA  T. 

(HUNGARY-M6425-K1 4778-83) 

I am  a TS  journeying  the  hormones 
induced  MtF  transition  and  enjoying 
every  minute.  Looking  for  like-minded 
gals  to  write,  share.  I am  free  to  visit  or 
to  invite.  Let's  share  our  sisterly  ad- 
venture together. 


MEXICO 


GLADYS  FERNANDEZ 
(MEX-P-M6374-K31 28-82) 

Lifelong  senior  CD  who  passes  well. 
TexasT  and  Fantasia  Fair.  Was  FF  '86 
Ms.  Best  Dresser.  Enjoy  shopping,  the- 
atre, dining  out  and  intelligent  conver- 
sation. Seek  correspondence  with 
other  TVs  and  open-minded,  mature 
men. 

MARIANA 

(MEX-M6382-K1 4369-86) 

Age  60,  bilingual,  professional.  Hetero- 
sexual. married.  My  wife  knows  but  re- 
jects Mariana.  Closet  CD,  love  dress- 
ing, lingerie  and  make-up  but  lack  skill 
and  do  it  alone.  Also  like  classical  mu- 
sic, reading,  aerobics.  Seek  CD  will- 
ing to  write  and  share  experiences  and 
support. 

SWITZERLAND 


CLAUDIA  B. 

(SWITZERLAND-P-M5334-K1 1843- 
81  )TS  interested  in  meeting  otherTG 
sisters  in  USA/Europe.  Love  being 
feminine  and  ladylike.  Often  en  femme 
in  public.  Like  to  correspond  with  other 
Transgender  people. 


Listings  in  the  Directory  of  Transgender  Orga- 
nizations are  carried  as  a public  service  and 
are  tree  to  all  not-for-profit  groups  serving  the 
transgender  community.  Listings  are  as  cur- 
rent and  accurate  as  possible.  If  you  know  of 
a qualifying  group  or  organization  we  are  not 
listing,  or  if  you  are  aware  that  one  has  closed, 
please  write:  Directory  Editor  c/o  Transgender 
Tapestry,  P.O.  Box  229,  Waltham,  MA  02254- 
0229  or  e-mail:  info@ifge.org 

*lndicates  organizations  that  did  not  re- 
spond to  our  last  survey  and  whose  exist- 
ence we  can  not  verify.  These  listings  will 
be  dropped  with  issue  #84,  unless  members 
of  these  organizations  are  urged  to  contact 
us  to  confirm  their  continued  existence. 

INTERNATIONAL  AND  NATIONAL 

TG-friendly  - ABLIED  QUEER:  1517  B.  Mis- 
souri, Houston  TX  77006.  Email: 
james_e@iah.com. 

FTM  - AMERICAN  BOYZ:  Gary  (410)392- 
3640.  E-mail:  FTM-admin@tantalus.clark.net. 

ALL  - AMERICAN  EDUCATIONAL  GENDER 
INFORMATION  SERVICE,  Inc.:  AEGIS,  PO 
Box  33724,  Decatur  GA  30033-0724. 
(770)939-0244  helpline,  FAX  (770)939-1770 
E-mail:  <aegis@mindspring.com>.  Educa- 
tional, mental  health  services  and  support 
group. 


3301,  FAX  (202)332-0207,  TTY  (202)332- 
6219.  It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  gay  and 
lesbian  support  groups.  Write  NGLTF  for  a 
referral  to  someone  near  you. 

ALL  - OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  OF  GENDER 
STUDIES:  OIGS,  126  Western  Ave,  Suite  246, 
Augusta  ME  04330.  Ariadne  Kane,  MEd,  Di- 
rector (207)621-0858.  Programs  for  profes- 
sionals. 

ALL  - RENAISSANCE  EDUCATION  ASSO- 
CIATION: 987  Old  Eagle  School  Rd.,  #719, 
Wayne  PA  19087.  (610)975-9119  (24  hrs). 
Email:  angela@ren.org.  Educational  outreach 
and  support  group. 

CD/TV  - SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF 
(TRI-ESS):  PO  Box  194,  Tulare  CA  93275. 
Email:  TRISINFO@AOL.COM  Educational 
outreach  and  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers.  Write  for  referral  to  local  chap- 
ter. 

TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  c/o  Roni  Lynne 
Soubrette,  104  Quineveree  Ct.,  Castle  Rock 
WA  09611 . Support  group. 

T.O.P.S.  (Transgender  Officers  Protect  & 
Serve):  c/o  Tony  Barreto-Neto  Exec.  Dir.,  321 0 
Tom  Mathews  Rd.,  Lakeland  FL  33809.  Phone 
1-800-761 -TOPS  or  (813)752-9226.  E-mail: 
Tbhawk@aol.com.  Social,  employment,  legal 
support. 


WWW:  http://users.aol.com/jessicaphx/ 
alpha_za.htm.  Support  group. 

‘WINGSPAN:  422  North  4th  Avenue,  Tucson 
AZ  85705.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS  - TAU  UPSILON:  8802  E.  Broadway 
Blvd.  #145,  Tucson  AZ  85710.  Phone: 
(520)296-3472. 

CD/TS/TG  - EVOLVER:  416  E.  22nd  St.,  Tuc- 
son AZ  85713.  (520)  884-0541. 501  C-3  not 
for  profit  organization.  Support  group  . Web: 
http://home.earthlink.net/~evolvere/  e-mail- 
SAndra@aol.com 

TG  - FTM  - DezertBoyz:  meets  in  Tucson  at 
7:00  pm  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
Wingspan  Center.  SO  Contact  Debra  at  520- 
903-1421  ordebra@hwr.arizina.edu.  Website: 
http://members.aol.com/DezertBoyz/ 

ARKANSAS 

‘CD/TS/TG/SO  - DANIELLE'S  GETAWAY:  c / 
o Danielle  Storm,  PO  Box  61,  Jonesboro  AR 
72403-0061.  Support  group. 

CD  - AR  CD  GROUP:  2901  Massard  Rd.,  Ft. 
Smith  AR  72903-5212.  Support  group. 

‘METRO’ON  OF  CATALINA:  Focuses  on  study 
of  the  spiritual  heritage  of  the  Gallae  the 
transgendered  priestesses  of  Cybele  and  Attis. 
Email:  gallae@azstarnet.com. 


FTM  - FEMALE-TO-MALE  INTERNATIONAL: 
5337  College  Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA 
94618.  Education,  outreach. 

ALL  - INTERNATIONAL  CONFERENCE  ON 
TRANSGENDER  LAW  AND  EMPLOYMENT 
POLICY(ICTLEP):  PO  Drawer  1010, 
Cooperstown  NY  13326.  ATTN:  Sharon  Stuart, 
Corresponding  Secretary.  (607)  547-4118. 
Email:  ictlephdq@aol.com.  AOL  Keyword: 
ICTLEP.  Web  site:  www.abmall.com/ictlep. 
Information  source  on  TG  legal  and  policy  is- 
sues. 

ALL  - INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR 
GENDER  EDUCATION:  IFGE,  Box  229, 
Waltham  MA  02254-0229.  (617)899-2212 
FAX  (617)899-5703.  E-mail: 

ifge@world.std.com.  Education,  outreach, 
peer  counseling. 

ALL  - DEAF/HARD  OF  HEARING/SI  - JESS: 
(202)547-9524  (tdd  only).  E-mail: 
1 1 mtanzar@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 

NATIONAL  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  TASK 
FORCE:  2320  17th  Street,  NW,  Washington 
DC  20009-2702.  (202)332-6483  extension 
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ALABAMA 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA:  SERGA,  PO 
Box  16174,  Huntsville  AL  35802.  Michelle 
Steadman,  (205)880-9660.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  RHO  GAMMA  SOUTH: 
SERGA,  PO  Box  66286,  Mobile  AL  36660. 
Lisa  Jackson.  Support  group. 

ALASKA 

CD/TS/SO/MTF/FTM  - ALASKAN  T-PEOPLE: 
PO  Box  670349,  Chugiak  AK  99567-0349. 
Strictly  Social  for  the  whole  family. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  KAPPA:  PO  Box  5392,  Ft. 
Richardson,  AK  99505-0392.  Support  group. 

ARIZONA 

CD/TS  - A ROSE:  PO  Box  1738,  Tempe  AZ 
85280-1738.  (602)  488-0959  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/TG-  GENDER  OUTLAWS:  PO  Box 
55863,  Phoenix  AZ  85078.  (602)  274-9599. 
Hotline,  professional  referrals. 

TRI-ESS  - ALPHA  ZETA  CHAPTER:  PO  Box 
1738,  Tempe  AZ  85280-1738.  (602)  488-0959 


FTM  - Arkansas  Boyz:  AR  Contact:  Garin, 
(501)  443-3184;  Email:  Kwiggin@aol.com 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

FTM  - GENDERQUEER  BOYZZ:  Contact 
Jacob  Hale  e-mail:  Zeroboyjh@aol.com 

TRI-ESS  - ALPHA:  PO  Box  41 1 352,  c/o  Kathy 
Helms,  Eagle  Rock  Station,  Los  Angeles  CA 
90041 . Phone:  (81 8)352-9448.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - CLUB  CHERCHEZ  LA  FEMME:  PO 
Box  10873,  Santa  Ana  CA  92711-0873.  Send 
SASE  for  details.  Private  membership  club. 

‘CD/TS  - ON  THE  SCENE  NIGHT:  Marlayna 
Lacie,  1856  Cherry,  #608,  Long  Beach  CA 
90806.  Parties  and  socials. 

CD/SO  - CROSSDRESSER  HETERO- 
SEXUAL INTERSOCIAL  CLUB:  CHIC,  PO 
Box  8487,  Long  Beach  CA  90808.  (818)  243- 
2442.  Support  group.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.transgender.or/tg/chic 

‘CD/TS  - GENDER  EXPRESSIONS:  PO  Box 
816  Lakewood  CA  90714.  (310)  869-4241. 
Outreach  coordination. 


*CD  - CD  SOCIAL  GROUP:  PO  Box  224, 
Montrose  CA  91021. 

‘SO  - PATHFINDERS:  PO  Box  2973,  Corona 
CA  91718-2973.  Support  group  for  genetic 
women  involved  with  the  gender  community. 

‘IS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Sherri 
Groveman,  4203  Genessee  Ave.,  #103-436, 
San  Diego  CA  92117-4950.  Email: 
<aissg@aol.com>. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - BORN  FREE:  PO  Box  3822  Riv- 
erside CA  925519-3822.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - PSGV  TRANSGENDERED 
SUPPORT:  401  South  Main  Street,  Ste.  104, 
Pomona  CA  91765.  (909)620-8987.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - NEUTRAL  CORNER:  PO  Box 
19008,  San  Diego  CA  92159.(619)685-3696. 
Web:  http://geocities.com/West  Hollywood/ 
Village/4718.  Support  group,  e-mail:  neutral- 
corner@geocities.com 

*TG  - TRANS  ACTION:  PO  Box  632954,  San 
Diego  CA  92163-2954.  Support/advocacy 
group. 

FTM  - UNDER  CONSTRUCTION:  PO.  BOX 
922342,  SYLMAR,  CA  91392-2342,  818-837- 
1904.  CONTACT  JEFF  SHEVLOWITZ  E- 
MAIL:  LITTLESHEVY@JUNO.COM. 

*CD/TS  - PEOPLE  EXPRESSING  ALTERNA- 
TIVE LIFESTYLES:  PEAL,  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Center,  12832  Garden  Grove  Blvd.  #A,  Gar- 
den Grove  CA  92832.  (714)534-0862,  live 
Wed.  8:00-9:30.  Monthly  support  group. 

TRI-S  - TRI-CHI  - TRI  ESS:  PO  Box  194, 
Tulare  CA  93275.  Phone:  (209)688-9246. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF: 
c/o  Carol  Beecroft,  Box  194,  Tulare  CA 
93275.  (209)688-9246.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - ANDROGYNY:  Santa  Monica,  CA. 
Alan  Swink,  (213)962-9175.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/IS  - RAINBOW  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
Gay,  Straight,  Intersex.  Meets  Tuesday  eve- 
nings7-9pm.  Write  Rainbow  Community 
Church,  Visalia  Friends  Meeting  House,  17208 
Ave.  296,  Visalia,  CA,  93291 . 209-627-2727 

CD/TS/SO  - POWDER  PUFFS  OF  ORANGE 
COUNTY  (PPOC):  PO.  Boxl 088,  Yorba  Linda, 
CA  92885.  Voice  714-281-0297 

NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

FTM/SO  - FTM  INTERNATIONAL  Bl- 
MONTHLY:*FTM  TS/TG  - TRANSMALE 
TASKFORCE:  1259  El  Camino  Real,  #151, 
Menlo  Park  CA  94025.  (415)  780-9349.  FTM 
support. 

‘CD/TS  - TRANSGENDER  NATION  SAN 
FRANCISCO:  584  Castro,  PO  Box  288,  San 
Francisco  CA  94114-2588.  (415)863-6717. 
Political  action  group. 

*FTM  TS  - FPSG:  584  Castro,  PO  Box  410- 
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990,  San  Francisco  CA  94141-0990.  Sup- 
port group  for  FTM  TSs  of  COLOR  ONLY. 

CD/TS/SO  - SAN  FRANCISCO  GENDER  IN- 
FORMATION: SFGI,  3637  Grand  Ave.,  Suite 
C,  Oakland,  CA9461 0-2029.  Maintains  data- 
base of  TG  resources  for  SF  Bay  area. 

LAVENDER  LINE:  Pacific  Center  (510)841- 
6224.  An  information/resource  phone  line  for 
the  GLBT  community  covering  the  East  Bay, 
San  Francisco  area. 

CD/TS/SO  - EDUCATIONAL  TV  CHANNEL: 
ETVC,  PO  Box  426486  San  Francisco  CA 
94142-6486.  (415)  564-3246  hotline,  BBS 
(415)  564-4903,  Telzey  (510)849-4112.  Sup- 
port group. 

SO  - SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT: 
SOS,  attn:  Ginny  Knuth,  2478  28th  Ave.,  San 
Francisco  CA  94116-2305.  (415)644-1499. 
E-mail:  ginny@sirius.com.  Support  group. 

.CD/TS/SO  - DIABLO  VALLEY  GIRLS:  DVG, 
PO  Box  272885,  Concord  CA  94527-2885. 
(510)937-8432.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HUMAN 
GROWTH:  1250  Pine  St.,  Ste.  301  Walnut 
Creek  CA  94533.  (510)939-7711.  Support 
group. 

FTM  TS  - FTM  INTERNATIONAL:  5337  Col- 
lege Avenue,  #142,  Oakland  CA  94618.  Sup- 
port group  for  FTM  TSs. 

CD/TS/SO  - PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HUMAN 
GROWTH:  2712  Telegraph  Ave,  Berkeley  CA 
94705.  (510)548-8283.  I & R (510)841-6224. 
E-mail:  paccent@pacbell.net.  Web  site: 
www.pacificenter.org.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - SWAN’S  INNER  SORORITY:  PO  Box 
1423,  San  Jose  CA  95109.  (408)297-6900. 
E-mail:  wendi@sisgirls.com  Web: 

www.sisgirls.com  Support  group. 

‘GAY/LES/TG  - THE  BILLY  DEFRANK  CEN- 
TER: 175  Stockton  Avenue,  San  Jose  CA 
95126.  Support  group. 

‘CD  - THURSDAY  IRREGULARS:  c/o  Joan 
Sheldon,  PO  Box  6541 , San  Jose  CA  951 50- 
6541 . Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - RAINBOW  GENDER  ASSOCIA- 
TION: PO  Box  700730,  San  Jose  CA  95170. 
(408)984-4044  warmline.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - REDWOOD  EMPIRE  SOCIAL 
GROUP:  PO  BOX  1531,  Sonoma  CA  95476. 
(707)938-8029.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - SACRAMENTO  GENDER  AS- 
SOCIATION: PO  Box  215456,  Sacramento 
CA  95821.  (916)482-7742.  Support  group. 

TS  - LAMBDA  COMMUNITY  CENTER:  c/o 
Marsha,  919  - 20th  St.,  Sacramento,  CA 
95814.  Phone  (916)729-8935  or  (916)442- 
0185.  Support  and  educational  outreach. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  SIGMA  BETA  - TRI-ESS  SI- 
ERRA SILVER  BELLES:  SSB,  PO  Box  19933, 
S.  Lake  Tahoe  CA  96151.  Support  group. 


COLORADO 

‘SO  -TEENAGE  KIDS  OF  TS:  TAKOTS,  c/o 
Laurie  Ciccotello,  1740  S.  Buckley  Road  #6- 
178,  Aurora  CO  80017.  Support  group. 

TG-  SOUTHERN  COLORADO  INTRA-RE- 
GIONAL  TRANSGENDERED  SOCIETY 
(S.C.I.R.T.S.)  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 
719-591  -5860  LisaJo  K.  Laptad  Web  site:  http:/ 
/www.geocities.com/westhollywood/heights/ 
4484  Support  Group  meetings  every  Tuesday 
7pm  plus  every  3rd  Friday.  Anyone  who  will 
keep  confididentiality  is  welcome. 

‘CD/TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER  OF 
COLORADO,  INC.:  GIC,  1455  Ammons 
Street,  Suite  100,  Lakewood  CO  80215. 
(303)202-6466.  Educational  outreach. 

*FTM  - FTM  SUPPORT  GROUP:  Meets  third 
Wednesday  at  7.00  pm.  Call  John  (303)698- 
2385. 

‘TRI-S  - DELTA  DENVER:  PO  Box  1165,  La 
Port,  CO  80535.  Email:  wells@lvld.hp.com. 
Ask  for  Joni.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  PUEBLO: 
PO  Box  1918,  Pueblo  CO  81002.(719)543- 
6460.  Support  group. 

CONNECTICUT 

CD/TS/SO  - GBSING,  GBS,  PO  Box  162, 
Haddam,  CT  06438-0162.  E-mail: 
GBSING@aol.com  Support  Group. 

TS/SO  - XX  (TWENTY)CLUB:  PO  Box  387, 
Hartford  CT  06141-0387.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - P I GROUP:  PO  Box  245, 

Haddam  CT  06438-0245.  Discreet  photo, 
video,  scanning  and  desktop  publishing  ser- 
vices. 

CD  - CONNECTICUTVIEW:  c/o  Denise 
Mason, PO  Box  2281,  Devon  CT  06460. 
Email:  Mason  D@aol.com.  Newsletter  and 
directory. 

T/G  - TRANSACT  - Kaylen  203-661-2448 
Greenich,  Conn.  Support  Group 

DELAWARE 

‘CD/TS-  TRANSSOCIETY  SISTERS  OF 
DELAWARE:  c/o  Linda  Marie,  Ivy  Hall,  #6, 
Newark  DE  19711.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - DELAWARE 
CHAPTER:  PO  Box  5656,  Wilmington  DE 
19808.  (302)376-1990.  www.ren.org/ 
Renaissance_D.html  Support  group. 

FTM  - Delaware  Boyz:  Steve  302-856-7179 
(Delaware) 

FLORIDA 

TG  - NORTH  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO.  Box 
5765,  E.  Jacksonville,  FL  32447.  e-mail: 
cdarica@aol.com  Meets  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month.  Support  Group 

‘CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  INFORM  NETWORK 
OF  GAINESVILLE:  GING,  Gail  Driaper, 


(904)332-8178.  Referrals. 

TG-  EDUCATIONAL  SUPPORT  GROUP:  for 
the  Transgender  Community.  Meets  at  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Comm.  Center  of  Greater  Lau- 
derdale, Florida  954-563-9500.  Ask  for  Michael 
or  Heidi 

CD/TS/TG  - PANTRA:  PO  Box  3426,  Talla- 
hassee FL  32315-3426. 

TRI-ESS  - TAU  LAMBDA:  PO  Box  3426,  Tal- 
lahassee FL  32315-3426. 

TRI-ESS  - PHI  EPSILON  MU/CENTRAL 
FLORIDA  SISTERS:  PO  Box  3261,  Winter 
Park  FL  32790-3261 . (407)263-8978  Email: 
z26y25@aol.com.  Website:  http:// 

www.horizon-usa.com/misc/fem.htm.  Support 
group. 

‘CD/TS  - BUTTERFLIES  OF  THE  WORLD: 
For  information  contact  April-Lynne  Fowler,  PO 
Box  2782,  Orlando  FI  32802-2782.(407)841- 
3125.  Support  group. 

FTM  - FLORIDA  BOYZ:  David,  Email: 
FTMOrlando@aol.com  (Orlando,  FL) 

FTM  - TS/TG/SO  - THE  MENS  ROOM:  Bob 
813-443-2414  Support  Group.  Clearwater, 
Florida 

CD/TS  - FANTASIA:  714  E.  Colonial  Dr.,  Or- 
lando FL  32803-4639.  Phone:  (407)425-4527. 
E-mail:  GLCS@flamingopark.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - SERENITY:  PO  Box  307,  Holly- 
wood FL  33022.  (954)436-9477.  E-mail: 
susan@aol.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-ESS  - GAMMA  CHI  BETA:  P.O.  Box 
510045,  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33951  407-382- 

8389  Alice,  Tri-Ess  Chapter,  Meetings  2nd 
Saturday  of  each  month.  Support  Group 

*CD/TS/SO  - ANIMAS:  PO  Box  420309  Mi- 
ami FL  33242.  Support  group. 

‘GENDER  CONGRUITY  CENTER:  9960 
Center  Park  Blvd.  South,  #404,  Boca  Raton 
FL  33428.  (800)328-2633. 

CD/TS/SO  - STARBURST:  PO  Box  17411, 
Clearwater  FL  34622-0411.(813)523-8760. 
Support  group. 

*CD/TS  - TAMPA  SISTERS:  TGIF,  PO  Box 
272819,  Tampa  FL  33688-2819.  (813)935- 
6848,  Kimberly  Westwood.  Please  leave  con- 
tact information.  Support  group. 

TS  - ENCHANTE:  A.C.P.,  1 1 80  Cleveland  St., 
Clearwater  FL  34615.  Phone:(813)533-0012, 
Amanda.  Transsexual  Support  group. 

TG  - TLC,  P.O.  Box  372711,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937  407-858-2356  Karen,  e-mail: 

haleightg@aol.com  or  kj6781@palmnet.net 

GEORGIA 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  EPSILON:  PO  Box  272, 
Rosewell  GA  30077-0272.  (770)552-441 5.E- 
mail  & Web  site:  http://pages.prodigy.com/ 
kerrico/sigep.htm.  Support  group. 


CD/TS/SO  - AGE:  PO  Box  77562,  Atlanta  GA 
30357.  (404)  223-5351.  E-mail: 

ageinfo@aol.com.  Web  site: 

www.transgender.org/tg/age.  Support  group. 

FTM  - GEORGIA  BOYZ:  Star,  Email: 
star@ellijay.com 

HAWAII 

HAWAII  TRANSGENDERED  OUTREACH: 
PO  Box  4530,  Honolulu  HI  96812-4530. 
(808)923-4270.  Email:  tghawaii@poi.net.  Sup- 
port group,  http://www.newbies.net/htgo/ 
Hot  Line  8am  - 8pm  7 days 

GAY  & LESBIAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER: 
YWCA  47-388,  HUI IWA  St.  #1 4-304,  Kaneohe 
HI  96744-4416. 

IDAHO 

CD/TS/TG/SO  - IDAHO  TRANSGENDER 
SOCIETY:  P.O.  Box  7353,  Boise,  idaho  83707 
208-331-6669.  Social  Support  Group 

ILLINOIS 

‘PARENTS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  TRANSGEN- 
DER COMMUNITY:  PFTC,  c/o  Ellie  Altman, 
Northbrook  IL  60062.  (847)564-9496,  e-mail: 
EllieAlt@aol.com.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  CHAPTER:  PO  Box  40,  Wood 
Dale  IL  60191-0040.  (630)262-8707.  Email: 
chitriess@aol.com.  Web  site:  http:// 

users.aol.com/chitriess/trisss/chim  ain.htm. 
Support  group. 

*TS  - THE  SUNDAY  SOCIETY:  PO  Box 
478850,  Chicago  IL  60647.  Sampognaro  and 
Louise  L.  Raeder,  (312)486-3125,  (312)252- 
7024,  Sheila  L.  Support  group. 

*TG  - OUTPOST  TRANSGENDER  GROUP: 
123  W.  Church,  Champaign  IL  61825.  Eliza- 
beth (217)359-5113.  Email: 

bridgett@prairienet.org.  Support  group. 

FTM  - ILLINOIS  BOYZ:  (Champagne,  III).: 
Jaqui:  618-235-5908:  Email:  jaquitv@aol.com 

‘SO  - TRANSGENDER  SIGNIFICANT  OTH- 
ERS: Star  (217)328-4469..  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY: 
CGS,  PO  Box  578005,  Chicago  IL  60657. 
(708)863-7714.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  GENDER 
ASSOCIATION:  CIGA,  PO  Box  1291, 
Galesburg,  IL  61401.  (309)343-5192,  Jaque 
Rounds.  Support  group. 

INDIANA 

‘CD/TS/FTM/MTF/SO  - IGS:  Attn:  Linda  BB, 
PO  Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  (317)781- 
0834,  Angela.  Email:  kaylin@iquest.net  Sup- 
port group. 

TONI  - PO  Box  2372,  Portage  IN  46268. 
Phone  (219)929-8533.  Email: 
jenfermaresl@juno.com. 

FTM  - INDIANA  BOYZ:  (Northern  Indiana). 
Glen:  Email:  Glen22213@aol.com 


CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF  - INTERNATIONAL 
GENDER  SUPPORT  (aka:  Shrinking  Violets): 
PO  Box  425,  Carnel,  IN  46032.  (31 7)781  -0834. 
Support  group. 

*TG  - TRANSGENDER  OUTREACH  OF 
NORTHERN  INDIANA  Attn:  Linda  BB,  PO 
Box  425,  Carmel  IN  46032.  Phone:  (317)781- 
0834,  Angela.  Email:  kaylin@iquest.net  Sup- 
port group. 

C D/T S/T V/SO/FTM/MTF  - IXE:  PO  Box  20710, 
Indianapolis  IN  46220.  Phone:  (31 7)971  -6976. 
Web  site:  http://members.aol.com/ixe/fish/ 
ixe.html.  Email:  IXE@aol.com.  Support  group. 

IOWA 

‘CD/TS/SO  - RIVER  CITY  GENDER  ALLI- 
ANCE: RCGA,  PO  Box  680,  Council  Bluffs  IA 
51502-0680.  (402)398-1255,  E-mail: 

sgibbons@synergy.net.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - IOWA  ARTISTRY:  Box  75, 

Cedar  Rapids  IA  52406.  E-mail: 
wander5980@aol.com.  Support  group. 

*TS  - PHOENIX:  E-mail:  ASuper@AOL.com. 
Support  group. 

KANSAS 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSSDRESSERS  AND 
FRIENDS:  CAF,  Box  4092,  Overland  Park  KS 
66204.  (913)791-3847.  E-mail:  jbfts@aol.com. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - WICHITA  TRANSGENDER  AL- 
LIANCE: PO  Box  3002,  Wichita  KS  67001- 
3002.  Bi-weekly  meetings.  Contact:  Shelly 
31 6-269-31 04  or  Krystine  31 6-688-081 6.  Sup- 
port group. 

KENTUCKY 

‘CD/TS/SO  - LOUISVILLE  GENDER  SOCI- 
ETY: LGS,  PO  Box  5458,  Louisville  KY 
40255-0458.  (502)368-9918,  Lori,  (502)589- 
9556,  Patricia.  Support  group. 

FTM  - KENTUCKY  BOYZ:  Lee,  502-549-5619; 
Email:  alphavamp@aol.com  (Louisville,  KY) 

CD/TS/SO  - THE  BLUEGRASS  BELLES:  c/o 
Angela,  PO  Box  20173,  Louisville  KY40250. 
(502)446-21 75,  digital  pager,  please  enter  “55” 
after  your  telephone  number.  Email: 
angelaky@hotmail.com, 
ef  d u h r@  u kcc . u ky.  edu , dwi  Is00@  u kcc.  u ky.edu, 
or  acasbeer@jcc-uky.campus.mci.net.  Sup- 
port group. 

LOUISIANA 

CD/TS/SO -GULF  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  PO 
Box  56836,  New  Orleans  LA  70156-6836. 
(504)  833-3046.  E-mail: 

alycm@concentric. netTIAC@juno.net.  Sup- 
port group. 

MAINE 

ALL  - TRANSUPPORT:  Box  17622,  Portland 
ME  04112.  (207)  862-2063.  Support  group. 

ALL  - MAINE  GENDER  RESOURCE  AND 
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SUPPORT  SERVICE:  c/o  Jean  Vermette,  PO 
Box  1894,  Bangor  ME  04402-1894.  (207)862- 
2063.  Education,  referrals,  outreach. 

FTM-MAINEBOYZ: 

PJ,  pjmears@megalink.net  (Maine) 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

FTM  - DC  BOYZ:  Adam:  301  -585-3127;  Email: 
Romandede@aol.com  (Metro  DC) 

MARYLAND 

’CD/TS/CD  - THE  CLUB  VICTORIA:  Box  682, 
Bowie  MD  20718.  (301)  805-2255.  Support 
group. 

*CD/TS/SO  - TRANQUILITY  (Renaissance 
affiliate):  c/o  GLCC,  241  W.  Chase  St.,  Balti- 
more MD  21201 . Support  group. 

BALTIMORE  BOYZ:  Mary  (410)837-8888, 
Gary  (410)392-3640. 

’COUPLES’  GROUP:  Maureen  Carlson  or 
Tambrey  Zang  (301)977-2403. 

CD/TS/SO  - WASHINGTON-BALTIMORE 
ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO  Box  1994, 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  (301  )649-3960.  Sup- 
port group.  Meets  in  DC  Metro  area. 

TG/SO  - TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  BALTIMORE:  c/o  GLCCB  (Gay 
& Lesbian  Community  Center  of  Baltimore), 
241  W.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore  MD  21 201 . Phone 
(410)837-5445  10:00  a.m.  - 6:00  p.m.  M-F  or 
(410)837-8888  7:00  p.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  eve- 
nings. Peer  and  family  support  group.  Monthly 
meetings. 

FTM  - TRANS  INFO  PROJECT  - Information 
and  education  website  for  FTMs.  Chat  Site 
‘Alex’s  Garage  ‘ for  informal  chat  and  Sunday 
night  moderated  discussions.  E-mail: 
alexfox@erols.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ALL/CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF  - SUNSHINE 
CLUB:  P.O.  Box  564  Hadley,  MA  01035-0564. 
(413)-586-5004.  E-mail:  aeqo7@yfn.ysu.edu 
Web:  http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/ 
sunshineclub.html  Support  group. 

ALL  - TIFFANY  CLUB  OF  NEW  ENGLAND, 
INC.:  TCNE,  PO  Box  2283,  Woburn  MA 
01888-0483.  (781)891-9325  (answered  live 
Tuesdays  7:00-10:00pm  ET).  Web  site: 
www.TCNE.org.  Support  group. 

SO  - TIFFANY  CLUB  WIVES’  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  c/o  TCNE,  Inc.,  PO  Box  2283, 
Woburn  MA  01888-0483.  (617)891-9325  (an- 
swered live  Tuesdays  7:00-1 0:00pm  ET).  Sup- 
port group. 

TS  - Cambridge  Support  Group:  617-661- 
9332,  meets  2 times  per  month, 
JAENIA@erols.com 

’CD/TS  - REFLECTIONS:  PO  Box  4002,  East 
Dedham  MA  02026.  (617)323-6528.  Sup- 
port group  and  other  services. 
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*TS/TG  - GENDER  SUPPORT  SERVICES 
FOR  TSs  (GISST):  (617)227-6216.  Support 
group  for  TS/TGs  with  addiction  issues.  Meets 
in  Boston. 

FTM  - ENTERPRISE:  PO  Box  229,  Waltham 
MA  022254.  781 -899-2212.  Every  Thursday 
evening.  FTM  support  group. 

’CD/TS/SO  - AX  A:  PO  Box  38-0547,  Cam- 
bridge MA  02238.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - INVESTMENTS:  PO  Box  2194, 
Orleans  MA  02653.  Support  group. 

CD/TS-FTM-  boston  Boyz:  14  Felton  St,  Waltham, 
MA  02154  (781)  899-2212.  Email: 

F:rankie@home. welcomehome.org.  Support  Group 

TS  - MERISSA’S  DISCUSSION  GROUP:  PO 
Box  367,  Way  land,  MA  01778.  (508)358-5919. 
Support  group.  All  interested  persons  welcome. 

CD/TS/MTF/FTM  - Trans-Chat:  Write:  Trans- 
Chat,  P.O  Box  491,  Auburn,  MA  01501.  2nd 
& 4th  Thursday  night  of  each  month  from  7:00 
to  9:00pm.  Support  Group  in  Worcester,  MA. 
Michael  at  800-883-0259  message  line. 

Bl  GALA  - UNIVERSITY  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS - Lowell,  SIC  (S)  Box  #34,  Lowell,  MA 
01854  e-mail:  BiGALA@student.uml.edu 

MICHIGAN 

’CROSSROADS:  PO  Box  1245,  Royal  Oak 
Ml  48068-1245.  Messages:  (313)537-3267. 
Support  group. 

’CD/TS  - NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
ORGANIZATION  AND  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
NGDO,  PO  Box  02732,  Detroit  Ml  48202. 
Justina  Williams,  President,  (313)842-5258. 
Education  and  support. 

CD/TS/SO  - I.M.E.  OF  WESTERN  MICHI- 
GAN: PO  Box  11 53,  Grand  Rapids  Ml  49501. 
Web  site:  www.iserv.net/~ime.  Support  group. 

FTM  - MICHIGAN  BOYZ:  (Kalamazoo,  Ml). 
Jonathan,  616  345  9070;  Email: 

tushu@complink.net 

MINNESOTA 

’CD/TS/SO  - MINNESOTA  FREEDOM  OF 
GENDER  EXPRESSION:  MFGE,  Box  17945, 
St.  Paul  MN  55117.  (612)220-9072  (voice- 
mail).  Support  group. 

GENDER  EDUCATION  CENTER:  GEC,  PO 
Box  1861,  Minneapolis  MN  55311.  Debra 
Davis,  Director.  (612)424-5445,  FAX 
(612)424-8595.  Educational  outreach. 

TRI-S  - BETA  GAMMA:  Box  8591 , Minneapo- 
lis MN  55408.  (612)  870-8536.  Email: 
triessbg@tri-esss.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.tri-ess.com.  Support  group. 

DISTRICT  202:  2524  Nicollet  Ave.,  So.  Min- 
neapolis MN  55408.  (612)871-5559.  Fax 
(612)871-1445.  Safe  place  for  GLBT  youth. 

CD  - CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSGENDER  COM- 
MUNITY: CLCC,  PO  Box  16265,  Minneapolis 
MN  55414.  (612)229-3613.  Support  group. 


TRANSGENDER  HIV/AIDS  PREVENTION 
PROGRAM:  Human  Sexuality,  Dept,  of  Fam- 
ily Practice  and  Community  Health,  U Minne- 
sota Medical  School,  1 300  So.  2nd  Street,  Suite 
180,  Minneapolis  MN  55454.(612)625-1500, 
FAX  (612)626-8311.  Educational  outreach. 

MISSISSIPPI 

’CD/TS  - AURORA:  c/o  Kim  Brown,  PO  Box 
1306,  Florence  MS  39073.(601)845-1328. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S -BETA  CHI  MISSISSIPPI:  PO  Box  31253, 
Jackson  MS  39206-1253.  Lee  Frances,  Secre- 
tary, (601  )982-7678  (24  hrs).  Support  group. 

MISSOURI 

’CD/TS/SO  - ST  LOUIS  GENDER  FOUNDA- 
TION: StLGF,  PO  Box  9433,  St.  Louis  MO 
63117.  (314)  367-4128.  StLGF@aol.com. 
Support  group. 

’CD/TS  - MID-AMERICA  GENDER  GROUP 
INFORMATION  EXCHANGE:  MAGGIE,  c/o 
St.  Louis  Gender  Foundation,  PO  Box  9433, 
St.  Louis  MO  63117.  Coalition. 

’TS  - GENDER  DYSPHORIA  SUPPORT: 
Stacey  K.  Connors,  1101  S.  Liberty  Drive,  Lib- 
erty MO  64068.  (816)792-0304.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  MU:  PO  Box  2502#298, 
Springfield  Mo  65801.  Phone:  (417)831-3433. 
Email:  LSolomon@mail.orion.org. 

NEBRASKA 

CD/TS/SO  - RIVER  CITY  GENDER  ALLI- 
ANCE: RCGA,  PO  Box  3112,  Omaha  NE 
68103.  (402)  398-1255.  E-mail: 

sgibbons@synergy.net.  Support  group. 

NEVADA 

’TRI-S  - TAU  UPSILON:  8802  E.  Broadway 
Blvd.,  #145,  Tucson  AZ  85710.  (502)  296- 
3472.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  -THETA  UPSILON  GAMMA:  PO  Box 
42401 , Las  Vegas  NV  891 1 6.  (702)  387-3891 . 
Email:  sage@intermind.net.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.intermind.net/theta/theta.html.  Support 
group. 

TG/CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
LAS  VEGAS  C/O  Community  Counseling  Cen- 
ter, 1220  Almond  Tree  Lane,  Suite207,  Las 
Vegas,  NV  89104.  Voice  mail:  702-392-2132, 
e-mail:  tgsupport.lv@usa.net,  web  site:  http:/ 
/www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/Heights/ 
51 27/Group,  html 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

WRITERS  ETC.:  c/o  Abby  M.  Greene,  PO 
Box  6211,  West  Franklin  NH  03235.(603) 
934-3379.  Support  group. 

’CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  TALK  NORTH:  PO  Box 
421,  Peterboroough  NH  03458.  (603)924- 
8828.  Email:  gtnorth@top.monad.net.  Web 
site:  http://monad.net/~gtnorth/index.htm.  Sup- 
port group. 


G/L/Bi./T/Q  YOUTH  - SEACOAST  OUT- 
RIGHT: PO  Box  842,  Portsmouth  NH  03802. 
Phone:  (603)431-1013.  Resource,  referral, 
support  for  those  21  and  younger;  referral  only 
for  those  over  21 . 

NEW  JERSEY 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  NU  RHO:  SNR,  1092  St. 

Georges  Ave.,  Suite  234,  Rahway  NJ  07065- 
2664.  Phone:  (908)826-5287.  24-hour  hot-line 
(800)480-3152,  in  near  states.  E-mail: 
carolannsnr@juno.com.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - JUMPSTART  CABLE:  PO  Box  622, 
Paramus  NJ  07653.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  DELTA  MU:  PO  Box  1 , River  Edge 
NJ  07661-0001.  (800)484-7593(code4985). 
Support  group.  Internet:  cdm@carroll.com 

CD/TS/SO  - MONMOUTH/OCEAN  TRANS 
GENDER:  MOTG,  PO  Box  8243,  Red  Bank 
NJ  07701.  (732)219-9094.  Email: 

vikkimmotg@aol.com.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - TRANSIT:  (908)526-2369.  Sup- 
port group. 

CD/TS  - NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY:  c/o  Ms. 
Lynda  Frank,  PO  Box  9192,  Morristown  NJ 
07960.  (201)663-0772.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - NJSUPPORT:  c/o  T.  Risley,  301  F 
Saunders  Ave.,  Bellmawr,  NJ  08031 . (609)933- 
2233.  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  the  month, 
Unitarian  Universalist  Church  of  Washington 
Crossing.  Renaissance  affiliate. 

NEW  MEXICO 

TRI-S  - PHI  FIESTA!:  8200  Montgomery  NE, 
#241,  Albuquerque  NM  87109.  Phone: 
(505)299-2533.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o 
Stephanie,  2449  Algodones  N.E.,  Albuquer- 
que NM  87112.  Support  group. 

tg/mtf-ftm  - TRANSGENDER  COMMUNITY 
GROUP:  University  of  New  Mexico,  Albuquer- 
que NM.  Phone  (505)260-1727.  Email: 
egypt@unm.edu.  Supportive,  educational  and 
social  space  for  ALL  transgendered  identities. 
Meets  every  Monday  night. 

NEW  YORK 

‘CD/TS  - TRANSGENDER  RIGHTS!  (TGR): 
(212)979-8547.  Political  action  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - IMPERIAL  QUEENS  & KINGS 
OF  GREATER  NEW  YORK:  80  Eighth  Av- 
enue, Suite  301,  New  York  NY  10011. 
(21 2)229-1 968  days,  (21 2)627-1 969  evenings. 
Open  social  group. 

FTM-  New  York  Boyz:  Sam,  Email: 
srw18@columbia.edu  (NYC) 

*TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  PROJECT:  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Community  Services  Center,  208 
West  13th  Street,  New  York  NY  10011. 
(212)620-7310.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - METROPOLITAN  GENDER  NET- 
WORK: 561  Hudson  St,  Box  45,  New  York 


NY  10014.(201)794-1665  ext.  332.  Support 
group. 

BI-GENDER  RAP  GROUP:  c/o  Lynda  Frank, 
330  W.  45th  St.  Apt.  3H,  New  York,  NY  1 0036. 
Meets  2nd  Monday  each  month,  6-8  pm  in 
lower  Manhattan.  Contact:  Lynda  Frank, 
(212)765-3561. 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSSDRESSERS  INTL:  404 
W.  40th  St.,  #2,  New  York  NY  10018. 
(212)570-7389,  or  (610)  759-1761.  E-mail: 
cdinyc@aol.com.  Support  group. 

‘TS/FTM/MTF  - MGN/STAR:  214  16th  Street, 
Brooklyn  NY  11215.  (718)965-2911.  Email: 
directlink@mindspring.com.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - GIRLS’  NIGHT  OUT:  G.N.O.,  c/ 
o Barbara  Fortune,  PO  Box  350369,  Brooklyn 
NY  11235-0007.  (201)794-1665,  ext  2021. 
Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - NEW  YORK  GIRL  & PART- 
NERS: PO  Box  456,  Centereach  NY  11720. 
(516)732-5115.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - LONG  ISLAND  FEMME  EX- 
PRESSION: LIFE,  PO  Box  1311,  Water  Mill 
NY  11976-1311.  (516)283-1333.  Email: 
joed2viola@aol.com.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDERISTS’  INDE- 
PENDENCE CLUB:  TGIC,  PO  Box  13604, 
Albany  NY  12212-3604.(518)436-4513  live 
Thurs.  7-9  p.m.  or  leave  a message  and  in- 
structions for  calling  back.  Support  group,  e- 
mail:  vicky_s@juno.com 

CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  NETWORK: 
PO  Box  1611,  South  Rd  Annex,  Poughkeepsie 
NY  12601-0611.  Support  group.  1st  & 3rd 
Fridays 

‘CD/TS/SO  - EXPRESSING  OUR  NATURE: 
EON,  PO  Box  3586,  Syracuse  NY  13220. 

TS  - METAMORPHOSIS:  PO  Box  6260, 
Broadway  Station,  Long  Island  City,  NY  1 1 1 06- 
0260.  (718)728-4615.  Support  group. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

‘CD/TS/SO  - TRIAD  GENDER  ASSOCIA- 
TION: TGA,  c/o  Stephanie  Dyla,  PO  Box  2265, 
Jamestown  NC  28282-2264.  (910)454-1493. 
Support  group,  http://www.geocities.com/ 
westhollywood/8607/ 

‘A  CIRCLE  OF  CHILDREN:  Rt  5,  PO  Box 
564,  Zebulon  NC  27579.  Chris  Allen, 
(919)269-8698.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - GDANC  SUPPORT  GROUP:  PO 
Box  305,  Salisbury  NC  28145.  (704)642 
1914.  Support  group. 

FTM  - NORTH  CAROLINA  BOYZ:  Terry:  919- 
639-6158;  Email:  TLCRD96@aol.com 

CD/TS/SO  - CAROLINA  TRANS-SENSUAL 
ALLIANCE:  4037  East  Independence  Blvd., 
Suitel  11,  Charlotte,  NC  28205,  704-531-9988 

‘CD/TS/SO  - AGO:  1 235-E  East  Blvd.,  Charlotte  NC 
28203.  Alternative  Gender-Oriented  is  group’s  full 
name. 


TRI-S  - KAPPA  BETA:  c/o  Corresponding  Secy, 
PO  Box  12101,  Charlotte  NC  28220-2101. 
(704)565-5034.  E-mail:dajones@infoave.net. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - CHI  CHI  RHO-TRI-ESS:  Crystal  Coast 
Rose,  PO  Box  733,  Bridgeton  NC  28519. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PHOENIX  TRANSGENDER 
SUPPORT:  Phoenix,  PO  Box  18332,  Asheville 
NC  28814.  (704)253-9882.  E-mail: 
jessicaash@aol,com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TRIANGLE  GENDER  SOCIETY 
(TGS):  c/o  David  & Helen  Rogers,  5425  Tur- 
key Farm  Rd.,  Durham,  NC  27705.  Phone 
(919)968-8070.  Support  group. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

CD/TS/TV  - TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
GROUP  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA:  c/o  Debbie 
Ann  Somero,  PO  Box  644,  Wahpeton,  ND 
58074-0644.  Phone  (701)642-1427.  Support 
group. 

OHIO 

All  - IT’S  TIME  OHIO:  PO.  Box  21310,  Co- 
lumbus, OH  43221,  614-470-4245,  e-mail: 
itoh@stargate.com  web:  http:// 

www.Geocities.com/WestHollywood/7977. 
Political  Action 

CD/TS/SO  - CRYSTAL  CLUB:  PO  Box  287, 
Columbus  OH  43068-0287.  (614)294-9031 
E-mail:  cc@stargatge.com.  Support  group. 

‘GLASS  CITY  SISTERS:  PO  Box  8532,  To- 
ledo OH  43623.  Email:  glassister@al.com. 
Support  group. 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  OMEGA:  Box  2053,  Sheffield 
Lake  OH  44054-0053.  (216)556-0067.  Sup- 
port group. 

‘CD  - NORTH  COAST  PARADISE  CLUB:  PO 
Box  29564,  Cleveland  OH  44129.  Email: 
ParadiseCL@aol.com.  Support  group  estab- 
lished in  1977. 

CD/TS/SO  - CROSS-PORT:  PO  Box  1692, 
Cincinnati  OH  45201.  (606)581-3711,  E-mail: 
wgbn68d@prodigy.com.  Support  group. 

OKLAHOMA 

‘CD/TS  - SOONER  DIVERSITY:  PO  Box  575, 
Norman  OK  73070.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - SIGMA  BETA:  PO  Box  42122,  Okla- 
homa City  OK  73123.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - CENTRAL  OKLAHOMA  TRANS- 
GENDER ALLIANCE:  COTA  PO  Box  60354, 
Oklahoma  City  OK  73146.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: CDI  c/o  Ms  Gwen  Pete,  PO  Box 
50192,  Tulsa  OK  74104.  (918)582-6643/835- 
5334.  Support  group. 

‘CD/TS  - DESIRE:  c/o  Ms.  Gwen  Pete,  PO 
Box  50192,  Tulsa  OK  74104.  Support  group. 
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OREGON 

‘TSTGTV  - THE  TRANS  GROUP:  c/o  Phoe- 
nix Rising  Foundation,  620  SW  5th  Ave.,  Suite 
710,  Portland  OR  97204.  Phone:  (503)223- 
8299.  Support  group. 

*TS-  TRANSSEXUAL  PEER  SUPPORT 
GROUP:  c/o  Phoenix  Rising  Foundation,  620 
SW  5th  Ave.,  Suite  710,  Portland  OR  97204. 
Phone:  (503)223-8299.  Support  group. 

CD  - NORTHWEST  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  NWGA, 
PO  Box  4928,  Portland  OR  97208.  (503)646-2802. 
E-mail:  nwga@teleport.com.  Support  group. 

‘CDTS/SO  - TRANS-PORT:  PO  Box  66913, 
Portland  OR  97290-6913.  (503)774-8463. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - CAPITOL  CITY  CHAPTER:  PO 
Box  3312,  Salem  OR  97302.  Support  group. 

TS  - SALMACIS  SOCIETY/VERSITILE 
WOMEN:  PO  Box  1604,  Eugene  OR  97440- 
1 604.  (541  )688-4282.  Service  and  information. 

*TG  - INTERMOUNTAIN  TRANSGENDER 
OUTREACH:  1524  Monroe  Avenue,  La 
Grande  OR  97850.  (541)962-3466.  Email: 
keol@eosc.osshe.edu.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - RHO  GAMMA/ROGUE  VALLEY 
GIRLS:  PO  Box  5551 , Grants  Pass  OR  97527. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

*TS  - TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP: 
TSG,  6020  Penn  Circle  South,  Pittsburgh  PA 
15206.  (412)661-7030.  Support  group. 

FTM  - PITBOYZ:  Dan  & Michelle.  E-mail: 
windyl@aabe.com. 

CD/TS  - TRANSPUT:  PO  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh 
PA  15230.  (412)224-6015.  Support  group. 

CD  - TRAVELERS  EXPRESS:  PO  Box  150, 
Falls  Creek  PA  15840.  (814)375-7651.  Cen- 
tral PA  region.  Self  expression  in  100%  non 
closeted  environment.  Passing  not  an  issue, 
presentability  essential.  Leave  message. 

‘FAMILY  - TRANSFAMILY:  c/o  Deni  Scott,  962 
Rockdale  Road,  Butler  PA  16001.(412)758- 
3578  (Janet).  Email:  dscott@pgh.net.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - ERIE  SISTERS:  ESCC,  1903 
West  8th  Street,  Suite  261  , Erie  PA  16505. 
Email:  eriesister@aol.com.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - LOWER 
SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEY  CHAPTER:  Re- 
naissance - LSV,  PO  Box  21 22,  Harrisburg  PA 
17105-2122.  (717)780-1578.  Email: 

lsv@ezonline.com.  Web  site:  http:// 

www.ezonline.com/lsv.  Support  group. 

CDTS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - LEHIGH  VAL- 
LEY/POCONO  AREA:  Renaissance  LV,  PO 
Box  3624,  Allentown  PA  18106.  Phone: 
(610)821-2955.  Support  group. 

FTM  - LANCASTER  BOYZ:  Tom  (71 7)892-4999. 
E-mail:  malesic@prolog.net.  (Philadelphia  area.) 


TS  - The  Philadelphia  Transsexual  Support 
Group  (PTSSG),  1201  Locust  Street,  Wash- 
ington West  Project,  Philadelphia  Meets  in  the 
office  of  the  Transgender  Health  Action.  The 
1st  Saturday  of  each  month  at  4pm.  e-mail: 
rica@netaxs.com 

‘CDTS/SO  - CROSS  DRESSERS  INTERNA- 
TIONAL: CDI,  POBox  61,  Easton  PA  18044. 
S.  Kristine  James,  Director,  Karen  Cioe,  NYC 
Coordinator.  Support  group. 

‘CDTS/SO  - NE  PA  TRANSGENDER  ALLIANCE: 
Lehigh  Valley.  (61 0)821  -2955.  Support  group. 

CDTS/SO  - RENAISSANCE  - EDUCATION 
ASSOC.  INC.:  Renaissance  GPC,  987  Old 
Eagle  School  Road,  Suite  719,  Wayne  PA 
19087.  (610)975-9119.  E-mail: 

bensalem@bbs.cpcn.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
www.ren.org.  Support  group. 

‘TS-PHILA.TS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  POBox 
15839,  Philadelphia  PA  19103.  (215)567- 
7879.  Support  group. 

*TS  - POSITIVE  CHANGE:  c/o  Pequin  Place, 
201  S Camac  St.,  Philadelphia  PA  19107. 
Joanna  Sands  (21 5)732-0603.  Support  group. 

FTM  - PHILLY  BOYZ:  Steve  (215)546-6444. 
E-mail:  shock@asc.upenn.edu.  (Philadelphia 
area.) 

‘UJIMA:  Peer  counseling,  safer  sex  demos, 
and  info  materials  for  TG  teens.  Meets  Wed. 
nights  at  6:30  at  1 207  Chestnut  Street,  4th  floor 
in  Philadelphia. 

TS/TG/CD  - GEMINI  CLUB:  PO  Box  281, 
Franklin,  PA  16323.  (814)432-7792.  Email: 
gemini@usachoice.net.  Support  group. 

CDTS/SO/MTF/FTM  - TransYouth  Services, 
UNITY  INC.:  1207  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19107.  (215)851-1958  or  (215)851-1912. 
Support  group,  community  services  and  “Butch 
Brothers”  Philadelphian  FTM  support. 

RHODE  ISLAND 

CDTS/SO/FTM/MTF  - MORF?:  PO  Box  623, 
Portsmouth,  Rl  02871-0623.  Gwen  Spencer, 
Barbie  Fournier, or  Tricia  -Lynn  Ross  (401  )683- 
6836.  Support  group. 

TENNESSEE 

TRI-S  - ALPHA  PI  OMEGA:  c/o  Laury  W.  PO 
Box  871 , Brentwood  TN  37204-0871 . Email: 
laurywl@mindspring.com.  Web  site:  http:// 
members.aol.com/apotris/aponash.htm.  Sup- 
port group. 

CD/TS/SO  - TENNESSEE  VALS:  PO  Box 
92335,  Nashville  TN  37209-2335.(615)664- 
6883  voice  mail.  E-mail: 
jlove1Qix.nstcom.com.  Homepage:  http:// 
www.3Dcom.com/tg/tvals/.  Support  group. 

FTM  - Tennessee  Boyz:  (Nashville,  TN).: 
Dustin,  615-431-9540;  Email: 
CyberBum7@aol.com 

*TVTS  - TVTS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  c/o  Rev. 


John  Prowett,  1517  Court  Street,  Suite  4,  Mem- 
phis TN  38104-2402.  Support  group. 

‘CDTS/SO  - MEMPHIS  TG  ALLIANCE:  PO 
Box  1 1 052,  Memphis  TN  381 1 1 -0052.  Support 
group. 

TEXAS 

CDTS/SO  - METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  PO  Box 
141924,  Irving  TX  75014.(972)264-7103.  e-mail: 
domiss@flash  net.  972-264-7103.  Support  group. 

TRI-S -NU  EPSILON TAU:  POBox  14096,  Ar- 
lington TX  76094.  (214)490-5738.  Email: 
BobbieR648.  Support  group. 

*CDTS  - HELP  ME...ACCCEPT  ME  OF  DAL- 
LAS: 6753  Camp  Bowie  Blvd.,  #177,  Fort 
Worth  TX  76116.  Support  group. 

CD  - METROPLEX  CD  CLUB:  Bldg  106,  Suite 
144,  7120  Rufe  Snow  Dr.,  Watauga  TX 
76148-1862.  E-mail:  domiss@flash.net.  Web 
site:  http://www.flash.net/~domega.  Support 
group. 

‘SO  - WIVES’/PARTNERS’  SUPPORT:  PO 
Box  5304,  Katy  TX  77036.  (909)  875-2687. 

‘CD  - HELPING  CDs  ANONYMOUS:  HCDA, 
68-4  e Hwy  6 s #334,  Houston  TX  77083. 
Email:  brenda@firstnethou.com.  Support 
group. 

‘CDTS/SO  - GULF  COAST  TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY:  PO  Box  66643,  Houston  TX 
77266.  (713)780-4282.  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - THETA  OMEGA  GAMMA  DETROIT: 
c/o  Tri-Ess,  8880  Bellaire  B2,  Suite  1 04,  Hous- 
ton TX  77036.  (temporary).  Support  group. 

TRI-S  - TAU  CHI  CHAPTER-TRI  ESS:  8880 
Bellaire  B2  Ste.  1 04,  Houston,  TX  7741 1 -1 1 05. 
(713)347-8747.  E-mail:  JEFTRIS@aol.com. 
Web  site:  http:www.firstnethou.com/brenda/. 
Support  group. 

‘ROSENBERG  CLINIC,  GENDER  TREAT- 
MENT PROGRAM:  1103  Rosenberg, 
Galveston  TX  77550.  (409)763-0016.  Medi- 
cal, psychological  care  and  support  groups. 

‘SO  - WATS:  PO  Box  1 7,  Bulverde  TX  781 63. 
(210)980-7788,  before  9:00pm  CT,  please. 
Email:  txtp@flash.net.  Support  group. 

CDTS/SO  - BOULTON  & PARK  SOCIETY: 
POBox  17,  Bulverde,  TX  78163  (830)980- 

7788  live  Tues.  6-9  pm  CT.  Email:  tx  t 
party@aol.com.  Support  group. 

*TS  - SAN  ANTONIO  TRANSSEXUAL  SUP- 
PORT GROUP:  SATSG,  PO  Box  12913,  San 
Antonio  TX  78212.  Support  group. 

‘CDTS/SO  - AUSTIN  SECOND  IMAGE:  PO 
Bx  1 5381 , Austin,  TX  78761 . (51 2)51 5-5460 
Wed.  7-9pm.  e-mail:  caseyalena@juno.com. 
Support  group. 

WEST  TEXAS  GENDER  ALLIANCE:  5350 
LLano,  Abilene  TX  79605.  Email: 
temsim@jumo.com. 
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UTAH 

C DATS/SO  - ALPHA  RHO,  SALT  LAKE  CITY: 
PO  Box  571242,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84157- 
1242.  (801)553-8141.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - ENGENDERED  SPECIES:  PO 
Box  11897,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84147. 
(801)364-0136.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/TG/SO  - SALT  LAKE  GENDER  CON- 
SORTIUM: Genevera  Martin  Pres.,  PO  Box 
651073,  Salt  Lake  City  UT  84165-1073. 

: (801)576-1416.  E-mail:  geneveram@aol.com. 
Support  Group. 

VERMONT 

CD/TS  - TRANS:  (802)472-8115.  Meets  1st 
& 3rd  Tuesdays  in  Burlingtn.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - VERMONT  TRANSGENDER  SUP- 
PORT GROUP:  For  information  leave  mes- 
sage at  (802)860-8430.  Support  group. 

VIRGINIA 

* - BLACK  ROSE:  PO  Box  11161,  Arlington 
VA  22210.  (301)369-7667.  Support  group. 

*TS/SO  - METRO  AREA  GENDER  IDENTITY 
CONNECTION  (MAGIC):  MAGA,  PO  Box 
16036,  Arlington  VA  22215.(301)949-3822. 
Support  group. 

TRANS-GENDER  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION: PO  Box  16036,  Arlington  VA  22215. 

! (301)949-3822.  E-mail:  tgea@juno.com.  Web 
Site:  http://www.tgguide.com/guide/dc/ 

tgea~ndx.html.  Support  group. 

*FTM  - VIRGINIA  BOYZ:  (Richmond).  John 
(804)751-0584.  E-mail:  moojuu@gnn.com. 

‘CD/TS. SO  - BEACH  BUNNIES:  PO  Box 
641 21 M,  Virginia  Beach  VA  23467.  Support 
group. 

WASHINGTON 

‘TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUAL  LESBIANS  AND 
FRIENDS:  TLF,  Seattle,  WA  (206)292-1037. 
Support  group. 

I ‘CD/TS/SO  - EMERALD  CITY:  PO  Box  31318, 
Seattle  WA  98103.  (425)827-9494.  Support 
group. 

‘CD/TS-CINDERELLA  CIRCLE:  304  W. 
Champin,  Bellingham  WA  98225  (360)671- 
7826.  Email:  Starchild@aol.com.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PAPILLON:  P.O.  Box  1365, 
Veredale,  WA  99037.  Support  Group.  Phone: 
(509)458-2741.  Meetings  in  Spokane 

WASHINGTON,  DC 

*FTM  - DC  BOYZ:  Adam  (301)270-0372.  E- 
mail:  romandede@aol.com.  (Metro  DC.) 

‘CD/TS/SO  - TRANSGENDER  EDUCA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION  OF  GREATER 
WASHINGTON:  TGEA,  PO  Box  16036,  Ar- 
lington VA  22215.  (301)  949-3822.  Support 


group. 

CD/TS/SO  - PFLAG  (Parents,  Families  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays):  1101  - 14th 
St.  NW.  Suite  1030,  Washington,  D.C.  20005. 
Phone  (202)  638-4200.  Fax  (202)  638-0243. 
E-mail:  info@pflag.org.  Web:  http// 

www.pflag.org. 

CD/TS/SO  - WASHINGTON-BALTIMORE 
ALLIANCE:  c/o  H.  Garfinkle,  PO  Box  1994, 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20915.  Phone  (301)649- 
3960.  Support  group.  Meets  in  D.C.  metro 
area. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

‘CD/TS  - THE  VALLEY  GIRLS:  TVG,  PO  Box 
181,  Dunbar  WV  25064.  Support  group. 

‘CD/SO  - TRANS-WV:  PO  Box  2322,  Hun- 
tington WV  25724-2322.  Support  group 

WISCONSIN 

CD/TS/SO  - GEMINI  GENDER  GROUP:  PO 
Box  44211,  Milwaukee  Wl  53214.  (414)297- 
9328  (voice-mail).  E-mail: 

75261 .1 443@compuserv.com.  Support  group. 

WYOMING 

‘CD/TS  - CENTRAL  WYOMING  TG  SUP- 
PORT GROUP:  PO  Box  1301,  Evansville  WY 
82636.  (307)265-3123.  Support  group. 

CANADA 

QUEBEC 

TS/SO  - FACTT  - QUEBEC:  Box  293,  Cote  de 
Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges  Blvd., 
Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H3S  2S6. 
French-speaking  referrals,  medical  and  psy- 
chological services  and  support  group. 

TS/SO  - TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  Succ 
293  Cote-des-Neiges,  5858  Cote-des-Neiges 
Blvd.,  Montreal,  Quebec, CANADA  H3S  2S6. 
Information  and  referrals. 

CD/TS/SO  - CLUB  MET:  4113  Dorion  Street, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  CANADA  H2K  3B8. 
(514)528-8874.  Support  group.  (Formerly 
TAM.) 

TS/SO -TRANSSEXUALS  IN  PRISON:  Non- 
prisoners contact  Dee  Farmer,  23288037,  PO 
Box  4000,  Springfield  MO  65808.  Prisoners 
contact  Mrs.  Patricia  Fisher,  Succ  293  Cote- 
des-Neiges,  5858  Cote-des-Neiges  Blvd, 
Montreal,  QC,  CANADA  H3S  2S6. 

ONTARIO 

TS  - TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  c/o  The  Church 
Street  Community  Centre,  519  Church  Street, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  2C9.  Support 
group. 

CD/TS/SO  - XPRESSIONS:  PO  Box  223,  Sta- 
tion A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W  1B2. 
(416)812-6879.  Email:  dwells@sympatico.ca. 
Support  group. 

CD/TS -STREET OUTREACH  SERVICES:  c/ 


o W.  Travers,  622  Yonge  St,  2nd  FI,  Toronto, 

Ontario,  CANADA  M4Y  1Z8.  (416)926-0744 
(24  hours).  Multitude  of  services  for  TG  youth. 

IS  - PATRICIA  FLORA:  PO  BOX  425,  Postal 
Station  C,  1117  Queen  Street  West,  Toronto, 

Ontario,  CANADA  M6J  3P5. 

CD/TS/SO/FTM/MTF  - TAKE  A WALK  ON 
THE  WILD  SIDE:  161  Gerrard  St.  E,  Toronto, 

Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  2E4.  (416)  921-6112 
(24hr).  TS  support  group,  professional  ser- 
vices. Email:  info@wildside.org.  Web  site: 
www.wildside.org. 

CD/TS/SO  - GENDER  MOSAIC:  PO  Box 
7421,  Vanier  Ottawa,  Ontario,  CANADA  K1L 
8E4.  (819)770-1945.  Support  group. 

MANITOBA 

CD/TS/SO  - PRAIRIE  ROSE  GENDER 
GROUP:  PRGG,  Box  23  Grp  4 RR1 , Dugald, 
Manitoba,  ROE  0K0.  CANADA.  (204)  257- 
2759.  Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO  - MASQUERADE:  c/o  Lady  Godiva 
Boutique,  832  Corydon  Ave.,  Winnipeg, 
Manitoba,  Canada,  R3M  0Y2,  Support  Group 

ALBERTA 

CD/TS/SO  - ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB:  Box 
2000,  6802  Ogden  Rd.  SE,  Calgary,  Alberta, 
CANADA  T2C  1B4.  (403)  236  7072.  Support 
group. 

TRI-S  - PHI  SIGMA:  Box  81115,  755  Lake 
Bonavista  Drive  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alberta 
CANADA  T2J  7C9.  Phone:  (403)271-6247. 

Support  group. 

CD/TS/SO -ILLUSIONS  SOCIAL  CLUB:  Box 
33002  Glenwood  PO  , Edmonton,  Alberta, 
CANADA  T5P  4V8.  Support  group. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

TS- TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP:  Dr. 

Angela  Wensley,  14905  32nd  Avenue,  White 
Rock,  British  Columbia,  CANADA  V4P  1A4. 
(604)536-2053.  Support  group. 

CD/SO  - CORNBURY  SOCIETY:  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  CANADA  V6B 
3Z1.  Support  group. 

CD/TS  - FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  ADVANCE- 
MENT OF  TRANS-GENDERED  PEOPLE’S 
SOCIETY:  FATE,  1-1727  William  Street, 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  CANADA  V5L 
2R5  (604)254-9591. 

TG/TS/CD  - ZENITH  FOUNDATION:  Box  46, 

8415  Granville  Street,  Vancouver,  British  Co- 
lumbia, CANADA  V6P  4Z9.  (604)  261-1695. 
http://www.GenderWeb.org/~zenith  e-mail: 
Tamaras@istar.ca  MtF  & FtM. 

PUERTO  RICO 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  PO  Box  36-4842, 

San  Juan  PR  00936-4842.  Phone  (787)782- 
9600.  Fax  (809)782-1411.  HIV/AIDS  outreach 
organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  16  SE  #1  j>0^ 

I i 


Caparra  Terrace,  Rio  Piedras  PR  00921. 
Phone  (787)782-9600  Fax  (787)782-1411. 
HIV/AIDS  outreach  organization. 

SIDA  DE  PUERTO  RICO:  Calle  Estrella  #30, 
Ponce  PR  00731 . Phone  (787)844-9600.  Fax 
(787)841  -1485.  HIV/AIDS  outreach  organization. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARGENTINA 

TS  - TRANSSEXUALS  FOR  THE  RIGHT  OF  LIFE 
AND  IDENTITY:  TRANSDEVI,  Casilla  de  Correo 
151,  C.P.  1748  Gral.  Rodriguez,  Buenos  Aires. 

BRAZIL 

TS  - PURPURINA  (GLITTER)  PROJECT: 
Katia  Monteiro,  no.  55  Rua  DA  Gloria,  #30, 
Gloria,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Phone:  02-252-4757. 
FAX:  02-227-5944.  Educational  outreach. 
AIDS  awareness,  referrals. 

TS  - GRUPO  BRASILEIRO  de 
TRANSEXUAIS  (Brazilian  Transsexual's 
Assoc.):  Caixa  Postal  1097,  Cuiaba-MT 
78.005-970. 

AFRICA 

NIGERIA 

TRANSFORMATION  SECOND  SELF:  c/o 

Jane  Enuneku,  KM  4 Idiroko  Road,  PO  Box 
1006,  OTA,  OGUN  STATE,  WEST  AFRICA. 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

PHOENIX:  c/o  Desiree  Dexter,  PO  Box  1332, 
Springs,  1560,  Gauteng.  Phone:  +27111  362 
5247. 

SATRU:  (S.  African  Transexual  Research  Unit) 
PO  Box  87283,  Houghton,  Johannesburg 
2041. 

ENGLAND 

TS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  2 Shirburn  Ave., 
Mainsfield,  Notts.,  NG18  2BY.  Email: 
1 00572.2376@compuserve.com. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY:  27  Old  Gloucester 
Street,  London  WC1 N-3XX.  Phone:  +44-1 582- 
41-2220. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNERS’  GROUP: 
phones:  +44-1223-441 246  (South),  +44-1203- 
717528  (Central  & Wales). 

BEAUMONT  TRUST:  BM  Charity,  London, 
WC1N  3XX. 

GENDYS  NETWORK:  BM  Gendys,  London, 
England  DE56  IDE,  Phone:  01773  828973, 
e-mail:  jedbland@msmail.com  webSite:  http:/ 
/www.gendys. mcmail.com/  Support  Group. 

TS  - CHANGE:  BM  Box  3440,  London  WC1 N 
3XX.  Phone:  +44-0-1303-259543.  Email: 
TS1CHANGE@AOL.COM.  Home  page:  http:/ 
/users. aol.com/tsl  change/private/ 
homepage.htm. 

FRIENDS  MERSEYSIDE:  36  Bolton  Street,  Liverpool, 
L3-5LX.  Phone:  +44-151  -709-31 81 , Fri.  7.30-9  GMT. 


FTM  NETWORK  [also  PRESS  FOR  CHANGE]: 
BM  Network,  London,  WC1 N 3XX.  Phone:  +44- 
161-423-1915,  Wed.  8pm-10.30  pm  Wed. 
GMT).  Email:  s.t.whittle@mmu.ac.uk. Web  site: 
httpA  \ ourworld.compuserve.com\homepages\ 
press_for_change.  Support,  political  lobbying 
and  education  group. 

THE  GENDER  TRUST:  BM  Gentrust,  London, 
WC1N-3XX.  Phone:  +44-1305-269222  before 
10  pm  GMT.  Overseas  Representative,  Dor- 
othy Francis,  The  Gender  Trust,  3 Hartington 
Villas,  Hove,  BN3  6HF,  ENGLAND. 

TS  - GENDER  IDENTITY  CONSULTANCY 
SERVICES:  10,  Warwick  Rd.,  Earls  Court, 
London  SW5  9UH.  Phone:  +44-1071  244 
6090,  FAX:  0171  244  6090.  Email: 

GICS@aol.com. 

INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  TRANSIENT 
AFFINITY:  Box  2,  1 Banks  Building,  School 
Green  Road,  Freshwater,  Isle  of  Wight,  P040- 
9AJ.  Human  rights/research. 

MERMAIDS:  BM  Mermaids,  London  WC1N 
3XX.  Group  for  children  and  teenagers  with 
gender  dysphoria  and  their  families. 

NORTHERN  CONCORD:  PO  Box  258, 
Manchester  M60-1LN.  Phone:  +44-161-236- 
1311. 

OUSU  TRANSGENDER  GROUP:  Oxford 
University  Student  Union,  Little  Clarendon 
Street,  Oxford.  Phone:  +44-1865-270777. 

ROSE’S  CLUB:  29  Roundel  Street  BUTTER- 
FLY CLUB:  PO  Box  210,  BT1-1BG,  Belfast. 
Phone:  +44-585-430408. 

TRANS-GENDER  ARCHIVE:  c/o  Dr.  Richard 
Ekins,  University  of  Ulster,  Coleraine,  Co. 
Liderry  BT  52  ISA.  Library  and  archive  refer- 
ence resource. 

SCOTLAND 

CROSSLYNX:  c/o  SGLS,  PO  Box  38  Glasgow, 
G2-2QF.  Phone:  +44-141  -221  -8372.  HelpLine: 
+44-141-332-3333. 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY  PARTNER'S  GROUP: 
phones:  +44-01389-380389. 

vANITY  CLUB  UK:  for  girls  on  the 
Internet. Provides  friendship  and  contact  with 
others  for  those  wishing  to  get  out  and  enjoy 
being  T friendly  locations.  Details  on  VC  UK 
web  site:  http://www.geocities.com/ 

westhollywood/village/7604 

WALES 

SOUTH  WALES  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o  Martina 
Rees,  56a  Kinross  Ct,  Ridgway  Road,  Llan- 
Romney,  Cardiff,  VF3-9AE. 

FRANCE 

ASSOC.  BEAUMONT  CONTINENTAL:  ABC, 
BP-3,  F-68350  Didenheim. 

ASSOCIATION  D’AIDE  AUX 

TRANSSEXUELS:  AAT,  Maison  des  Associa- 
tions, 93  La  Canabiere,  13001  Marseille. 


ASSOCIATION  DEVENIR  FEMME:  Les 
Terrasses  du  Mediterranee,  13006  Marseille. 

ASSOCIATION  DU  SYNDROME  DE  BEN- 
JAMIN: Relais  59-59  avenue  Daumesnil,  3 r 
Keller,  75012,  Paris.  01  43  47  2125. 

CARITIG:  B.P  17-22,  75810  PARIS  CEDEX 
17,  FRANCE.  Phone  33-1-42-27-42-28.  Fax 
33-1-64-31-05-82.  Web:  http:// 

www.intersocial.org/caritig.  Center  for  assis- 
tance, research  and  information  on 
transsexuality  and  gender  identity. 

SWITZERLAND 

KONTAKFORUM  FEMME  TRAVESTIE: 
Postfach  6788,  CH-8023,  Zurich. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFE  GRUPPE:  Postfach  92, 
CH-9008  St.  Gallen. 

SPAIN 

TS  - COLETIVO  DE  TRANSEXUALES  DE 
CATALUNA:  C.  Balmes,  70,  lo  la,  08830  Sant 
Boi  de  Lobregat,  Barcelona.  Phone:  08080 
3454  6398  Wed.  7.30-9  pm.  Please  speak 
Spanish. 

TS/FTM/MTF  - IDENTIDAD  DE  GENERO: 
Apartado  3023,  Granada  18080.  Non-profit 
support  group. 

GERMANY 

IS  - AIS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Postfach  7, 
71201  Rottenburg  am  Neckar.  (Fluent  English, 
German.) 

BODY  AND  SOUL:  c/o  KIBISS  KISS.  Hanover. 
Phone:  +0511/666567  Oder  Stefanie  0511/ 
457347. 

TV/TS  - ChelSI  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen, 
Roesslerstr.  9,  09113  Chemnitz.  Phone:  +49- 
371  -50094  (Friday  only).  FAX:  +49-371  -55867. 

CLUB  NEUES  LEBEN  NOVA:  PO  Box  71 0232, 
80634  Munchen.  Phone:  +49-089/791 6643, 6- 
6:30  pm  (CET).  Please  speak  German. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FRANKFURT  AM 
MAIN:  Postfach  10  10  46,  63010  Offenbach. 
Tel.  069/8001008. 

TV/TS  - GEREDE  e.V.:  Treff  Sachsen,  Wiener 
Strasse  41, 01219,  Dresden.  Phone: +49-351/ 
4640220  (Friday  only). 

INFORMATIONS  KONTAKT  UND 
VERMITTLUNGSSTELLEFUR 
TRANSSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN  IN  BADEN 
WURTTEMBERG  e.V.:  IKV,  c/o  AOK 
Karlsruhe,  Kriegstr.  41,  D-76133,  Karlsruhe. 
Phone/FAX:  +49-721-62-3382. 

LEBENSBERATUNG  FUR  TRANSEXUELLE 
MENSCHEN  IM  SAARLAND:  c/o  Dr.  Waltraud 
Schiffels,  Schlossstr  6,  D-66117, 

Saarbruecken.  Phone:  +49-0681-583912 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  FUR 

TRANSSEXUELLE  MENSCHEN  IN 
TUBINGEN:  DAGMAR  KALTENMARK,  c/o 
Sozialforum,  Tubingen  e.V.,  Paulinenstr.  25, 
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D-72072,  Tubingen.  Phone: +49-7472- 

6048. Email:  100722.3070@compuserve.com. 

SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE:  Monika  Lusche, 
Muehlstr.  26,  74399  Waldheim.  Phone:  +49- 
7143-33502.  Astrid  Votz,  Forstr.  10,  71111 
Waldenbach.  Phone:  07157/8222.  Email: 
10722.3070@compuserve.com  or 

1 01 57. 1 1 1 6@compuserve.com. 

SONTAGSCLUB  e.V.:  Rhinover  Strasse  8,  D- 
10437,  Berlin.  Phone:  +49-30-208-2035  (Fri- 
day 6-8  CET).  Email:  kasimir@inf.fu-berlin.de. 

INTERESSENGEMEINSCHAFT 
TRANSSEXUELLEGRUPPE  IN  DER  SEKIS: 
Albrecht-Achilles-Str.  65, 10709  Ber;in.  Phone: 
030/8926602. 

TRANSIDENTITAS:  Postfach  1 0 1 0 46, 6301 0, 
Offenbach.  Phone:  +49-69-800-1008. 

TRANSSEXUELLEN-ARBEITSKREIS:  c/o 
HUCH,  Westring  278,  D-24116,  Kiel.  Phone: 
+49-431-17090.  FAX:  431-17099. 

TSH  ESSEN:  c/o  Claudia  Peppen  horst, 
Caesarstr.  34,  D-45130,  Essen.  Phone:  +49- 
201-786899. 

TSH  MUNSTER:  c/o  MIKS,  Herwarthstr  2, 
48143  Muenster.  Phone:  +49-251/511263, 
Claudia  Scholz. 

TS  GRUPPE  HAMBURG:  Christian  Susan 
Black,  Nubeblerkamp  13a,  22175  Hamburg. 
Phone:  040-754-4323. 

TVV:  PO  Box  1148,  D-65780,  Hattersheim. 

TS  - VIVA  TS  SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE 
MUNCHEN  e.V.:  c/o  Peter  Reidel, 

Hirschbergstr.  14,  D-80634,  Munchen.  Phone: 
+48-89-134681  6-6:30  pm  CET.  Please  speak 
German.  FAX:  +49-89-162324. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFE  BIELEFELD:  C/0  Praxis 
fuer  Beratung  und  Psychotherapie,  Herrn 
Detlef  Kunert,  Karl-Eilers-Str.  1,  33602 
Bielefeld.  Phone:  0521/63623. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFEGRUPPE  BONN:  c/o 
SEKIS  Bonn,  Lotharstr.  95,  53115  Bonn. 
Phone:  0228/221754. 

SHG  DUESSELDORF:  c/o  Stefanie  Sander, 
Pleistr.  1,  B-4731  Eynatten/Belgian.  Phone/ 
FAX:  0032/87852833. 

TS-GRUPPE:  c/o  AIDS-Hilfe  Thueringen, 
Postfach  50,  99001  Erfurt.  Phone:  0361/ 
7312233. 

TS-ANGEHOERIGENGRUPPE  AWO- 
BERATUNGSZENTRUM:  Luetzow-Str.  32, 
450101  Essen.  Phone:  0201/312051,  0201/ 
312052. 

TS  - SELBSTHILFE  GOETTINGEN,  TS  IN 
PRAXIS  DR.  WIEDEKING:  Buehlstr.  28a, 
37037  Goettingen.  Phone:  0551/46755. 

SHG-HEIDELBERG:  Andreas  Kress,  Postfach 
103766,  69029  Heiderlberg. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG  KOBLENZ:  c/o 
Joana,  phone:  0261/45040. 


TRANSEXUELLENGRUPPE  KOELN:  c/o 
Karin,  phone:  02196/1739. 

PRO  FAMILIA  SACHSEN:  c/o  Prof.  Dr.  L. 
Aresin,  04315  Leipzig.  Phone:  0341/61530. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.V.  SHG:  c/o  Christoph, 
phone:  0391/5614616. 

SHG  MANHEIM:  Andreas  Tremmel,  Postfach 
1242,  67370  Dudenhofen. 

TRANSIDENTITAS  e.  V.:  WUF-ZENTRUM, 
Niggelweg  2,  97082  Wuerzberg,  jeden4. 

AUSTRIA 

TransX-Verein  TransGender:  PO  Box  331,  A- 
1171,  Wien. 

BELGIUM 

FRANJEPOOT:  Postbox  53,  B-2100  Deurne  1 . 

GENDERSTICHTING  (BELGIUM  GENDER 
FOUNDATION):  Pluimstraat  48,  B-8500, 
Kortrijk.  Phone:  +32-56-21-9541  (M-F  9-11 :30 
am,  1-4:30  pm,  M & W to  8 pm). 

TS  - VERVLIET  JESSICA:  Kerkplaats  22, 2990 
Gooreind  - Wuustwezel,  Belgium.  Place  to  stay 
before  and  after  surgery. 

DENMARK 

FPE-NE  DENMARK:  Postboks  361,  DK-1504 
Copenhagen  V.  Email:  FPE-NE. DK@dk- 
online.dk.  Web  site:  http://www2.dk. online/ 
users.fpe-ne.dk. 

TRANSVISION:  PO  Box  280,  DK-1502, 
Copenhagen  V. 

TRANSPAL:  c/o  Jen  Christiansen,  Ostergade 
20  E,  DK  9870  Sindal  Phone/fax:  +011  45 
98935253.  Social. 

CD/TS/TG  - TRANSVESTIFORENIGEN  I 
DANMARK:  TID,  Postbox  9071,  1309 
Kobenhavn  K.  Contacts:  Solveig,  chairwoman, 
+45  44999920,  Fax  +45  44959573.  Fyn  Mirell, 
+45  64801810,  phone  & fax.  Jylland  Cille,  +45 
97742299,  phone  & fax.  Email:  tid@danbbs.dk. 
Web  site:  http://www.danbbs.dk/~tid.  The  club 
is  open  to  other  “Ts”  also  but,  the  main  focus  is 
on  crossdressing. 

NORWAY 

FPE-NE  NORWAY:  Box  1968,  Vika,  N-0125 
Oslo. 

EUROFANTASIA:  Box  442,  N-4301  Sandnes. 
Phone  & FAX:  +47-51-66-24-22.  Email: 
jennys@transgender.org. 

SWEDEN 

TS  - BENJAMIN:  PO  Box  9083,  S 102  71, 
Stockholm.  Phone:  +46-40-61 1 -9923,  Tues.  7- 
9 pm  CET. 

FPE-S  SWEDEN:  Box  49029,  S-400  64 
Gothenburg.  Phone:  +46-8-34-1316. 

PHI  PI  EPSILON  SVERIGE:  Box  529,  S-101 
30  Stockholm. 


FINLAND 

DREAMWEAR  CLUB:  Box  159,  FIN-80101 
Joensuu. 

SETA:  c/o  Trans  Center,  Box  135,  FIN-00251 
Helsinki.  Phone:  +358-0-2411-135.  Email: 
ekt@seta.fi. 

NETHERLANDS 

IS  - AIS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  (038)  269845.  (Fluent 
English,  Dutch.) 

TS  - WERKGROEP  TRANSSEKSUALITEIT 
GRONINGEN:  EENDRACHTSKADE  NZ  19, 9718 
BB  GRONINGEN,  +31  -(50)  527-35-89.  Contact  H.H. 
VISSCHER,  E-MAIL:  francina@worldaccess.nl. 

GENDERTEAM  AMSTERDAM:  Prof.  Dr.  L.J.G. 
Gooren,  Dept.  Endocrynology/Andrology,  Free  Uni- 
versity Hospital,  PO  Box  7057, 1 007  MB,  Amsterdam. 
Phne:  +31-020-444-0542  ext.  1 99.  FAX:  444-0502. 

FTM  - HET  JONGENSUUR:  Binnenkadijk  1 78, 
1018  ZH  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31  020- 
6221710. 

TV/TS  - LANDELIJKE  KONTAKTGROEP 
TRAVESTIE  EN  TRANSSEKSUALITEIT:  LKG 
T&T,  Postbus  11575,  1001  GN  Amsterdam. 
Phone:  +31  10  -453-18-93.  Email: 

Rosalind@xs4all.nl. 

NEDERLANDSE  VERENIGING  HUMANITAS: 
PO  Box  71,  NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam.  Phone: 
+31  020-5231100.  MTF,  FTM  self  help  groups. 

FTM  - MANNENGROEP:  c/o  Humanitas,  PO 
Box  71 , NL-1000  AB  Amsterdam.  Phone:  +31 
020-5231100.  FTM  support  group. 

MTF/SO  - WERKGROEP  FACET:  Rode 
Kruislaan  61 , NL  - 5628  GB  Eindhoven.  Phone: 
+31-40-241-5475. 

TURKEY 

LAMBDA  ISTANBUL,  PK  103  Goztepe, 
Istanbul.  Fax  90.212.224.3792. 

TV/TS  - SEXUAL  LIBERTIES:  Use  the  ablove 
mailing  instructions  for  TravestyTTranssexualle, 
c/o  Iskendar  Savasir.  Educational  outreach  for 
all  Islamic  countries. 

PAKISTAN 

KHUSRA  OF  PAKISTAN:  c/o  Muhamid  Aslam 
Khusra,  PF-34  Abbotabad  Hockey  Stadium, 
Abbotabad. Phone:  +92-5921-6158  (leave 
message)  or  5921-2858. 

BANGLADESH 

YOUTH  APPROACH:  3,  Purana  Paltan, 
Dhaka-1000,  Bangladesh.  Phone:  88-02- 
7555321.  Email:  yadc@bangla.net. 

RUSSIA 

TV/TS  - ICE  AND  FIRE  MOSCOW:  Margaret 
Mankevitch,  c/o  Masha  Oleheva,  95-1-36 
Vernadsky  Ave.,  117526,  Moscow.  Write  Di- 
rectly to  Margaret  Mankevich.  DO  NOT  PUT 
GROUP  NAME  OR  TITLE  ON  ENVELOPE. 


P 29 


TV/SO  - FPE  LATVIA:  Elga  Remes,  Jurmala, 
15,  PO  Box  17  LATVIA  LV  2015. 

TV/TS/GLBT/CD  - CORN-FLOWERS,  The 
Russian  Society  at  the  Volga  River’s  Area:  c/o 
Yuri  Kumykov,  PO  Box  10,  Saratov  RUSSIA. 
Social  group. 

AUSTRALIA 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES 

F-M  TS  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box 
1349,  Strawberry  Hills,  2012.  Telephone:  +61- 
02-319-2034. 

THE  GENDER  CENTRE  INC.:  PO  Box  266, 
Petersham,  NSW  2049.  Telephone:+61-02- 
569-2366.  Email:  gender@rainbow.nte.au. 
Support  group,  counseling,  referrals,  accom- 
modations, HIV  information/materials. 

CD  - LES  GIRLS:  PO  Box  504,  Burnwood, 
2134. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  NSW:  PO  Box  168, 
Westgate,  2048.  Telephone:  +61  -02-569-6239 
(Thurs.  eve.).  Email:  kim@seahors.cv.com. 

SEX  WORKERS  OUTREACH  TRANSGEN- 
DER SUPPORT  PROJECT:  SWOP,  PO  Box 
1453,  Darlinghurst  2010.  Phone:  +61-02-212- 
2600;  FAX  : 212-3978. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  COALITION: 
TLC,  PO  Box  208,  Kings  Cross,  2011.  Phone: 
+61-02-358-5664. 

QUEENSLAND 

IS  - MARY  RUSSELL:  PO  Box  3371,  Logan 
Hyperdrome,  Loganholme,  4129. 

AUS.  TRANSGEN  DERIST  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.  INC.:  ATSAQ,  PO  Box  212,  New 
Farm,  4005,  Phone:  +61-07-846-3787  (24- 
hour  helpline),  236-2400,  FAX  236-2398. 

FTM  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  212, 
West  End,  4005,  Phone:  07-846-3787. 

GENDER  CLINIC:  484  Adelaide  Street, 
Brisbane,  4000.  Phone:  +61-07-839-8262. 


AUSTRALIAN  TRANSGENDER  SUPPORT 
ASSOC.:  PO  Box  212,  New  Farm,  Brisbane, 
OLD  4005.  Phone:  +61  03-846-3787.  Fax:  +61 
03-254-2680.  Support  group,  professional  ser- 
vices and  referrals,  24-hour  help  line. 

SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  QUEENSLAND: 
PO  Box  574,  Annerley  Brisbane,  4103.  Phone: 
61  7 38922124. 

SELF  HEALTH  FOR  QUEENSLAND  WORK- 
ERS IN  THE  SEX  INDUSTRY:  SQWISI,  PO 
Box  689,  West  End  41 01 . Phone:  +61  -07-844- 
4565.  FAX:  844-8840. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA 

CVARROUSEL  CLUB  INC:  a non-profit  group 
that  provides  a social  outlet  and  support  for 
crossdressers  and  transsexuals  of  all  ages  and 
nationalities.  PO.  Box  721 , Marleston  SA  5033, 
Australia.  Phone  Michelle  61  8 8281  6190  or 
Carol  61  8 8289  2409 

TRANSGENDER  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA:  Contact:  Lana 
Barlow,  8 Mawson  Rd,  Meadows,  South  Aus- 
tralia, 5201 

CHAMELEONS  GROUP:  PO  Box  907,  Kent 
Town,  5071.  Phone:  +61-08-362-1611. 

SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  TRANSSEXUAL  SUP- 
PORT: Phone:  +61-08-362-3223,  Gayline; 
362-1611,  Jenny. 

VICTORIA 

CHAMELEON  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA  INC.: 
PO  Box  500,  Williamstown,  Victoria  3016. 
Phone:  61-3-93159172.  Email: 

lynne@melbpc.org.au. 

FTM  TS  - BOYS  WILL  BE  BOYS:  PO  Box  328, 
Northcote,  3070. 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  CLINIC  AT  THE 
MONASH  MEDICAL  CENTRE:  Clayton  Cam- 
pus, 246  Clayton  Road,  Clayton  3168.  Phone: 
+61-03-955-1437,  ask  for  Dawn. 


SEAHORSE  CLUB  of  VICTORIA,  INC.:  GPO 
Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  Victoria  3001.  Phone: 
+61  359-711-684.  Support  group. 

TRANSGENDER  LIBERATION  AND  CARE: 
TLC,  PO  Box  1674,  South  Preston,  3071. 
Phone:  +61-394-811-506,  ask  for  Sharon. 
Email:  gayle@melbpc.org.au. 


CHAMELEON  SOCIETY:  PO  Box  367,  Victoria 
Park,  6163.  Phone:  +61-01-577-1753. 

GENDER  COUNCIL  OF  AUSTRALIA  (W.A.) 
INC.:  PO  Box  58,  Victoria  Park,  6110.  Phone: 
+61-09-362-5447. 

WATS  SUPPORT  UNITY  AND  PRIDE: 
WATSUP,  PO  Box  771,  Doubleview,  6018. 

NEW  ZEALAND 

IS  - INTERSEX  SOCIETY  OF  NEW 
ZEALAND:  PO  Box  9196,  Wellington.  Phone: 
+6  4 4727386,  FAX: +6  4 4727387. 

NEW  ZEALAND  GENDER  DYSPHORIA 
FOUNDATION:  NZGDF,  PO  Box  2827, 
Auckland. 

TOPS:  PO  Box  68-509,  Newton,  Auckland. 
Phone:  64  9 3666  106.  Fax:  (09)  3666  106- 
8462  549.  Support  group  and  trans  friendly 
medical  clinic. 


ELIZABETH  CLUB:  5-32-18  Kameido,  Koto- 
ku,  Tokyo  136.  Phone:  +81-3-3683-6092. 

ELIZABETH  NAGOYA  SHOP:  1-13-15 
Noritake  Nakamura-Ku,  Nagoya-shi  453. 

FTM  NIPPON:  c/o  Adachi-Ku,  Adachi-Nishi- 
post  office,  Tokyo  123.  Email: 
ftmjapan@mxm.meshnet.or.jp.  Support  group 
and  professional  services.  Newsletter  is  in 
Japanese  only.  Correspondence  in  English  is 
acceptable. 

ASIAN  TS  CLUB:  c/o  FTM  Nippon,  Adachi- 
ku,  Adachi-Nishi  Post  Office,  Tokyo  1 23.  Asian 
international  TG 


JAPAN 


WEST  AUSTRALIA 


60  Broadway 
Monticello,  NY  12701 

(914) 796-4752 

You  will  be  thrilled  with  the  results!!!! 

Skilled  make-up  artist  for  over  27  years 
Branded  line  for  20  years 
Now  offering  free  five  minute  phone  consultation 


TRANSFORMA  TIONS 

by  Moonshine 

Complete  Instruction  - Fashion  Make-up 
A fun  way  to  spend  an  afternoon! 


For  free  information  write  to: 

MNS 

P.O.  Box  1533 
Vista,  CA.  92085-1533 


—Now  Offering  Professional  Services  Privately— 

For  that  Special  Occasion  when  you  want  to  look  your  best, 
have  your  picture  taken  or  create  a new  look. 


CHECK  OUT  THE  GROWING  TV/TS  SECTION  OF  OUR  WEBSITE. 
10%  OFF  YOUR  ORDER  WITI I MENTION  OF  THIS  AD. 

www.Moonshines-Sex-Mall.com 
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Amoena  attachable  forms...  t 
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Discrene  attachable  forms... 

$369  a pair  |p 

Attachable  nipbles  with  textured  tip...  J 

$32  a pair  $ 

Goddess  Bras... Carnival  Bras 
Strapless,  Longline  & Waistlength 

with  matching  Panties  1 

<?/  " : A 

A 
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Loyd  i as 

TV  Fashions  Since  1981 


FROM  HEAD  TO  TOE... 


III// 


SHOES  TO  SIZE  15W 


BOOTS  IN  MEN'S  SIZES 


PADDED  FOUNDATIONS 


WIDE  FINGERNAILS 


BEARD  COVER 


...WHERE  YOUR  FEMININE 
EXPERIENCE  BEGINS! 


WHEN  IN  TOWN,  VISIT  LYDIA  S FOR  A MAKEOVER  OR 
MANICURE.  CHANGING  ROOMS  AVAILABLE 


VISIT  LYDIA’S  WEB  SITE  AT 
WWW  . LYDIASTV  . COM 


SINCE  1981,  “THE  SEARS  ROEBUCK” 
OF  CROSSDRESSING.  PHONE,  FAX  OR 
SEND  FOR  OUR  NEW  1997  CATALOG, 
ONLY  SI  0.00. 


13835-37  VENTURA  BLVD 

SHERMAN  OAKS,  CA  91423 


MON-SAT  • 12  TO  8 PM  • (818)  995-7195 


MASTERCARD  & VISA  WELCOME 


June  is  Queer  Pride  Month!  Remember 
Stonewall  and  celebrate  our  diversity! 

7:  Comstock  Empire  Silver  Dollar  Court 
Coronation  Ball,  Reno,  NV 

10-14:  BeAll,  Pittsburgh  PA,  POB  15408, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15237,  (412)224-6015  (open 
to  all  TG-identified  people) 

1 2-:  Tiffany  Club  Spring  Prom:  Randolf 
Country  Club,  Randolf,  MA.  For  more  info  call 
781-891-9325.  All  are  invited! 

14:  The  Imperial  Heart  of  the  Golden 
Circle  Empire  Coronation  Ball,  Redding,  CA 

19-21:  Gender  Sexuality,  and  Law 
Conference,  Staffordshire,  England,  contact: 
GSL98  Conference,  Dept  of  Law,  Keele 
University,  Staffordshire,  ST5  5BG,  England, 

UK,  Phone:  0 1 782-5932 1 8 e-mail: 
<GSL98@kelle.ac.uk> 

26-28:  Second  Annual  Malibu  Men's 
Retreat,  For  female  birth-assigned,  male- 
identified  individuals,  contact:  Max  Fuhrmann, 
(805)  496-4442,  FRFTM@aol.com 


3-5:  Gaylaxicon  8,  Troy,  Michigan,  POB  700392, 
Plymouth  Michigan,  48 1 70.  Email 
Gaylaxcon8@aol.com,  (Sci-Fi  Con) 

5:  The  Imperial  Court  of  Nebraska's  Corona- 
tion, Omaha,  NE 

12:  The  Imperial  Court  de  San  Diego's 
Coronation,  San  Diego,  CA 

15-19:  6th  Annual  Spouses  and  Partners 
International  Conference  for  Education  (SPICE), 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  POB  5304,  Katy,  TX,  7749 1 - 
5304,  (2 1 5)860-927 1 , e-mail  melpeg@phoenix.net 
(for  heterosexual  crossdressers  and  family). 

July  1 2-August  8:  Amsterdam  Summer  Institute 
on  Sexuality,  Culture  and  Society.  Contact: 
Mariette  Blokhuis,  International  School,  Umversiteit 
van  Amsterdam,  Oudezijds,  Achtberburgwal  1 85, 

1 0 1 2 DK  Amsterdam  phone: +31  20  5252435.  e- 
mail:  summerins@pscw.uva.nl  (Scientific  study 
program  for  advanced  students) 

26:  The  Imperial  Sovereign  Gem  Court  of 
Idaho's  Coronation,  Boise,  ID 

26:  The  Imperial  Court  de  Fort  Worth/ 
Arlington’s  Coronation,  Ft.  Worth,  TX 


a Transgender  Person 
over  for  a BBQ  Month 


9:  The  United  Court  of  Austin 
Coronation,  Austin  TX 

9:  The  Snowy  Owl  Monarchist  Society 
Barony  Ball,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 

Canada 

I 6:  The  Imperial  Sovereign  Court  of 
Montana's  Coronation,  Missoula,  MT 

23:  The  Imperial  Sovereign  Court  of 
the  Emerald  Empire's  Coronation, 

Eugene,  OR 

23:  The  Royal  Sovereign  Ducal  Court 
of  London/Southwestern  Ontario’s 
Coronation,  London,  Ontario,  Canada 

31:  The  Imperial  Court  of  All  Alaska’s 
25th  Coronation.  Anchorage,  AK 

22-29:  Dignity  Cruise,  Barcelona,  Spain. 

(CANCELED). 


the  buckey  Empire  of  All  Ohio's  Coronation, 

Cincinnati,  OH 

18-21:  Third  Annual  International  Congress  on 
Sex  and  Gender,  Exeter  College  London,  England. 
Contact:  Jan  Cobb,  PFC  BM  network,  London, 

WCIN  3 XX  tel:  +44  (0)  1 473  42 1 385,  e-mail: 
<Cong.bool@pfc.org.uk> 

20:  The  Grand  Ducal  Council  of  San  Francisco’s 
Coronation,  San  Francisco,  CA 

24-27:  The  2nd  International  Transgender  Film  and 
Video  Festival,  London,  Engalnd 
<gentrust@mistral.co.uk> 

27:  The  Imperial  Court  of  the  Grand  Teton's 
Coronation,  Pocatello,  ID 

28:  The  Royal  Commonwealth  Society  Barony  of 
Massachusetts’  Adornment,  Boston,  MA 
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OCTOBER 

October  is  International  Transgender  Dressing 
Up  (nobody  wil!  gettnat  I’m  Transgenderf  Month 

Sept  3 1 -Oct  4:  Southern  Comfort  Conference, 

Atlanta,  GA  SCC,  POB  7759 1 , Atlanta,  GA  30357- 
1591.  (404)  633-6470  <sccatl@aol.com> 

4:  The  Royal  Court  de  Santa  Monica's  Corona- 
tion, Santa  Monica,  CA 

1 1:  The  Imperial  Sovereign  Court  of  Spokane's 
25th  Coronation,  Spokane,  WA 

15-17:  Lavender  Law  Conference,  Sponsored  by 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Association, 
Boston.  MA,  NLGLA,  POB  57225,  Washington, 
DC  20036,  E-mail  www.nlgla.org  (TG  inclusive  by- 
laws, Board  and  Conference  curriculum) 

18:  The  Imperial  Court  of  All  Hawaii's  Corona- 
tion, Honolulu,  HI 

1 8-25:  Fantasia  Fair,  Provincetown,  MA,  Fan  Fair, 
POB  473,  Portsmouth,  Rl  0287 1 -0473  (7  days  of 
fun  and  education  for  all) 

25:  The  United  Court  of  the  Lone  Star  Empire, 
Incorporated’s  Coronation,  Dallas  TX 

25:  The  Imperial  Sovereign  Rose  Court  of 
Oregon’s  Coronation,  Portland,  OR 


NOVEMBER 


I:  The  Royal  Barony  of  the  Desert  Empire's 
Adornment  I,  Las  Vegas,  NV 

5-8:  Fall  Harvest,  Minneapolis,  MN,  POB  14844, 

Minneapolis  MN,  55414  (open  to  all  TG-identified 
people  and  friends). 

5-8:  Paradise  In  the  Poconos,  Poconos  PA,  POB 

6 1 263,  King  of  Prussia  PA  1 9406,  (6 1 0)  640-9449 
e-mail  poco@cdspub.com  (for  CDs  and  partners) 

8:  The  United  Court  of  the  Pike’s  Peak  Empire's 
Coronation,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 

8:  The  Barony  of  Northern  Utah  of  the 
RCGSE's  Coronation,  Ogden,  UT 

11-15:  I Ith  Annual  Creating  Change  Confer- 

ence, Pittsburg,  PA  http://www.ngltf.org/c98 

13-15:  Full  Circle  of  Women,  So.  California, 

Center  for  Gender  Sanity  POB  45  1 427, 
Westchester  CA  90045.  E-mail:  merkins@cris.com. 
(forTG  women  and  friends) 
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So  far,  I'd  been  mosdy  hanging  with 
cross-dressers  (though  I'd  had  a chance  to 
say  hello  to  Victoria,  a male  to  female  trans- 
sexual I'd  known  casually  for  years).  But 
I'd  spotted  two  young  people  I wanted  to 
talk  to  (this  conference,  like  most,  had  at- 
tracted the  kind  of  people  who  have  the 
money  to  travel,  and  that's  mosdy  middle- 
aged  white  guys),  and  so  I met  Siobhan, 
19,  and  Tina,  22.  They're  a couple  of  local 
girls,  MtF  transsexuals,  who'd  got  engaged 
to  each  other  the  previous  Saturday,  and 
they're  smart,  articulate,  politicized  and  just 
kind  of  giddily  in  love.  I spent  the  rest  of 
the  conference  hanging  with  transsexuals, 
though  mosdy  with  FtMs,  because  it  was 
both  the  most  unsettling  and  exhilarating 
place  to  be. 

Both  Siobhan  and  Tina  thought  the 
conference  important  ("We  used  to  be  on 
the  defensive.  Now  we  get  Keith  Norton 
talking  about  transgender  rights"),  but, 
with  all  the  fine  arrogance  of  the  young, 
they  also  felt  that  there  was  just  too  much 
time  spent  on  "looks”  issues. 

They  wanted  more  time  on  HIV  con- 
cerns, more  time  for  young  people,  more 
time  savaging  the  Clarke  Institute  of  Psy- 
chiatry, which  seems  to  have  cornered  the 
market  in  this  province  on  recommending 
sexual  reassignment  surgery  and  which 
seems  to  set  the  most  arbitrary  barriers  in 
the  way  of  those  who  want  it. 

I was  most  impressed  by  Siobhan.  She'd 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  her  testicles,  read  up 
on  how  to  do  it  and  did  it  herself  about  a 
year  ago.  ("It's  relatively  easy.  I knew  what  I 
was  doing.")  This,  she  says,  simply  horri- 
fied professionals  at  the  Clarke,  who  seem 
intent  on  turning  out  "weird  Betty  Crocker 
zombies.  They  don't  want  to  hear  you're 
sitting  at  home  reading  Thomas  Hardy. 
They  want  to  hear  that  you're  reading  Har- 
lequins." 

From  Siobhan  and  Tina,  it  was  an  easy 
step  to  a seminar  involving  James  Green, 
Dennis,  D (his  fullname),  Garuth,  Rick, 
Mykael,  Eric  and  a bunch  of  other  great 
guys,  and  not  a penis  in  the  room  except 
for  mine. 

Fleshy  Inches 

I catch  myself  staring  at  this  cute  guy, 
early  20s,  lanky,  crew  cut,  tight  white  T,  jeans, 
and  I wonder  if  I could  do  it.  I know  I'm 
attracted  to  him.  I also  know  there's  no 
cock  under  those  loose-fit  jeans.  How  im- 
portant are  a few  inches  of  flesh  to  me? 
And  will  he,  as  will  most  of  the  guys  in 
this  room,  turn  out  to  be  straight?  Which 
is  just  a little  dizzying,  since  at  one  level 
(and  probably  not  the  most  important) 
we  have  females  attracted  to  other 
females, which  generally  gets  called  lesbian- 
ism, but  at  another  we  have  guys  attracted 
to  girls,  which  generally  gets  called  hetero- 
sexuality. And  maybe,  for  the  moment,  it's 
better  just  to  go  with  it.  Which  I do. 

I'm  struck  by  the  male  body  language  in 
the  room.  There  are  all  degrees  of  transi- 
tion here,  from  James  Green,  who's  got  a 
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hairy  chest  and  arms,  trim  beard,  thin- 
ning hair  (he's  in  his  late  40s)  and  a 
completely  male  face  and  bearing,  to 
D,  who  very  clearly  has  breasts  and 
looks  like  a punky  young  dyke,  what 
with  her  pierced  eyebrow  and  uncon- 
ventional haircut. 

But  they  mostly  sit  with  their  legs 
spread  apart,  arms  hanging  loosely 
at  crotch  level,  just  like  guys  do.  Talk  is 
animated,  respectful,  smart  and  funny. 
They're  talking  about  sex  and  hor- 
mones, penises  and  testicles  and  trans- 
formation in  ways  no  group  of  het- 
erosexual bio-boys  could  ever  man- 
age because  it's  just  too  open,  just  too 
aware  of  what  an  absolutely  cosmic 
joke  our  ponderously  serious  sex  lives 
really  are. 

Favourite  Strokes 

Garuth,  an  attractive  blond  guy 
whose  breasts  are  still  pretty  visible 
(he'd  only  recently  begun  testosterone 
treatments),  is  straight,  though  he  did 
have  a surprising,  even  to  him,  affair 
with  another  straight  guy,  and  he 
mimes  for  us  his  favourite  sex  posi- 
tion, which  was  sitting  astride  his 
partner's  lap  with  the  guy's  hard  cock 
coming  up  between  his  legs, and  be- 
ing able  to  pretend  that  the  cock  he 
was  stroking  was  actually  his  own. 

Many  of  these  guys  have  been  in 
what  would  be  called  lesbian  relation- 
ships for  years,  and  there  is  much  dis- 
cussion of  the  impact  their  transition 
is  having  on  their  partners  --  how 
some  small  infraction,  accepted  almost 
without  comment  when  they  were 
perceived  as  women,  becomes  "guy 
shit"  after  they  start  the  transition; 
how  traumatic  it  is  for  a lesbian  part- 
ner to  realize  that  she's  soon  going  to 
be  perceived  as  a straight  woman;  how 
your  partner  will  notice  that  you  start 
to  smell  like  a guy,  and  how  disturb- 
ing that  is. 

There's  a great  moment  when 
someone  gets  up  the  courage  to  ask 
Dennis  to  take  his  shirt  off.  He's  a 
handsome,  slim  guy  who's  been  sit- 
ting there  with  his  shirt  half  unbut- 
toned, and  people's  eyes  have  just  kept 
sliding  over  in  that  direction,  and 
when  someone  finally  asks,  Dennis 
blushes  and  stands  up  and  takes  it 
off  and  we  get  this  perfect  guy  chest, 
smooth  and  lightly  muscled.  The 
miracle  of  cosmetic  surgery.  Garuth 
gets  down  on  his  knees  before  him. 

There's  another  incident  I find  par- 
ticularly revealing.  A guy  who's  more 
androgynous  than  the  others,  who 
hasn't  started  hormones  yet,  who  still 
kind  of  likes  that  gender  limbo,  ad- 
mits that  she  has  given  birth  to  a child. 
"It  was  something,"  he  says,  "I  wanted 
to  do  with  this  body." 


"Something  I wanted  to  do  with 
this  body."  I love  that  sense  of  slip- 
pery impermanence,  of  a body  as 
changeable  as  your  mind,  of  body 
as  project.  I'd  spoken  earlier  with  Jeff 
Brody,  a 4 1-year-old  FtM  who  is  iso 
an  art  psychotherapist,  and  he  talked 
about  how  he  saw  his  transition  as  a 
work  of  art,  one  he  was  completely 
in  charge  of. 

"Most  people  take  what  the  cul- 
ture hands  them,"  he  said.  "Most 
people  are  not  encouraged  to  create 
themselves.  The  act  of  transition  is  a 
creative  act,  like  growing  a garden  or 
producing  a sculpture.  It's  not  treat- 
ing a gender  condition. " 

I asked  him  why  it  was  so  impor- 
tant that  the  artwork,  when  he  fin- 
ishes it,  be  male.  "It's  because  the 
world  only  gives  me  two  choices," 
he  said.  "I  want  a readable  social  per- 
sona. I know  there  are  a million 
flavours  out  there,  but  the  world  in- 
sists on  two.  And  if  you  insist  on 
just  two,  call  me  'sir.'" 

Brody  also  talked  of  the  excite- 
ment that  has  swept  through  the 
transgender  movement  in  the  last 
two  years.  "These  are  our  Stonewall 
years,"  he  said.  "This  is  our  first  gen- 
eration of  activists." 


I've  been  talking  recently  with  a 
friend  of  mine,  also  a longtime  gay 
activist,  who's  been  meditating 
much  of  late  on  the  early  history  of 
the  gay  movement  in  this  city.  He 
was  remarking  that  the  movement 
began  as  a movement  for  sexual  lib- 
eration but  soon  transformed  itself 
into  a movement  for  civil  rights. 

We  agreed  that,  strategically,  there 
was  probably  little  else  we  could  have 
done.  How  would  you  have  orga- 
nized people  around  a concept  as 
vague  as  "sexual  liberation?"  And 
though  we  were  certain  that  those 
organizing  efforts  did  in  fact  create  a 
community,  there  was  a sense  of  loss, 
too,  of  having  fostered  a commu- 
nity that 's  now  strategically  mired  in 
the  gloomy  swamp  of  spousal 
rights  and  pension  plans. 

This  past  weekend  left  me  won- 
dering whether  the  vitality  we  seek 
will  be  found  within  the  gay  com- 
munity at  all.  This  past  weekend  left 
me  wondering  whether  sexual  lib- 
eration isn't  in  fact  a subset  of  a much 
more  powerful  phenomenon  that's 
getting  called  "gender  agnosticism." 

This  past  weekend  left  me  won- 
dering whether  the  torch  hasn't 
passed  from  our  hands. 


Xpressions  can  be  reached  at 
( 416)410-6949 , or  on  the 
Webatwww.xpressions.org 
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DIANE  TORR  - 

THE  DRAG  KING  WORKSHOP 


s the  initiator  and  director  of  Drag  King  Workshops 
over  the  past  9 years,  I have  led  hundreds  of 
women  through  the  experience  of  female  to  male 
crossdressing.  For  some,  this  was  a continuation 
of  their  own  exploration,  and  for  others,  it  was 
a once  only  experience.  The  workshop  enables 
women  to  intercept  their  " normal " behavior 
as  women,  and  allows  them  the  opportunity 
to  discover  different  responses,  and  to  act  in  a different 
way  from  their  everyday  behavior.  In  taking  on  a male 
identity,  the  intention  is  not  to  "pass",  although  some  women 
are  very  successful  in  their  male  guise,  but  rather  to  ques- 
tion what  is  considered  a given.  Gender  is  not  immutable, 
and  through  the  course  of  consfructing  the  masculine, 
women  learn  other  possibilities  of  being.  They  learn  to 
expand  their  repertoire  of  "performing  gender. " Of  course, 
women  have  cross-dressed  throughout  history  and  there 
are  many  women  who  have  lived  their  lives  as  men.  Dr. 
James  Miranda  Barry,  who  cross-dressed  in  order  to  gradu- 
ate from  an  Edinburgh  Medical  School  in  1812,  lived  as  a 
man  until  her  death,  is  one  example.  Billy  Tipton,  the  jazz 
musician  from  Spokane  Washington,  who  lived  as  a man 
and  was  discovered  to  have  female  sex  organs  only  affer 
death  in  1989,  is  another,  more  recent,  example.  How- 
ever, there  is  a big  difference  between  women  who  cross- 
dress  for  a day,  or  a week,  and  female-to-male  transsexu- 
als. For  the  most  part,  the  participants  of  the  Drag  King 
Workshop  are  women  who  want  to  try  out  another  gen- 
der. Women  have  taken  the  workshop  who  wanted  to 
use  the  disguise  to  their  advantage,  as  in  buying  a car  or 
to  gain  entry  to  places  and  situations  which  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  access  as  women.  The  idea  of  creating  an  alter 
ego  as  a man  is  a useful  strategy,  for  instance,  for  women 
who  want  to  travel  alone  in  countries  where  women  of 
any  age  are  sexual  targets. 


DRAG  KING  FOR  A DAY 

Donna  X 

I was  ambivalent  about  going  to  the 
Drag  King  Workshop.  I couldn’t  make  up 
my  mind  to  go,  yet  something  slowly 
pulled  me  there.  When  I arrived  at 
Mariette’s  apartment,  a few  shirtless  women 
weie  in  die  process  of  wrapping  their  breasts 
with  stretch  bandages  to  flatten  them  out. 
Diane  Ton  was  about  to  glue  a thin  mus- 
tache on  the  first  drag  king.  For  the  first 
hour  I held  back,  unsure  if  I would  stay  or 
leave.  I had  only  seen  the  workshop  flyer 
die  day  before  and  hadn’t  had  time  to  fol- 
low its  instnrctions:  “Participants  must 
atpply  clothing  drey  will  need  for  dreir  male 
persorta.  Please  drink  very  carefully  about 
the  kind  of  man  you  would  like  to  be- 
come, and  bring  tire  appropriate  outfit."  I 
was  unprepared.  Tire  best  I could  come  up 
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with  was  a woman’s  blouse,  jeans  and  a neck- 
tie this  was  less  titan  manly.  I contemplated 
watching  for  a while  and  then  leaving.  How 
could  I possibly  pull  off  passing  as  a man, 
and  a petite  little  five  foot  one  inch  man  at 
that?  Did  I even  want  to?  We  sat  around  a 
coffee  table,  I munched  on  cheese  and  crack- 
ers as  I watched  the  first  couple  of 
makeovers.  I snapped  a few  pictures  with 
my  point  and  shoot  camera.  I watched  the 
others  stuff  cotton  into  their  pants  for  a pints 
filler.  But  1 made  no  move  to  make  a penis 
for  myself.  I had  no  enthusiasm  to  jump  in 
to  this  adventure. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  I might  have  a bet- 
ter chance  of  getting  into  it  if  I went  to  the 
Salvation  Army  store  to  look  for  an  outfit. 
Another  woman  had  die  same  idea.  Befoie  I ’ 
knew  it  the  two  of  us  were  in  a cab  racing  to 
die  dirift  shop.  My  young  cohort,  who  just 
turned  30,  was  quick  and  daring.  She  found 
herself  a three  piece  suit,  tried  it  on  behind  a 
rack  of  clodies,  convinced  die  manager  that 
she  was  in  a school  play  and  got  him  to  give 
her  die  suit,  a shirt,  a coat,  and  shoes,  all  for 
$25.  And  she  accomplished  this  in  what 
seemed  like  5 minutes  flat.  I was  slower  and 
more  deliberate,  but  spurred  on  by  her  dar- 
ing I too  tried  on  suits  beliind  the  clothing 
rack,  both  of  us  had  to  roll  up  the  pants 
twice  at  die  waist  and  turn  in  die  sleeves. 

And  dien,  again  following  her  lead,  I said 
I was  in  die  same  school  play  and  also  got  a 
haul  for  $25. 1 walked  out  of  there  with  a 
diree-piece  navy  blue  pinstripe  suit,  a light 
blue  shirt,  a navy  and  red  print  tie,  a black 
coat,  and  some  newfound  detemiination.  I 
was  gleeful  and  suddenly  into  it.  Now,  I 
would  become  a man. 

Back  at  Mariette’s,  it  was  my  mm  to  ac- 
quire a diin,  David  Nivenish  mustache  and  a 
sdcky  diickening  of  my  sideburns.  As  Diane 
perused  my  face  for  inspiration,  she  said,  “It’s 
not  going  to  take  much  for  you.  Your  face  is 
very  androgynous.  You  know  that,  don’t 
you?”  I can't  say  diat  I did,  but  I was  ready 
to  play.  Got  my  wliiskers.  Put  on  my  mascu- 
line outfit.  Made  myself  a little  penis  and 
stuck  in  my  panties.  I was  definitely  ready. 
But  did  I feel  like  a man?  Not  really,  I felt 
much  too  soft  to  fit  my  notion  of  what  it  is 
to  be  masculine,  but  then  again  this  comes 
from  someone  who  used  to  believe  that  men 
had  no  feelings. 

Once  all  six  of  us  were  transfonnecl  into 
drag  kings,  we  watched  a video  of  another 


group  of  women  who  liad  done  the  work- 
shop in  London.  Then  it  was  time  for  us 
to  invent  our  alter  egos,  he  male  characters 
we  would  play.  I became  Jean-Paul 
Gaultier,  a Parisian  bisexual  newly  arrived 
in  New  York  to  work  at  the  French 
Consulate’s  economic  office.  (Believe  it  or 
not,  I hadn’t  heard  of  Jean-Paul  Gaultier, 
the  fashion  designer,  although  he  must 
have  been  linking  in  my  subconscious.)  As 
a gay  Frenchman,  I could  get  away  with 
some  soft  mannerisms  that  would  never 
be  permitted  a more  Colt  45-  swigging, 
deer  hunting  construction  worker  from  Ne- 
braska atmosphere.  Since  I speak  French,  I 
could  put  on  a believable  foreign  accent. 
We  introduced  ourselves  in  character,  we 
role-played,  and  we  learned  how  to  move 
and  react  as  men.  “Men  walk  into  a room 
as  if  they  own  it,  deferring  to  no  one.”  We 
practiced  strutting  around  die  living  room 
will  i big  steps  our  feet  pointing  outward 
to  take  up  more  space.  We  learned  to  gulp 
a drink  like  a man,  swallowing  deliberately 
from  the  back  of  the  throat,  made  forceful 
gestures  to  drive  our  points  across.  Eager 
to  practice,  I made  a fist  and  punched  my 
odier  palm  with  so  much  force  that  I hurt 
my  hand,  so  much  for  ruggedness. 

All  dressed  up  and  schooled  in  how  to 
move  and  act,  we  got  ready  to  go  out  on 
the  town  to  see  how  it  felt  to  be  men.  Could 
we  actually  pass?  I had  my  doubts.  While  I 
was  in  die  badiroom,  Joanie  arrived.  She 
lias  worked  for  Mariette  for  22  years  and  is 
an  integral  part  of  her  family.  I’ve  known 
her  for  18  years.  She  knows  me  well,  yet 
when  I came  out  of  the  bathroom,  she 
thought  I was  a man.  When  I said  "Hi 
Joanie!"  She  realized  who  I was  and  let  out 
scream.  “You  got  me  Donna,”  she  said, 
collapsing  in  peals  of  hysterical  laughter  as 
she  embraced  me.  Maybe  this  was  better 
dian  I diought.  We  posed  for  pictures.  Then 
we  ventured  forth  into  die  outside  world, 
a motley  crew,  all  with  thin  mustaches, 
walking  down  82nd  street.  We  decided  to 
go  into  a bar  for  our  first  test.  There  we 
were,  huddled  togedier  looking  around  at 
die  people  staring  at  ns.  Aldiougli  diere  is 
safety  in  numbers,  we  were  a bit  too  con- 
spicuous for  our  own  good  and  left  that 


He 

actually 
called 
me  sir. 

I was 
tickled 
pink. 


bar  within  30  seconds.  Back  on  the 
street,  we  decided  to  split  up.  Mariette, 
Diane  and  I would  take  a cab  down  to 
Billy's  topless  liar  in  Chelsea. 

Billy's  Topless  Bar  was  a trip  in  it- 
self. This  time  the  diree  of  us  kept  out- 
distance from  each  odier.  It  was  every 
man  for  himself  as  we  watched  the 
women,  clad  only  in  G-strings,  gyrat- 
ing on  die  stage  in  porno  movie  fash- 
ion. I got  into  watching  as  I took  swigs 
of  1 leer  from  the  liotde,  remembering 
to  swallow  from  die  back  of  my  diroat. 
I was  one  of  the  guys,  and  none  of 
diem  seemed  to  notice  odierwise.  Af- 
ter a while  I got  a seat  at  the  bar  that 
lined  die  stage,  so  diat  the  women  were 
dancing  right  in  front  of  my  nose.  Al- 
diough  I couldn't  match  die  gusto  of 
die  men  who  were  laugliing  togedier 
and  chanting  “ Hold  diat  Tiger,”  I did 
join  diem  in  handing  die  dancers  dol- 
lar bills.  One  man  who  sat  next  to  me 
said,  "Excuse  me  sir,  would  you  move 
your  seat  over  a litde.”  He  actually  allied 
me  sir.  I was  tickled  pink. 
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Drag  King  for  a Night 

A leu  iette  Path}  ’A/lei  i 

"Look  at  the  t**s  on  that  b**ch! 

This  jubiUant  comment  was  pitched  to 
me  by  a till  man  standing  next  to  me,  as 
the  newest  dancer  peeled  off  the  remain- 
der of  her  clothes  at  Billy's  Topless  bar. 

Liter,  when  I sat  in  the  ring  of  seats  at 
the  edge  of  the  well-lit  ninway  where  the 
women  perform,  a small,  Spanish-speak- 
ing guy,  wide-eyed  with  excitment  as  he 
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ogled  the  slim,  blonde  dancer  gyrating  in 
front  of  us,  questioned  me: 

“What  part  of  her  you  like  best?”  Aside 
from  her  little  black  thong,  she  wore  clear 
plastic  stilleto  heels,  so  high  they  looked 
as  if  they  had  swallowed  another  pair  of 
heels.  Gazing  at  this  elaborate  construc- 
tion.  I said: 

"Her  shoes!”  I realized  by  his  stunned  si- 
lence that  I sounded  more  like  a shoe-fe- 
tishist than  a red-blooded  man.  He  tried 
again:  "You're  a man,  tight?"  “Yuhp",  I said, 
low,  determined,  looking  straight  ahead. 
"Wha  part  of  her  you  like  test?" 

"I  like  die  girl  at  the  end,  overtheie."  I pointed 
at  die  buxom  bainette  at  die  far  end  of  die 
ninway.  She  was  die  one  who  smiled  as  if 
she  loved  teing  dieie;  as  if  she  were  having 
die  time  of  her  life.  She’d  simulate  fucking, 
down  on  her  liancls  and  knees,  ass  in  die  air, 
while  die  guys  at  die  middle  table  yelled: 
"Hold  diat  dger!"  over  and  over,  as  if  diey 
were  cheerleaders  at  a football  game.  The 
rhythm  of  dieir  choatsing  voices,  dieir  con- 
spiratorial smiles,  egged  her  on,  egged  diem 
all  on.  She  got  the  most  dps. 

I was  exhilarated  but  also  scared  diat  I 
had  “passed”  on 
my  first  outing  as  a 
man.  Maybe  I was 
a good  student, 
and  Diane  Ton  cer- 
tainly is  an  excel- 
lent teacher,  but 
maybe  I'm  really 
androgynous,  (not 
“pretty"  or  “femi- 
nine”) something 
that  I had  always 
feared,  and  prob- 
ably one  of  the 
things  that  led  me 


to  question  gender  roles:  to  see  them 
as  performances  created  by  the 
confluence  of  time,  place,  and  cul- 
ture. 

Kate  Bornstein,  who  is  collabo- 
rating with  me  on  the  introduction 
to  my  next  book  told  me  I “must” 
take  Diane  Torr’s  Drag  King  work- 
shop. Although  Diane  and  I have 
been  friends  for  years,  I always 
avoided  taking  the  workshop  be- 
cause of  this  fear  of  my  androgeny 
and  what  that  might  im- 
ply. At  the  same  time, 
I’ve  always  hated  my  in- 
competence in  many  ar- 
eas that  conform  to  my 
mother's  kind  of 
hyperfemininity:  physical 
weakness,  inability  to  di- 
agnose the  ailments  of 
cars,  plumbing,  electricity', 
or  almost  anything  me- 
chanical. At  the  same 
time,  I question  the  value 
Donna  X Gf  always  wanting  to  “fix” 
all  emotional  problems,  to 
keep  things  polite,  to  make  sure 
nobody  feels  left  out,  and  to  avoid 
questioning  authority  figures,  which 
are  also  part  of  that  legacy. 

Diane  has  made  a twenty  year 
study  of  typical  Anglo-American  mas- 
culinity. In  preparation  for  our  night 
out,  the  five  women  enrolled  in  her 
workshop  learned  how  men  use  d ieir 
eyes  (the  male  gaze),  walk,  talk, 
dance,  chew,  swallow,  sit,  stand,  and 
dress.  We  had  to  introduce  ourselves 
as  women,  and  then  create  our  mas- 
culine character:  his  name,  profession, 
dress,  sexuality,  and  character. 

To  converse  as  "George”,  I 
had  to  pick  a profession  that  I 
knew  something  about.  I didn’t 
want  to  be  an  ‘arty”  type,  so  I 
decided  to  be  the  brother  I never 
had,  who,  given  my  family’s  atti- 
tudes, would  have  gone  into  the 
shipping  business,  like  my  father. 
So,  here  was  George  in  a topless 
bar,  looking  rather  uptight  in  his 
tweedy  jacket  and  bowtie.  Is  that 
why  the  bouncer  smiled  at  him? 


MY  DRAG  KING  EXPERIENCE 


KATE  DAVIS 


"How 
ridiculous 
that  the 
costumes 
we  wear 
are  taken 
so  seriously.' 


For  the  past  few  months, 

I have  been  producing  a film 
on  the  transgendered  com- 
munity for  A&E  television;  by 
now  I should  have  some  feel 
for  what  it  would  be  like  to 
go  out  on  the  streets  as 
someone  who  does  not  fit 
any  cage  in  the  'binary  zoo, 
As  an  open-minded  libertar- 
ian, I should  be  able  to  imag- 
ine living  on  the  receiving 
end  of  prejudice.  But  until  I 
walked  down  Amsterdam  Ave  one 
night,  donning  a scruffy  beard  ap- 
plied by  Diane  Torr  in  her  workshop,  I 
don't  think  I had  actually  tasted  life  in 
the  margins  of  society. 

One  group  called  me  a boy-girl 
another  verbally  blasted  us  before 
we  got  out  of  our  cab.  (We  drove  to 
a far  corner.)  At  first,  I blamed  it  on 
not  passing  well  enough.  I had 
trouble  keeping  my  hands  off  of  my 
hips.  I smiled  too  easily.  But  ultimately, 
isn't  passing  a form  of  squeezing  into 
that  same  of  zoo,  for  male  and  fe- 
male animals  only?  By  the  end  of 
the  night,  passing  faded  from  my 
mind.  Instead,  I felt  the  depth  and 
relentlessness  of  gender-based 
judgements  that  take  place — most 
often  invisibly — every  moment  of 
every  day  on  every  person.  How 
ridiculous  that  the  costumes  we 
wear  are  taken  so  seriously.  At  2 
a.m.  I came  home  and  resumed 
my  straight  look  with  a little  rubbing 
alcohol  on  my  beard.  What  I need 
to  remember  are  those  who  want 
to  stay  exactly  as  they  are. 

continued  on  page  63 
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by  RJ.  Grubb 
Review 


here  is  no  other  video 
like  Shoshana 
Rosenfeld’s  indepen- 
dently produced  and 
directed  Scent  uVa 


T Butch  in  form,  content, 

or  impact.  Since  its  two 
sold  out  World  Pre- 
miere screenings  in  February,  this 
thirty-five  minute  documentary  has 
received  nothing  but  accolades 
and  acclaim.  Why?  What  makes 
Scent  so  compelling  and  sought 
after  that  people  are  lining  up  time 
and  again  to  view  it? 

Is  it  because,  as  a media 
activist.  Rosenfeld’s  motivation 
behind  Scent  is  to  challenge  DSM 
IV?  Because  it’s  the  first  film  made 
by  a dyke  exclusively  exploring 
butch-dyke  identity?  Maybe  it’s 
because  one  subject  in  Scent  no 
longer  considers  himself  a butch- 
dyke,  but  a transitioning  male?  All 
good  reasons.  This  is  what  I 
believe  the  kick  to  be:  it’s  proof 
positive  that  more  people  are 
questioning  gender  out  there  than 
previously  imagined. 

“Gender  is  fluid,”  you’ll  hear 
Rosenfeld  frequently  say  with  a 
half-sly  smirk,  half-staid  smile.  Yes, 
these  subjects  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  they  are  butch 
lesbians,  not  FTMs  or  MTFs.  But, 
if  we  do  not  dare  to  explore  the 
complexity,  fluidity,  and  sensuality 
of  who  we  are  how  will  we  ever 
grow  to  appreciate  one  another 
and  ultimately  expand  the  world  for 
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everyone?  Scent  is  a celebration 
of  a journey  through  and  among 
gender.  What  Rosenfeld  allows 
her  hutches  to  do  is  what  she 
allows  her  viewers  to  do.  She 
gives  us  the  means  to  find 
fluidity,  exercise  it.  work  it,  free 
it. 

Scent  allows  you  to  explore 
and  ask  questions.  It  opens  your 
mind  and  perspective.  It  projects 
images  of  butch-dykes  that  you 
have  never  seen  before.  Prima- 
rily, it’s  a tightly  crafted  collec- 
tion of  intense  interviews  where 
the  subjects  demonstrate 
unparalleled  honesty,  openness, 
humor,  vulnerability,  and 
strength. 

Rosenfeld  discards  the 
conventional  use  of  a narrator 
allowing  her  hutches  to  talk, 
remember,  and  reflect.  With  the 
precision  of  a master  filmmaker, 
she  interweaves  their  stories 
concerning  childhood,  sexuality, 
shame,  fear,  physical  loathing, 
and  self-hatred.  She  places  these 
shared  experiences  in  a context 
of  celebration.  Ultimately,  it’s 
about  how  people  come  to  the 
maturation  of  identity.  It's  an  act 
of  deviance.  It  makes  trouble.  It 
challenges  you.  Yes,  it  creates  a 
new  discourse  on  gender,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  makes  you  feel 
respected,  and  allows  you  to  feel 
safe  and  good  about  yourself. 
Regardless  of  where  you  or  I 
land,  we  are  all  fighting  and 


struggling  for  the  same  thing: 
peace  and  power.  The  pilgrimage 
begins  by  simply  talking  about 
ourselves. 

Contextually,  Rosenfeld’s 
video  frames  the  voices  of  her 
subjects  by  asking  them  to  talk 
about  themselves.  This  dialogue 
develops  from  the  label  of  “being 
a self-identified  butch,”  one  of 
the  criteria  for  being  a subject. 
Obviously,  this  label  connotes 
various  ideas  and  meanings 
ranging  from  the  negative  and 
debilitating  to  the  powerful  and 
necessary.  By  affirming  who  they 
are,  Rosenfeld’s  subjects  actively 
rid  themselves  of  any  contrived 
or  stereotypical  negative  mean- 
ings. 

Simply,  how  does  one  begin 
to  meet  oneself?  One  begins  by 
talking  and  asking  questions. 
Before  one  can  begin  to  talk 
about  oneself,  one  needs  a 
starting  point.  Rosenfeld  explains, 
“Ultimately,  I would  like  to  get  rid 
of  all  labels.  But  we  use  them  as  a 
point  to  begin  conversation.  We 
use  them  because  we  need  a 
point  to  talk  about  how  we’ve 
been  oppressed  so  we  can  come 
together  to  fight  that  oppression. 
It  pisses  me  off  when  people  say, 
‘I  hate  labels’  and  T don’t  want  to 
be  boxed  in’,  well,  who  the  fuck 
does?  No  one  wants  to  be  boxed 
in.  That’s  not  why  I choose  to  call 
myself  a radical-femme,  Jewish, 
middle-class,  white  dyke.” 


It 

wasn't 
always, 
'cool' 
to  be  a 
butch. 


Dyke  P 


If  you  haven’t  noticed, 
we’re  living  in  what  Rosenfeld 
calls  a “Butch  Boom”  these 
days.  Indicative  of  this  present 
reality  is  that  Rosenfeld  even 
amassed  these  participants. 

Only  six  years  ago,  Pat  Califia, 
the  radical  leather  SM  dyke, 
expressed  the  general  discom- 
fort of  identifying  oneself  as 
butch  when  she  wrote,  “Finally, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-seven,  I 
sometimes  feel  comfortable 
identifying  myself  as  butch.” 
Sometimes?  The  prolific  Califia 
can  say  anything  she  wants, 
and  does,  but,  in  the  ambiguous 
word  “sometimes”  lies  all  the 
anxiety  and  weight  of  being 
perceived  as  someone  different, 
abnormal,  a feeling  or  sense  too 
uncomfortable  to  bear  and 
assert.  Perhaps,  Califia’s 
statement  results  from  the 
residue  of  lesbian  feminist 
politics,  which  equated 
butchness  with  male  appropria- 
tion. As  Woody  Woodward,  a 
butch  in  Scent  explains,  it 
wasn’t  always,  “cool  to  be  a 
butch.”  But  times,  attitudes,  and 
perspectives  change.  Rosenfeld 
notes  that  “There’s  been  a real 
critical  mass,  more  of  a cultural 
push,  a movement.  It’s  people 
like  the  drag  queens,  the 
perverts,  the  weirdos,  punks, 
and  queers  who  have  always 
been  on  the  fringes  and  edges 
pushing  the  rest  of  us  along. 
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People  on  the  edges  are  con- 
stantly pushing  the  culture 
because  they  need  to  make  room 
for  themselves.  As  they  push,  we 
kind  of  get  it  after  awhile.”  Scent 
pushes  along  those  same  lines.  It 
makes  space  for  people  to  discuss 
and  challenge  one  another  by 
enlarging  the  scope  and  discourse 
of  gender. 

Ultimately,  Scent's  success  is 
that  it  consistently  and  compas- 
sionately documents  the  shift  and 
transformation  of  identity. 
Rosenfeld  readily  admits,  “If  I 
were  to  interview  them  all  over 
again.  I’m  sure  many  would 
answer  the  same  questions  very 
differently.”  Case  in  point  is  Pat 
Ruiz,  who  has  been  transitioning 
with  hormones  since  November  of 
1997,  and  has  legally  changed  his 
name  to  Patrick.  Though  Ruiz 
comes  across  clearly  in  the  video, 
he  remembers  his  involvement  in 
Scent  as  being  a time  of  confu- 
sion. In  particular,  when  Rosenfeld 
asked  Ruiz  how  he  felt  in  relation 
to  his  female  body,  his  articula- 
tions immediately  fell  on  his 
discomfort  with  his  breasts.  In 
retrospect,  Ruiz  interprets  his 
response  as  reflecting  his  struggle 
with  his  biologically  female  body. 
In  the  video,  one  empathizes  with 
his  anxiety  and  frustration  as  one 
hears  the  inflections  in  his  voice 
rise  and  fall  as  he  passionately 
and  plainly  describes  his  breasts 
as  unwanted  “appendages.” 

No  longer  identifying  as  a 
butch  lesbian,  Ruiz,  calls  himself 
“an  evolved  male”  deliberately 
avoiding  FTM.  Basically,  he  never 
considered  himself  female  and 
only  now  after  years  of  question- 
ing and  searching  does  he  feel 
confident  in  calling  himself  a male. 
When  I asked  him  about  his 
feelings  regarding  Scent  uVa 
Butch,  he  confided,  “It  helped  me 
find  my  way.” 

First  and  foremost.  Scent  is 
an  activist  video.  When  I inter- 
viewed Rosenfeld  for  the  first  time 
she  handed  me  Daphne 
Scholinkski’s  survivor  story.  The 
Last  Time  I Wore  A Dress.  She 
turned  to  the  definition  of  Gender 
Identity  Disorder  and  asked  me  to 
read  it. 
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Though  I had  read  those 
American  Psychiatric  Association 
clinical  criteria  before,  I read  it 
anew  under  her  encouragement.  “I 
want  to  be  a part  of  changing 
that,”  she  expressed  with  firmness 
and  hope.  A decade  after  homo- 
sexuality is  no  longer  considered 
a pathology,  licensed  profession- 
als are  still  paid  to  lock  up  a girl 
simply  because  she  doesn’t  fit  the 
patriarchal  mold  of  an  adolescent 
female,  as  if  she  will  single- 
handedly  disrupt  the  system  of 
heterosexuality. 

Fortunately,  most  of  us  have 
not  been  locked  up  for  dressing 
or  looking  like  a boy.  I’m  willing 
to  bet,  though,  that  most  of  us 
have  been  harassed  and  ridiculed 
for  wearing  our  own  personal 
styles  of  dressing,  or  cross- 
dressing, in  public.  Dishearten- 
ingly,  most  of  the  subjects  in 
Scent  share  some  of  Scholinkski’s 
experiences  from  childhood  since 
they  were  perceived  by  family  and 
friends  as  exhibiting  unacceptable 
physical  and  behavioral  traits. 

One  subject,  Tex  Clark,  who  in 
kindergarten  used  to  dress  up  like 
a boy  and  tell  everyone  that  she 
was  a boy,  remembers  being 
forced  to  go  to  special  ed,  to  “talk 
about  gender  dysphoria.”  Then 
six  years  later,  much  to  her 
dismay,  her  mother  enrolled  her  in 
charm  school.  Other  Scent 
subjects  share  stories  of  being 
ridiculed  and  publicly  mocked. 
Rosenfeld  responds,  “When 
someone  can’t  even  use  a public 
restroom  without  the  fear  of 
jeering,  taunting  or  physical 
bashing,  we  have  a problem.  In 
the  dominant  culture,  power 
defaults  to  people  who  fit  stereo- 
typical gender  norms.  Because 
butch-dykes  either  can  not,  or  will 
not,  conform,  they  have  to  find 
their  own  sense  of  personal 
power.  The  strength  of  my  movie 
is  that  it  subverts  injustice 
through  a positive  exploration 
and  celebration  of  these  coura- 
geous dykes.”  If  gender  is  a 
process,  as  we  know  it  is,  then 
there  is  room  not  only  for  modifi- 
cation and  variation  by  individu- 
als, but  also  for  institutional 
change. 


In  the  end,  Rosenfeld 
gathered,  “as  many  different 
perspectives  on  one  issue  as  I 
could  and  laid  it  out.  And  people 
can  come  to  their  own  conclu- 
sions. I hope  that  one  of  the 
conclusions  is  that  there  are  no 
conclusions.  By  asking  ques- 
tions and  telling  our  stories,  we 
can  keep  making  space  for 
ourselves  to  get  bigger  and 
bigger  in  the  world.  While  paying 
attention,  as  (Scent  subject) 
Honey  Lee  Cottrell  says,  ‘to  not 
making  someone  else  smaller  in 
the  process.’  Making  yourself 
bigger  does  not  mean  you  have 
to  make  someone  smaller  though 
that  is  what  we  are  told  by  the 
dominant  culture.  And  we  have 
to  be  careful  not  to  fall  into  that.” 

I’ll  leave  it  to  you  to  dis- 
cover these  hutches  who 
candidly  and  with  humor  reveal 
who  they  are,  how  they  find 
solace  with  their  bodies,  and  how 
they  express  themselves  in  a 
world  which  has  marginalized 
their  existence.  Scent  is  a 
testimony  to  change,  activism, 
and  a genuine  celebration  of 
gender  fluidity.  It  provides  the 
means  to  hear  voices  of  people 
working  through  their  gender 
minefields  and  finding  what 
seems  so  fundamentally  elusive 
for  so  many  of  us:  peace  and 
power. 

No  matter  who  we  are  or 
what  we  call  ourselves,  ITM, 
MTF,  dyke,  pervert,  homo,  we 
have  to  start  finding  our  similari- 
ties and  respecting  our  differ- 
ences. With  Scent,  we  hold  the 
tool  to  collect  and  amplify  the 
voices  of  people  questioning 
gender.  Just  listen  to  Nancy 
Pleasant,  one  of  Scent’s  self- 
proclaimed  butch-dykes,  as  she 
swears,  “I’d  go  to  war  if  someone 
tried  to  shape  my  identity  for 
me.”  Her  time  of  silence  is  over. 
She  will  not  renounce  herself 
again.  The  message  is  clear  and 
constant. 

Shoshana  Rosenfeld  is  in  the  midst 
of  a grassroots  distribution  plan  for 
Scent  She  may  be  reached  at 
srosenf@earthlink.net.  R.J  Grubb  is  a 
freelance  journalist  and  regular  con- 
tributor to  the  Boston  Phoenix's  “One 
in  Ten.”  She  may  be  reached  at 
rjgrubb@aol.com. 
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genuine 
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gender 
fluidity. 
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ife  begins  again  in  every  moment. 
Today  is  the  first  day  of  the  rest  of 
your  life.  It's  common  wisdom,  and  for 
transgendered  people,  it  is  crucial  wis- 
dom. We  reinvent  ourselves  over  and 
over  again,  searching  for  that  myste- 
rious balance,  trying  to  find  that  magic 
combination  that  lets  us  both  be  ef- 
fective in  the  world  and 

I true  to  our  hearts.  We 

start  over  in  a new  mode, 
and  then  adjust  and  start 
over  again.  For  us,  life  is 
a series  of  chapters,  a range  of  approaches,  a 
continuous  change,  new  in  every  moment. 

People;  however,  like  to  try  to  predict 
the  future  from  the  past.  "Well,  it  didn't  work 
last  time,  so  why  should  it  work  now?  “ Worse, 
we  believe  “I  was  hurt  when  I tried  some- 
thing last  time,  so  why  should  I try  it  again?” 
This  is  the  voice  of  the  ego,  trying  to  protect 
us  from  discomfort  and  pain  by  extrapolat- 
ing the  future  from  the  past,  and  keeping  us 
safe. 

As  any  successful  person  will  tell  you, 
it’s  persistence  that  pays  off  in  making 
change,  in  creating  the  changes  we  want  to 
see  in  the  world.  Kate  Bornstein  says  one  of 
her  favorite  quotes  is  from  Calvin  Coolidge: 

Nothing  in  this  world  can  take  the  place 
of  persistence. 

Talent  will  not;  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  unsuccessful  men  with  talent,  Ge- 
nius will  not;  unrewarded  genius  is  almost 
a proverb. 

Education  will  not;  the  world  is  full  of 
educated  derelicts. 

Persistence  and  determination  are  om- 
nipotent. 

The  slogan  'press  on’  has  solved  and 
always  will  solve  the  problems  of  the  hu- 
man race 

As  transgendered  people,  we  are  faced 
with  this  challenge  of  starting  over  and  over 
again  until  we  find  a mode  that  works  for  us. 
We  have  to  see  failure  not  as  defeat  but  as 
learning,  see  failure  as  a gift  that,  if  we  ac- 
cept it,  can  teach  us  how  to  better  win  in  the 
future.  Martin  Seligman  says  in  "Learned 
Optimism,”  the  difference  between  pessi- 
mists and  optimists,  is  that  optimists  learn 
from  failure  and  risk  again  and  pessimists  re- 
coil at  failure,  quit  trying,  give  up  and  just 
whine. 

In  the  transgendered  community  we  are 
faced  not  only  with  our  own  pessimism,  the 
fear  and  expectation  of  failure  that  we  carry, 
but  we  are  also  faced  with  the  pessimism  of 
others.  Many  people  want  to  point  to  fail- 
ures as  defeats,  use  failures  to  prove  the  in- 
herent impossibility  of  what  we  are  attempt- 
ing to  do.  They  want  to  use  our  failures  not 
as  events  to  leant  from,  but  as  signposts  of 
defeat  and  disaster. 

People  highlight  the  failure  the  others, 
turning  them  into  defeats,  to  further  their  own 
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ends,  whatever  they  may  be.  They  may  need 
to  convince  themselves  that  their  own  dreams 
are  impossible  to  achieve.  They  may  need  to 
put  people  down  in  order  to  put  themselves 
up.  They  may  just  be  frustrated  because  they 
aren’t  doing  their  own  work  and  feel  the  need 
to  criticize  the  work  of  others. 

To  succeed,  we  must  accept  failure  as  a 
friend,  and  use  it  well  to  learn  how  to  do  bet- 
ter in  the  future.  We  cannot  allow  failure  to 
daunt  our  persistence,  cannot  give  into  pes- 
simism and  defeat,  or  we  are  doomed  to  lose. 
Failure  is  only  a chance  to  learn.  As  Thomas 


Alva  Edison  said,  “I  have  not  failed  in  mak- 
ing a lightbulb.  I have  simply  learned  1000 
ways  that  it  will  not  work.” 

When,  as  transgendered  people,  we  are 
faced  with  naysayers,  people  who  trumpet 
failures  as  harbingers  of  doom,  people  who 
are  determined  to  project  the  future  from  the 
past  and  see  every  misstep  we  take  as  a per- 
sonal pain  to  them,  we  have  to  think  care- 
fully about  how  to  respond.  Do  we  buy  into 
their  pessimistic  predictions,  or  do  we  leave 
open  the  possibility  that  change  is  possible, 
that  the  learning  of  today  may  bring  a better 
tomorrow?  Do  we  give  people  the  chance  to 
start  over,  or  do  we  close  off  the  possibility 
and  declare  doom  and  betrayal? 

The  only  thing  that  we  can  judge  is  how 
people  learn  from  their  mistakes,  how  they 
honor  and  accept  them,  and  then  how  they 
go  on  to  learn  from  them,  doing  better  every- 
day. The  learning  curve  for  being  a human  is 
often  steep,  but  it  is  only  when  we  dive  in, 
make  the  mistakes  and  learn  what  we  need  to 
focus  on  that  we  end  up  learning  to  swim. 
Natural  swimmers  are  only  natural  because 
they  have  immersed  themselves  in  the  water 
and  learned  to  act  With  strength  and  grace, 
not  because  the  first  time  they  swam  they 
were  perfect. 

We  accept  a learning  curve  in  children. 
We  see  in  them  the  honest  determination  to 
learn  and  do  better  in  every  moment.  We 
know  that  they  have  to  fall  down  some  to 
learn  to  walk,  and  we  accept  their  failures  as 
a natural  and  beautiful  of  learning  to  manage 
their  own  strength,  power  and  grace. 

Today,  many  transgendered  people  and 
organizations  are  learning  to  reinvent  them- 
selves, to  do  better  and  better  everyday  and 
in  every  way.  We  have  to  make  a choice  how 
we  deal  with  stories  of  the  daily  failures  that 
these  people  face. 

Do  we  see  them  as  a sign  of  defeat  or  a 
sign  of  growth?  Do  we  honor  the  inevitabil- 
ity of  failure,  or  the  possibility  of  change, 
rebirth  and  renewal?  Do  we  come  down  hard 
or  give  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt? 

Anyone  who  is  ready  to  declare  failure 
“defeat”  is  someone  who  is  mired  in  his  or 
her  own  sense  of  defeat.  As  long  as  people 
and  organizations  show  a willingness  to  learn 
from  failure  and  grow  into  success,  having  a 
defeatist  attitude  is  to  call  for  defeat.  That 
call  is  a call  that  must  be  rejected  by  all  who 
have  a positive  and  powerful  hope  for  a new 
and  bright  future,  where  change  can  occur. 

For  me,  starting  over,  and  over,  and  over, 
and  over  is  the  sign  of  someone  who  needs 
to  be  supported  in  creating  the  future  self. 
Calling  for  the  defeat  of  those  who  are  trying 
to  learn  and  grow  is  the  sign  of  someone 
who  has  to  go  and  do  their  own  work  in  find- 
ing a positive  hope  for  tomorrow. 
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There  comes  a point 
in  many  transmen's 
life  when  it's  just 
time  to  start  over. 
Perhaps  it's  due  to 
the  bitter  breakup  of 
a relationship,  job 
loss,  or  having  a tiny 
little  sex  change.  You  wake  up 
one  morning,  and  before  the  first 
shot  of  caffeine  oozes  into  your 
bloodstream  you  suddenly  real- 
ize that  your  hair,  and  your  life 
really  suck!  It's  time  for  a new 
look,  a new  attitude.  Bring  on 
the  fashion  border  guards. 

First  off,  those  boys  in  impec- 
cable olive  garb  will  invite  you 
to  reexamine  how  you  perceive 
yourself  and  how  you  want  to 
be  perceived,  describe  your 
major  image  objective  and 
what  you  want  to  change  about 
your  appearance.  Each  of  us, 
consciously  or  not,  creates  a vi- 
sual image  of  who  he  thinks  he 
is  or  who  he  wants  to  be.  This 
image  is  expressed  through  hair- 
style, manner  of  dress,  choice  of 
cologne,  patterns  of  speech, 
and  attitude.  None  of  us  has  the 
same  ideal  image.  For  me  this 
image  must  include  my  choice 
of  tres  chic  pet,  automobile  and 
home  decor. 

So,  boyfriend,  it's  Spring, 
and  I'm  ready  to  make  a new 
man  out  of  myself . Here's  a few 
dreamboats  I've  conjured  up: 
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Ifl  were  a Yuppie, I would  call 
myself  “Biff.” 

I’d  have  a short,  conservative  hair- 
style parted  in  the  middle  with  a sassy 
blonde  rinse.  I would  be  assiduously 
dressed  for  success  in  pricey,  conserva- 
tive, designer  suits,  button-down, 
broadcloth  shirts,  modest  four-in- 
hand  ties,  and  glossy  wing-tip  shoes. 
I’d  be  perfectly  groomed  with  a subtle, 
yet  aggressive  manicure.  My  scent?  A 
manly,  clean-smelling,  classic  fragrance 
redolent  with  power.  The  car,  a BMW 
sans  doubte,  or  perhaps  a Lexus!  My  pre- 
ferred domicile  would  be  the  trendiest 
area  of  downtown,  in  an  updated 
brownstone  townhouse.  Weekends, 
I’d  criuse  th ecbi  chi  bistros  and  bars  to 
be  seen  with  my  standard  poodle  Fifi. 

Ifl  were  a Working  Class  Brute, 
I would  be  called  ‘flank.  ” 

I’d  get  a haircut  when  pestered  to, 
but  I’d  try  to  keep  the  mustache.  I’d 
usually  wear  my  favorite  worn  denim 
shirt  or  sweats  and  tight  blue  jeans, 
nike’s  or  boots  and  a baseball  hat.  I 
wouldn’t  need  no  perfume  or  stuff  to 
smell  like  a man,  I think  I’d  smell  pretty 
good  when  I been  out  camping  or  at 
the  beach.  I’d  get  me  the  best  4x4  pick- 
up truck.  I wouldn't  need  nobody  to 
tell  me  what  to  do,  I could  do  every- 
thing with  my  own  two  hands.  I’d 
live  out  in  the  country  somewheres, 
eat  a thick  rare  steak  whenever  I wanted 
to.  I’d  keep  to  myself  mostly,  ‘cept  for 
my  my  pal,  Molly,  the  mutt. 

If  I were  an  Ordinary  Guy,  I would 
tie  called  “Bradley.  ” 

I’d  shop  at  discount  chain  stores, 
and  drive  an  affordable  tidy  van  or 
stationwagon.  I’d  be  a family  man, 
and  my  boy  and  I would  go  down  to 
the  barber  together  for  our  ‘men’s  regu- 
lar haircut’every  three  weeks.  I’d  stay 
home  on  the  weekends,  enjoying  my 
backyard,  family  and  model  railroad. 
You’d  find  me  mowing  the  lawn  on 


my  used  John  Deere  most  Summer 
Saturdays,  in  the  evenings  flipping 
hamburgers  and  hot  dogs  for  the  kids. 
I’d  go  jogging  with  the  family  dog, 
Scrappy.  My  kids’d  buy  me  cologne  at 
Sears  every  Father’s  Day.  We’d  live  in 
the  suburbs,  so  it’d  be  car  pooling  to 
work. 

Ifl  were  a Biker,  I would  be  called 
mud  Shark.  ” 

Named  for  my  bottom-feeding 
habits  and  broken,  pointed  teeth.  First, 
I’d  ride  a Flarley.  In  my  leathers  and 
tattoos,  people  wouldn’t  mess  with  me 
much.  Ain’t  gonna  cut  the  hair,  either. 
I’d  smell  like  a long,  hot  ride,  a touch 
of  crank  case  oil  behind  the  ears  maybe. 
I’d  ride  alia  time  with  my  best  bud, 
Killer,  a chihuahua  who’d  wear  a match- 
ing leather  jacket  and  bandana.  I’d  hang 
with  the  other  bikers,  display  my  pride 
and  joy  in  front  of  a favorite  bar  - my 
hog,  man! 

In  the  best  of  all  possible  worlds,  I 
could  be  a combination  of  these  men. 

I would  keep  the  name  Bradley, 
it’s  quite  festive.  I like  the  thick  longer 
hair  with  a tasteful  splash  of  blonde 
rinse.  That  would  pick  up  the  gold 
accents  in  my  eyes.  A very  nicely  trimmed 
sideburns  would  bring  out  the  mati- 
nee idol  in  me.  I’d  adore  wearing  a 
freshly  ironed  pink  shirt  with  bun-hug- 
ging slacks  and  freshly  oiled  boots.  You 
know,  just  the  right  touch  of  macho. 
I’d  always  smell  like  heaven  on  a stick.  I 
would  choose  the  right  hat  to  ride  the 
Harley  Davidson,  of  course,  behind 
Mud  Shark.  That  big  brute  of  a man, 
he  could  zoom  me  to  work  in  a flash. 

What  fascinates  me  most  about 
image  is  that  it  doesn’t  have  to  relate  to 
any  physical  or  genetic  characteristics. 
Though  “Apparel  oft  proclaims  the 
man,”  for  transmen,  becoming  a man 
includes  an  arduous  and  often  deeply 
spiritual  journey,  only  a small  step  of 
which  is  choosing  the  right  tie. 

Continued  on  the  next  page. 
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No  other  item  of  a gentleman's 
wardrobe  has  altered  its  shape  so 
often  as  the  necktie.  The  first  ques- 
tion fashion  writers  ask  is,  “Will 
men’s  ties  be  wider  or  narrower 
this  year?"  A true  gentleman  is  care- 
ful of  tie  selection,  and  prefers  the 
classic  look. 

For  those  of  us  so  concerned  with  size,  the 
proper  width  of  a tie  (and  one  that  will  never  be 
out  of  style)  is  three  and  one-quarter  inches,  give 
or  take  a quarter  of  an  inch.  Standard  neckties  are 
fifty-two  to  fifty-eight  inches  long.  After  being  tied, 
the  tips  of  the  necktie  should  just  graze  the  waist- 
band of  the  trousers,  a tidy  little  arrow,  subtly  indi- 
cating one’s  manliness. 

TO  SELECT  A TIE: 

Regardless  of  color  or  pattern,  there  are  five 
important  indicators  of  quality.  They  are:  cut,  con- 
struction, lining  (interfacing)  bar-tacking,  and 
slipstitching. 

All  fine  ties  are  cut  on  the  bias,  which  means 
they  have  been  cut  along  the  diagonal  grainline  of 
the  fabric.  This  allows  them  to  fall  straight  or  gay 
after  the  knot  has  been  tied,  without  curling.  To 
test  for  bias  cut,  hold  a tie  across  the  hand.  If  it 
begins  to  twirl  in  the  air,  it  was  not  cut  on  the  bias 
and  should  not  be  purchased,  unless  it  is  irresistibly 
cute. 

To  help  the  tie  conform  smoothly  to  the  cuwe 
of  the  neck,  three  separate  pieces  of  fabric  are 
stitched  together,  not  two,  as  in  most  commercial 
ties.  The  two  seams  should  be  visible  in  the  central 
section  of  the  tie.  A seamier  tie  is  actually  classier, 
in  this  case. 

Quality  neckties  are  made  with  a wool  or  linen 
interfacing  found  between  the  tie  and  its  lining.  Be- 
sides giving  body  to  the  tie,  interfacing  helps  the  tie 
hold  its  shape.  The  finest-quality  interfacings  are  one 
hundred  percent  wool.  Wool  is  a f ber  that  is  made 
from  animal  hair,  and  thus  has  great  elasticity  and 
durability.  Would  that  were  the  case  for  all  our 


conquests.  To  verify  the  quality,  open  up  the  back 
of  the  tie.  Fine  linings  are  mari<ed  with  a series  of 
gold  bars,  the  more  bars,  the  heavier  the  lining. 
Many  people  assume  that  a quality  tie  must  be 
thick,  as  this  would  suggest  that  the  silk  is  heavy 
and  therefore  expensive.  The  bulk  of  the  tie  should 
be  the  silk  outer  fabric  and  not  the  inner  materials. 

After  an  examination  of  the  lining,  one  should 
check  for  the  "bar  tack”,  a stitch  joining  the  back 
flaps,  just  above  the  spot  where  the  two  sides 
come  together  to  form  an  inverted  "V.”  This  also 
helps  maintain  the  shape  of  the  tie.  This  detail  is 
not  to  be  confused  with  a yachtsmen's  nightclub. 

The  “slipstitch"  was  invented  by  a man  named 
Joss  Langsdorf  in  the  1 920s  to  give  added  resil- 
ience to  the  tie.  The  fact  that  the  tie  can  move 
along  this  thread  means  that  it  won’t  rip  when  it's 
being  wrapped  tightly  around  your  neck,  and  that 
it  will,  when  removed,  return  to  its  original  shape. 
The  slipstitch  is  a loose  black  thread  found  inside 
high-quality  handmade  ties.  When  it  is  gently  pulled, 
the  tie  should  gather. 

Getting  “Knotty”: 

There  are  three  standard  ways  to  knot  a tie: 
the  four-in-hand  knot,  the  Windsor  knot  (purport- 
edly invented  by  the  Duke  of  Windsor,  though  he 
later  disclaimed  the  invention)  and  the  half-Wind- 
sor. 

The  loveliest  of these  is  the  standard  four-in- 
hand  knot,  which  dates  back  to  the  days  of  the 
coach-and-  four  in  England,  when  the  coachmen 
would  knot  their  ties  in  this  manner  to  prevent 
them  from  flying  in  the  wind  while  their  hands  were 
busy  elsewhere.  It  is  the  smallest  and  most  precise 
of  knots  and  it  has  been  the  staple  of  the  natural- 
shouldered, British-American  style  of  dress  for  the 
past  fifty  years.  It  should  be  tied  so  that  there  is  a 
dimple  or  crease  in  the  center  of  the  tie  just  below 
the  knot.  This  forces  the  tie  to  billow  and  creates  a 
throbbing  fullness  that  is  the  secret  to  its  proper 
draping.  Next  issue,  the  Bow  Tie.  Happy  tie-ing, 
gentlemen. 


A Guide  To  The  Ties  That  Bind 


j 


Illustrations:  Mykael  Hawley 


44  Transgender  Tapestry 


TC/TQ 


ender  and 
sexuality  have 
become  ever 
more  fluid  in 
the  transgen- 
der (TG)  scene 
and  now  em- 
brace the 
greatest  vari- 
ety in  relationships  ever  witnessed 
in  one  sub-culture.  A whole  spec- 
trum of  transsexuals, 
transgenderists  and  cross  dressers 
freely  identify  as  gay,  lesbian, 
straight  or  bisexual.  Amidst  this 
diversity,  the  TG  community  has 
spawned  one  type  of  relationship 
that  bears  no  single  trace  of  any- 
thing outside  of  the  community. 
Almost  unheard  of  ten  years  ago, 
now  long  term  relationships  be- 
tween transgendered  people  are 
becoming  more  numerous.  They 
are  a living  sign  of  increased  ac- 
tivity and  self  confidence.  Natu- 
rally we  are  curious.  We  inter- 
viewed eight  TG/TG  couples,  as 
well  as  Randi  Ettner,  author  of  the 
book  “Gender  Defender.”  We 
asked  them  to  talk  about  the  love 
they  receive  from,  and  the  prob- 
lems they  face  in,  these  relation- 
ships. 

New  relationships  call  for  new 
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names.  In  this  article  people  are  al- 
ways called  by  the  names  they  have 
given  themselves  in  their  acquired 
sex.  A reverse  couple  is  made  up  of 
an  F to  M and  an  M to  F.  Couples  of 
the  same  acquired  sex  are  usually 
called  gay  or  lesbian. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of 
TG/TG  relationships  will  continue 
as  the  community  keeps  on  orga- 
nizing and  its  use  of  the  Internet 
keeps  expanding.  “Five  years  ago,” 
Randi  Ettner  says,  "we  had  regional 
support  groups  and  maybe  two  or 
three  relatively  small  conferences 
a year.  Now,  there  are  twenty  or  more 
large  conferences  where  people 
meet.  Many  of  my  clients  also  men- 
tion that  they  found  their  sweet- 
hearts on  the  Internet  as  well.  “TG/ 
TG  relationships  often  do  really 
well  because  the  partners  have  so 
much  in  common.  They  often  share 
the  experience  of  having  to  hide 
every  true  feeling  in  their  youth,  a 
feeling  of  being  alien  in  their  body 
and  a coming  out  struggle.” 

The  TG/TG  couples  we  inter- 
viewed do  more  than  understand 
each  other,  they  appreciate  and  love 
each  other’s  trangenderism.  In  their 
own  way  they  highlight  a newfound 
self  confidence  in  theTG  scene.  As 
Raven,  who  is  in  a reverse  relation- 
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ship  says,  “One  thing  that  scared  me 
about  a sex  change  is  that  I would 
have  to  be  male  in  this  society.  After 
years  of  being  a feminist,  I didn't 
want  to  have  to  crawl  in  the  little 
box  of  the  traditional  male  role. 
Bella  loves  me  for  who  I am,  and 
Bella  knows  that  I love  her  for  being 
bi-gendered.  not  in  spite  of  it.” 

This  love  for  the  transgendered 
nature  of  the  partner  was  echoed  in 
the  other  couples  we  interviewed. 
Frankie  and  Jean  Marie,  a reverse 
couple,  cherish  how  they  can  love 
every  aspect  of  each  other.  Peter 
and  Gloria,  enjoy  how  they  each 


have  gone  through  parallel  lives. 
“No  genetic  woman  can  understand 
me  the  way  Gloria  can.  I am  where 
Gloria  once  was  and  Gloria  is  where 
I once  was.  We  are  each  other,"  Peter 
says. 

Thaniel  says  about  his  partner, 
"The  wonderful  thing  about  Timo- 
thy is  that  he  deals  with  me  as  I see 
myself.” 

“To  be  accepted  and  tolerated 
is  nice,”  says  Mark,  who  is  in  a gay 
relationship,  "but  to  be  loved  for  who 
you  are  is  incredible.” 

Transitioning  together 

Giving  support  during  transi- 
tion is  often  a difficult  task  for  a part- 
ner who  is  not  TG,  according  to 
Raven.  "When  a transsexual  in  tran- 
sition has  a spasm  of  body  dyspho- 
ria, [a  strong  hate  of  his  or  her  body  ] 
and  curls  up  in  the  corner  screaming 
‘Don't  touch  me,’  a non- 
transgendered  partner  usually  sits 
back,  helpless,  bewildered,  and  un- 
able to  understand.  When  it  happens 
with  one  of  us,  the  other  one  knows 
exactly,  vividly,  what  we're  going 
through,  and  that  there's  no  help  but 
to  wait  it  through.  It's  something  no 
one  else  can  understand.  No  one  gets 
it  like  another  TG  person  does.” 
Bella’s  support  has  been  very  impor- 
tant to  Raven.  "She  is  not  guardedly 
supportive,  not  loving-but-worried, 
but  one  hundred  per  cent  enthusias- 
tically for  it.”  For  Raven  and  Bella 
transitioning  together  also  meant 
facing  the  hormonal  imbalances  to- 
gether. “There  was  a point  when 
Bella  was  pre-op  and  her  estrogen 
just  wasn’t  enough,”  Raven  says.  “So 
she  was  having  rage  attacks  and  be- 
having irrationally.  At  the  same  time 
1 was  in  a severe  depression  from  too 
much  estrogen  and  no  testosterone. 
We  had  a terrible  six  months,  where 
all  we  did  was  fight.  Then  she  got 
her  sex  reassignment  surgery  and 
that  reduced  her  testosterone  level, 
allowing  the  estrogen  to  take  over. 
My  hormone  state  got  better  too,  and 
so  did  everything  else.  The  wonder- 
ful thing  about  our  relationship, 
though,  is  that  even  when  things  were 
at  their  absolute  worst,  we  could 
never  imagine  a world  without  us 
being  together,  working  it  through.” 

The  safety  the  TG  partners  pro- 
vide for  each  other  often  accelerates 
their  transition  process  and  forces  the 
couples  to  negotiate  on  how  to  share 
a limited  budget  for  required  opera- 
tions. As  Gloria  and  Peter  do  not 
have  the  finances  for  both  lower  op- 
erations at  the  same  time  (a 
vaginaplasty  for  her  and  a 


phalloplasty  for  him)  they  have  to 
decide  who  goes  first.  Because 
Gloria’s  sex  re-assignment  surgery 
(SRS)  is  less  expensive  they  have 
chosen  to  have  it  done  in  a few 
months.  After  that  they  will  have  to 
save  for  a year  before  they  are  able 
to  afford  Peter’s  phalloplasty.  Peter 
explains  the  stress  that  decision  puts 
on  him.  "Now  we  are  in  the  same  boat 
in  a very  scary  ocean.  When  she  has 
had  her  operation,  I will  be  alone  in 
this  boat  and  she  will  be  sitting  on 
the  beach.  That  is  even  more  scary.” 
Gloria  understands  Peter’s  worries 
very  well.  “I  am  trying  my  best  to 
assure  Peter  that  I will  still  be  there 
for  him  after  my  sex  re-assignment 
surgery,  one  hundred  percent 
ter  and  Gloria  have  planned  their 
wedding  right  before  Gloria’s  SRS 
and  their  ideal  plans  for  the  future 
are  to  go  into  business  together, 
maybe  even  run  a gas  station! 

Free  erom  gender 

EXPECTATIONS 

An  important  value  many  TG 
couples  share  is  the  freedom  from 
gender  role  expectations.  Frankie 
says,  “Gender  is  not  at  the  core  of 
my  being,  but  I like  to  play  with  it. 

I put  it  on  like  a costume.  I have  a 
few  that  fit  me  reasonably  well,  a 
boy  costume,  a man  costume,  a 
woman  costume,  a queer  costume.” 
All  of  these  different  ‘costumes’ 
bring  out  different  aspects  of  his  part- 
ner Jean  Marie’s  gender  expression. 
“'Boy  Frankie’  brings  out  ‘Aunt 
Jean,'  ‘Man  Frankie’  brings  out 
‘Young  Shy  Marie,’  and  ‘Woman 
Frankie’  brings  out  ‘Woman  Jean.’ 
We  can  love,  appreciate  and  bring 
out  so  many  things  in  each  other.” 
Jean  Marie  says.  “It  is  really  hard  for 
me  to  see  how  I could  live  with  some- 
one who  wants  to  know  only  part  of 
me.” 

For  Raven  and  Bella,  their  rela- 
tionship is  the  only  one  they  have 
ever  been  in  that  has  absolutely  no 
sexism  of  any  kind.  "We’ve  both 
been  both  genders,”  Raven  says. 
"When  we're  working  the  farm  to- 
gether we  have  a kind  of  freedom 
from  gender  that  only  happens  when 
everyone  in  the  room  has  been  both 
genders  and  we  dispense  with  the  sil- 
liness of  it  all.  It’s  such  a relief.  Much 
of  the  time  we  only  use  gender  as  a 
sex  toy,  to  create  sexual  spark.  In  a 
way  we  have  four  relationships  in 
one,  male-female  female-male  fe- 
male-female, male-male.  It  varies 
with  what  we’re  doing.” 

On  the  other  hand,  playing  with 
gender  differences  and  expectations 


is  very  important  to  Peter  and  Gloria. 
While  cooking  dinner  after  a very 
busy  day  and  patting  each  other  af- 
fectionately on  the  back  their  con- 
versation is  riddled  with  little  excla- 
mations like  “Ha  men!”  and  “Phooey 
Women!.”  Every  TG  couple  I inter- 
viewed danced  a different  gender 
dance,  highlighting  and  affirming 
each  others  cross  gender  with  humor 
and  affection. 

Sex  and  Gender 

Many  TG  couples  find  their  first 
true  sexual  self-expression  in  their  TG 
relationships.  For  Raven,  one  of  the 
most  rewarding  experiences  in  his  re- 
lationship is  that  “Bella  is  the  first 
lover  who  allowed  me  to  be  sexually 
male.  That  has  really  freed  my  sexu- 
ality. Before  Bella,  my  sexuality  was 
fake.  I became  for  others  whatever 
they  wanted;  a high  femme  house- 
wife, a radical  lesbian,  a hippie  chick, 
you  name  it.” 

For  outsiders  the  sexuality  be- 
tween a TG  couple  is  often  hard  to 
categorize.  "People  often  ask;  ‘Are  we 
gay?  Are  we  straight?”’  Raven  says. 
“My  only  answer  is  that  I’ve  always 
loved  bi-gendered  people  the  most.  I 
really  see  Bella  and  me  as  a same  sex 
couple  in  the  sense  that  we  are  both 
bi-gendered.  But  there  is  a butch 
femme  dynamic  in  our  relationship, 
a dynamic  of  same  sex  opposite  gen- 
der role  and  that  creates  a sexual 
spark.  We  have  both  the  polarized 
spark  of  a heterosexual  couple,  and 
the  ground  of  sameness  understand- 
ing found  in  gay  couples.  Heck,  I’d 
like  to  see  this  acknowledged  as  an- 
other sexual  preference!” 

Sex  is  often  an  ambivalent  expe- 
rience for  transgendered  folks  though. 
As  Raven  says,  “At  times  our  body 
dysphoria,  that  creeping  hatred  of 
your  own  flesh,  has  really  put  a damper 
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New  Transgender  Surgical 
and  Medical  Center 
Opens  in  Pittsburgh 


A new  era  in  transgender  care  has  be- 
gun in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  A city  that 
is  known  for  so  many  medical  “Firsts.”  For 
the  first  time  in  Trans  History,  a trans  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  Sheila  Kirk,  has  devel- 
oped and  is  directing  a facility  specializing 
in  complete  transgender  surgical  and  medi- 
cal care.  In  addition.  Dr.  Kirk  is  performing 
MTF  GRS,  FTM  top  surgeries,  hysterecto- 
mies and  related  surgical  procedures  for 
MTFs  and  FTMs.  The  facility  is  named  the 
Transgender  Surgical  & Medical  Cepter  or 
TSMC  and  the  offices  are  located  at  2100 
Jane  Street,  Medical  Professional  Building, 
2nd  Floor,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Trans 
Care  by  Transprofessionals  “This  step  is  a 
first  step  for  our  community,  “ states  Dr.  Kirk, 
“a  small  step. ..when  compared  to  the  other 
steps  that  should  and  will  follow  in  this  rela- 
tively new  discipline  I like  to  refer  to  as  Trans 
Care.  However,  it  is  an  important  step  and 
signifies  a positive  shift  that  paves  the  way 
to  fully  utilize  the  immense  medical  and  sur- 
gical talent  that  exists  within  our  own  com- 
munity to  help  us  treat  our  Sisters  and  Broth- 
ers. 

Transprofessionals  caring  for  Trans 
people  through  all  facets  of  their  gender  jour- 
ney should  be  the  norm  not  the  exception. 
As  TSMC  grows,  it  is  our  goal  to  recruit 
Transprofessionalswhose  professional  cali- 
ber and  dedication  matches  TSMC’s  phi- 
losophy of  providing  the  highest  standards 
of  excellence.” 


Sheila  Kirk,  MD,  F.A.O.G.-Board  cer- 
tified OB/GYN,  Transgender  Medicine  Spe- 
cialist/Surgeon, author  of  our  community’s 
best-selling  medical  books  and  the  first 
Transgender  physician  elected  to  the 
HBIGDA  board.  In  addition  to  performing 
MTF  GRS,  Dr.  Kirk  specializes  in  FTM  top 
surgeries,  hysterectomies  and  related  sur- 
gical procedures  for  MTFs  and  FTMs. 

J.  William  Futrell,  MD,  F.A.C.S. -Chief 
and  Professor  of  the  University  Pittsburgh 
Medical  Center,  Plastic  Reconstructive  Sur- 
gery Department.  One  of  the  nation’s  most 
respected  plastic  surgeons.  Dr.  Futrell  has 
vast  experience  in  MTF/FTM  GRS,  femini- 
zation and  masculinzation  of  the  face  and 
related  MTF/FTM  surgeries. 

Ernest  K.  Manders,  MD,  F.A.C.S.- 
Board  certified  in  micro  and  plastic  recon- 
structive surgery.  Dr.  Manders  is  Professor 
of  Surgery  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh 
Medical  School.  Specialists  in  Rib  Removal 
and  Male  Pattern  Baldness  Surgery. 

In  addition  to  MTF/FTM  GRS,  Dr. 
Manders  specialties  include  his  pioneered 
method  for  minimally  invasive  rib  removal 
for  MTFs  and  his  pioneered  techniques  for 
correcting  male  pattern  baldness. 

TSMC  Provides  the  Highest  Standards 
of  Care  & Excellence.  “It  gives  me  great  plea- 
sure to  be  an  associate  of  these  highly- 


skilled  and  compassionate  surgeons,”  Dr.  Kirk 
said,  “Our  combined  experience  in  transgender 
surgical  and  medical  care  and  our  mutual  dedi- 
cation will  provide  to  our  community  the  high- 
est standards  of  care,  concern  and  management 
throughout  all  stages  of  their  medical  and  sur- 
gical needs.” 

TSMC  provides  complete  medical  care  for 
non-op.  pre-op  and  post-op  MTFs  and  FTMs 
including  close  partnership  with  one’s  local 
physician  and  mental  healthcare  provider  in  all 
medical  matters  in  addition  to  honnonal  therapy. 

Surgical  procedures  for  the  MTF  individu- 
als include  Gender  Reassignment  Surgery, 
breast  augmentation,  face  feminization,  mini- 
mally invasive  rib  removal  and  a wide  range  of 
associated  feminizing  procedures.  For  FTM  in- 
dividuals: phalloplasty,  top  surgery,  hysterec- 
tomy, clitoral  freeing,  facial  masculinzation  are 
among  the  services  available  including  an  in- 
novative surgical  procedure  for  male  pattern 
baldness. 

For  more  complete  information  on  the  ser- 
vices offered  and  general  information,  please 
contact  Sheila  Kirk,  M.D.  by  phone  (412)781- 
1092,  fax  (412)  78 1- 1 096,  e-mail  TSMC@aol.com 
or  snail  mail:  c/o  TSMC,  P.O.  Box  38366, 
Blawnox,  PA  15238. 


TSMC  is  a registered  name. 


A NEW  IDEA  IN  BREAST  FORMS 

s79.95  per  pair 

I wouldn't  say  that  my  “plastic  worm  material"  breast  forms  are  better  than  the  expensive 
ones,  but  I have  3,000+  satisfied  customers  Ask  around  about  them.  They  don't  “glue  on", 
the  nipple  isn’t  colored,  but  they  have  the  right  weight,  bounce  and  feel 

IF,  AFTER  10  DAYS,  YOU  AREN’T 
SATISFIED,  RETURN  THEM  FOR 
A FULL  REFUND. 

Sizes  8-16 $79.95 

Sizes  18-20 $99.95 

Sizes  24-28 $119.95 
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ED  HALL  BOX  501  WILLI AMST0WN,  MA  01267 

www.virtual-showcase.com/llc/breast/form 
Send  check  or  money  order.  Outside  U.S.  add  shipping 
New  York  residents  add  8%  sales  tax 


America’s  Premier 
Transformation  Service 
in  America’s  Coolest  City... 
Seattle ! 


< Etnerafd  fantasy 

< Where  (J)ream  oJlme  < Becomes  cJirtte 

One-Day  Packages  From  $299 
Call  Angel  - 253-265-8867 
On  the  Web  — www.allcitynet.com/emerald 


Book  Review: 


Mom,  I Need  To  Be  a Girl 
By  Just  Evelyn 

reviewed  by 
Phyllis  Randolphe  Frye 

I wish  I'd  had  this  book  to  give  to  my  par- 
ents and  siblings  and  other  relatives  in  1976, 
the  year  that  I transitioned.  Or  maybe  even 
before.  1 don't  know  if  it  would  have  made  a 
difference  with  some,  but  I think  it  would 
have  helped  with  most,  and  it  would  have 
made  my  life  a lot  easier  for  sure. 

Mom,  I Need  To  Be  a Girl  is  written  by  a the 
parent  of  a teenaged  son  who  soon  became  a 
teenaged  daughter.  The  author,  Just  Evelyn, 
is  a friend  that  I met  at  the  second  Interna- 
tional Conference  on  Transgender  Law  and 
Employment  Policy  in  1993.  Evelyn  had  called 
me  several  months  prior,  seeking  legal  advice 
for  dealing  with  her  teenaged  transgendered 
child.  As  I told  her  then,  she  was  welcome  to 
the  conference,  but  at  that  time  we  were  timid 
about  dealing  with  anyone  under  eighteen. 
In  1993,  we  were  stilltimid  about  reaching  out 
to  youth, unsure  of  possible  repercussions, so 
we  mostly  told  them  to  call  us  back  when  they 
became  eighteen  years  old. 

Evelyn's  book,  just  released  this  month,  will 
certainly  be  a good  guide  for  parents,  grand- 
parents, aunts,  uncles,  siblings  and  cousins 
who  love  and  recognize  that  their  family  mem- 
ber is,  at  age  eight  or  ten,  twelve  or  fourteen, 
socially  trapped  in  the  wrong  gender  role. 
There  is  a lot  of  love  in  this  book.  There  is  a 
lot  of  searching  and  soul  searching  as  well.  I 
do  not  understand  why  family  members  feel 
guilty  when  they  leam  of  a loved  one  being 
transgendered,  but  they  often  do,  and  this 
book  will  certainly  help  in  that  area  as  well. 

One  of  the  things  that  I admire  about 
Evelyn  is  that  she  is  not  afraid  to  sound-off  at 
those  "helping  professionals"  who  do  not 
really  help,  but  charge  a fee  to  transgender 
clients  who  then  educate  those  profession- 


als or  serve  as  research  data  and  arc  provided 
little  actual  help.  Evelyn  blasts  several.  She 
also  takes  the  reader  step  by  step  through  all 
of  the  challenges,  including  school,  restrooms 
and  gym  class.  She  also  has  a good  list  of 
references  in  the  back. 

The  last  time  I visited  with  Evelyn  was  while 
I was  in  San  Diego  for  a conference.  Just 
because  Evelyn's  daughter  has  grown  up  and 
gone  on  into  the  world  of  adulthood,  does 
not  mean  that  Evelyn  has  forgotten  how  to 
care.  She  still  reaches  out  to  assist  commu- 
nity members  who  are  deeply  closeted  and 
need  someone  to  to  talk  to.  She  shares  an 
extensive  video  library  of  talk  shows  where 
the  TG  issue  has  been  explored. 

I want  to  say  now  that  I would  not  really 
want  to  change  anything  about  my  past  life. 
Every  cause  had  its  effect,  and  if  I changed 
anything,  I'd  not  be  legally,  same-sex  married 
to  my  wonderful  Trish.  Our  silver  anniversary 
is  only  two  months  away.  I'd  not  have  my 
wonderful  son  and  his  wife  and  our  grand- 
child. But  I do  know  that  if  this  book  had 
come  out  in  the  mid  1960's  and  if  my  parents 
had  read  and  understood  it,  maybe  I would 
not  have  been  so  fearful  when  they  discov- 
ered my  crossdressing  back  in  1965.  It  was 
my  high  school  senior  year  when  my  stash  of 
women’s  underclothes  was  discovered.  You 
could  cut  my  parents'  homophobia  with  dull 
knife:  it  permeated  the  air.  I knew  that  1 had  to 
tell  them  it  was  just  an  experiment,  for  I feared 
that  the  truth  would  have  caused  me  to  be- 
come a homeless  youth  on  the  street  at  17. 

I hope  that  you  will  purchase  and  use 
Evelyn's  book.  Send  it  to  any  parent  who  is 
having  trouble.  Send  it  to  PFLAG  chapters  to 
support  their  inclusion  of  TG  in  their  mission 
statement.  This  personal  and  profound  book 
is  an  exceptional  tool  for  promoting  family 
support  of  transgendered  people. 

Send  $10  (inclusive  of  tax  and  s/h)  to  Just 
Evelyn,  3707  Fifth  Ave  #413,  San  Diego,  CA 
92 1 03, 1 -800-666-8 1 58,  www.justevelyn.com. 

I hope  that  the  mother  of  an  FTM  child 
writes  a similar  good  book  soon. 

Have  courage,  Phyllis  Randolph  Frye 


Book  Review: 


Trans-X-U  -All 

The  Naked  Difference 

By  Tracie  O'Keefe  and  Katrina  Fox 

Extraordinary  People  Press,  London 

Reviewed  by 
Arie  Van  Der  Ven 

Are  you  a Premascusexual  (a  pre- 
op F to  M),  a Prefemisexual  (a  pre-op  M to  F), 
or  a Compli sexual  (post-op)?  If  so,  you  might 
be  a “Translesbian,”  a “Transheterosexual,” 
or  maybe  a “Transhomose4xual.”  O’Keefe 


and  Fox  like  to  create  words  that  condense 
the  direction  of  sex  change,  the  surgical  sta- 
tus and  the  sexual  orientation  of  a person. 
They  state  that  every  different  identity  and 
group  in  the  gender  community  should  be 
given  a name,  so  they  can  strive  for  recogni- 
tion. 

Indeed,  words  like  Virginia  Prince’s 
“transgenderist”  have  added  new  insights 
and  have  helped  many  people  to  rally  around 
a cause.  It  is  questionable,  however,  whether 
O’  Keefe  anti  Fox’s  new  words  wi  1 1 do  the  same. 
They  simply  catalogue  the  names  of  increas- 
ingly miniscule  sub  groups  of  transgenders, 
invoking  a hint  of  scientific  knowledge  and 
justification,  without  offering  up  any  new  in- 
sights or  perspective. 

Trans-X-U-All  promises  us  “to 
cover  the  whole  TS  experience,  giving  the  facts 
comprehensively  as  never  published  before.” 
The  authors  are  a London  M to  F hypno- 
therapist and  her  columnist/model/actress 
girlfriend. 

The  book  has  a reasonably  good 
chapter  on  treatment  and  some  good  personal 
accounts  of  transsexuals,  including  O’Keefe’s 
own  very  moving  story.  The  rest  of  the  book 
deals  with  possible  causes,  British  TG  celeb- 
rities, and  politics.  As  the  title  indicates,  the 
authors  are  fascinated  by  biological,  genetic 
theories  of  transsexuality.  The  title  refers  to  a 
genetic  disease  that  inactivates  part  of  the  Y 
gene,  that  usually  makes  XY  fetuses  male. 
When  this  happens  the  X-gene  takes  over 
and  an  XY  female  will  be  bom..  A little  defect 
in  your  Y gene,  authors  tell  the  readers,  could 
have  “Trans-Xed-U  -All,”  and  ongoing  re- 
search may  one  day  lead  to  a full  recognition 
of  transsexuality  as  a medical  condition,  not  a 
choice.  This  way  transsexuality  would  be 
steered  outside  the  moral  arena  and  be  safe 
from  prejudice. 

The  authors  do  not  discuss  the  pos- 
sible dangers  of  labeling  us  as  an  imperfec- 
tion of  nature,  rather  than  a variation  in  hu- 
man experience.  They  seem  to  suggest  that 
we  put  our  fate  in  the  hands  of  doctors,  rather 
than  fight  for  self-determination.  Psuedo-sci- 
ence,  like  the  old  rigid  distinction  between 
cross-dressers  and  “true  transsexuals,”  has 
robbed  us  of  choice  before.  What  if  scientific 
justification  for  transgenderism  can  only  be 
found  for  biological  males  with  a partly  defec- 
tive Y gene,  will  that  provide  doctors  with  an 
excuse  to  withhold  treatment  for  F to  M’s? 
Your  reviewer’s  own  hopes  are  based  on  a 
good  analysis  of  how  homo-  and  trans-pho- 
bia work  to  take  away  choice,  individuality 
and  humanity  from  all  people,  not  just 
transgendered.  I am  personally  very  skepti- 
cal of  any  research  that  limits  personal  choice 
and  sets  transgender  behavior  or  identity 
outside  the  realm  of  healthy  human  experi- 
ence . 

Apart  from  treatment  and  genetics, 
the  authors  give  us  a chaotic  medley  of  ev- 
erything they  happen  to  be  familiar  with:  the 
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occasional  television  program  they 
have  seen,  the  therapeutic  techniques 
the  psycho-therapist  is  enamored 
with,  and  some  other  highly  personal 
concerns  (like  the  hormonal  pollution 
in  the  food  chain,  that  one  day  may 
make  us  al  intersexed  and  infertile.) 
In  these  parts,  the  book  gives  the 
impression  of  a personal  scrapbook 
on  transsexuality.  This  could  be  very 
interesting  if  the  authors  did  not  leap 
from  arbitrary  and  incomplete  mate- 
rial to  far-reaching  and  far-fetched 
conclusions.  Moreover,  any  theory 
or  theorist  that  does  not  please  the 
authors  may  count  on  a one-line  de- 
scription followed  by  a condemna- 
tion or  even  a personal  attack.  This 
robs  the  reader  of  an  opportunity  to 
make  up  his  or  her  own  mind  and 
leaves  this  reviewer  in  an  awkward 
position,  feeling  more  sympathy  for 
the  attacked  than  for  the  authors. 

It  is  a pity  the  writers  are  English, 
because  the  Brits  deserve  better  ad- 
vocacy than  this  book  offers. 
Among  Western  European  coun- 
tries, the  UK  offers  its  transsexual  citi- 
zens the  worst  legal  situation  and 
sub-standard  psychological  help.  A 
well-researched,  impassioned  book 
that  could  really  inform,  move  and 
convince  would  have  a better  chance 
to  make  a change  in  such  a hostile 
environment. 


TG  Relationships  continued  from  page  45 

on  any  excitement.  Trying  to  figure  out  a way 
to  have  truly  transcendent  sex  when  you  both 
have  the  wrong  genitals,  and  have  serious  pain- 
ful issues  over  that,  can  be  a real  challenge  to 
your  imagination.  There's  also  a hush-hush  is- 
sue that  has  come  up  in  conversation  with  a lot 
of  other  reverse  couples.  That  an  M to  F's  sex 
drive  goes  down  after  hormones,  and  may  go 
down  again  after  surgery,  and  an  F to  M’s  sex 
drive  goes  way  up  with  testosterone.  At  least 
one  reverse  couple  that  I know  broke  up  over 
that.” 

Body  dysphoria  can  set  severe  limits  on 
how  far  aTG  can  go  sexually.  As  Gloria  says,  “I 
can  only  have  sex  from  the  waist  up.  If  it  goes 
below  the  waist  I get  really  sick  afterwards.”  To 
Peter,  this  is  very  frustrating.  “She  gives  me  great 
sex  and  I want  much  to  do  the  same  for  her.  But 
I know  what  she’s  talking  about.  After  sex  I of- 
ten get  into  a dip.  All  of  a sudden  I feel  very 
unhappy  with  my  body.”  Both  Peter  and  Gloria 
are  looking  forward  to  Gloria’s  SRS.  “I  hope 
that  after  Gloria’s  operation  I can  do  the  same 
for  her  sexually  as  she  does  for  me,”  says  Peter. 

Finding  a sexual  self  expression  within  a 
transgendered  relationship  has  brought  many 
trans  people  to  a better  understanding  of  their 
own  gender.  Timothy  and  Thaniel  met  at  a 
leather  party  in  Chicago.  Thaniel  remembers, 
“Us  crusty  old  tops  were  standing  round  the 
food  table,  and  there  was  this  cute,  bright  eyed 
boy,  in  leather  suspenders  and  a white  T-shirt. 
And  as  a bonus  he  was  very  intelligent  too.” 

For  Timothy  the  sexual  aspect  of  the  rela- 
tionship that  evolved  was  an  important  tool  for 
self  definition.  He  loves  the  Daddy/Boy,  dy- 


namic of  their  relationship.  “We  are  18  years 
apart  in  age,  and  Daddy/Boy  puts  us  in  the 
right  gender,  acknowledges  the  difference  in 
power  and  experience,  and  more  importantly 
the  nurturing  and  love  in  our  relationship.  It 
also  says  we  have  a natural  bond  that  will  not 
go  away.  I wake  up  every  morning  thinking 
how  lucky  I am  to  have  Thaniel’s  love  and 
passion.” 

According  to  Randy  Ettner  the  help  trans 
people  can  give  each  other  within  a relation- 
ship cannot  substitute  our  own  self  reliance. 
“It  is  easy  to  develop  a strong  co-dependency 
in  these  relationships,”  she  says.  “Some  people 
start  a relationship  while  still  struggling  to 
create  an  authentic  cross  gendered  self.  This 
can  create  a situation  where  two  transgendered 
people  are  limping  together,  rather  than  en- 
joying a mutually  enhancing  relationship. 
Many  transpeople  have  shame  and  guilt  to 
work  through,  are  not  convinced  of  their  wor- 
thiness and  have  difficulty  putting  them  selves 
first  in  the  relationship.  They  feel  they  are  dam- 
aged goods.” 

It  seems  that  TG/TG  relationships  can  help 
us,  but  not  deliver  us,  from  the  hard  task  of 
growing  comfortable  with  ourselves,  and  be- 
ing ourselves  in  the  face  of  adversity.  Once 
we  accept  ourselves  for  who  we  are,  however, 
many  of  us  can  find  comfort,  solace,  and  stimu- 
lation in  a TG/TG  relationship.  Many  of  us 
find  a great  comfort  in  the  examples  being  set 
by  these,  and  many  other,  loving  and  grounded 
transgendered  relationships. 

END 


CROSS-DRESSER  ROMANCE  NOVELETTES 


“ALWAYS  A, 
BRIDESMAID" 

Filling  in  for  a sick  bridesmaid,  I saw  my  buddy's  pink 
tinted  fingertips  checking  his  skirt  1 stared  at  his  figure 
and  long  curled  hair  I said.  “You  look  nice  ” 

He  nearly  swooned,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  mischief 
He  smoothed  the  soft  sweater  over  his  brassiere  and 
twirled  around  “Maybe  I should  have  been  a girl?” 
Baily’s  mother  said,  “Baily’s  going  to  be  a busy  girl 
until  the  rehearsal  He  has  a lot  to  learn!” 

Baily  blushed  at  what  was  in  store  for  him 
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SUDDENLY  A SISTER 
SUDDENLY  A DAUGHTER 

Trapped  into  dressing  as  a sister  and  daughter,  Tracy 
wasn’t  happy  His  mother  asked,  “Would  it  help  if  I 
went  with  you  to  buy  a new  dress?” 

“Okay,”  he  replied  Would  you  help  me  fix  my  make- 
up?" 

“Of  course  dear,”  she  said  giving  him  a big  hug 
“That’s  the  attitude  that  might  get  you  out  of  dresses 
and  back  into  pants  ” 

□ 8.00  plus  I.OOpp,  SISTER 

□ 8.00  plus  I.OOpp,  DAUGHTER 


For  my  first  day  at  work,  my  wife  suggested  I wear  a 
conservative  skirt  and  blouse  and  low  heeled  pumps 
She  said,  “We  will  be  on  our  feet  all  day  Later  we’ll 
get  you  some  nice  high  heels  ” 

Was  it  the  female  hormone  cycle  that  was  pealing  back 
the  layers  of  masculinity9  My  wife  and  I were  like  girls 
now  playing  with  make-up,  hair  and  clothes  Actu- 
ally it  was  pretty  cool  except  for  the  soreness  in  my 
breasts,  bloating  and  feeling  crabby 
ARE  THE  CHANGES  PERMANENT? 
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BORN  TO  BE  A BRIDE 
BORN  TO  BE  A DAUGHTER 

Some  guys  will  do  anything  for  a buck  Me?  I com- 
mitted to  act  like  a rich  guy’s  wife  and  my  son  he’s 
had  to  be  my  daughter! 

My  son  had  the  strangest  look  when  I told  him  about 
the  paperwork  being  done  “But  you’re  my  father!” 
“Was,”  I said  proudly,  ‘‘But  soon  I’ll  legally  be  a 
female  and  can  marry  a man*  You  could  too!” 

Some  things  are  easy  to  get  into  but  hard  to  get  out! 

□ 10.00  plus  1.00  pp,  BRIDE 
□l  0.00  plus  1 .00  pp,  DAUGHTER 
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Look  at  the  Emergence  of  FTM-Specific  Events 


Photo  Taken  at  the  FTM  Hero's  Journey 
Conference  in  Boston  ‘97 
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by  R.  Scott  Gerdes 

The  yean  1 995.  The  month:  Au- 
gust. The  place:  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia. The  event:  The  First  Annual 
FTM  Conference  of  the  Americas. 
The  scene:  Roughly  400  energetic  and 
wide-eyed  female-to-male  pre-, 
post-,  and  non-op  transgender  at- 
tendees, their  friends,  family  members 
and  significant  others  packed  into  an 
auditorium.  Their  attention  was  fo- 
cused on  the  final  address,  delivered 
by  the  highly  visible  FTM  International 
Executive  Director,  James  Green. 

"After  we  had  thanked  every- 
one on  the  committee  and  all  that 
kind  of  jazz,"  Green  fondly  recollected 
from  his  Bay  Area  home.  “I  was  given 
the  opportunity  to  say  a few  brief 
words  in  closing  and  I had  no  idea 
what  I was  gong  to  say.  I stepped 
up  to  the  microphone,  after  having 
been  on  stage  all  day.  It  wasn’t  like  I 
wasn't  used  to  being  in  front  of 
people,  but  I looked  at  the  audience 
and  I started  to  cry.  And  I said,  'You 
are  f**king  beautiful.'  Then  I sort  of 
got  a hold  of  myself  and  I said,  'So, 
who's  driving?’  And  everyone  in  the 
room  said,  ‘We  are!'  It  blew  me  away. 

I get  tears  in  my  eyes  and  shudder 
to  even  think  about  it  now." 

Before  that  first  conference, 
FTMs  did  not  have  an  event  to  call 
their  own.  IFGE  and  the  Southern 
Comfort  annual  conferences  were  the 
only  major  events  that  embraced  the 
FTM  community.  FHowever,  as  well 
intentioned  as  those  conferences  are, 
the  major  players  in  the  growing  FTM 
visibility  arena  agree  that  in  orderto 
best  serve  the  FTM  community,  FTMs 
need  to  take  control.  Gary  Bowen, 
coordinator-in-chief  of  The  American 
Boyz  support  network  and  chair  of 
the  True  Spirit  Conference  '98,  be- 
lieves that  the  successes  of  the  FTM 
Conference  of  the  Americas  and  The 
T rue  Spirit  Conference  are  the  direct 
result  of  those  FTMs  who  are  “tak- 
ing power  into  their  own  hands,  and 
are  creating  groups  and  resources  to 
meet  their  needs." 

Though  the  work  of  the  MTF- 
focussed  conferences  has  been  ad- 
mirable, when  it  comes  to  welcom- 
ing and  providing  forthe  FTM  com- 
munity, AEGIS'  (American  Educa- 
tional Gender  Information  Service)  Ex- 
ecutive Director  Dallas  Denny  asked 
Green  in  the  early  nineties,  “Don't  you 
think  it's  about  time  that  the  men 
had  a conference  of  their  own?" 


apestry 


James  Green  and  David  Schreier 

Green  asked  himself,  “Who  is  moti- 
vated enough  to  take  on  the 
groundbreaking  and  backbreaking  task  of 
putting  on  an  event  for  the  guys?  Who 
has  the  time?  Who  has  the  contacts?  Who 
can  raise  the  money?"  He  then  remem- 
bered something  else  Denny  had  said, 
“[FTMsJare  always  getting  just  a few  ses- 
sions [of  their  own],  they’re  getting  thrown 
bones  by  the  MTF  community...  the 
men’s  community  is  strong  enough  to 
have  their  own  conference.”  Green  said 
he  was  excited  by  the  idea,  and  worried 
that  it  would  be  hard  to  motivate  people. 
This  wasn't  a task  he  was  prepared  to 
take  on  alone. 

MTF  conferences  did  not  pull  in  a 
lot  of  FTMs  because  they  weren't  designed 
for  FTMs.  "Just  the  whole  MTF  venue  in 
itself  keeps  a lot  of  FTMs  away,"  Green 
explained.  “It’s  a big  deal  [for  MTFs]  to 
go  off  to  another  city  and  dress  up  in  a 
place  where  no  one  they  know  is  going 
to  see  them.... so,  they  like  to  have  a 
good  time,  they  like  to  spend  a lot  of 
money.  Not  only  is  it  (no  offense)  not 
where  we’re  at,  we  can't  afford  it.  That’s 
why  a lot  of  FTMs  haven't  shown  up,  his- 
torically, at  MTF  events."  To  grow  as  a 
community  and  to  increase  education  out- 
reach, the  men  needed  something  to  call 
their  own. 

Although  concerned  that  they  were 
going  to  "embarrass”  themselves,  Green 
and  a handful  of  enthusiastic  people  with 
a very  small  budget  managed  to  make 
history  in  San  Francisco.  Green  is  proud 
of  the  results  and  the  fact  that  the  con- 
ference was  put  on  for  the  third  straight 
year  last  August  in  Boston.  For  Green, 
the  aim  of  the  Conference  of  the  Ameri- 
cas wasn’t  only  to  make  education,  out- 


reach, social  bonding,  and  medical  re- 
sources available  to  the  FTM  commu- 
nity. “We  basically  just  did  it  to  show 
that  it  could  be  done.  My  goal,  really,  is 
to  empower  people." 

Bowen  agrees  that  empowerment 
is  a key  factor  in  the  success  of  FTM 
events.  Over  the  past  four  years,  the 
American  Boyz  support  network  has 
sprouted  from  the  Metro  Washington, 
DC  area  into  twenty  three  states  and 
Canada.  Bowen's  group  is  different 
from  FTM  International  in  its  scope. 
FTM  International  conferences  are  run 
on  an  international  and/or  national 
scope..  The  American  Boyz,  on  the  other 
hand,  do  their  work  from  the  grassroots 
level.  Bowen  believes  that  smaller  FTM 
support  groups  and  sen/ices  at  the  lo- 
cal level  give  coordinators  a better 
sense  of  who  the  FTMs  in  that  area 
are,  and  what  they  need  and  want.  “The 
result  is  lots  more  people  know  about 
the  services  and  want  to  use  them,  and 
also  want  to  come  together  in  bigger 
groups,  like  conferences,  to  get  access 
to  information  and  social  events  that  a 
small  local  group  simply  doesn't  have 
the  resources  to  provide.”  Bowen  said 
the  idea  to  base  The  American  Boyz 
on  a grassroots  platform  was  initially 
met  with  skepticism,  but  its  growth  has 
opened  many  eyes. 

Bowen  also  states  that  non  FTM- 
specific  conferences  tend  to  fall  short 
of  benefiting  the  community.  “I  think  in 
recent  years  a lot  of  FTMs,  their  signifi- 
cant others,  friends  and  families  have 
decided  to  take  power  for  ourselves, 
and  make  things  happen  the  way  we 
want,"  Green  concurred  with  the  view 
that  true  outreach  begins  at  home  and 
added,  “I  think  we  need  to  encourage 
people  to  form  support  groups." 

It  is  difficult  to  give  conference 
goers,  especially  first-timers,  a sense  of 
connection  at  the  larger  events.  It  is  the 
intimacy  from  the  local  groups  that  gives 
people  a sense  of  connection.  It  is  the 
larger  conferences  that  offer  the  sense 
of  power  in  numbers,  which  is  also  im- 
portant. 


Gary  Bowen  and 
Jon  from  the  first 
True  Spirit 
Conference,  in 
Maryland 


"We 
basically 
just  did  it 
to  show 
that  it 
could  be 
done, 
My  goal, 
really,  is  to 
empower 
people." 

James  Green 


Large  events  bring  in  hundreds 
of  people,  which  makes  planning  diffi- 
cult— especially  when  the  planners 
tread  unfamiliar  territory.  For  example, 
workshop  planning  can  be  quite  tax- 
ing for  the  inexperienced  committee. 
There  is  usually  an  abundance  of  work- 
shop ideas  from  the  diverse  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  but  in  the  ef- 
fort to  include  them  all,  planners  of- 
ten overbooked  timeslots.  This  makes 
it  difficult  for  the  conference  attendee 
to  choose  any  single  event.  To  keep 
people  interested  and  excited  about 
FTM  events,  Green  suggests  future 
conferences  add  a dose  of  creativity. 
“We  tend  to  be  short-sighted,  “ He 
said.  “I'm  just  as  guilty  as  anyone." 
Other  conferences  Green  had  at- 
tended gave  him  and  the  first  plan- 
ning committee  the  basic  information 
to  put  on  the  Conference  of  the 
Americas.  Green  suggests  an  area  to 
improve  would  be  scheduling.  He  re- 
members, "We  had  the  same  prob- 
lem that  every  conference  has,  that 
there  are  five  different  things  you 
want  to  go  to  at  the  same  time.  I 
often  get  so  frustrated  that  if  I find 
somebody  who  wants  to  talk,  I leave 
the  conference,  because  I can't  make 
a goddamn  decision  about  what  to 
do." 

Green  said  he  would  like  to  see 
the  FTM  Conference  of  the  Americas 
get  away  from  an  annual  event  and 
occur  "whenever  the  community 
needs  it."  This  will  allow  people  more 
time  to  gather,,  plan,  and  raise  money 
for  the  event.  And  hopefully  alleviate 
some  of  the  pressure  such  an  under- 
taking presents.  During  closing  re- 
marks at  the  Third  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  the  Americas  in  Boston,, 
Green  proposed  that  if  there  is  no 
request  by  anyone  else  to  plan  the 
conference  for  the  year  2000,  he  and 
FTM  International  would  like  to  hold 
it  in  San  Francisco  during  Pride  week. 
“I  would  want  to  do  something  really 
different,  to  get  us  out  in  the 
community. . .to  the  film  festival,  to  the 
Pride  parade ...  get  us  out  there." 

Bowen  and  his  co-coordinators 
have  set  up  the  annual  East  Coast 
True  Spirit  Conference  in  hopes  of  cre- 
ating regional  offshoots  that  reach  a 
larger  community.  “Going  through  the 
databases  from  [last  year's  T rue  Spirit 
Conference]  I am  struck  by  the  fact 


FTMs  from  The  Southern  Comfort 
Conference  in  Atlanta. 
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conference."  Bowen  agrees  that  most 
FTMs  just  can't  afford  to  travel  across 
the  country.  “I  think,"  Bowen  added. 
“That  to  have  multiple,  smaller,  shorter 
and  less  expensive  regional  conferences 
will  enable  FTMs  to  get  the  kind  of  sup- 
port that  conferences  can  offer.” 

The  largest  barrierto  conference 
planning  is  the  lack  of  any  financial  re- 
sources. Necessary  backing,  including  but 
not  limited  to,  money  and  volunteer  la- 
bor, is  hard  to  come  by.  The  third  an- 
nual FTM  International  conference  or- 
ganizers, Mykael  Hawley  and  Michael 
Ernie  Kirk,  stayed  in  for  the  long  haul 
and  managed  to  recruit  enough  volun- 
teers to  ultimately  put  on  a successful 
conference.  "We  thought  it  would  be 
nice  to  have  the  conference  on  the  East 
Coast,"  Hawley  commented.  “So,  we 
threw  our  hat  in  the  ring  and  everyone 
said,  'Okay,  sounds  great.'  But  we  had 
a problem  with  people  sticking  around. 
Many  of  our  volunteers  were  busy  with 
school,  their  families,  or  their  chest  sur- 
geries. Communication  eventually 
brought  it  together."  He  added  that 
people  who  choose  to  become  involved 
in  regional  conference  planning  must  try 
to  be  patient,  since  every  group  is  new. 

It  isn't  a lack  of  interest,  said  Green 
and  Bowen,  that  causes  the  lack  of 
funds.  Bowen  has  found  that  lack  of  ex- 
perience is  often  responsible  for  a lack 
of  fundraising  confidence.  Hawley  and 
Kirk  enlisted  the  help  of  local  resource 
people,  and  found  an  abundance  of  fi- 
nancial support  from  therapists  and 
doctors  who  specialize  in  services  for 
FTMs.  What  committees  do  with  the 
money  available  is  vital.  With  the  sub- 
stantial surplus  raised  at  The  Hero's  Jour- 
ney (the  Boston  conference),  the  com- 
mittee was  able  to  fund  several  local 
groups,  individuals,  and  projects  that  di- 
rectly benefit  the  FTM  community. 

“Fiscal  responsibility  is  a reality," 
Bowen  stated.  “But  many  things  don't 
cost  anything  at  all.  It  doesn’t  cost  us  a 
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dime  to  make  certain  we  have  a wide 
variety  of  speakers  on  a panel.  It  only 
costs  a little  extra  to  buy  brand  name 
snacks  that  are  certified  kosher.  It  takes 
a fair  amount  of  effort  to  learn  who 
are  the  minority  leaders,  and  invite  them 
to  participate."  There  is  arguably  a lot 
of  diversity  within  the  FTM  community. 
Both  Green  and  Bowen  expressed  con- 
cern over  inclusion  practices  at  large 
conferences.  Hawley  agreed,  "If  we 
could  have  done  anything  differently,  we 
would  have  made  the  effort  to  create 
a diverse  planning  committee,  and 
worked  harder  on  outreach.  We  ended 
up  getting  the  thing  done  with  who- 
ever happened  to  show  up  and  show 
an  interest. ' There  will  always  be  some- 
one concerned  that  their  issues  aren’t 
addressed.  It  is  exactly  this  fact  that 
has  created  the  impetus  for  five  major 
conferences  over  the  last  three  years. 
Green  stressed  that  all  FTMs  need  to 
be  aware  of  others.  "This  is  the  one 
gift  that  FTMs  have  to  give  the  rest  of 
the  gender  world.  That  is  our  ability, 
which  we  don’t  always  actualize:  to  be 
conscious  and  considerate  of  other 
people's  differences  and  have  that  be 
okay  with  us." 

Some  of  Bowen's  most  memo- 
rable moments  from  his  True  Spint  Con- 
ference experiences  were  when  some- 
one approached  to  thank  him  for  mak- 
ing that  person  feel  special  and  wel- 
come, regardless  of  their  race,  religion, 
sexual  orientation  or  appearance.  He 
says  that  minority  groups  and  minority 
speakers  must  be  included  in  any  FTM 
conference  if  they  are  truly  going  to  help 
everyone. 

Even  with  the  uncertainty  and  in- 
experience, legal  hurdles  such  as  taxes 
and  insurance,  and  headaches,  Hawley 
would  do  it  all  over  again.  "Seeing  FTMs 
and  their  parents  together  at  the  con- 
ference made  it  all  worth  it,"  He  said.  “I 
saw  parents'  fears  subside.  I heard 
many  partners  and  families  of  FTMs  ex- 
citedly discussing  new  ideas  from  their 
workshops.  I was  so  proud  to  see  the 
self-confidence  in  FTM  youth,  confidence 
that  I never  had." 

The  direction  of  FTM  Conferences 
is  still  new  and  unclear.  The  high  energy 
level  and  sincere  drive  of  all  involved  is 
refreshing,  but  there  are  many  choices 
to  be  made.  Are  we  going  to  be  politi- 
cal? Are  we  going  to  be  academic?  Are 
we  going  to  be  sexual?  Are  we  going 
to  be  social?  Are  we  trying  to  be  non- 
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ops?  Are  we  trying  to  be  third  sex 
people?  Or  are  we  just  trying  to  be 
men  and  live  our  lives?  Can  theses 
choices  and  questions  be  ad- 
dressed in  the  conference  forum? 

Whatever  the  answers,  the 
most  important  element  of  future 
conferences  will  be  inclusion.  Green 
and  Bowen  could  not  stress  the  im- 
portance of  broad-based  commu- 
nity involvement  enough,  both  on 
local  and  national  levels.  Hawley 
reccommends  listening  to  the  input 
from  families,  partners,  and  young 
men.  Everyone  would  like  to  see 
the  FTM  community  come  together 
to  share  ideas,  experiences,  and 
support.  In  that  way,  the  emergence 
of  FTM  events,  and  the  increased 
visibility  of  the  FTM  community  will 
continue  to  expand  in  a positive, 
helpful  way. 

T.O.P.S  (T ransgender  Officers 
Protect  & Serve)  founder  and  con- 
ference veteran,  Tonye  Barretto- 
Neto  admitted  he  still  gets  nervous 
when  he's  at  the  podium,  but  that 
doesn't  deter  him  from  speaking 
out.  “As  transmen  we  really  need  a 
voice  in  politics,  or  well  just  disap- 
pear." 

According  to  Bowen,  if  they 
get  the  volunteers  and  the  funding, 
the  Southern  Boyz  division  of  the 
American  Boyz  is  hoping  to  host  a 
Midsouth  conference  in  the  near 
future.  “We  keep  looking  to  other 
people  to  drive  for  us,  and  what 
I'm  saying  is,  'we’re  in  this  together."” 

Even  with  monetary  restraints, 
Green  and  Bowen  have  faith  that 
these  special  celebrations  will  con- 
tinue to  grow  on  the  regional  and 
national  levels,  so  long  as  the  FTM 
community  remembers  one  thing: 
We  are  driving  the  bus.  We  have 
the  power. 
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Action  Wear 
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Nancy  Nangeroni 
March  29.1998 

The  lifeblood  of  every  commu- 
nity is  drawn  from  its  leaders.  When 
those  leaders  are  people  of  excep- 
tional intelligence,  grace,  and  integ- 
rity, community  forms  around  their 
example  of  excellence. 

Since  the  time  when  Virginia 
Prince  formed  the  first  crossdressing 
support  group,  there  have  been  but 
a few  handfuls  of  people  in  our  com- 
munity with  the  desire,  the  will,  the 
commitment  and  the  skills  needed 
to  serve  as  models  of  inspiration  for 
the  rest  of  us.  Precious  few  dare  to 
proudly  stand  before  the  world  and 
declare  their  true  nature,  to  shine  as 
a beacon  of  hope  and  become  role 
models  for  the  rest  of  us. 

The  man  we  honor  here  today, 
with  the  highest  honor  we  know  how 
to  give,  is  indeed  a rare  and  pre- 
cious community  asset. 

He  is  a man  who  learned  to  trail- 
blaze  at  an  early  age.  As  a youth, 
chafing  at  the  role  allowed  him  un- 
der the  identity  of  “girl,”  he  chal- 
lenged the  limits  of  that  role.  He  was 
the  first  girl  on  his  high  school  ski 
team,  the  first  girl  in  his  graduate 
program,  and  the  first  woman  em- 
ployed by  his  division  of  Bell  Tele- 
phone as  a construction  cable  splicer. 

Later,  and  after  developing  a 


successful  career  as  a writer  and 
manager  in  high  technology,  as- 
cending to  a vice-presidential  level, 
he  continued  pushing  the  limits  of 
acceptability  and  legitimacy.  He  fa- 
thered two  children  in  a lesbian  re- 
lationship, and  then  came  out  as  a 
transsexual  and  transitioned  to  liv- 
ing as  an  overtly-acknowledged 
man.  Rather  than  passing  through 
the  community  that  helped  him  re- 
solve his  gender  issues,  he  became 
active  in  organizing  and  educating, 
and  accepted  the  torch  passed  to 
him  by  Lou  Sullivan  in  1991.  Since 
then  he  has  shouldered  the  burden 
of  leadership  of  a fledgling  FTM 
community  with  grace,  poise,  and 
effectiveness.  Among  many  other 
things,  he  authored  the  landmark 
report  on  discrimination  against 
transgendered  people  for  the  San 
Francisco  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion, the  first  report  of  its  kind  any- 
where. He  has  made  countless  pub- 
lic appearances  from  college  lec- 
tures and  professional  trainings,  to 
television  and  radio  interviews.  He 
may  well  be  the  most  well-know  and 
respected  transsexual  man  alive. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  humility, 
pride,  and  honor,  that  I present,  on 
behalf  of  the  International  Founda- 
tion for  Gender  Education,  all  of 
us  here  today,  and  our  community 
at  large,  the  Virginia  Prince  Award 
to  Mr.  Jamison  Green. 


Ever  wondered  what  to  wear  to  that 
demonstration  or  political  action? 
Afraid  no  one  will  know  what  you  stand 
for?  Well,  here's  just  what  the  Doctor 
ordered:  The  Transsexual  Menace  Men 
T-Shirt! 

Transsexual  Menace  is  not  a club, 
not  another  organization,  nota  disco! 
Transsexual  Menace  is  a loose  (very 


loose)  confederation  of  individu- 1 
als  who  are  not  afraid  to  throw  I 
the  frightening  spectre  of  the  I 
dreaded  transsexual  in  the  faces  I 
of  those  who  would  oppresses,  i 
and  who  come  together  only  I 
when  necessary  to  act  in  rebel- 1 
lion  to  the  stereotypes,  ignorance, 
and  fear  that  would  keep  us  op- 
pressed. 

These  are  1 00%  cotton,  Hanes 
Beefy-T's,  black  with  white  and 
menancing  red  lettering,  available 
in  S,  M,  L,  XL.  Only  $ 1 2.00  (plus  ! 
$5.00  shipping  and  handeling  for 
each  I -2  ordered)  Get  yours  now; 
from  FTM  International  (make1 
checks  or  money  orders  payable:) 
to  FTM).  And  never  be  at  a loss : 
for  action  wear. 


Order  Now! 

Your  subscription  to 
The  FTM  Newsletter 

The  worlds  most  widely-circulated  Newsletter  for  the 
Female-to-Male  crossdresser  and  transsexual.  Published 
quarterly  since  1 987.  Send  correspondence,  address  correc- 
tions and  contributions  to:  FTM,  1 360  Mission  St.,  Suite 
200,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  A 501  (c)  3 not  for  profit 
organization. 

Voicemail  :41  5-553-5987  E-mail:  TSTGMen@aol.com 


Name: 


Address: 


City/State: 


Zip. 


Subcription  Price:  $1  5 year/4  issues.  $20  for  International 
(to  cover  additional  postage)  and  $25  for  professional 
subscriptions.  Business  card  ads  free  to  FTMs,  $100/4 
insertions  for  professional  advertisers. 
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Veronica  Vera, 
Founder  and 
Dean  of  Students 
Miss  Veras  Finishing 
School  for  Boys 
Who  Want  to 
Be  Girls 


Welcome  to  the  debut  of  my  Trans- 
gender column.  You  may  already  know 
me  as  the  founder  of  Miss  Vera’s  Fin- 
ishing School  for  Boys  Who  Want  to  be 
Girls  and  the  author  of  the  book  of  the 
same  name. 

Before  having  the  good  fortune  to 
create  the  academy,  I wrote  lots  of 
magazine  articles  on  sexual  themes. 
Among  other  publications,  I had  a regu- 
lar column  in  a men’s  magazine  called 
Adam.  Writing  about  topics  related  to 
human  sexuality  was  like  being  a corre- 
spondent on  a jungle  safari;  each  col- 
umn was  a report  from  the  field.  It  was 
like  sending  a letter  home  because  this 
was  a personal  odyssey. 

Nov  I find  myself  on  a new  fron- 
tier. In  those  earlier  columns,  the  sub- 
jects that  generated  the  most  reader  re- 
sponse were  female  wrestlers  and 
transgenderists.  Both  deal  with  people 
who  defy  the  expectations  of  gender  and 
both  fields  encourage  a “no  holds 
barred  approach.  It  is  very  appropri- 
ate that  my  new  column  be  in  Tr  ■ans- 
gender  - for  that  is  where  we  are  right 
now,  the  land  where  no  holds  are  barred, 
where  all  bets  are  off,  where  even  rule 
is  open  to  question  and  examination.  My 
writing  sty  le  is  more  comfy  here  than  in 
Wrestle  mania  and  I am  more  interested 
in  frocks  than  in  fisticuffs. 

People  who  write  books  are  often 
called  experts,  as  are  people  who  start 
schools.  I am  not  an  expert,  but  I am 
an  incredible  guide.  The  excitement  of 
being  in  genderland  for  me  is  that  I am 
here  to  learn,  and  question,  and  dis- 


The 
courage 
that  it 
takes  to 
trust  your 
heart  is 
something 
all  of  the 
world  can 
applaud. 


cover,  and  I invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

What  topics  are  on  my  mind  lately? 
Homophobia;  bisexuality;  menage  a 
trois;  coming  out;  the  amazing  advances 
m pantyhose  - just  to  name  a lew.  Some 
of  these  themes  may  be  more  male-to- 
female  related,  but  I expect  that  most 
will  be  of  interest  to  every  reader,  no 
matter  what  your  sex,  your  gender,  or 
your  fashion  statement. 

I was  inspired  to  create  the  acad- 
emy because  I identify  with  my  stu- 
dents. I evolved  as  a human  being  by 
taking  off  my  clothes  as  a sex  journalist, 
porn  star,  and  erotic  model.  I stripped 
down  until  there  was  nothing  left  to  re- 
veal I mt  my  feelings.  That  tixik  the  most 
courage.  As  many  of  you  know,  and 
more  of  you  will  discover,  as  you  take 
each  brave  step  forward,  whether  you 
are  mincing  in  stilettos  or  stomping  in 
Doc  Martens,  however  you  are  dressed 
as  you  kick  in  the  door  of  the  estal  dish- 
merit  , no  matter  if  you  are  adding  body 
parts  or  taking  them  off  — shredding 
the  fabric  of  societal  borders  reveals  the 
naked  truth  of  the  soul.  The  courage 
that  it  takes  to  trust  your  heart  is  some- 
thing all  of  the  world  can  applaud. 

The  world  is  applauding  you.  From 
my  academic  perspective,  I see  more 
and  more  transgendered  persons  on  the 
streets  of  New  York.  It  is  easier  and 
easier  to  take  our  students  all  over  the 
city  on  field  trips.  This  tolerance  and 
understanding  will  spread  and  join  with 
that  of  others  who  have  chosen  alterna- 
tive lifestyles,  or  those  who  appreciate 
that  choice.  Each  of  you  is  a messen- 


ger, a sort  of  travelling  salesperson,  a 
Man  Kay  rep  changing  the  face  of 
humanity.  The  world  is  more  ready 
for  you  t han  many  of  you  imagine.  Be- 
lieve it.  Then,  get  out  there  and  hustle. 

Society'  needs  you. 


Miss  Jem  's  Finishing  School 
for  Boys  II  ho  If  ant  to  Be  Girls 
(Doubleday)  by  Veronica  Jem  is 
available  at  IFGE's  bookstore. 

Brospectire  students  may  con- 
tact the  academy  in  New  lock  at 
212-242-6449,  ivww.Misslera.com. 


Miss  Vera's  Academy  Students 


Carole.  Alexi  and  Ballet  Mistress  Tiger  in  spots. 


Miss  Judy.  Dean  of  Voice.  Miss  Mary  Ann,  Dean  of 
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Gordene  Mackenzie 

My  name  is  Joan  'don’t  fuck  with 
me  boys’  Crawford.  I’m  a gender  detec- 
tive. 

On  most  days  I'm  an  over  the  edge 
drag  queen/transvestite  turned  on  by  se- 
quins and  gold  lace.  I spent  my  childhood 
trying  to  be  the  boy  I felt  I -was.  Born 
female  has  a loaded  meaning,  and  I didn’t 
like  the  load.  It  made  me  uncomfortable 
in  my  own  skin.  I'd  hit  my  thirtieth  birth- 
day before  I finally  saw  the  vision  of  a 
man  in  a dress  literally  sashaying  out  of 
my  torso,  and  realized  I had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  a drag  queen  in  a passing 
female  body.  Thirty  years  spent  thinking 
I was  cursed,  then  I finally  wised  up  to 
just  how  lucky  I really  am.  Just  between 
you  and  me,  though,  I enjoy  a tendency 
toward  loud  femme  with  a vocal  mascu- 
line twist,  a combination  which  the  ge- 


neric bipolar  gender  population  tends  to 
find  somewhat  unsettling. 

My  volume  gets  turned  up  especially 
loud  when  I’m  with  my  friend  and  asso- 
ciate Norma  Diva  DYKE  Desmond. 
Norma’s  the  kind  of  girl  who  piles  on  so 
many  layers  of  sequins  s/he's  about  to 
transmute  into  a whole  new  species. 
And,  as  happens  with  good  friends 
sometimes,  s/he's  dragging  me  right 
along  with  hir,  which  suits  me  fine.  When 
we’re  not  solving  anothertough  gender 
crime  we  hang  out  in  the  aisles  of  the 
local  fabric  store,  which  tends  to  blast  us 
right  into  ten  dimensional  hyperspace. 
You  know  what  I mean,  contemplating 
how  all  these  luxurious  bright  fabncs  make 
up  the  real  DNA  of  life.  It's  a welcome 
break  from  our  demanding  workload  and 
besides,  Norma  and  I take  great  com- 
fort in  hanging  over  bolts  of  glowing  fab- 
ric, knowing  beyond  all  doubt  that  the 
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sequin  is  the  basic  building  block  of  all 
life.  Outside  the  safety  of  the  fabric  store 
where  all  the  clerks  know  us,  Norma  of- 
ten runs  into  trouble  because  s/he  some- 
times doesn't  shave  and  the  gender  ngor- 
mortised  generics  get  all  huffed  up.  Of 
course,  if  you  want  our  opinion,  we  think 
they  should  get  over  it  and  pay  more 
attention  to  other  life  threatening  stuff 
going  on  in  this  crazy  planet.  But  then, 
who  are  we  to  tell  them  what  to  do? 

Our  most  recent  case  was  a compli- 
cated one.  We  were  hired  one  day  by  a 
trans  babe  who  skated  into  our  office 
on  plush  velvet  rollerblades,  wearing  a 
pair  of  killer  sunglasses.  Real  cool.  S/he 
wanted  us  to  investigate  why  there  was 
so  much  horizontal  hostility  in  genderland. 

I didn't  want  to  take  the  case,  figured  it 
was  a bit  too  close  to  home.  Norma 
and  I have  caught  our  fair  share,  and 
.frankly,  it  gets  old  quick.  But  Norma  got 
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real  stuck  on  the  babe.  So  I went 
along,  like  I always  do. 

Before  our  client  skated  out  of 
our  office  s/he  did  two  things.  First, 
s/he  left  us  a valuable  clue  that  the 
Gender  Movement  is  not  a mono- 
lithic movement  where  everyone 
agrees  with  each  other,  but  is  far  more 
complex.  Secondly,  s/he  gave  us  a 
hefty  retainer  that  helped  embellish 
our  wardrobe. 

As  drag  detectives,  Norma  and  I 
ritually  begin  each  case  with  a change 
of  outfits.  This  time  we  decorated 
ourselves  to  look  like  fractals.  You 
know,  beautiful  colorful  organic  pat- 
terns, the  building  block  of  life  stuff. 
Accomplishing  that  was  no  easy  feat, 
but  nothing  we  couldn’t  handle.  Be- 
fore long  we  set  out,  fabulously  at- 
tired in  glittering  rags,  for  gender  land. 

We  knew  from  experience  that 
honzontal  hostility  occurs  when  mem- 
bers of  oppressed  groups,  weary 
from  the  battlefield  of  fighting  oppres- 
sion, spew  napalm  horizontally  on  each 
other,  instead  of  the  structures  of  op- 
pression. The  perpetrators  of  horizon- 
tal hostility,  filled  with  repressed  an- 
ger and  eagerness  for  social  change, 
may  be  unaware  of  the  debilitating 
consequences  of  their  actions. 

Our  mission  was  not  only  to  crack 
the  case  of  horizontal  hostility  wide 
open,  but  also  to  see  if  maybe  we 
could  offer  suggestions  on  how  to 
form  coalitions  across  differences  in  a 
collective  fight  for  civil  rights.  As  I 
watched  Norma  stretching  hir  long 
legs,  preparingto  start  our  journey,  I 
reflected  once  again  how  we  are  all 
products  of  a cruel  and  repressive 
gender  system  that  deeply  marks  our 
bodies  and  souls.  We've  come  to  ex- 
pect gender  intolerance  from  society, 
but  to  suffer  it  from  each  other  is  es- 
pecially painful. 

As  soon  as  we  hit  the  street  to 
start  of  our  investigation,  Norma  and 
I,  decked  out  in  6 inch  rainbow  fractal 
sandals,  caught  sight  of  a mirror  glis- 
tening in  the  sunlight  of  a neighbor- 
hood garage  sale.  As  Norma  leaped 
out  of  the  car,  which  hadn't  even  got- 
ten out  of  our  own  driveway,  to  check 
the  price  of  the  mirror,  s/he  was 
greeted  with  a loud  cry:  "Hey,  what’s 
that  — a man  or  a woman?"  Know- 
ing too  well  from  past  experience 
how  quickly  gender  hostility  could  ex- 
plode into  violence,  s/he  jumped  back 
in  the  car  and  I gunned  it,  tires  and 
attitude  squealing,  refusing  to  be  ren- 
dered powerless.  Even  though  this 
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was  not  an  unusual  event,  s/he  was 
shaken,  and  my  heart  cried  out  to  hir 
as  I took  hir  hand  in  solidarity.  To  be 
dnven  from  our  own  reflections  in  the 
wider  gender  mirror  was  an  act  of 
extreme  cruelty.  We  took  perverse 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  our  gender 
expressions  are  loud  enough  to  shat- 
ter their  cultural  gender  mirrors.  When- 
ever we  don’t  fit  into  rigid  gender  cat- 
egories, cruel  taunts,  jokes,  threats  and 
violence  against  ourtrans  bodies  are 
a daily  occurrence.  If  we  don’t  pass, 
we  learn  coping  techniques  or  how 
to  get  out  fast.  I hate  to  admit  it  but 
the  detourto  hell  shook  my  molecules, 
too. 

We  refreshed  ourselves  with  a 
quick  trip  to  the  fabric  store  to  stock 
up  on  more  sequins.  Holding  the  se- 
quins in  our  hands  we  were  trans- 
ported to  our  first  destination,  the 
local  trans  group's  weekly  meeting. 
This  night,  group  members  were  dis- 
cussing how  to  negotiate  identity  in 
everyday  life.  Norma  raised  hir  se- 
quined  wrist  recounting  how  we  were 
driven  away  from  the  mirror  at  the 
garage  sale  by  transphobia.  The  room 
fell  silent.  Finally,  a transexual  woman 
spoke  up.  She  told  Norma  if  "she" 
would  just  try  and  pass  “she"  wouldn’t 
encounter  such  problems.  Now,  I ex- 
pect and  can  deal  with  some  amount 
of  transphobia  from  generics,  but  to 
be  confronted  with  it  in  a space  sup- 
posedly safe  for  exploration  of  gen- 
der expression  is  a bitter  pill  to  swal- 
low. As  soon  as  the  TS  finished  speak- 
ing, the  room  divided.  Half  of  the 
group  members  thought  Norma 
should  pass  or  accept  the  conse- 
quences! The  other  half  argued  that 
gender  for  some  was  far  more  com- 
plex than  being  a man  or  a woman. 
Norma  and  I,  ever  prepared  for  just 
such  an  emergency,  immediately 
handed  out  sequins  to  all,  told  them 
we  loved  all  of  their  gender  expres- 
sions and  that  the  movement  was  big 
enough  for  all  of  us  and  needed  all  of 
our  energies.  Then  we  got  out  of  there. 

Back  at  the  office  I dressed 
Norma’s  horizontal-hostility-inflicted 
wound  with  a shot  of  iron-on-rhine- 
stones  and  a gold  lace  scarf.  While 
s/he  was  comforted  by  hir  reflection 
in  the  mirror,  I routinely  checked  our 
e-mail,  only  to  find  another  bomb  had 
dropped.  Most  of  our  email  had  been 
dumped  because  a debate  on  the 
internet  was  raging  over  a move  to 
have  trans  nghts  included  in  proposed 
anti-discrimination  legislation  for  gays 


and  lesbians.  At  issue  was  whether 
cross-dressers,  transvestites,  drag 
kings,  and  queens  etc.  should  be 
dumped  so  that  only  transexuals  or 
those  that  passed  could  enjoy  an  end 
to  discnmination.  Wait  a second!  This 
was  too  close  to  home.  What  about 
the  rest  of  us?  As  the  Gender  Lib- 
eration Movement  has  made  us  more 
aware  of  the  complexity  and  diver- 
sity of  gender  expressions  and  nego- 
tiations and  how  they  are  interlocked 
with  other  oppressions  why  are  some 
of  us  taking  the  role  of  oppressors 
by  demanding  gender  conformity?  As 
I dusted  the  napalm  from  my  sec- 
tion of  cyberspace,  the  phone  rang. 
It  was  a call  from  a distressed  trans 
brother  who  recounted  with  great 
concern  how  one  of  our  national  lead- 
ers was  in  critical  condition  after  a 
sniper  bullet  of  horizontal  hostility  hit 
hir.  It  seems  there  had  been  an  argu- 
ment over  what  political  tactics  should 
be  used  in  the  fight  for  gender  free- 
dom. Another  national  leader,  think- 
ing her  way  was  the  only  way,  got  a 
little  tngger-happy  and  now  both  were 
seriously  wounded. 

By  the  time  Norma  and  I arrived 
on  the  scene,  our  trans  friend  that 
took  the  bullet  was  recovering.  We 
told  hir  that  the  movement  needed 
all  of  our  strengths  and  efforts.  We 
need  those  willing  to  work  within  the 
system  as  well  as  those  challenging 
the  system.  Social  change  will  only 
occur  when  we  are  visible  and  unre- 
lenting on  all  fronts.  As  we  lovingly 
wrapped  sequins  and  gossamer  chif- 
fon over  hir  wound,  carefully  saving 
some  for  our  other  trans  sister  who 
inflicted  the  wound,  I was  reminded 
of  a moving  scene  in  the  film  “Priscilla 
Queen  of  the  Desert."  In  the  scene 
three  trans  persons  united  across  their 
differences  climb  in  full  drag  to  the 
top  of  a mountain.  Looking  out  on 
the  endless  horizon  they  observe  “all 
that  space.Jt  just  keeps  on  going."  In 
the  Gender  Movement  there  is  also 
all  that  space  that  keeps  on  going. 
Can't  we  form  coalitions  across  our 
differences  and  join  the  quest  for  Gen- 
der Liberation  together?  Maybe  to- 
gether, we  can  finally  find  the  freedom 
and  beauty  that  awaits  us. 

In  anticipation  of  this  happening, 
Norma  and  I are  off  again  to  the 
fabric  store  looking  for  more  sequins, 
for  celebration  and/or  agitation,  which- 
ever comes  our  way.  After  all,  that's 
what  we  do.  We’re  gender  detectives. 
It's  a tough  job,  and  we  love  it. 
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J.  J.  Allen 


xplonngthe  com- 
plexities of  the 
transgendered 
soul  requires 
courage  and 
heart,  for  the  es- 
sence of  the 
transgendered 
soul  lies  precisely, 
in,  “its  perverse  tendency  to  contradict  expecta- 
tions.” Such  is  the  case  when  we  consider  the 
recent,  unique  expression  of  body  and  soul  made 
by  my  dear  friend,  Dr.  Tess  Cowell. 

Tess  is  a dentist  by  training  and  profession. 
She  does  my  teeth,  but  I knew  her  long  before  I 
was  her  patient.  We  first  met  at  a PPOC  meet- 
ing about  ten  years  ago  and  liked  each  other  al- 
most immediately.  While  we  have  some  spiritual 
and  intellectual  interests  in  common,  I think  our 
bond  is  mostly  emotional  and  nurturing,  for  we 
have  comforted  one  another  through  some  of 
the  trials  of  our  respective  lives. 

While  I admire  Tess,  I do  not  idealize  her,  for 
she  is  unmistakably  human,  having  had  a long  and 
tortured  struggle  with  her  destiny.  The  nature  of 
her  struggle  is  not  unknown  within  transgender- 
ism:  Substance  abuse,  a heartbreaking  divorce, 
financial  woes,  career  problems,  crisis  therapy,  cos- 
metic surgeries,  and  the  relentless  pressure  to  sur- 
renderto  an  undeniable,  inner  truth. 

Yet  I have  always  seen  in  Tess  a poetic,  soul- 
ful grace  pervading  the  hell  that  her  life  has  some- 
times been.  It  is  this  grace,  along  with  her  solid 
medical  background,  which  led  Tess  to  a fasci- 
nating reconciliation  of the  contradictory  demands 
of  her  male  body  and  female  soul.  Hers  is  a tri- 
umph of  medicine  and  imagination;  it  is  a new 
dance  between  scalpel  and  soul. 

About  two  years  ago,  it  became  apparent 
that  Tess  wanted  to  “have  the  surgery"  as  we  like 
to  say.  I saw  an  unease  eating  at  her  about  the 
prospect.  On  those  occasions  when  we  would 
speak  at  length,  it  became  apparent  that  she  was 
struggling  with  certain  aspects  of  the  finality  of 
SRS.  In  particular,  Tess  did  not  want  to  give  up 
sexual  orgasm.  Of  course,  many  post-op  MTF's 
insist  that  they  still  have  orgasms,  but  Tess  was 
not  convinced.  Her  skepticism  was  based  upon 
her  medical  knowledge  and  conversations  with 


many  post-ops.  Was  there  a way,  she  asked 
herself,  to  become  a woman  on  the  outside 
while  still  retaining  the  physiological  and  psy- 
chological benefits  offered  to  the  male  body 
by  testosterone,  including  the  ability  to  have  an 
orgasm? 

Based  upon  her  medical  studies,  Dr. 
Cowell  knew  that  testosterone  plays  a role  in 
mood  stabilization;  it  is  in  fact  given  to  some 
post-menopausal  women  and  post-op  MTF's 
to  elevate  and  stabilize  mood.  From  a psycho- 
logical point  of  view,  then,  T ess  reasoned  that 
it  would  be  preferableto  keep  her  testes. 

Moreover,  Tess  had  not  taken  female  hor- 
mones for  over  three  years,  relying  instead  on 
her  natural  beauty,  cosmetic  surgery,  and  breast 
implants  to  create  a very  natural  feminine  ap- 
pearance. So  what  advantage  would  there  be, 
she  asked  herself,  to  undergo  castration  as  part 
of  SRS  when  she  had  already  achieved  a con- 
vincing female  appearance?  Still,  the  presence 
of  testicles  on  the  exterior  of  her  body  would 
ruin  the  feminine  aesthetic  which  she  sought. 

After  much  consideration  and  some  con- 
sultation, Tess  underwent  a unique  medical  pro- 
cedure. While  penile  inversion  was  performed, 
the  testes  were  not  removed.  Instead,  the  sur- 
geon relocated  them  superior  and  anterior  to 
the  inguinal  canals,  approximating  the  location 
of  the  ovaries  in  a genetic  female. 

While  men  with  undescended  testicles  face 
an  increased  risk  of  testicular  cancer,  no  stud- 
ies have  been  done  on  the  risks  posed  by  the 
surgical  re-ascension  of  the  testicles.  In  Dr. 
Cowell's  case,  the  testes  lie  just  below  the  der- 
mis so  that  they  can  be  palpated  to  a certain 
degree  for  examination.  A full  examination, 
though,  requires  the  use  of  a modern  radio- 
imaging device,  a procedure  which  Tess  will  un- 
dergo at  regular  intervals  forthe  rest  other  life. 

What  was  the  outcome  of  this  modified 
form  of  SRS?? 

A few  weeks  after  her  surgery,  Tess  ex- 
perienced orgasmic  ejaculation  while  pleasur- 
ing herself  in  the  same  way  a woman  would. 
Female  on  the  outside,  male  on  the  inside,  has 
Doctor  Cowell  achieved  the  best  of  both 
worlds? 


What  Tess  has  done  is  an  expression  of 
soul  which  asks  us  to  look  at  transgenderism 
in  even  larger  terms  than  we  have  previously 
imagined.  For  what  is  Tess?  Is  she  an  inter- 
sexual?  A transsexual?  Indeed,  could  the  pro- 
cedure she  underwent  even  be  called  Sexual 
Reassignment  Surgery?  The  procedure  was  a 
combination  of  penile  inversion  and  testicular 
relocation;  might  it  be  better  termed  Genital 
Reconfiguration  Surgery ? 

In  Male  Femaling.  Richard  Ekins  asks  these 
same  sorts  of  questions,  when  he  wonders  what 
one  should  call  themselves  when  they  don’t  fit 
into  one  of  the  "queer/trans"  worlds.  Dr.  Cowell 
very  definitely  does  not  fit  into  any  known  worid 
of  which  I'm  aware. 

Ekin's  solution  to  this  problem  of  defini- 
tion is  to  argue  for  a postmodernist  schema  of 
identity  in  which  categories  become  meaning- 
less. I thinkthat  Ekins  nevertheless  succeeds  in 
a rather  nifty  way,  for  Male  Femaling  opens  a 
much  needed  rift  in  the  space-time  curvature 
of  transgenderism  through  which  the  stifling 
gases  of  and  pious  ideologies  may  be  vented. 

Which  still  leaves  unanswered  the  ques- 
tion, “What  is  Tess?" 

I'm  sure  she  is  transgendered,  but  what 
does  that  word  mean? 

Tess  does  not  define  herself.  She  says  sim- 
ply, "I  arrived  at  a solution  that  was  appropri- 
ate for  me.  It  was  a very  personal  decision.” 

Will  Tess'  solution  become  a welcomed 
breakthrough  in  transgenderism?  Will  Genital 
Reconfiguration  Surgery  become  an  intelligent 
alternative  to  SRS  for  some  people?  Only  time 
will  tell.  In  the  meantime,  we  can  all  benefit  from 
Tess'  approach  to  her  needs.  For  as  transgen- 
derism becomes  increasingly  differentiated  in 
terms  of  individual  expression,  all  of  us  will  need 
to  arrive  at  solutions  that  are  appropriate,  even 
unique,  to  our  own  unfolding  lives  and  desti- 
nies. 

J.  J.  Allen's  e-mail  address  is: 
jjallen@ix.netcom.com 

Tess,  1525  Aviation  Blvd,  Box222, 

Rendondo  Beach,  CA  90278 
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A FEW  IMPORTANT  WORDS  FROM 

Kate  Bornstein: 

" / remember  when  I was  first  thinking  of  the  very  real  possibility  of 
my  going  through  a ::g asp::  sex  change.  This  was  in  the  days  before 
tranny  support  groups.  I steeled  myself  and  made  the  long  distance  call  to 
IFGE.  To  my  delight,  I spoke  with  a trans  woman  who  calmed  me 
down  and  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  some  deeper  self-work  prior  to 
making  my  decision  to  proceed.  It  was  invaluable  advice.  I owe  a debt  to 
IFGE.  I think  many  trans-folks  do.  Maybe  one  of  them  is  you ? If  not  right 
this  minute,  then  perhaps  some  day ? 

Look,  IFGE  is  an  organization  that  seems  to  rise  above  all  the  politics 
of  the  trans  experience,  getting  to  the  heart  of  what  matters  to  each  of  its 
multi-identified  members.  Wouldn't  it  be  worth  the  mini-investment  of  a 
membership  to  make  sure  IFGE  is  there  for  all  of  us?  I think  so." 


Membership 

is  belonging,  is  working  for  the  good  of  all, 
and  is  your  opportunity  to  assist  others  finding  help. 

The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education  (IFGE)  is  a leading  advocate  and  educational 
organisation  for  promoting  the  self  definition  and  free  expression  of  individual  gender  identity. 

To  this  end  IFGE  values: 

individual  uniqueness  and  dignity;  personal  wholeness; 
respect  for  human  diversity;  acceptance  and  protection  of 
Human  and  Civil  Rights  forall. 

IFGE  strategically  focuses  its  resources  on  all  gender  identity  related  issues  by  providing: 

• communication  between  social,  professional,  religious,  governmental  and  fine  arts  organisations;  • open  communication 
between  individuals  and  encouraging  communication  networks  among  support  groups  world  wide;  • referral  and 
access  to  competent  medical,  psychological,  legal  and  other  professional  services;  • a life  line  to  persons  and  their  families  who 
express  gender  related  concerns;  • periodicals,  monographs  and  other  educational  products;  • a resource  for 
information  about  organisations  pursuing  similar  aims;  • a response  to  individual,  organisational  and  public  media  inquiries; 

• understanding  and  acceptance  of  individuals  who  seek  to  define  and  express  their  own  gender  identities. 

IFGE  depends  on  your  membership... 

Flelp  support  the  IFGE  mission  - Please  Won't  You  Join  Today! 


For  more  information  about  the  benefits  of  membership  or  the  services  we  offer  call  781 .899.221  2 
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For  nearly  ten  years.  Reluctant  Press  has  been  turning  your  dreams  into  reality  We  bring  you  three  new  stories  every 
month  - erotic  fiction  designed  to  take  you  to  a place  you’ve  always  dreamed  of  but  never  dared  experience  - a place 
where  your  wildest  feminine  fantasies  come  true!  Here’s  what’s  new  this  month: 
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else  sometimes.  And  sometimes  wishes 
come  true,  lust  wait  and  see! 
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Transcriptions  continued  front  page  8 

More  Addresses  for  Dresses 

AND  OTHER  DAINTIES 

1 enjoy  “our"  publication  and  so  look 
forward  to  its  arrival.  Like  many  who  are 
forced  to  be  closeted  both  physically  and 
mentally  (due  to  lack  of  acceptance  and  risk 
of  embarrassment/ridicule)  to  read  and  re- 
lax with  an  issue  is  really  bliss. 

I recently  read  Lesley  Gordon's  “As- 
pects of  Gender”.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
books  I have  read  dealing  with 
crossdressing  and  its  many  ramifications. 
This  is  an  individual  who  is  astute  and  aptly 
addresses  the  dilemmas  crossdressers  face 
constantly.  It  is  so  unfortunate  that  the 
majority  (I  suspect)  of  crossdressers  are 
unaware  of  the  IFGE  and  Transgender  Tap- 
estry, but  at  least  there  are  many  who  are 
benefiting  from  your  efforts.  I would  love 
to  see  a column  by  Lesley. 

Many  of  us  learn  sources  of  reason- 
able priced  lingerie.  I am  sure  that  nearly  all 
crossdressers  have  more  than  a casual  at- 
traction to  wonderful  dainties  that  are  awk- 
ward to  purchase.  I wonder  how  many  "un- 
mentionables” are  purchased  around  the 
holidays  by  men,  purportedly  to  be  for  lady 
friends,  when  in  fact  we  know  who  will  wear 
the  nylon  nightgown!  I would  recommend 
a fine  company  that  sells  the  scarce  all  ny- 
lon hosiery  stockings,  which  are  preferable 
to  dull  pantyhose.  National  Wholesale  Com- 
pany, 400  National  Blvd,  Lexington,  NC 
27294  offers  both  1 5 denier  ultra  sheer  hose 
($2 1 for  a dozen  pair)  and  a fine  assortment 
of  girdles  and  garter  belts.  Anthony 
Richards,  PO  Box  94503,  Cleveland,  OH 
44101  -4503  offers  pretty  dresses  for  as  little 
as  $25,  as  well  as  useful  foundations.  Old 
Pueblo  Traders,  P0  Box  27800,  Tucson,  AZ 
85726-7800  is  a little  pricier,  but  has  many 
items  of  interest  to  crossdressers  and  men 
as  clients.  I am  sure  that  many  out  there 
could  add  to  this  short  list. 

Perhaps  Randi  Ettner,  Ph.D.  might  con- 
sider a column.  Her  book  “Confessions  of  a 
Gender  Defender”  is  good  and  she  is  a very 
compassionate  person  as  I have  seen  on 
the  "Sally”  show. 

Harland  Ranney 

Ft  Collins,  CO 

Thank  You,  Harland.  You  can  never 
have  too  many  resources,  especially  for 
dainties. 

Mykael 


Rebuttal  of  review  of  my  new 
book,  Cross  Purposes:  On 
Being  Christian  And 
Crossgendered. 

Dear  Editor, 

I just  received  the  latest  issue  of  Trans- 
gender Tapestry  (issue  #82)  and  was 
pleased  to  note  that  there  is  a review  of  my 
new  book.  Cross  Purposes:  On  Being 
Christian  And  Crossgendered.  Thank  you 
for  including  the  review  in  your  publication, 
and  1 m glad  the  larger  transgender  com- 
munity now  has  some  way  of  at  least  know- 
ing that  the  book  exists. 

I’m  not  familiar  with  Cally  Nichols,  the 
person  who  wrote  the  book  review,  but  1 
believe  1 must  respectfully  offer  a rebuttal 
to  some  of  Ms.  Nichols’  statements,  to  clear 
up  any  potential  misunderstandings  that 
either  her  review  or  various  statements  in 
my  book  may  have  created.  It  is  possible 
that  I may  have  left  some  readers  with  an 
erroneous  view  of  my  intentions  or  my  sta- 
tus with  regard  to  Christianity  and  to  the 
institutional  church,  so  I want  to  rectify  that 
situation  if  necessary.  Consequently,  this 
rebuttal  is  intended  to  clear  the  air  and  let 
everyone  know  where  I stand  in  that  regard. 

First.  I do  indeed  "pass  judgment  on 
the  established  church”  in  the  book,  just  as 
I would  judge  any  other  social  institution 
or  action  that  oppresses  my  beloved  trans- 
gender community.  However,  this  certainly 
doesn't  mean  that  I hate  the  church  or  pro- 
mote its  demise,  but  rather  that  I love  it 
enough  to  work  for  positive,  gender  friendly 
transformation  from  within  the  institution. 
Also,  I don’t  purposely  judge  other 
people — that's  God's  job,  not  mine,  and  I 
have  no  right  to  sit  in  judgment  on  any  per- 
son who  is  created  in  God’s  image.  I can 
and  will  work  to  dispel  ignorance  and  big- 
otry on  the  part  of  people  who  espouse 
negativity  toward  others,  but  I have  no  right 
to  judge  those  individuals. 

Next,  Ms.  Nichols  infers  that  I must 
have  some  sort  of  conflict  with  Christian 
doctrine  and  transgenderism.  In  actuality, 
nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth — I 
believe  that  true,  compassionate  Christian- 
ity and  transgenderism  are  totally  compat- 
ible, and  I'm  quite  comfortable  living  with  a 
high-heeled  foot  in  both  camps.  The  con- 
flict arises  when  some  would  force  a strict, 
rigid,  primarily  androcentric  and 
fundamentalistic  interpretive  paradigm  of 
Christianity  down  the  throats  of  a relatively 
powerless  social  minority  group  like  the 
transgender  community — I have  a real  prob- 
lem with  that,  and  will  actively  work  to  dis- 
pel such  a destructive  mindset. 


In  addition,  Ms.  Nichols  apparently 
believes  that  I’m  still  an  adherent  to  and/or 
a proponent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  school 
of  religious  teaching.  This  is  definitely  not 
the  case-I  left  the  Baptist  church  many  years 
ago,  and  am  currently  attending  a United 
Church  of  Christ  seminary  as  an  openly 
transgendered  student  (I'm  one  of  the  very 
few  such  students  in  this  country).  I intend 
to  graduate  with  a Masters  of  Divinity  de- 
gree and  to  ultimately  become  an  ordained 
minister  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
which  is  currently  the  only  mainstream 
Christian  denomination  that  ordains  openly 
gay  and  lesbian  (and,  hopefully, 
transgendered)  persons.  I’m  no  longer  a 
Southern  Baptist,  but  I am  definitely  a re- 
covering Christian  fundamentalist! 

I would  agree  with  Ms.  Nichols  that 
one  of  my  book's  premises  (a  premise 
which  regards  transgenderism  as  a gift  from 
God  that  may  enable  us  to  become  more 
aware  of  ourselves  and  all  of  creation,)  is 
based  more  on  faith  than  on  fact.  To  be  sure, 
I never  said  it  was  a fact  in  the  first  place;  in 
truth.  I went  out  of  my  way  in  the  book  to 
make  sure  the  reader  knew  it  was  only  a 
theory,  and  so  I don’t  really  see  why  a prob- 
lem should  exist  here.  Mine  was  only  one 
of  several  different  theoretical  approaches 
in  the  book  that  I offered  as  an  explanation 
for  the  existence  of  a transgendered  orien- 
tation. Next,  Ms.  Nichols  states  that  it’s  a 
mystery  to  her  why  I should  have  a desire 
to  remain  a member  of  a church  that  refuses 
to  accept  me.  My  answer  is  very  simple — I 
don't.  I want  to  work  in  and  for  a church 
that  understands  the  inclusive,  accepting 
nature  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  denomination  as  a 
whole  just  doesn’t  get  it.  Therefore,  I'm  pres- 
ently involved  in  dialogue  with  an  official 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  regarding 
the  potential  (and,  in  my  opinion,  inevitable) 
establishment  of  an  official  Christian  minis- 
try to  the  transgender  community.  I look 
forward  to  the  coming  reality  of  such  a min- 
istry and  the  good  it  might  do  for  our 
transgendered  sisters  and  brothers.  I’m  ex- 
cited about  the  doors  that  God  continues 
to  open  for  me,  and  I’m  humbled  at  the 
thought  of  the  responsibilities  that  will  un- 
doubtedly accompany  such  opportunities. 

Last,  I definitely  want  to  thank  Ms. 
Nichols  for  the  positive  things  she  men- 
tioned in  her  book  review.  Her  words  about 
Cross  Purposes  were  certainly  not  all  nega- 
tive, and  I appreciate  her  willingness  to  read 
my  book  and  to  comment  on  it  in  the  pages 
of  Transgender  Tapestry.  She  and  I appar- 
ently have  some  differences  of  opinion 
about  the  book,  and  that’s  fine — I never 
thought  everyone  would  (or  even  should) 
agree  with  me  on  everything,  and  I said  so 
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repeatedly  in  the  book  itself.  I only  wanted 
this  chance  to  respond  to  some  of  her  state- 
ments in  the  book  review,  and  I’m  grateful 
to  be  able  to  do  that.  I hope  the  book  will 
serve  as  an  ongoing  catalyst  for  dialogue 
about  the  issue  of  transgendered  Christian 
spirituality  for  our  community.  I would  be 
delighted  to  communicate  respectfully  with 
Ms.  Nichols  or  anyone  else  who  cares 
about  this  subject,  so  please  print  my  ad- 
dress below.  Sincerely  yours, 

Vanessa  Sheridan 
P.O.Box  11771 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
55111-0771 
V2787@  aol.com 


Don’t  deny  the  Erotic 

Dear  Nancy, 

I am  sending  IFGE  a contribution  to  be 
used  for  the  betterment  of  id]  Transkind. 
Please  be  open  to  all  elements  of  transgen- 
der expression,  and  don't  deny  the  EROTIC 
as  it  is  the  fuel  for  many  of  us  who  play 
“girl”.  And  we  should  not  be  considered 
'lesser  than’  for  doing  the  transgender- 
dance. 

Sincerely, 

Selena  Anne  Shephard 

Larkspur,  CA  94977 

Every  Day  a Gift 
From  God 

Dear  Transgender, 

Passing  on  a story  that  we  all  may  find 
inspiring. 

A Story  To  Live  By 

by  Ann  Wells  (Los  Angeles  Times) 

My  brother-in-law  opened  the  bottom 
drawer  of  my  sister's  bureau  and  lifted  out  a 
tissue-wrapped  package.  "This,"  he  said, 
"is  not  a slip.  This  is  lingerie."  He  discarded 
the  tissue  and  handed  me  the  slip.  It  was 
exquisite;  silk,  handmade  and  trimmed  with 
a cobweb  of  lace.  The  price  tag  with  an  as- 
tronomical figure  on  it  was  still  attached. 

"Jan  bought  this  the  first  time  we  went 
to  New  York,  at  least  8 or  9 years  ago.  She 
never  wore  it.  She  was  saving  it  for  a spe- 
cial occasion.  Well,  I guess  this  is  the  occa- 
sion.” He  took  the  slip  from  me  and  put  it 
on  the  bed  with  the  other  clothes  we  were 
taking  to  the  mortician. 


His  hands  lingered  on  the  soft  material 
for  a moment,  then  he  slammed  the  drawer 
shut  and  turned  to  me.  "Don't  ever  save 
anything  for  a special  occasion.  Every  day 
you're  alive  is  a special  occasion." 

I remembered  those  words  through  the 
funeral  and  the  days  that  followed  when  I 
helped  him  and  my  niece  attend  to  all  the 
sad  chores  that  follow  an  unexpected  death. 

I thought  about  them  on  the  plane  return- 
ing to  California  from  the  Midwestern  town 
where  my  sister's  family  lives.  I thought 
about  all  the  things  that  she  hadn't  seen  or 
heard  or  done.  I thought  about  the  things 
that  she  had  done  without  realizing  that  they 
were  special. 

I'm  still  thinking  about  his  words,  and 
they've  changed  my  life.  I'm  reading  more 
and  dusting  less.  I'm  sitting  on  the  deck 
and  admiring  the  view  without  fussing 
about  the  weeds  in  the  garden.  I'm  spend- 
ing more  time  with  my  family  and  friends 
and  less  time  in  committee  meetings.  When- 
ever possible,  life  should  be  a pattern  of 
experience  to  savor,  not  endure.  I'm  trying 
to  recognize  these  moments  now  and  cher- 
ish them. 

I'm  not  "saving"  anything;  we  use  our 
good  china  and  crystal  for  every  special 
event-such  as  losing  a pound,  getting  the 
sink  unstopped,  the  first  camellia  blossom. 
1 wear  my  good  blazer  to  the  market  if  I feel 
like  it.  My  theory  is  if  I look  prosperous,  I 
can  shell  out  $28.49  for  one  small  bag  of 
groceries  without  wincing.  I'm  not  saving 
my  good  perfume  for  special  parties;  clerks 
in  hardware  stores  and  tellers  in  banks  have 
noses  that  function  as  well  as  my  party- 
going friends'. 

"Someday"  and  "one  of  these  days" 
are  losing  their  grip  on  my  vocabulary.  If 


it's  worth  seeing  or  hearing  or  doing,  I want 
to  see  and  hear  and  do  it  now. 

I'm  not  sure  what  my  sister  would  have 
done  had  she  known  that  she  wouldn't  be 
here  for  the  tomorrow  we  all  take  for  granted. 
I think  she  would  have  called  family  mem- 
bers and  a few  close  friends.  She  might  have 
called  a few  former  friends  to  apologize  and 
mend  fences  for  past  squabbles.  I like  to 
think  she  would  have  gone  out  for  a Chi- 
nese dinner,  her  favorite  food.  I'm  guess- 
ing- I'll  never  know. 

It's  those  little  things  left  undone  that 
would  make  me  angry  if  I knew  that  my  hours 
were  limited.  Angry  because  I put  off  see- 
ing good  friends  whom  I was  going  to  get 
in  touch  with-someday.  Angry  because  1 
hadn’t  written  certain  letters  that  I intended 
to  write-one  of  these  days.  Angry  and  sorry 
that  I didn't  tell  my  husband  and  daughter 
often  enough  how  much  1 truly  love  them. 
I'm  trying  very  hard  not  to  put  off,  hold  back, 
or  save  anything  that  would  add  laughter 
and  luster  to  our  lives.  And  every  morning 
when  I open  my  eyes,  I tell  myself  that  it  is 
special.  Every  day,  every  minute,  every 
breath  truly  is. ..a  gift  from  God. 

May  love  litter  your  life  with 

blessings! 

Thank  You!  I needed  that!  Why  is  it 
that  it  takes  a major  event  in  one’s  life  to 
start  living  for  yourself?  For  me  it  was  turn- 
ing 40. 

I get  angry  with  myself  when  l live  my 
life  for  other  people.  It  allows  me  to  avoid 
the  chore  of  coming  out.  And  now  that  I 
live  my  life  as  a fully  out  transgendered 
man,  yes,  everyday  is  truly  a gift. 

Mykael 

Co-editor 


GenderTalk 

Speaking  the  language  of  gender 


WMBR  88.1  FM  Wednesdays  8:30  PM  Cambridge 
LISTEN  OVER  THE  WEB  AT  WWW. 6eND6RTALK.COM 
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BOSTON  LEATHER  SCENE: 

by  Mac  MacAndrf.ws 


YOUTH  SERVICES 
There  are  several  in-town  organi- 
zations that  provide  support  for 
GLBT  youth,  all  with  solid  T sup- 
port. These  are: 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Youth  (BAGLY)  is  a youth- 
led.  adult-supervised  social  sup- 
port group  for  GLBT  youth  to  age 
22.  Meetings  are  held  weekly  at  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin  St.  Beacon  Hill,  near  the 
state  house.  Wed  6-9pm,  Sun  2-5. 
(6 1 7)-437-7683,  www.bagly.org. 

Gay  & Lesbian  Adolescent  Social 
Services  (GLASS ) runs  a commu- 
nity center  providing  peer  support, 
adult  counseling,  and  safe  haven 
for  youth  age  13-25.  Near 
Newbury  St  & Mass  Ave.  open  M- 
F 4-8pm.  617)437-7683 

Sidney  Borum  Health  Center  pro- 
vides a free  clinic  for  primary 
health,  mental  and  substance 
abuse  care  for  GLBT  youth  age  1 3- 
25.  1 30  Boylston  ST.  near  Tremont, 
walk-in  hours  4-7pm.  (617)-457- 
8140 

Project  10  East  maintains  an  office 
and  drop-in  center.  Education-ori- 
ented, it  is  particularly  helpful  for 
those  dealing  with  in-school  is- 
sues. Teen  afternoon  activities 
Wednesdays  & Lridays  3-6pm.  Of- 
fice hours  M-F  9am- 1 pm.  Old  Cam- 
bridge Baptist  Church.  1 145  Mass. 
Ave,  Harvard  Square,  Cambridge. 
(6 17)-864-4528 
http://Quniverse.com/plOe 

VICTIM/HEALTH  SERVICES: 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center, 
provides  counseling  & advocacy 
for  GLBT  victims  of  hate  crime,  do- 
mestic violence,  sexual  assault  or 
police  abuse.  If  you've  been  vic- 
timized, this  may  be  the  best  place 
to  start  getting  help.  They  are  even 
tracking  hate  crimes  against 
transfolk.  7 Haviland  St.  near 
Boylston  St  & Mass  Ave.  (617)- 
267-0900x31 1 or  (800)834-3242x31 1 

Alcoholics  Anonymous:  There's  a 
T-oriented  AA  meeting  every 
week  at  IFGE  in  Waltham  (call  78 1 - 
899-22 1 2 for  info),  and  a T-friendly 
Gay  AA  meeting  every  day  in  Bos- 
ton. Call  Central  Services  for  a free 
copy  of  their  meeting  list.  (6 1 7 )-426- 
9444 
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Boston  has  a very  healthy,  if  rather  ‘underground’, 
leather/alternative  (kinky)  lifestyle  community. 
People  decide  to  enter  the  leather/kink  community 
for  many  reason:  for  a kick,  the  desire  to  fulfill  a 
fantasy,  follow  a current  trend,  or  healthy  sexual 
curiosity.  It’s  fun  for  some,  a serious  lifestyle  for 
others.  It  is  easy  enough  to  become  a member  of  the 
community  if  you  are  friendly,  act  yourself  and  re- 
spect others  right  to  their  “kink",  even  if  it  isn’t 
yours.  At  the  heart  of  the  Boston  leather  commu- 
nity are  everyday  folks  with  kink  in  their  blood. 

One  thing  everyone  should  keep  in  mind  when 
venturing  into  BDSM  play  is  safety.  It’s  no  differ- 
ent than  deciding  to  take  up  skiing.  You  may  need  to 
learn  a few  things  before  you  tear  down  the  biggest 
mountain  at  top  speed,  or  you  or  someone  else  could 
get  hurt.  You  also  don't  need  to  buy  any  equipment 
and  trappings  until  you  have  tried  some  out  to  see 
how  it  fits.  Some  great  scenes  happen  with  minimal 
or  no  equipment.  Joining  a social  club  that  offers 
classes  and  guidance  is  a good  start.  There  are  also 
numerous  books  available  that  can  give  you  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  world  of  kinky  sex  and  relation- 
ships. 

As  a transperson,  or  anyone  new  to  the  lifestyle, 
be  aware  of  where  you  are  going,  and  go  with  a friend. 
Take  a cab  if  the  neighborhood  is  unknown  to  you. 
Feel  free  to  just  sit  back  and  watch  at  a dungeon  or 
play  party.  Know  your  limits,  or  at  least  be  honest 
that  you  are  new  and  want  to  be  able  to  communi- 
cate how  you  are  feeling  as  you  learn.  Most  impor- 
tantly, know  who  you  are  playing  with,  watch  them 
scene,  if  they  are  public  players  notice  how  they 
play  and  the  aftercare  they  give  to  their  partner. 
Negotiate  any  play.  Listen  with  intent  to  the  person 
you  are  negotiating  with,  not  your  libido.  I settled  in 
comfortably  to  a kinky  social  group  called  Bound 
For  Pleasure,  a good  group  of  people  who  believe  as 
I do  in  'Safe,  Sane,  Consensual  and  FUN  activities’ 
(the  popular  phrase  that  rose  out  of  an  erotic  lifestyle 
that  has  a need  for  common  sense  safety  at  its  roots.) 
Bound  For  PLeasure  is  a good  place  for  beginners  to 
attend  classes,  talk  to  experienced  players  at  gather- 
ings, meet  potential  play  partners,  make  new  friends 
and  venture  out  to  the  local  dungeon  within  the 
safety  and  comfort  of  a group. 

I made  my  decision  to  transition  while  a member 
of  the  group,  and  have  recently  come  out  as  an  evolv- 
ing man.  The  support  from  the  leather  community 
has  been  wonderful.  I field  lots  of  questions,  and 
have  become  more  aware  of  my  own  resolve  and 
pride  during  my  coming  out  process.  I’m  here,  I'm 
queer,  and  I leer.  The  members  of  the  group  will 
witness  and  be  a part  of  my  evolution,  my  physical 
and  emotional  transition,  and  I think  we  will  all 
learn,  share,  and  grow  in  the  process. 

Social  Groups/Organizations: 

Bound  For  Pleasure  BBS:  (617)  374-9255  Voice  mail: 
(617)  374-9876  www.bfp.com  (A  New  England 
BDSM  Alternative  Lifestyle  Social  Group]  Re- 
straints Private  Social  Club  Membership  info: 
MasterRamp@aol.com  <www.restraints.com> 

National  Leather  Assoc.,  New  England  (NLA  NE) 

831  Beacon  St  Newton  Center  (617)  864-0492 
Monthly  meetings  or  events  held  at  various  loca- 
tions, some  with  guest  speakers  and  demonstrations. 
You  can  attend  meetings  as  a non-member.  A great 
way  to  check  out  the  community. 


Leather  Bars: 

Boston  Ramrod  1254  Boylston  St.  (617)  266-2986 
<www.ramrodboston.com/>  [Leather  & Denim  Bar. 
Free  most  nights  $2  Sun.]  Nice  dance  floor,  music  you 
can  dance  to,  pool  tables  and  games,  shoeshine  stand 
and  leather  boutique. 

Boston  Eagle  520  Tremont  Street,  South  End  (617) 
542-4494  [Leather  bar/no  cover]  119Merrimac  119 
Merrimac  St.  Boston.  (Haymarket)  (617)  367-0713 
[Leather,  Denim  and  Bears,  oh  my!  No  cover.] 

Fetish  Bar: 

ManRay  21  Brookline  St  Cambridge  (617)  864-0400 
<www.rocketpop.com/manray/index.html>  [Friday  is 
Fetish  Night.  Wearing  black  will  get  you  in.] 

Toys  and  Leather: 

Grand  Opening  318  Harvard  Street  s-32  Arcade 
Building  Coolidge  Corner  Brookline  (617)  731-2626 
<www.grandopening.com>  [This  is  a cool  shop  espe- 
cially, but  not  exclusively,  for  women,  which  also  of- 
fers workshops.] 

Marquis  Emporium,  Inc.  73  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
(617)  426-2120  [Boys  Toys,  leather,  magazines  and 
videos.]  Great  prices  on  toys. 

Leather  by  Danny  6 1 7-288- 1 329  [Designer  of  LBD 
Grip  Cuff!]  Wholesale  and  Retail.  Danny  is  a real 
artist  and  his  leatherwork  is  truly  inspired.  Try  out  his 
products  at  Restraints! 

Eros  Boutique  581a  Tremont  St  Boston  (617)  425- 
0345  <www.erosboutique.com> 

[Fetishwear/gear/toys/] 

Hubba  Hubba  534  Mass.  Ave  Cambridge  (617)  492- 
9082  [Fetishwear/gear/toys] 

Piercing: 

Body  Extremes  414  Hancock  St,  N.  Quincy 
(T  accessabie)  (617)471-9646 

Sensual  Piercing  365  beacon  St.  Boston  (671)  266- 
4062  Nathan  Crayonzola  by  appointment 

Sir  Richard  Borrazas  (603)624-9490  [Available  at 
Restraints  some  nights,  will  pierce  “in  scene."] 

Books  and  Magazines: 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  673  Boylston  Street  Boston 
MA  02126  617-267-3010 
www.tiac.net/users/gladday 

Circlet  Press  1770  mass  Ave  #278  Cambridge,  Ma 
02140  (617)864-0492  www.circlet.com/ 

cirdet.home.html  for  Catalog  send  S ASE. 

Special  Events: 

Corsetry  Presentation  & Workshop  Featuring  Tho- 
mas B.  Lierse  of  The  Long  Island  Staylace  Associa- 
tion. 6/13/98  2-5  $12.00  Purchase  ticket  in  advance. 
Limited  to  fifty  people.  The  Living  Room,  Cambridge 
617-374-3876  or  Heather@bfp.com 

Fetish  Fair  and  Flea  Market  [Largest  Leather/Fe- 
tish/Bondage/you-name-it-event  in  the  Northeast]  July 
18th  1998  and  December  5th  1998  Boston  center  for 
the  Arts  (617)  864-0492  <www.circlet.com/pub/u/ 
ctan/fff8.html>  If  you’re  even  just  curious,  don't  miss 
this  event! 
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They  can  make  good  decisions,  if  good 
medical  information  is  available.  Yet,  there  also 
exists  a niunl  xt  of  pec  >ple  whc ) are  very  pcx  xiy 
infonned,  either  because  they  have  not  had 
contact  with  competent  providers,  or  because 
they  get  easily  suckered  into  schemes  c )ffered 
by  the  first  care  provider  they  meet. 

I commonly  encounter  misinformed  per- 
sons who  believed  that  hormones  and  sur- 
gery make  menstruation  and  reproduction 
possible  in  transgender  men  and  women.  I 
also  encounter  people  who  read  a newspaper 
clipping  from  ten  years  ago,  and  believe  that 
1 )r.  Stanley  Biter  is  the  savior  of  all  transsexu- 
als because  he  is  the  only  surgeon  who  per- 
formed  genital  reassignment,  Those  with  ex- 
perience in  the  community  know  a number 
of  surgeons  exist,  and  that  adopting  children 
or  cyberbanking  reproductive  materials  prior 
to  honnone  administration  are  our  only  re- 
productive options. 

Understandably  many  of  the  procedure- 
on-demand  arguments  tend  to  come  as  a re- 
sult of  anger  over  die  deprecating  manner  cate 
providers  still,  frequently,  treat  transgender 
men  and  women.  Moreover,  it  will  be  a long 
time  before  medical  doctors  receive  adequate 
training  in  medical  school  to  understand  the 
complexities  of  transgender  care.  Conse- 
quendy,  regardless  of  what  guidelines  exist,  it 
would  behoove  consumers  to  te  as  informed 
as  possible  about  hormones  and  surgery.  Be- 
ing infonned  allows  a person  to  safeguard 
one's  health,  as  well  as  avoid  poor  treatment 
by  care  providers. 


Transgender 
and  Education: 

The  education  of  transgender  persons 
who  use  the  internet  tend  to  be  noticeably 
higher  than  those  transgender  persons  who 
do  not  use  die  Internet.  In  an  informal  survey 
of  national  clients  only  35%  used  or  had  ac- 
cess to  die  Internet. 

In  thinking  about  this  trend,  I also  ob- 
served that  among  people  who  do  not  use  die 
Internet  approximately  15%  have  less  than  a 
liigh  school  education.  This  is  a large  percent- 
age of  persons  in  our  community.  I believe  it 
is  useful  for  Internet  users  to  be  aware  that 
while  on-line  transgender  men  and  women 
are  busily  debating  post-deconstructionist 
theory  or  HBIGDA  Standards  of  Care,  there 
are  others  in  die  transgender  community  still 
struggling  with  their  ABCs. 

It  should  be  noted  that  mere  rudimen- 
tary education  severely  impacts  a person's  abil- 
ity to  make  choices,  especially  about  transition 
and  employment.  These  individuals  are  more 
likely  to  willingly  accept  die  fust  transition  ad- 
vice diey  hear,  even  when  it  comes  from  poorly 
informed  providers.  If  you  are  aware  of  a trans- 
gender man  or  woman  who  has  less  than  a 
liigh  school  education,  please  direct  diese  indi- 
viduals toward  future  education.  Pay  for  their 
schoolbooks.  Do  something  to  help  your 
community,  rather  than  support  socio-eco- 
nomic divisions. 

Cop) ' light  1998  Gianna  Israel 
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always  answer  die  same.  "The  law  recognizes 
marriages  between  the  two  people  now  and 
should  continue  to  do  so."  As  many  of  you 
so  ably  demonstrate,  you  are  reshaping 
society's  views  of  family  each  and  every  day. 

Privilege  and  Accountability 

Many  of  us  bring  certain  privileges  to  our 
discussions  of  social  change  and  we  must  be- 
gin now  to  own  diem.  Yes,  I am  a woman,  a 
lesbian,  and  a Jew  who  came  from  working 
class  parents  and  I have  made  a life's  work  of 
working  for  social  justice.  But  I also  cany  tre- 
mendous white-skinned  privilege.  Some  of 
you  cany  the  weight  of  your  class,  race,  gen- 
der, or  sexual  orientation.  But  some  of  you 
cany  die  privileges  of  your  class,  race,  gender, 
or  sexual  orientation.  Where  will  you  stand 
on  the  issues  that  face  our  communities?  Do 
you  stand  up  for  transgender  inclusion,  but 
stay  silent  on  issues  related  to  immigration, 
welfare  and  affirmative  action?  Do  you  stand 
up  for  transgender  inclusion,  but  stay  silent 


on  issues  related  to  same-gender  sodomy,  les- 
bian custody,  bisexual  families,  or  gay  service 
members  with  HIV? 

If  we  are  to  move  forward,  we  must  move 
forward  together,  working  on  issues  where  we 
have  commonalties  and  also  differences. 

Meeting  the  Challenge 

I challenge  each  of  you  to  break  through 
your  world  to  new  place,  challenge  your  as- 
sumptions, develop  new  relationships,  and 
act  as  though  the  world  that  you  create  for 
yourself  and  your  community  is  the  model 
that  each  of  us  should  live  by.  I challenge  you 
to  tear  down  your  walls,  tear  down  your  ste- 
reotypes, and  lead. 

We  donlt  have  to  wait  to  find  out  what 
the  future  brings.  The  future  of  our  move- 
ment is  with  us  today.  As  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  moves  into  its  25th 
anniversary  year,  we  do  so  with  a rich  history. 
We  also  move  forward  with  new  vision:  a vi- 
sion that  all  tilings  are  possible. 


Creating  Change 

is  the  annual  national 
organizing  conference  for  fhe  gay 
lesbian,  bisexual  and  transgender 
movement.  Join  us  at 
Creating  Change  in  Pittsburgh, 
November  11-15. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.ngltf.org/cc98 
or  write  me  at 

Kerry  Lobel,  2320  17th  Street,  NW, 
Washington  DC  20009 


A Fond  Farewell: 


Death  of  a 
National  Tnansge 
Pioneer 

Betty  Ann  Lind 


Betty  Ann  Lind,  transgender 
pioneer,  organizer,  author  and 
editor,  died  Wednesday,  March 
4,  1998  at  the  age  of  67.  Com- 
plications from  a stroke  were  the 
cause  of  her  death.  Ms.  Lind  was 
in  failing  health  for  several 
years,  and  had  not  yet  recov- 
ered from  a fall  in  1997.  Alison 
Laing,  who  first  met  Betty  Ann  in 
1986  said,  "I  will  remember  her 
encouraging  the  Fanatasia  Fair 
attendees  to  practice  'many 
little  kindnesses.'" 

Betty  Ann  was  an  original 
member  of  the  IFGE  Board  of 
Directors,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  through  the  early 
1990s,  including  time  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Programs  and  Nomi- 
nations Committees.  She  won 
numerous  awards  (including  the 
Virginia  prince  Award,  the  OIGS 
Achievement  award,  and  Miss 
Fantasia  Fair),  was  the  primary 
force  behind  the  Reluctant 
press,  and  edited  "My  Sorority" 
- an  early  transgender  newslet- 


ter. Ms.  Lind  founded  the  Delta 
Chi  chapter  of  Tri-ESS  in  Wash- 
ington, DC  in  the  early  seventies 
- the  forerunner  of  the  current 
TransGender  Educational  Asso- 
ciation of  Greater  Washington 
(TGEA). 

In  1976,  she  attended  the 
second  Fantasia  Fair  held  in 
Provincetown  Massachusetts.  By 
1982,  she  became  a member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  the 
Outreach  Institute,  Fantasia  Fair's 
sponsor.  Then,  in  1985,  Betty  Ann 
became  the  Fair  Coordinator 
and  served  in  that  capacity  un- 
til 1991 . Ariadne  Kane,  Executive 
Director  of  OIGS,  said,  "Betty  Ann 
was  one  of  the  most  creative 
and  dedicated  leaders  of  the 
cross  gender  community.  She  set 
the  quality  of  the  Talent  shows 
of  Fantasia  Fair  in  the  80's." 

Betty  Ann  was  famous  for 
helping  beginners  reach  heights 
they  thought  unattainable. 
Helen  Garfinkle,  current  Presi- 
dent of  the  Washington  Balti- 


Ariadne 
Kane  (L) 
presenting 
the  Virginia 
Prince 
Lifetime 
Achieve- 
ment Award 
to  Betty  Ann 
Lind  (R). 


more  Alliance,  said,  "When  I 
started,  I was  full  of  fear  and 
worry,  but  Betty  Ann  took  me 
under  her  wing  and  guided 
me  into  the  person  I am  today. 

I never  thought  I would  be- 
come a leader  of  a group  or 
serve  on  the  board  of  national 
transgender  conventions.  But 
Betty  Ann  had  faith  in  me  and 
inspired  me  to  serve  the  com- 
munity, and  to  give  back 
what  I had  received,  by  fol- 
lowing her  example.  She  was 
a true  role  model  of  commu- 
nity service,  and  a great  friend 
to  me  and  to  many  others  in 
the  community." 

Her  dedication  and  com- 
munity service,  her  kindness 
and  support  of  her  sisters  will 
be  greatly  missed. 


LmdRcd 


SpiRits 


BKF)  & BREAKFAST  / YEAR-ROUND  RETREATS 

Experience  gender  freedom  in  the 
mountain  splendor  of  Asheville...  a safe, 
welcoming  space  for  all  transgendered  people. 


Contact:  Kindred  Spirits 
PO  Box  18332 
Asheville,  NC  28814 
Phone:  704-253-9882 
Holly  Boswell,  Director 


Full  Body  Electrolysis  Pre-SRS 


IFGE  Member  Discount 

ADAMS 

ELECTROLOGY 

ASSOCIATES 

Transgender 
Community  Specialists 

Licensed  & Board  Certified 
Day/Evening/Saturday 
Appointments 

380  Lowell  St. 
Wakefield  MA 

617-245-0005 

(1/2  mile  from  exit  41,  Rte.  128/95) 
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Take  Advantage  of  the  Semi-Annual  Sale  From 
cAjfa triable  ‘fantasies  ^ lllusians 

CHECK  OCT  THE  SPECTACULAR  SAVINGS  BELOW  ! We  at  Affordable  Fantasies  & Illusions,  have  created  the  FIRST  AND  ONLY 
clothing  line  in  the  country  especially  made  to  fit  crossdressers  perfectly  (Slimmer  hips,  Longer  arms,  Wider  shoulders,  higher  necklines, 
and  longer  garment  lengths).  We  used  TV  models  to  create  our  clothing  line.  You  will  be  pleasantly  surprised  when  you  receive  your 
garment  because  it  will  fit  you  well.  We  are  leaving  a two  inch  hem  in  the  sleeves  and  the  hemlines  so  our  tall  customers  can  let  the  hem 
down  These  are  some  of  our  initial  pieces,  and  we  will  be  adding  more  pieces  in  time  based  on  our  customer  requests.  Our  clothing  is 
offered  from  chest  sizes:  36  - 50  and  waist  sizes:  26  - 44  . We  have  reduced  prices  in  this  ad  so  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF  THE  SAVINGS  NOW 
because  our  next  sale  is  not  for  another  few  months  ! Order  below  from  our  sale  prices  NOW  and  also  order  our  full  catalog  containing 
all  of  our  products  for  only  $3.00.  To  order  our  clothing  ■ specify  your  chest  and  waist  measurements  on  the  order  form. 


Style 
DR02 
Evening 
Dress  with 
front  lace 
insert  and 
lace 
sleeves. 
Surround 
yourself  in 
luscious 
lace  - 
sensuous 
style.  Made 
in  a smooth 
poly  knit 
material. 
Color:  Black 
Sale  Price: 
Less  than 
43  chest: 

$ 72.15 
Over  44 
chest: 

$ 78.95 


BLOUSE 
Style  BLS01 
Elegant  Blouse. 

High  neck/long  sleeve. 
Made  of  flowing  gold 
lame.  Very  soft  and 
silky. 

Color:  Gold 
Sale  Price: 

Less  than  43  chest 
Only  $ 49.95 
Over  44  chest 
Only  $ 54.95 

SKIRT 
Style  SK01 
Cute  short  skirt. 
Passable  length. 
Elastic  waistband. 

Poly /cotton  knit. 

Sale  Price: 

Less  than  37  waist 
Only  $32.15 
Over  38  waist 
Only  $ 35.35 


Style  DR01 
Your  Basic  Black 
dress.  Simple  yet 
elegant.  Dress  it  up 
with  jewelry  for 
special  events. 
Made  in  a smooth 
poly  knit  material. 
Color:  Black 
Sale  Price: 

Less  than  43  chest: 
Only  $69.95 
Over  44  chest: 

Only  $76.95 

(All  handbags  in 
pictures  not 
included) 


BLOUSE 
Style  BLS02 
High  neck/long 
sleeve.  Made  of 
smooth  white  rayon 
with  sateen  vertical 
stripe. 

Color:  White 
Sale  Price: 

Less  than  43  chest: 
Only  $49.95 
Over  44  chest: 

Only  $54.95 

SKIRT 
Style  SK02 
Mid  length  skirt  cut 
above  the  knee. 
Elastic  waistband. 
Sexy  slit  in  back 
Color:  Black. 

Sale  price: 

Less  than  37  waist: 
Price  only:  $35.95 
Over  38  waist: 

Price  only:  $39.55 


Breastforms  on 
Sale  !! 

We  are  now  having  our  1 00% 
silicone  breastforms  custom 
made.  We  have  improved  their  du- 
rability, made  them  even  softer 
and  bouncier,  and  they  now  have 
a specially-formed,  hardened 
raised  nipple  that  is  built  into  the 
form.  It  is  even  raised  enough  that  you  can  see  it  show  through  a 
thin  t-shirt ! We  have  also  added  a muted  finish  to  the  breastform 
so  that  they  will  match  your  skin  better.  Our  new  forms  look  ex- 
tremely natural  on  your  body  - we  know  you  will  love  them!  We 
are  currently  offering  the  BFCLT  (teardrop  shape)  on  sale.  They 
are  offered  in  the  nude  color  shown  above.  When  ordering  we 
Must  have  your  chest  measurement  to  size  you  properly. 

Our  Breastforms  are  offered  in  the  following  sizes: 
BFCLT:  Reg  B,  Full  B,  Reg  C,  Full  C,  Reg  D,  Full  D,  DD 
Price  for  the  pair:  Sale  price  $298.15 
Price  for  the  pair  with  Adhesive  and  remover  so  you 
can  wear  them  braless!  Sale  price  $ 322.25 


Basic  Starter  Clothing  Kit 


So  many  customers  usually  order  these  three  items  together,  that  we  decided  to  combine 
them  as  a kit  and  offer  a discount.  This  set  includes: 

• One  pair  of  Ultra  coverage  pantyhose  for  leg  hair  coverage  (you  can  choose  black  or  nude 
- with  nude  you  can  wear  any  color  pantyhose  except  nude  over  them,  (reg  price  $1 4.95) 

• A Gaff  - which  is  an  undergarment  specially  made  to  hide  the  male  genetalia  and  leave  you 
with  a realistically  smooth  crotch  area  (comes  with  instructions  for  use  and  care).  Color  black. 
Waist  sizes:  26  - 40  (reg  price  $29.25) 

• Our  Satin  & lace  Waist  Slimmer  - A very  pretty  yet  sexy  garment.  It  is  made  of  smooth  shiny 
satin,  has  boning,  and  is  accentuated  with  lace.  It  also  includes  4 detachable  garters.  Color: 
Blk.  You  should  order  this  2-4  inches  smaller  than  your  waist  size.  Waist  sizes:  26  - 40  (reg 
price  $34.95) 

Sold  Separately,  the  cost  is  $ 78.20 

(save  Over  $11.00)  - Buy  the  three  piece  set  (#KIT02)  for  only  $66.95 


ORDER  FORM: 

Order  Here  or  at  our  Website:  http://www.bvpb.com 
Style  # Color  Chest/Waist  Size  Price 


If  paying  by  Mail  use  a Postal  Money  Order  for  Priority  Delivery.  All  other 
Checks/money  orders  (except  postal  money  orders)  take  21  business  days  to  clear. 

Make  Checks/  Money  Orders  payable  to  BEST  VALUE  PRODUCTS. 


Shipping  costs:  $50  $100  add  $7.00. 
$100-  $295  add  $10.00. 

Over  $296  add  $13.00 


Tp83 


Shipping 

Total 


Visa/MC/Disc  # 
Exp  Date 


Name 

Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Best  Value  Products  • PO  Box  156  • Dept  TP  • Wyncote  • PA  • 19095 

215-782-9025  Fax:215-782-9180  E-mail:  bvp@p3.net 
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